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Chikk among the artists in I&abcUaV service who 
were constantly helping her to acquire new treasures 
for htx studio was the sculptor Cristoforo Romano. 
The iDcurable malady from winch he suifered hindered 
bis own work and obliged him to seek frequent change 
of air. but wherever he went he never forgot the 
interests of his mistress, and his letters from Milan, 
Bologna, and Home abound in allusions to the antique 
marbles and richly worked cups, gcnis^ and medals 
which he advised her to buy. In Februaiy 154)2 we find 
liim at Venice enjoying the company of his friends 
Michele \'ianeUo and Lorenzo da Pavia. On his return 
to xMantua he fell dangerously ill. and in August 
Iwibclla\ friend, Marghcrita Cantelnia, invited the 
Slairchcsa to send him to Ferrara to comult a clever 
pb^'siciaUf Mcsser Sebastiano d'Aquila, who had cured 
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her husband, Messer Sigismondo, and who promised 
to restore liim to health in a few days, offering to 
receive liim in her own house and nurse him herself. 
After another bad attack in 1505 he went to stay at 
Milan with Leonanb's friend, Mareo ddk Torre, and 
wrote several lively letters to the Marchesa describ- 
ing the change which he found at this once brilliant 
court, and ?»aying tliat the only liouse where you still 
meet cultured men and women is that of Madonna 
Margherita di Saii Scverino, the sister of Emilia Pia, 
But the air has ah^eady done him good, and he is 
busy ordering marbles and preparing designs for 
the tomb of Suor Osunna. In July he wrote to tell 
the Marchesa of a wonderful bowl in the shape of 
a wine-cooler, which that rare artist Caradosso liad 
made of forty-nine pieces of crystal mounted on a 
richly chased stand of silver-gilt and enamel, and which 
she must have* because it will exactly match one 
that is already in the Grotta. But she must on no 
account let Caradosso know this till the bargain is 
concluded, or tlie cunning old man will clap on 
another 50 ducats. As it is, he asks a high price, 
and has already refused an offer of 300 ducats from 
Bishop Louis Gonzaga. When Cristoforo offered 400 
in the Marchesa's name the goldsmith still liesitated, 
but offered to bring it to Mantua himfielf, in order 
that Her Excellency might see for herself that it was 
not a matter in wliich an extra 50 ducats ov so was 
to be grudged. '* But Caradosso." the sculptor adds, 
** has also finished the most perfectly beautiful ink- 
stand of this age or of any other He asks 1 000 ducats, 
and if you h»d to give 10,000 T shoidd advise you not 
to let it go, because it is a thing absolutely unique/* ^ 
* A. BcrtolotU, AriiiU, &t ; A. Veaturi, Anh. St. d. AHe, \. 1 1& 
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Ten dtty>i later Cristoforo wrote again to tell the 
Marchcsa timt tJie Pope liud invited him to Rome, 
but that he hoped to fimsh hh design before leaAiiig 
Milun, and wished to know exactly how much she 
was prepared to spend on the monument " As little 
as possible !" he imagines, and proceeds to suggest a 
sum of 150 ducats. For this he proposes to raise a 
modest tomb with the saintV sleeping eftigy under a 
black marble canopy, crowned with hvonzo puiti and 
candehibra, and supported by four columns of while 
Carrara marble, polished so as to look like silver. 
This graceful design, which is reproduced in the Acta 
Saruiomm of the BoUandists, met with general ap- 
proval at Milan, and was taken to the Marchesa in 
September by Caradosso when he set out on his 
journey with the precious cup and inkstand* Alcan- 
whilc, late one evening, news readied Cristoforo that 
his friend, Margherita Cantelma, was lying dangerously 
ill at Mortara, some miles from Milan, and that her 
doctor, Aquila, refused to go to her that night " I 
could have wished myseh* elsewhere!'' he wrote to 
the Marchesa, " but, Madoima Marghcrita's life being 
as dear to mc as it Is to you, I hastened to find 
Aquila, and forced him by ray importunity to ac- 
company mc to iVIorlara at midnight. There was no 
moon, so we had only lanterns to guide us, and were 
nearly droTAned in the Ticino. and when at length we 
reached Mortara we found the poor lady in a dying 
state. Jtut with great rnpidity he mixed a potion, 
which had the most marvellous effect and brought 
her hack from death to life, and we stayed with her 
four days, until she was out of danger. Now M'e hear 
that she is improving every day. She was only skin 
and bones, poor lady ! but she asked continually after 



« CARADOSSO'S INKSTAND 

Your Si^ory, and when she was at the worst, kept 
begging nie tu &Bd some pretty present to send 
you-" 

The Marchesa herself was ill of fever at the tirae^ 
but wrote on the 27th of Septemher to thank 
Cristofom for his services, and tell him that .'ihe 
had seen Caradosso and greatly admired the cup, 
but found it too large for her studio^ and was 
hupiii^ soon to see tlie inkstand, which wa^i not 
yet quite fini-shed.' " If yoii go to Rome," she adds, 
"we hope you will present yourself to His Holiness, 
and all others, a^ our sienant and sculptor, which 
you are, and will, I hope, always remain, knowing 
that this does us great honour. And we are truly 
glad to hear that change of air contio|i£S to do 
you good," 

It wais now Cristoforo's turn to express his 
concern at the Marcliesa's illness; and in a long 
letter from Hologna lie sent hor greetings from Casio, 
who was about to accompany him to Rome, and 
told her of all the masses and prayers which he 
had ordered to he offered up on her behalf, Isabella 
replied m a long letter, written early in November, 
sliortly before the birth of her second son Ercole, 
full of directions and messages to her friends in Rome- 

** We are very gUd to hear that you aie on your 
way to Rome, where we would rather see you than 
in any other place, and we hope that you will sen'e 
us AS well there as you did at Milan, and will especi- 
ally endeavour to find us some rare antiques from 
the recent excavations, with which we may adorn 

» Siff. V«nt«ri «Ulct that CamcloaisD'B inkatand, which lubctU 
«Tcntunl1>- purehftXMl for h«r ttudio, i< now ip tho Df^yTiu col- 
lection tik rarit {op. cit,). 




CniSTOFORO IN ROMB 

our studio, Kirst of nil yon might *iee ilie <tom of 
Zampcluna. \^'lio hsxs Utely died, and has, wc licar, 
left many Hrie tlung?> which may suit u.h. And if 
you ha\'e need of any help in obtaining tltese an* 
tiques, you inigfit present yourself as our servant 
to the Cardinal di S. IVassede (Antonio Palla\'icino), 
wlio. out of love to us, mil gi\'e you the help of 
his Ruthority, Vou can also confer with Rrognolo, 

i-who is at present in Rome. Let us know when you 
Iiare made any bargiiin, and we will send the money, 
I knew you would be grieved to hear of our illness^ 
because of the love you bear us. and if you oflered 
prayers and \'ows to God for our health, they came 
from a faithful and understanding soul, and were 
well-pleasing to us. We ftre now recovering, hy 
Gods grace, and arc regaining strength every day< 
Go in peace, with our best wishes for your health." 

Soon after Cristoforo reached Rome, the Mantuan 
agent. Lodovico Brognoto, inibrmed Isabella that, 
although he is aware her heart is set on antiques, 
he is sending her a cameo, which Messer Zoati 
Crisloforo has praised for its rare beauty, and for 
which, by his advice, lie has paid 20 ducat«. Then 
we hear of other treasures, bronzes and medals 
aixl marbles, which have been dug up durii^ the 
recent excavations, and eventually find their way 
to Mantua. "As I know Your Highness is anxious 
to secure antiques to adorn your Grotta,' writes 
Fra SeraHno, a clown who was in high favour both 

*%t Mantua and Urbino, " I »^end you a marble dgure, 
which was lately dug up here* Your Excellency is 
so Icanicd in these things tlial you will, 1 am sure, 
recognise its beauty and understand its meaning at 
once, without sending for Zoan Cristotbro. And 
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THE CUPID OF PRAXITELES 



1 beg you to pliice it in your Grotta for my sake-"* 
Then Stazio Gadio, her son's tutor, telk her of a 
head of Ariadne and a fine marble satyr, which have 
been lately brought to Ught Cntbrtunately Isabella 
was compelled to decline tliese offers, sorely against 
her will, having no money to spaie* since she had 
spent too much in building a new house ; although 
she owned that, were she to see these antiquities, it 
was quite possible they would please her so much that 
she would have to keep tlieni,-' But in the course 
of that autumn she did succeed in adding one antique 
of rare beauty to her collection — a Cupid sleeping 
on a lions skin, which svas ascribed to Praxiteles, 
The precious marble belonged to Ales^iandro Ronatti, 
and after a prolonged correspondence wa.s ultimately 
acquired by her agent, Brognolo, with the help of 
Cardinal di S. Prassede, Duke Guidobatdo, and his 
nephew, Francesco Maria. It was sent to Mantua 
in November, and placed in the Grotta, where De 
Thon saw it when he visited the Castello in 1573, 
and pronounced it to be still more l)eautiful than 
the famous Cupid of Michel Angelo, A tradition 
indeed was current at Mantua in those days that 
Michel Angelo himself, conscious of the superiority 
of the Greek marble, begged the Marchesa always 
to show his Cupid to visitors before they were allowed 
to see the genuine antique. Cristoforo Romano* 
who took a keen interest in the Roman excjivations, 
and was present with Michel Angelowhen the Laocoon 
was discovered in the bed of the Tiber, praised this 
Cupid as one of the finest things which he had seen, 
in a very interesting letter which he wrote to Isabella 
on the 1st of December. 

1 Luzio c Rcnier, Maniova c tV^tno^ p, 168. 
• D'Areo, ArU € Jri^fid, il 77. 



ROMAN ANTIQUES 7 

** Illustrious Lady mine, — This morning I pre- 
sented your letter with much pleasure to the Cardinal 
di S. Prassede, delivering it with my own hands, 
and he spoke \'ery wannly of you, and made me 
all manner of oflcrs in your name, for whieh I thanked 
him Hincerely. Only he is so old that he will hardly 
be able to do much more for us- Thank God T 
am keeping well, and live happy under the shadow 
of Your Excellency's protection, which follows me 
all over the world. Yesterday I kissed the feet of 
His HoUness and saluted him in your name, which 
pleased him greatly. He sends you liis best thanks, 
and will attend to your widie*;, of which I infonned 
him ; but* aa he was engaged with these Cardinals, 
I could not say anytliing more to him. Since tlken 
I have been spending my time in revisiting the 
remains of ancient Rome. So many 'fine things' 
have been discovered since I was here last that I 
am dumbfoundered at the sight. Here many people 
take interest in these matters, so that it has become 
very difficult to get the bc*jt things, unless you are 
the first to see them and ready to pay well, as 
they soon fetch large prices, I must go and see a 
bronze reUef worked in silver, which 1 hear is very 
fine, and which, it seems to me. Your Highness 
might like- I will strike the bargain if I can, be- 

Lcause it would be an ornament worthy of any place. 

'And I will keep my eyes open, and have already 
told the excavators to let me know, before any one 
else, if tliey find a really good antique, and I will 
lose no opportunity of serving you. But, if Your 
Excellency comes to Home this carnival, I am sure 
many fine presents will he given you, and here your 
coming is awaited with the utmost eagerness. I 
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MEDALS AND STATUES 



have already told several Cardiiwls that you are 
coimng to Rome v'itliout fail, and I know they will 
give you so warm a welcome^ and you will be so 
happy, and this place and everytliing here will 
please you so well, that you wiU grieve to leave 
it, and will often wish to return, and this for many 
rea^'ujns. Berause, in the first place, you will find 
sweet and pleasant company, most of all that of 
Madonna Felice, the Pope's daughter, a mo^t charm- 
ing lady, of rare intellect and goodness, very fond 
of antiques, of letters, and of all good works, and 
a devoted slave of Your Highness, as she has often 
told me- I rejoice to hear of your fine hoy. Thank 
God your illness has ended so happily I Be of good 
cheer, dear lady, and may God give you much joy 
in your children. T repeat that the Cupid which 
Brognoto has secured for you is a must rare and 
excellent thing, and I swear, by the God I adore, 
that if it had heen bought for any one but Vour 
Highness it should never have left Rome. In old 
days, when 1 was a boy, I used all my power and 
skill to pi'event such things going to the Cardinal 
of Aragoii and Lorenzo dei Medici, because it grieved 
me then, as it still giieves me to-day, to see Rome 
stripped of all its treasures. And there iirt few such 
marbles left here now. But for Your Excellency's 
sake I woiJtl do aiiytliing, and care for nothing 
else in the world as long as I am able to please 
you. — Your servant, Zoan Cristofouo Homano,"** 
Cristoforos description of the rage for antiques 
which prevailed at the time in Rome, and of the 
difficulty of securing any really good work at a 
reasonable price, is confimied by another of Isabella's 

1 A, Venturi,Ofi. di. 
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THE HEUCUI.ES OF THE BELVRnERE 9 

corrcspondenb>,8 Greek scholar, Gioi^odiNegroponto, 
whom she had also commissioned to send her some 

'beautifVil thing for the Grotta> " Althotigh, in truth," 
he writes to the Marchesn on the 19th of May 1507, 
** nothing is left of uncicut Rome hut her ininiortal 
name, %\ith some ruins and fVagments of statues, 
whenever I see something of rare excellence I wish 
for the magician s wand to waft it to my dear kdy. 
If it costs me iny life, I will manage to <iend some 

|l>eaiitifi]l antique, hnt inHeed^ Mmlanin mia, this is 
a work of great difficulty, For» if such a thing is 
found, there are in a moment so many buyers in 
the market that it needs a miracle to secure it- I 
hear of men buying finely worked medals, covered 
with rust, for 8 or 10 ducats, and selling them for 
25 or 30. and sometimes they lose, and at other 
tini« they make money. Not four day*; ago a 
man bought a medal of Nero for 6 ducats, and after 
cleaning it could have sold it for 12 ducat^i, hut 
would not take lcs\ than 2.V Last Saturday a 
Roman, who was digging in his g;irdcn in the Campo 
di Fiori, found a Hercules clad in the lion's skin, 
holding A club in the right hand, and in the left a 
hoy of four years old, Pha*drus (the learned Cardinal 
Ingiiirami, whose portrait wii% painted by Rapliael) 
says that the statue is not a Hercules at all, but 
represents the Erapernr Commodus. It was taken 
to the Vatican the dtty after it had been dug up, and 
I hear that His Holiness has gi\'en the lucky finder 
a benefice worth 180 ducats a year." 

This statue of Hcrrules and Telephus, or Commo- 
dus with the attributes of Hercules, as it is sometimes 
called, is still one of the ornaments of the Belvedere 
Museum, where it w»s placed by Pope Julius. Three 
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PRACTICAL JOKES 



months later, this same Giorgio otiered IsabclU ati 
antique pavement of porphyry, serpentine, and other 
coloured marhles. but we do not hear if she was 
able to pay for it, gladly va she would have obtained 
it for her Grotta.' 

Unfortunately Isabella s wish to \isit Rome was 
once more disappointed. Several years passed away, 
and her friend, the sculptor, had long been in his 
gra\'e, when she at length suav the wonders of the 
Eternal City, On the very day thai she received 
Maiit€gna\s Faustina, she wrote joyfully to tell 
Cristoforo, who fully appreciated the value of her 
latest acquisition, '* We think you have heard," she 
wrote on the 5th of August 15or>, '' how we secured 
M. Vianello's agate vase and painting of Pharaoh, 
and now we have also obtained possession of the 
Faustina of M. Andrea Muntegna. So, Uttle by 
little* we are forming a studio of our own. Be ^till 
on the look'Out for any antiques, bronzes medals, or 
other excellent things, and let us know their prices 
quickly, but in any case buy the medals, and we 
will not fail to send the money-" ^ 

This paragraph forms the postscript to a long 
letter which the Marchcsa devotes to one of those 
practical jukes which these great ladies were fond of 
playing on their courtiers. In this case, the person 
in question was Bernardo Accoiti, the brilliant 
iviproiiA'fttore known as riTnico Aretino, whose 
popularity was so great in Rome that the shops 
were shut and the streets deserted when he began 
to recite. This eccentric poet professed the most 
extravagant adoration for the Duchess of Urbino, 

1 Luxio Jn Arth, Sl Lmh,, 18S6< p. 94. 
> A. Venturi, Jn:h, St. ti ArU, L 151. 
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while his excessive vanity exposed him to frequent 
attacks from the wits and jesters at her court.' On 
this occasion Isabella had desired Cristoforo Rouiano 
to give the poet one of her portrait medals when lie 
saw him At Foiisombroiie, on his way to Rome, but 
the Duchofis, by way of teoiing her adorer, begged 
the sculptor oiUy to show him the Marchesa^s medal 
and tell him that he could not spare a replica. As 
Elisabetta expected. Hie Aretines Jealousy was 
greatly excited when he found how many of these 
medals had been distributed in Rome and LIrbino 
among Isabella's friendK, and he filled both courts 
with bitter complaints. At length the Duchess 
bi^an to think it was time to put an end to his 
deluHon, and Isabella sent Cristoforo a letter feign- 
ing the utmost displeasure at his forgetfulness in 
neglecting to give the Aretine her medal. In a 
postscript she privately begged him to let the poet 
see this fictitious document, in order to save Elisa- 
betta^s reputation, and prevent the spoilt favourite 
from discovering the trick which had caused every 
one else so much amusement. This was only one 
of many similar pieces of fooling in which both 
these wise and middle-aged princesses took delight, 
and which tlic extravagant adulation of the Aretine^s 
language and ^ieutiments provoked. The rruelty of 
the traitres^s of Urbino and the fascinating wiles of 
the siren of Mantua — *^tajicaiclla dciUi Mankesana 
€ la ffiotoiicelia de fa I}uchessa (U Urbifto^" as he 
presumed to style these illustrious ladies — were the 
perpetual themes of the letters and verses which he 
addressed to his patrons, and which they accepted 
and answered in the same singular strain. 

1 DcnnttUiun, op. <i£.j i-ot. 11. p, ^, 
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ISABELLA'S MEDAL 



Another replica of the Marchesa'?s medal which 
Cristoforo Romano took with him to Naples in the 
autumn of 1507. was given by her orders to her 
husband's faithful secretary, Jacopo d'Atri. who had 
long been absent from Mantua, on a diplomatic 
mission to Ferdinand the Catholic, and who welcomed 
this gift with heartfelt joy, 

"Zoan Cristoforo" be wrote to Ii;abella on the 
24th of October, *'your devoted scn'ant, is here, and 
has given me a medal of Yom* Excellency, which is 
infinitely beautiful, as you are yourself. He tells mc 
thnt he has shown it as a di\ine thing to all these 
Queens, who looked at it with the gieatest admira- 
tion. The Queen Consort saw it before she went to 
Spain, and seemed as if she could ne^er be tired of 
looking at it, saying that, besides rare beauty of 
feature, it showed sigiib of great intelligence, wliich 
agreed with the reputation you possesse* when she 
lived in Fiunce imd made her exceedingly anxious 
to meet you/' This was Gennaine de Foix, the 
second wife of Ferdinand the Catholic, who had been 
brought up at the Fi'ench court. The other illus- 
trious ladies then present at Xaplcs were Isabella's 
aunt, Beatrice, the widowed Queen of Hungary ; her 
cousin, Isabella, Duchess of Milan ; and the daughters 
of Gonsalvo de Cordova, A'iceroy of Naples. " All 
tlie others who saw your portrait praised it in the 
highest tenns, especially tlie galUnt and gracious 
daughters of the Great Captain, who, after looking at 
it again and again a thouhand times ovcFp kissed the 
beautiful medal, saying that they too had often heard 
of your talents and virtues. I asked Zoan Cristoforo 
which of all these great ladies would like to have a 
similar medal best, and he replied that all of them had 
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praised it in the same glowing terms, but that those 
who had Oie hest jiidgmeiil gave it the highest 
pnuse. Above oil* the fair Hnd gallant daughters 
of the Great Cnptain seemed to wisli exceedingly to 
po»!>eKS such an effigy of Your Higliness, Since 
Zoan Cristoforo has been here, he ha?i also made a 
medal of the Duchess of Mil^n, which is very beauti- 
ful, and has a very skilfully wrought veil, but only 
the face and head are finished as yet. Besides tliis, 
he has made another of the Pope, which is verj' like 
him, but whk'h people care for less, as he is old and 
ugly. But the reverse — two figures oflTering a 
sacritice — is admirable, and may be compared, in 
the judgment of the best eritics, to a fine antique, 
I feel sure tJiat it will please Your Highness, whose 
servant he always remains. T<vday he goes to Itome 
with the Cardinal of Aragon/* * 

After spending the next two years in Rome and 
ITrhino, M-here he was always a welcome guest, 
Cristoforo «ent to the Santa Casa of Loreto^ where 
Pope Julius employed him to rebuild the Campanile 
of this famous Basilica, and to contiiuie the works 
whirh Bramant^ had b^^in. He still wrote lively 
letters to His friend Bembo at the Court of IJrbino, 
"the temple of virtue and chastity/* where his happiest 
days had been spent, and sent afTcetion&tc greetings 
to the Duchess and Emilia Pia- And both Isabella 
and her brother, Cardinal d'Este, exerted themselves 
to obtain a rich benefice which he coveted. But his 
health failed rapidly, and he died in May 1512, leaving 
to the notary who made his will his eopy of Bembo*s 
AmUuti a^ his most precious possession. Casio wrote 
a Latin epitaph for his tomb at Loreto, and Isabella 
1 VeaUiri, op, di. 



14 FRA SABUA DA CASTIGLIONE 

lamented him as a true ftiend and loyal ser^ aut, as well 
as one of the most biiUiaiit and acoomplished artists 
of her court. 

There was another cultivated gentleman, the 
Knight Templar. Fra Sabbh da Oastiglione, a kins- 
man of Ealdassarre, and an intimate friend of 
Cristoforo Romano, who corresponded frequently 
with Isabella on those ?jubjects which intereiited 
her so deeply. Bom in 1484 at IMiIan, Fra Sabba 
had known Cristoforo and Lorenzo da Pavia at 
the Stbrzas' court, and remembered Niccolo da 
Correggio b& the finest gentleman of his day. On 
his way to join the Knights of his Order in the island 
of Rhodes, in May 1505^ he paid a visit to Mantua 
and promised the chamiing Marche-sa to send lier 
some of the choice antiques that were daily being 
brought to light in the isles of Greece. During the 
three years which he spent on this ban'en island, far 
from his "'sweet friends and dearly loved Italy." he 
devoted himself loyally to this task in spite of many 
difficulties. Tlicrc were, as he told her* m Rhodes, 
especially in the garden of the Grand Muster, many 
excellent sculptnrcs lying despised and uncared for. 
exposed to wind and rain, which made him feet as if 
the bones of his fatlter were unburicd. But when he 
expressed his feelings in a sonnet, whirh he hung 
round the neck of a statue, the Knights of other 
nationalities, "of whom," he remarks, "the less said 
the better," declared that he was an idolater, like 
alt Italians, and he foimd it wise to hold his peace. 
Under these circumstances the young Knight Tem- 
plar advised the Marchesa to ask Monseigneur de 
Chaumont, the FrcTifh Vicei-oy of Milan, who was 
a nephew of the Grand Master, to beg his uncle to 
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send him some Greek »sUtues ajid other antiquities. 
She might further suggest tlial, as His Reverence 
was no doubt occupied willi afltiint of greater im- 
portance, he should desire the Italian Fra Sabbk da 
Ca-stiglione to undertake this commission. Only, 
the Klarchei>a must on no account allow it to appear 
that the suggestion proceeds from Sabba himself 
"For in this case," wrote Fra Sabb^, "I shall be 
handed over as a pagan and heretic to the Inqui- 
sition, who will promptly reduce me to smoke and 
ashes ! Such, alas I is the folly and malevolence of 
ignorant menl"* 

In his lonely exile the poor young scholar thought 
sadty of tlie happy days that he had spent at Milan 
and Mantua, and begged to be affectionately remem- 
bered to Mcsscr Marclietto, the famous singer, and 
McNser Feddc, the goldsmith. His own literary 
pursuits, he tells Isstbella, are all in abeyance. His 
collection of epitaphs, which was to be dedicated to 
the Marchesa, remains unfinished, and he can make 
hut Uttlc progress with a new work on Chivalrj% in 
which he is attempting to draw the portrait of a good 
and perfect knight according to his own ideas. Rut at 
]ea.>it lie can discuss t)ic subjecL with the Castitian 
Knights of his Order, who know, or think they know, 
a great deal on the subject. Hut Mars, with his 
horrid trumpet, is ever calling him to arms, and the 
hand which once held the pen must now handle sword 
and lance. For an attack Irom the Turk \% daily 
expected* and tlie gallant Templars ore making ready 
and await his coming with devotion and courage. 
Meanwhile hi*^ one solace, he tells his dear lady, 

^ lAtirrr inediU Jt Fra Sahlni rla Catiigiltmr ; Liizio, 4rt^ St. 
bmA., 1686, p. 99. 
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HIS ACADEMY 



is that he has founded a new Academy, on a grange 
P&rnassus if you will — with no magnificent halls or 
golden portico, ajtd no well-cultivated gardens gay 
with flowers, hut on the barren sea-shore, where the 
waves dash against the rocks and the winds howl with 
ceaseless fury. Here he recites tragedies, comedies, 
eclogues, and j^tircn to the music of tlie wild waves, 
and if a hoarse raven should chance to aUght on the 
rocks and lend an attentive ear to his recitation, he 
cuuiiLs hitiificlf Hiost fortunate and marks Lhe day 
with a white stone. '' So life goes with a man doomed 
to spend his days among harbanans I Hut perhaps/* 
he adds, " Fortune, the strong goddess, is keeping me 
for better timei.*' There are gleams of sunshine too 
in his dreary life, as when, in tlie month of May. he 
goes for a summer sail to the Cycladcs and sees the 
birthplace uf so many divine hei-ocs. He visits 
Delos, the home of Apollo and Diana, but could 
weep to sec the broken columns and infijute number 
of marble statues, carved by tlie finest chisels, lying 
on the ground, and longs in \*ain to heju' away these 
priceless iragments to adorn his ladys Grotta. All 
he can send her are his racdalsT which he ^vraps 
up in a sumiet written amid the ruins of the temple, 
so that at least she may be able to say that her 
collectioti boasts some antiques from the home of 
ApoUo.* 

At length, after eighteen weary monttis, the long- 
desired letter froni Monseigneur de Chuumont arrived, 
and was duly presented to the Cmnd Master. The 
Marchcsa had acted with her habitual dexterity, mid 
ere long His Most Reverend Signorj'gave Fra SabbA 
gracious permission to swiR'h for anoient marbles and 

* Luxio, Of), ai, pp. 1O0-305. 
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send them by ship to Venice, The poor Knight 
was in the seventh heaven ! Now at length he may 
roam at will througli the island, seeking out new 
treasures with the eyes of Argus, without feftr of being 
branded as a heretic or idolater. But there are still 
two perilous ^^hoaU to be avoided. One is the danger 
of the treasures falling into the hands of a certain 
Knight of the Order at Venice, who may detain them 
longer than is convenient ; the other, that they sliould 
be sent to Milan, For, although Mon>ieigneur dc 
Chaumont, being of French race and a native of a 
barbarous coiuitiy, cares iittle for such things — unless, 
indeed, tt were a head of Father Bacchus, the god of 
wine ! — there are many good ;mti<jijaries in Milan 
who know the true value of these precious fragments. 
So he takes advantage of the visit of a Parma 
traveller, who is on bis way home, to send Isabella 
two heads of Amazons from the newly di*«"overed 
Tomb at Halicania.ssus, erected, it is said, by Arte- 
misia in honour of her husband Mausolus, as well 
as a marble statuette — without head or limbs, alas! 
but with the finest draperies— from the Isle of 
Naxos. "And although it is sadly mutilated," he 
adds, " I beg Your Signory to take it wth a glad 
heart and serene brow, for I think it mil not dis- 
please Andrea Mantegtm nor my own Zoan Cristo- 
foro, if these two are still present in humim form 
among us." But when Fra Sabbi'is letter {c,v dura 
Rbodo) was written, on the 16th of April 15U7, 
Cristoforo had already gone to Rome, and Messer 
Andrea had been dead rn^ny months. 

These things, "contrary to their custom," as 
Sabba remarks, reached their destination safely, and 
brought bim a grateful letter from the Marchesa, 

vox* 11. B 
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" that happy Madonna who shines as the sun among 
the smaller stars." Unluckily, his seArch for antique ■ 
was interrupted by a serious illness, and when be was 
about to land at Halicunmssu*^, alter a two muntli^' 
cruise, in the depth of winter^ the sudden appewance 
of twenty armed Turkish galleys forced him to beat 
a retreat, without ever seeing the noble Tomb which 
was the object of his journey. When he suggested 
that the Grand Master should present Isabella with a 
marble sea-god clasping a nymph in hisarms^ which 
had lately been sent him from Hahcamassus, His 
Reverence replied, "Ukc a person of little knowledge 
in these matten, that he could not send so insignifi- 
cant a figure to so great a lady, and I dared say no 
more," adds Sabbi, "for the least eontradiction 
makes him as difficult to handle as a prickly 
broom." Another marble vase, on which Sabb^ 
also had his eye, was, unluckily, converted by the 
same dignitary into a wine-cooler, so that all he 
couM send Isabella that time was a bundle of a 
sweet-scented wood called ailamta^ " which takes a 
most beautiful polish, and would make a fine lyre or 
viol in the hands of any good instrument makerp** 
But in his secret soul, as he tells his dear lady, he 
cherislies a magnificent dream, which, if carried 
out, would give her glorious city a new splendom-. 
This is nothing less than the removal to Mantua of 
the noble and celebrated Tomb lately discovered at 
Halicamassus. He has already spoken to the captain of 
an Italian ship and a Cremona engineer, both of whom 
assure liim this could easily be managed, at compara- 
tively small expense. But before this splendid dream 
could be carried into execution, the leave of absence 
arrived, for which Fra Sabb^ had so long pined. 
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and he left Rhodes witli joy, only regretting that he 
had never seen Artemisia's Mauwleuin- 

Before his depjirturc, he obtained the Grand 
Masters leave to send the marble soa-god to Mantua, 
and managed to smuggle a marble head from Chios 
and another fine fraginejit from Delos among his own 
biggage. 

In July 1508, Fra SabM rcaebcd Rome after his 
tliree yean*' exilc^ and lo hj> gi'eat joy was invited to 
eater the service of the Viear-General erf* his Order 
in that city. He remained in Rome till 1516, when 
he was appointed Prior of a house of Kniglits 
Templars near Faenza, Here he lived till an 
advanced old age, enjoying book^ and leisure, and 
writing the Ricordi^ in which he describes himself as 
** a poor Knight, whose little studio is adorned with a 
head of St. John Baptist by Donatello and a St. 
Jerome in alabaster by a Lombai^d master, the finest 
1 have ever seen, and can also boast several intar- 
mature pictures by Fra Damiano da IJergamo."' 

Here he received visits firom Cardinal Bembo and 
many of Ids old friends^ and in 1521> had the honour 
of entertaining Ilis Holiness Fopc Clement VII, 
when he came to crown the Emperor Charles V. 
at Bologna. Fra SabbiL sent Isabella the antiques 
which he liad brought from Rhodes, as soon as he 
landed in Italy, but we never learn if he saw the 
Marchesa again, 

* Luno «p. a'/. ; Peltuo in Afth. St. Lomh.^ 3076, |k 570. 
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itatwrlU'H library in iha Grottn— Horrcltttions with Aldo Mantmo — 
Letters of LorcDK^i iXa Pav)a and <*f Aldo — Tbc Aldinc editions 
of cWfiics — liabeUa's letters to Aldo — Hcti throv-atntopriiion 
on Mnnliinn territory — Letter of tlir- Emperor MnKtmiliim to 
IftnbclU on h\^ behnlf — Death nf AlHn Mnn^Jtln — Lorenso 
dft I'ftvia'a lA»t letters to IsabeHa — Ht» journey to Home and 
death. 

Besides paintings* antiques, and medals, the Grott« 
of the Corte \'ecchia contained the choicest treasures of 
Isabella d'Este's libraiy, safely kept on shelves under 
lock and key. Here were placed those rare manuscripts 
of Greek »nd Latin authors which she loved to col- 
lect, the French and Spanish romances m which she 
touk 50 much pleasure, and the richly illtiniiiULltrd and 
sumptuously hound volumes of original poems pre- 
sented to her by living writers, and dtxlicatcd to her 
in flower>' epistles, 

" Ask Maddalena for the key of the Grotta," she 
wrote from Milan, in the summer of 1514, to Gian 
Giacomo Calandra, " and take the Carccrc d^Amore^ 
out of my library and send it to nie here/' Again, 
two years earlier, her friend the Venetian patrician, 
Carlo Francesco \'alerio, wrote to beg for the loan of 
the Marchesa*s two editions of the Cento Novelie, one 
of which he had seen in the Grotta, the other in M. 
Giacomo Calandra^ii Canicrino.' 

> Hie SpttoiaU rvnuiDce, Ltt Carcei d'Amor, by Diego di Sou Pcdixi, 

> YrUrte, Goidic d. B, ArU, 1 S95. 
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Cfilnndra, one of the most cuUivated Among the 
younger Munluan scholars, acted iia libmriuri for the 
M»rchesa, and ullcrwards succeeded hi;* father in the 
office of Castellan. In 1516, he wrote to her in 
great conceni, saying that while he was ill in bed the 
lock of tlie libraiy had been broken open, and several 
volumes taken out of the shelves, while the otliers 
were left in such confusion tliat it was difficult to 
open the doors without liurting the books,' 

In July 1501, Isabella wrote to her agent Trotti : 
•* AVe vds\\ to have the works of all the best authors 
to adorn our studio/' This same year she was able to 
enrich her collection wit)i the first of those famous 
editions of classical autliors that were being printed at 
Venice by Aldo Maniizio. 

On the 8th of July 1501, she wrote to Ix»renzo to 
inquire about the Virgil which was the first of the 
series, and luid appeared in April: "Some Virgils 
printed in a small size, vvith minute and almost italic 
type, have lately been brought here for sale, and 
please me very much, I hear that the works ot 
Petrarch and Ovid are also to be published, and 
should like to have them both in paTOhment." 

A fortniglit later, I^rcnzo sent his mistress the 
following letter in reply ; — 

" Most illustrious Madonna, — I saw by your last 
letter that you wisiied me to send you the three 
books, 2,f. V^irgil, Petrarch, and Ovid, in parchment, 
and so I went at once tn the house of Maestro Aldo, 
who prints these books in a small form and in the 
finest italic t}'pc that you ever saw. It is he who 
printed Ihc lirsl Greek hook^, and he is a very dear 
friend of mine. At present only Virgil is to be 

' Lnxlfr e Beakr in Giom, St. d. ^ 
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had in parchment, so I send it you herewith. The 
Petrarcli is not yet lini^ihed, but they teil me it will 
be ready in about ten days. As yet they have only 
printed ahoiit fifteen (M>pie:s on this paper, and have 
already bound them. This has been owing to the 
dearth of pai'chmcnt, as they have great difficulty in 
obtaining the small amount required for Ihf Virgils 
as well as for the Pctrarchs, But Your Signoria shall 
have Petrarch, which is not yet bound. M, Aldo 
has promised me to choose a copy for you leaf by 
leaf, so that yours shall be the finest of all, and the 
said Maestro will do this all the more gladly because 
he has been helped in his work by M. Pietro Hembo, 
who is most devoted to Your Signoria. He it is 
who has had these poems printed from a manuscript 
which Petrarch wrote with his own hand, and which 
I also have held in my hand. It belongs to a Paduan. 
and is so precious that they have printed the book 
letter by letter, after the original, with the greatest 
possible care. As soon as it is finished 1 will send it 
to you, as they wisli yours to be the first that appears, 
an<l hold this to be of good omen, and feel sure the 
work will obtain a gi-cat success since Your Excellency 
will have had the first copy- After the Petrarch, 
Haute will he printed, in the same shape and tj'pe, 
and after Dante, 0\-id, which I think they will begin 
towards tlie end of September, b\jt the Dante in 
about twenty days ; and 1 b^ you to seek for some 
goat-skin paper, which should be clear and very white 
and line and even, not thick in one place and thin in 
another, because formerly I have seen beautiful paper 
in Mantua, The great difficulty is to find good paper 
for the Dante and Ovid- They will be of the same 
size as the Petrarch, witli Uie sheet whole. Your 
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HigliDess may trust me to do my utmost. I mean 
you to have something as rare and incomparable as 
Your Most Excellent Highness herself. And nothing 
ill the world pleases me more than to obey your 
orders, rcracrabcring the kindnciy wluch you have 
ever !>huwii inc. The Virgil and IVlnuvh, they say, 
will cost no less than 3 ducats apiece. — Your ser^'ant, 
LoR£N;fuDA Favia,"' Venice, July 26. 150L 

The Marchesa was delighted to think of the 
honour that Maestro Aldo was about to pay her. 
and wrote back to say she was eagerly expecting the 
Virgil, which, however, her senant Franccschino had 
been unable to bring, and promised to M:nd to Parma 
for the fine carta pccora^ of which there was none in 
Mantua. True to his word, on the 3rd of August 
Lorenzo sent his mistress the promised Petrarch, 
unbound, saying he has no doubt she will prefer to 
cover it with some precious material and adorn It 
with silver clasps. Hut he has lately seen, in the 
hand*! of a mcrcliant who has just arrived ivom. 
Flanders, the finest binding and silver clasps in the 
world, and has obtained a promise from him that he 
will take a Viigil and Petrartrh with liim to Flanders 
to be bound in the same fasliion and return them 
before Christmas, The Marche^a eagerly accepted 
the merchant s offer, and her two copies of Petrarch 
were sent to be bound in Flanders. But, instead of 
sending them back at Chris-tmas. the Flemisli binder 
kept tliem till Whitsuntide, and Lorenzo confessed 
that he was not altogether satisfied with the suc- 
cess of his experiment, " 1 send Your Excellency 

" Bwcbet, Ai4c Manuct; A. F. Didot, Aide Marmce rf rHelUft- 
£fw i} Venitt, |>. 170; iilM> A. Luxio in Giofn. SU d. LdU, voL 
y*"** p. 18, for tlic correct text. 
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the two Petrarclis which were bound in Flanders, 
They might, it &eeins to me, have been better finished, 
but, to say the truth, I am in the habit of thinking 
that a tiling tor you is never so perfect but that it 
might be still more so." But, whatever Isabella 
thouglit of the binding, she was charmed with the 
hooks themselves, The*ie exquisite editions, printed 
in havidy little volumes on the finest of paper, exactly 
suited her Hne taste. In November 1502. she ordered 
another Petrarch and Dante, and by degrees the 
whole series issued by the Aldine press found their 
way into her library. A beautiftU Uttle copy of the 
Virgil printed in July 1501, bound in dark green and 
gold morocco, with IHuniinated capitals and margins, 
is still preserved in the Eritish Museum^ It belonged 
to Isabella**! second 5on» Cardinal Ercole GouKugn, 
and bears the date 1527, in his own handwriting. 

In 1503, the gi'eat printer himself wrote straight 
to Isabella, begging her to intercede Mith her husband 
for a certain Federico Cei'esara, a Mantuan by birth, 
who had killed his o^vn brotlier in u lit of rage, and 
bad been in pri»ion for tliis crime during two years, to 
the great di?itress of tlie unhappy mother, who was 
thus deprived of both her sons. The request was 
granted, and, partly out of gratitude to the Marchesa, 
but still more in token of his adminttion for her love 
of letters, Aldo sent her a new volume which he 
published in July 1504, with the following epistle in 
el^unt Liitin : — 

^* Aldus to Isabella, Princess of Mantua, sends 
greeting. During these last daj-s I received a \isit 
from Battista Scalona [the Marquis's sccretar5% whom 
Isabella had sent to \'enice, and charged to bring back 
Bellini's Prc^epio with him] — a youth disUnguished 
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l^ his rare learning. As we conversed together, we 
sp<^e of you, and naturally dwelt on the favour shown 
to ftU scholars and men of excellence by Vour Majesty, 
who are yourself as learned as you are saintly and 
virtuous. My I'espect and adniiiatioii for you is now 
even greater than it was before, and I desire, as soon 
as possible, to render you a further act of homage 
by dedieating one of my books to Your Majesty. 
Sleanwhilc, allow me to send you as a gift the Life 
of Apollonius of Tyaiift, with the Tract t>f Eu^icbius 
agaimt Hicroclc^ in (trcek and Latin, and the verMis 
of Grt^ry Xazianzcn in a Latin translation, which 
ha\*e Ijeen lately published by me and are not un- 
worthy to be read by yon, hoping they will please 
Your Majesty, And, although I know they are not 
worthy to come into your divine hands in their 
present unadorned condition. 1 s^nd them none the 
less, encouraged by my dear Scatona and trusting to 
your indulgence^ since, as you are aware, those wlio 
have no incense to offer on the altar of the Gods are 
allowed to bring milk, salt, and Hour- They will at 
least be a token of ray respect for Your Majesty.'** 

On the ICth of May 1505. Isabella liegged Aldo 
to send her copie*; of all the Latin books which lie 
had printed in this small edition, excepting the V^irgil, 
which she had already. " And when you print fresh 
volumes^'' she adds* " do !iot forget to print some on 
fine paper for us, and that as quickly as possible. 
Please let us know the price, and wc will send you 
the money at once," 

Aldo replied on the Sftrd : " 1 have received 
Your Excellency's letter saying that you wish to 
have all my httle books on vellum. At present 1 
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only have these: Martial, Catullus, TibuUus, Pro- 
pertius, uubuundf aiid HuracCf willi Juveuol and 
Persius, bound and ilhimiiialod. If Your Highness 
pica-scs, I will send you these immeditttcly. As to 
the future, 1 will obey Your Illustrious Highnesses 
commands," ^ 

But the insntinble Marcluones^^ £till asked for 
more. On the 27th she wrote ugaJn : " Messer 
Aldo, — You would give us >iingular pleasure if you 
would send us a copy of all your little editions 
on vellum, not bounds like the Petrarch^ which is 
exceptionally fine ; and if they suit us, we will send 
you the money, and, if not, return them at once. If 
you will do this, we should be infinitely obliged. 
Remember, whenever you print any more works in 
thb fonu, alw;iy» to print one for us on vellum* as 
we have written before/' 

On the 9th of June, Aldo sent Isabella all the 
books which he had in stock printed on vellum, by 
the hands of a kinsman of his wife, Giovanni d'Asola, 
with a note informing her of their diflferent prices. 
"Martial,CatulIu3,Tibullus,Propertius,andLucanun' 
bound ; Horace, Juvenal, and Persius bound together, 
with illuminated capitals. This last volume is priced 
at ducats, or at least 4." Maitial, '*4 ducats, or at 
least S." Catullus, Tibullus, Propertius, *'a ducats, 
or at least 2^ '' ; and Luoan, '* 8 durats, or at least 2^/ 
But, much as Isabella liked the books, ahe did not 
choo?ic to give the price which Aide asked. She 
sent them back on the 30th of June, with the follow- 
ing curt note : — 

"M. Aldo, — The four volumes on ^^llum which 
you have sent us, are pronounced by every one who 
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has seen them* to be twice as dear as they ought to 
be. We have given them back to your messenger, 
who does not deny the truth of this, but excuses 
you. saying that your partners will not take less, 
AH the same, when you print itny mure, at a fair 
price, and on finer paper, with more careful correc- 
tioiiii. we shall be glad to see them, and hope still 
to be served by j"ou/*' 

A fortnight later a strange adventure befell the 
great printer on Mantunn territory. On the 17th of 
July 1506, as he and Fedcrico Cercsara were return- 
ing ftx>m Alilan, where Aldo had been examining 
certain manuscripts before lie undertook the publica- 
tion of Virgil's smaller poems, they were arrested at 
Casiclromano on tlic Mantuan frontier. Federico 
fled, and managed to cros« a river near Asola on 
foot, lea^Hng his horse and a bag containing Aldo's 
clothes and precious manuscripts in the hands of the 
Mantuan sentries.' Two thieves had, it appears* 
lately escaped from prison, and the soldiers look 
Aldo and his companion for the missing criminals. 
In vain the scholar protested that he was Aldo 
Romano, the printer of \'enice, a person well known 
both to the Marquis and Marchioness of Mantuft, and 
honoured by the favour of the Emperor Maximilian. 
He was thrown into a damp oud pestilenlial 
dungeofi, where he languished during four days, 
unable to discover the reason of his arrest, when, as 
be remarked in the letter which he addressed to the 
Marquis, " he ought rather to have been protected on 
Mantuan territory ilian ill-treated, since he was en- 

>A Buchct, AUg Mantice; A. F. Didot, Aide Memwt 4i 
* Liiski in Ciom. 5/, Ua. IL, vl i7fi. 
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gsgcd in seeking to bring new glory to the Maiituan 
poet, Virgil." But the officers of justice were deaf to 
his appeals, and it needed the powerful intercession of 
the A^enetian Governor of Asola, of the French Vice- 
Chftnoellor of Milan. and of Aldo\old pupil and pAtron, 
Alberto Pio of Carpi, wbo was fortunately at Mantua 
tliat week, before his release could be finally effected. 
On the 25th of July, htt\ing at length recovered 
his freedom, he midressed a reproachful letter to the 
Marquis, saying: *' If I had reniained two days more 
in the horrid place where I was shut up, I must have 
Hied. Rut, thnnk God, I see in this grievous injury 
a punishment for my old sins against Heaven," The 
Marquis, to do him justice, sent the printer a full 
and ample apology for the unfortunate mistake which 
so nearly cost the great seholar his life, and restored 
Aldo's nmimscripts and clothes, witli renewed assur- 
ances of hi*j favour Isabella was at Sacchetta at the 
time, owing to the plague^ and probably never heai-d 
of Aldo's imprisonment luitil be wus set at liberty- 
But when, four yean* later, the war^ of the League 
of Cambray desolated Venetian tenilor)', and forced 
Aldo to suspend his works, she proved a good friend 
to him, and was able to restore his wife's property at 
Asola. which had been confiscated by the Mantuan 
authoritie?i. On this oceasion, the Emperor Maxi- 
milian addressed a Latin letter to the Marchesa, who 
was governing Mantua during her husband s imprison- 
ment at Venice, recommending " our dear and faithful 
senant» Aldo Romano," to her favourable notice, and 
expressing his conviction that the gi-eat printer was 
equally beloved by her on account of the splendid 
services which he has rendered to lettert.' 
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Mesiscr Aldu died in 1515, His friend Lorenzo 
da Pavia only siir\"ived him two years, and kept up 
an active correspondence with Isabella to the end of 
his hfc. In March 1514, he wrote to tell her of the 
fine clavichord which he had just finished for Pope 
Leo X„ and which he was about to take to Rome 
himself. 

*' Mobt iUubtriuu!!^ Madonna, — Your Highness 
must forgive nie if your instrument is not yet ready, 
but I have been very busy and have had much anxiety. 
However, 1 am still alive, and know my illustrious 
lady will be glad to hejir that I have finished the 
large and splendid clavichord which was oixlered by 
Pope Leo, and is eagerly desired by His HolincrAs. 
It is ready now, and I hope after Easter to gij to 
Rome with the said instrument- It really is the 
finest instnmient that I have ever made. Here 
indeed is true harmony ! What a joy it would be if 
only you coidd he.ar ik.\ I enclo*ve a ropy of certain 
verses which are can'ed in Roman letters on the said 
in^ttrumcnL One set was composed by Navagero, 
the other by Zoan Aurclio, but T have chosen those of 
Navagero. as they seem to me the most appropriate. 
When I am in Rome, I will do my best to find some 
fine antiques for Your Highness." ^ 

Lorenzo's journey to Rtnne finally took place in 
June. Before his departure he wrote to tell the 
Marchc^a that he was intending to visit her daughter, 
Leonora, tlic young Duciiess ui" LVbino, on the way, 
and congratulated her on the birth of her grandson, 
which had taken place on the 2nd of Aprih^ 

" In a few days' time I hope to go to Rome, and 

' Or. Carlo dcirAcquA, horenzo dujtnaiicit <ia Pnvia, |>. 26. 

* LitU FaraigUc > Dcanbtoan, " Dukes of UrbLno/' vol. ui. $2. 
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intend to stop at Urbino and pay my respects to 
our illustrious Duchess. I rejoice ^ilncerely with 
Your Highness over the birth of her son, and her 
good healith And 1 am taking her sci^cral iinc 
things, as well as those which you ordered. Fare- 
well. — Your LoiiENZO ok Pa via/' June 1514, 

We do not hear whether I-oremo was still in 
Rome that autumn when the Marehesa paid her first 
visit to the Eternal City, but no doubt she saw the 
wonderful instrument which he had made for her old 
friend, Pope Leo X. Two years aftci"wards we learn 
from a little note which the Marehesa addressed 
during a brief abiience from home to the Xeapolitan 
musician* Andi-e& Cossa, that this faithful servant and 
true artist had pa^ssed away. 

"AVe thank you very much for sending us the 
embroidered cap, which has reached us safely, and 
also for giving us certain infonnation uf the death 
of Messer Lorenxo, The news had already reached 
Mantua, but we did not yet know if the report 
were true."' Vegliauo, May 4, 1517- 

* CL deU' AccguH, op. ciS. 
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1509—1511 

Wmr of ill* Lc«9i]« of Cam brny— Defeat of the \'enetUns at 
VuIa — Ciij>tur« of th« NfnrrjntK of MniitiiA tieir l^giiAgo 
■ — HU ^priAonmcnt at Venice — I^bcllu fttlmiiiiaters the 
GoTcnuveat — Her efforts to obUin FrnnrcAco's relrAse — 
LconotA goc* to Urbino — PreseiiU of IsubelU to Uie BUhop 
of Gurk And Queeu of Frutcc — The Pope icrauts abftolutioti 
to V'eui<« Aod obtains the release of Francesco Gonu^ — 
Fcdcrico wnt as hmUge to Rome — His life at the Vaticnn 
uul visU to Dologiu mod UrbUiDh 

On the 10th of December 1308, the secret treaty 
kno\Mi as the League of Canibray was concluded 
between Pope Julius II., the Emperor, Louis XIL, 
the Duke of Ferrara, ajid the Manjuis of Mantua. 
The express object of the allies, as stated in the 
treaty between these powers, was to i^csist the insati- 
able ambition of \'emce, and compel the Signorj' to 
restore their conquests in Uomagna and Lombardy. 
Ever since his accession, Julius II. had openly de- 
clared that he meant to cut the claws of the I^ion 
of St Mark, and now the time for action was ripe, 
111 April 1501>t ilic French army crossed the frontier, 
and at the same time the papal troops^ under the 
Duke of Urbino, invaded Romngna. 

On the lith of May, the \'enetians were com- 
pletely defeate<i on the plains of Giiiar' Adda or 
Vaila. a day as disa^^trous to the Republic, in the 

words of eontemporarj' writers, sa the battle of 

u 
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Canna?. The [wwer of the Republic was crushed 
at a single blow. *Mn one day," says Machiavelli, 
" the Venetians lost all that they had acquired with 
so much labour in 800 years,'' ' Not only were tliey 
compelled to surrender their conquests in Komagna, 
but all ttie Venetian towns on the mainland, even 
the strongly fortified cities of Verona, Vicenza, and 
Padua, opened their gates to the victors, 

Meanwiiile tlie Muntuan territory was overrun by 
ill -disciplined French troops, whom Francesco Cion- 
Kaga found moi-e tii-esonie than open enenues. And 
Isabella, writing to thank him for a present of 
partridges, on the 22nd of June, remarked, laugh- 
ingly, that even this heat cannot make her thin* 
but that, if she suffered as much fatigue and worry 
as he had done from these French rascals {po/troni 
di franved). perhaps she would no longer be so 
plump. A month afterwards her high ?i}nriU re- 
ceived a sudden check. On the 17th of July, the 
\"cnetians siiccx;cded in reco\'ering I'adua, and on 
the 9th of August, Francesco Gonzaga was himself 
surprised and taken prisoner at Tsola della Scala. 
a viUage near Lcgnago, on the Adige, He wujj in 
the act of taking a company of horse to join the 
ini|>erial artillery in the si^e of Padua, and was 
spending the night in perfect security at Isola, when 
a Venetian force, commanded by Luca Malvezzi, 
secretly summnded the farm-house where he slept. 
As soon a<4 the alarm was given, the Marquis 
escaped through a back door, but was found by 
four peasants hiding in a Acid of maize and taken 
prisoner, first to Lrgiiagu, and afterwards to Venice 
The joy of the capton> was great, especially as 
' DlicoTti, iii. 3K 
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Francesco's camp, with ail his silver plate, his sump- 
tuous hanjipngs and pB\'iIioas* his rich furniture 
and splendid suits of armour, fell into their hands* 
together with " some of the finest horses in the 
world." ' Both in Rome and Mantua the consterna- 
tion wa,^ great. The choleric oM Pope Hung liis 
cap on the ground, and cursed St. Peter aloud. 
The loyal suhjects of the Marquis were filled with 
a sense of dbmay. approaching to panic, when they 
heard that their lord had been l>onie by his captors in 
triumph to Venice, and imprisoned in the strong tower 
€>f the Ducal Palace, known as the Torreselln, wliich 
was provided with new bolts and bars for the occasion.* 
But Isabellas courage and fortitude rose to the oc- 
casion. In the first pang of her grief she sought the 
prayers of the spiritual advisers in whom she most 
relied — Prior Francesco Silvestri, and her Carmelite 
friends in Mantua. And she also itsked the help 
and advice of an old Ferrarese lawyer, Prisciani, 
whom she had known fjrom childliood, and who was 
learned in the arts of astrology. Like all her con- 
temporaries, Isabella had a superstitious belief in 
astrology, and ordered her actions and movements 
by the courses of the s-tars. Her honwcope had 
been cast by a learned astrologer when she visited 
Urbino in ItOi, and she had been especially told 
not to moiuit a horse, a waming which she obeyed 
for some time, until her love of riding proved too 
strong for her good intentions. She still clung, 
however, to certain deeply rooted prejudices, con- 
sulted astrologers as to the future, and refused to 
set out on a journey or begin an undertaking at 

^ Lnlgl da Porto, Uit^rr storicMe, p. I0(>. 
* Lorctul, Jfottttmenii ptr la ttoria d. Pat. dMcalt, p, 1 AO, 
VOL, II. C 
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certfiin conjunctions of the moon and >>Ur(i. Now 
in her dtitrcss she implored the help of tlie wise 
old philo?rt>pher, who replied la & long letter, in 
which Christian faith and superstitious trust in 
occult powers are curiously blended. 

He be^ns by describing how, as he lay awake 
at night gntv'mg f(»r her sorrows, a sudden voice 
t*>ld Iiini where to turn for help. He got up, lighted 
his eundic, and, opening his books, discovered that 
a rejiiarkable and long-expected cunjiuiction between 
tlie star of Jove and the Dragon's head would take 
place on Saturday evening, the I8th of August, at 
three minutes before half-past seven- ^* At that pre- 
cise moment." he continues, '"kneel down, and, witli 
hands elaj^ped and eyeti raided to heaven, repeat the 
CotifUeort and ask God earnestly to restore your 
must dear hus1>and safe and well to your side. 
Ke(]eat this prayer three times, and in a short time 
the blessing you seek will be granted. And your 
little sons and daughters might at the same time 
kneel down and ask for the same grace, so that 
your prayers may be heard."^ August 15, 1500. 

Alter this, I>iabclla dried her tears and faced 
this new emergency with her wonted energy mid 
presence of mind. She administered public affairs, 
made preparations for the defence of the realm, and 
exerted all her ix>weri of diplomacy to obtain her 
husband's release. She sent envoys, not only to 
Louis XII, and Maximilian* but even to the Sultan, 
who readily promised to u:k: his inHucnce with the 
Doge on FrancescuN behalf. But her chief trust 
was placed in the Pope, and since the best means 
of cidisting Uis Holincs^'s ctlbrts in her cause was 

> Luiio in Giorn. SL 4. LetU, 1900. 
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to hasten the union of her daughter I^eoiiora with 
Im nepliew, the marriage was fixed to take place 
in the following autumn. In November DuchcsM 
Eliiiabetta herself came to Mantua to fetch the bride. 
and on the -ttli of Dwreinlwr IsahellH wrote to her 
old friend Jacopo d'Atri, whom she had sent to plead 
her husbands cause at the French court: *' Here 
we have l>een etttertuiniiig the Duchess of Urbino 
and a large and honourable company at great ex- 
pense, but verj' gliidiy. In two or three days she 
will take back our young Duchess, whom we send 
with her very willingly, hoping that His Holiness 
will now show us still greater favour, and this all the 
more since wc hear that His Beatitude desires her 
and tlie Duke to come to Rome for the pontifical 
celebration of their marriage. . , . Hib Holiness has 
sent a most beautiful htter for the bride, covered 
with cloth of silver and gold cords, and borne by 
two handsome pages in liveries to matrh, as well 
a^ a fine dapple-grey horse with rich trappings. The 
Duke was on his way liere ijicogmto to pay us a 
visit, but when he readied Carpi, he wah summoned 
back in haste by a papal brief, ordering him to lead 
the troops of the League against Ravenna,"^ 

On the Otii of December, the wedding*party set 
out on their journey, which wa*i attended with even 
more discomforts and adventures than usual- First 
of all, they left Mantua in so dense a fog that 
Isabella and her train of eouitier^ were unable to 
accompany them beyond the gates, and before they 
reached their first halting- place, the villa of Gonzaga, 
they lost their way and wandered for hours in the 
dark. "The astrologer who fixed tlie time of their 
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departure/* remarked Kabetla in ft letter to Rome, 
** certainly mudc a fftise culculation ! But we must 
hope the rest of their journey will prove more 
prosperous," This was hardly the case- After being 
entertained with banquets and dances at Modena and 
Bologna, where the Duchesses lodged in the palace 
of the Papal Legate, Cardinal Alidosi, they rode on 
to Faenza, and were nearly drowned in crossing a 
mountain torrent. So sudden was the rise of the 
water and so strong the stream tliat Picenardi had 
to swim for his life* In a lively letter to the 
Marchesa he describes how, looking round, he saw 
the chai'iot containing two of Leonora's ladies and 
their luggage Heating down the stream, both the oxen 
hame^^sed to the car being lifted off their feet by the 
fcwce of the current ! *' If you could ha%^e seen the 
faces of Madonna Ginevra and Pasina," he adds, " you 
would have died of laughing 1 " At length, after long 
days of weary travelling over bad roads in torrents of 
rain» Urbino was safely reached. The young Duke 
himself rode out to meet them^ and ki?ised his beau- 
tiful Duchess, and embraced his *'poor lame aunt," 
as Elisabetta called herself. She was suffering from 
an acute attack uf gout, and after embracing her 
nephew, gladly returned to her litter- " Then the 
Duke and his bride," continues Picenardi, ''rode 
through the fine streets of Urbino, and we all 
escoi-ted the new Duchess to her rooms in the 
palace. . . . The Duchess has, indeed, made & 
beautiful entry. All the samc» nothing would please 
tlic Duke but she must make another to-day, Thi^i 
the Duchess, your sister, woiild not allow, upon 
which the Duke How into a rage, and said he 
would go away ; but our Madonna told him to be 
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rensonaUe, niid not to behave like a Turk, with other 
wise M'ords, so that he said no more and remained 
content. Then Messer Cesare Gonzaga aiitl Count 
Lodovico da Canossa arrived from Rome with the 
papal brief, and every one was happy," * 

The new Duchess made an excellent impression 
on the whole court, as her mother's numerous friends 
hastened to assure her. Amongst others, the witty 
and accomplished Florentine, Uenmrdo Dovizi of 
Bibbiena, who was at Urbino with his master^ 
Cardinal Medici, addre*iscd a long letter to the 
Marchesa. signing him.^lf by his favourite nickname 
of // Moaiamc (the dolt or fool), and expressing his 
great regret that he had been hindere<t by illness 
from accepting Isabella's invitation to Mantua, 
The Ducliess, he det-Iared with pretended indigna- 
tion^ had evidently whispered false words Into the 
Alarchesa's ears* and made her beUeve that his 
malady was feigned, *' How in the world Her 
Excellency's lips could fashion so great a lie, or 
drop such poison into your small and delicate 
cars. 1 know not ! If I was not really ill, may 
God make me fall ill again] Could 1 have had 
more honourable company or a pleasanter joumey» 
or hare arrived in a place which I desire tci see 
more passionately ? " After many pa^es in the 
same strahi. the witty secretary proceeds to speak 
in the wannest terms of the youthful princess, 
whose chnnns u'cre the talk of the court. " Her 
manncni and bearing arc perfect. Every one says 
the same , . . principally Madonna Emilia, whose 
judgment you will value on account of her clever- 
ness and goodness. Madonna is delighted with her. 



88 CAPTIVITY OF FRANCESCO 

but in tlii-s case great love mfly very well make 
her bliiid. What more shall I say? In Madoium 
Leonora we see all her lady mother,*' 

These letters from old friends were grrvtifying, 
for the expenses of the wedding and the large dowry 
upon which the Pope and Francesco Maria s mother 
had insisted when the original contract wa^ drawn 
up in Duke Guidohaldo's lifetime, were a hca\'y 
strain on the reduced finances of Mantua. And in 
her anxiety to grjttify the Pope and his kinsfolk, 
Isabella had provided her daughter with clothes and 
jewels of great ^nlue, and had, as she took care to 
infonn her Roman agent Brognoto, considerably ex- 
ceeded the amount specified in the contract. 

But neither for lack of money nor any otlier 
cause did she relax her efforts to obtain her 
husband's release. Since the Marquis found the 
stricrt confinement in which he was kept at Venice 
very tedious, Isnbella sent his favourite tenor Mar- 
chctto, the lute-player Angclo Tcstagrossa, and 
several olhcr court singers to beguile his lonely 
hours. But they were only allowed to visit him 
on ri\rc occasions, and the severity of tlie V^enetian 
authorities, and the great expense to which they 
were put. constrained tlie Marchesa to rectall them 
ui January, By Francesco*>> especial wisih, she sent 
him a copy of her own portrait by Cosi:a, as well 
as one of his uewly-uittrricd daughter, which he 
presented after his release to his friend the Senator 
Alvise Marcello, in whose palace they were seen 
fifteen years later by Marc Antonio Michiel. At the 
same time she made cos-tly presents to influential per* 
sonages at the French and German court^i, in the 
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hope of furthering her object. She desired her 
secretary, Scalona, to present Matthiius Lang, Bishop 
of Gurk. the all-powerful imperial I*.'gnte, with a 
fine silver vase, enamelled with j^cenes from tiie life 
of Romulus;' and she sent a Madonna by Costa as 
a gifl to the Queen of France, This picture had 
been ordei^ed by tlie Marquis a year before, and the 
painter Iiad bulged Isabella to give him the benefit 
of her advice and opinion on the work before it 
finally left his shop, Nom' she wrote to Jacopo 
d'Atri, on the 13th of January 1510, telling him 
that she was glad of this occasion to offer a 
Madonna to our great Queen, and ?^u^Hng that she 
had chosen this Madonna by Costa, which was as 
tine as any painting in the world. On the 24th 
the precious picture^ "the same," she writes, '* which 
Monseigneur de Tyande admired in our Camerino." 
after l)eing retouched by the painter, was given to 
Jacopo Sourdino to take to France, together with 
letters to Jacopo d'Atii, desiring hiin to lose no 
opportunity of impressing Isabella's great wish for 
her husband's deliverance on the Queen/' These 
letters crossed despatches from the ambassador, in^ 
forming her that Louis was shortly coming to 
Milan, and reporting n ourinus conversation which 
had been overheard between the King and Queen. 

Anne of Brittany, it seems, at one time thought 
seriously of accompanying llie King to Italy, and 
made extensive preparations for the journey, which 
was afterwards ahajidoned. " The wise King," wrote 
Jacopo d'Atri to the Marchesa, "warned her frankly 
that she would find a great contrast between her own 

* Luzio, Federico, p. 6, 

« YriATW, Gm^ie d. ik ArU, 1696; Cruder, op, dC, IL tlU 
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appearance and thftt of our larfies, and that she must 
exert herself if she would conipare with you, telling 
her thiit Your Excellency in Uie first instance, and 
after you, the Duchess of Ferrara and many others, 
would prove dangerous rivals, while, if she visited 
another part of Italy, the sight of the new bride, your 
daughter, would be enough to crush her to the ground, 
so highly does His Mo?^t Christian Majesty esteem 
Madonna Leonora's ineoroparable beauty% prudence, 
and vii'tue 1 Since this conversation the most vrisc 
Queen, who says little herself — which is in itself a 
great proof of her wisdom— has been conWnced that 
she cannot rival our Italian princesses, and has 
decided to take with her four noble ladies; the 
Marfhesa di Moiiferrato — whom she calls French — 
Madame de Nevers, Mudanie de Longueville, and 
a lady of Brittany, who ore all beautiful and highly 
esteemed. She herself intends to M'ear black or tan 
cloth, and no tine robes, so as not to enter into rivalry 
with you, feeling sure that the least of you would 
surpass her in this respect. \\^hich, in my opinion, 
will not be tlie case, for if she comes, hs she wishes 
extremely to do. she will appcnr in all her pomp and 
glory, and make herself known as the Queen, not 
only of France, hut of the whole universe* I do not 
think that she will make any show of brocade or fine 
clothes, but her foot-ffuards will amaze all eyes, and 
she herself, who is so glorious in souL will show you 
things which have never yet been imagined either 
in France or Italy, but which she has the means to 
do if she chuuses. And uf jewds also she has her 
share. But I cannot help saving that it would be 
well if tlie caps and low bodices, which are now 
fashionable in Italy, were as decent aa tbey are 
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here- These caps, which make women look like 
boys, and this fashion of laying tlie breast l>are, will 
never pleaw foreignere, and if those French who 
have been in Italy praise them, they only do so 
out of flattery, I have not tried to deny this, 
because, after all, honesty is the best policy. So 
prepare yourself, dear ftiadonna, if Her Majesty 
comes, to do honour to the Latin name-"' 

Isftlwlla, on her part, expressed great delight to 
hear of His Christian Majesty's intention to visit 
Italy, and confidently expected tlie King's presence 
at Milan would lead to the release of her husband, 
" even," she adds, " if it should be necessary to liave 
recourse to arms," In a postscript she thanked 
D'Atri for the portrait of the court-jester Triboulet, 
and renews her request for a French vocabulary, 
evidently desiring to improve her defective French. 
But Louis liad grown indifferent to the war against 
\*cnicc, and took no active steps to obtain the i^leasc 
of his ally. Both he imd the Emperor had learnt to 
look with suspicion on Francesco Gonzagas intrigues, 
and asked the Marchesa to place her eldest son Fede* 
rico as a hostage m their hands before they approached 
the Republic on bcludf of her husband. The mere 
idea of parting from her darling boy dllcd the poor 
mother'^ heart ^vith anguish, and when Maximilian 
renewed his proposal, Isabella sent this indignant 
answer to Donate di Freti, her envoy at the imperial 
court: — 

•* As to the demand for our dearest first-bom son 
Federico, be?iides being a cruel and almost inhumaD 
tiling fur ony one who knows the meaning of a mother's 
love, there arc many causes whicii render it diilicult 
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ftnd impossible. Attltoiigh we are quite !iure that hk 
person would be well cared for and protected by IIU 
Majesty, bow could we wish Inin to run the risk of 
this long atid diffieult JDurncyt putting aside the 
child's tender and delicate age ? And you must know 
what comfort and solace, in his father's present un- 
happy (H>ndition, we find in the presence of this dear 
son, the hope and joy of oil our people and subjects. 
To deprive us of him would be to deprive us of life 
Itself, and of all we count good and precious, If you 
take Federico away you might as well take away our 
life and slate at once ; so you may frankly reply, once 
for all. that we will suffer any loss rather than part 
from OUT son. and this ynu may take to be our 
deliberate and unchanging resolution-"^ 

In these circumstances, Isabella once more turned 
to the Pope for help. The fterj' old Pontiff was 
satisfied to feel he had humbled S'enice, and lent a 
ready ear to the proposals of peace that were made 
to him by the ambassadors of the Republic. At 
length, on the 28th of Febniary, he solemnly pro- 
nounced the absolution of Venice, while the five 
envoys, clad in scarlet, knelt at his feet for an hour 
in the portico of St. Peters. After the Miserere hud 
been &ung» the great doors were thrown open, and 
the Venetians were allowed to enter the church once 
more-* Isabella naturally hoped this reconciliation 
would lead to her husband's release, especially as the 
Duke of Urbino had taken his bride to Rome, where 
the Pope welcomed tliem warmly, and celebrated 
their arrival with a succession of festivities. But 
when tVancesco Maria ventured to plead his father- 

' BnMch, Papit Juiius, ii. S4S. 
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in^law's cause, the Pope broke into a furious passion, 
and drove him out of his presence, using the most 
violent Iflngiinge, and repmached him vnih trying to 
play the part of Valentino and to govern the Papacy. 
Leonora tried to approach the Pope, with no better 
result, although he expressed great affection for her, 
and Bembo wrote from Rome in April that " the new 
Duchess was really a most beautiful child, as modest 
and g^itle as possible, and already wise beyond her 
years," ^ Only when be was watching the races held 
at eami^'al from tlie balcony of S, Pietro. His 
Holiness remarked, with evident satisfaction; "The 
Mart[uis of Mantua lias ulrcady wun two pallium^; 
1 ex|JCC't lie will win this t*J0, and then we shall 
hear the people cry, Mantoval" upon which the 
two Duchesses of Urbino seized the opportunity to 
implore him to remember the captive Marquis, and 
His Holiness replied kindly : " Have a little patience, 
my children/* Presently, the Goiuiaga colours were 
seeti Hying acmss llie course, and the Marquis's hoi-se 
came in the winner, leaving more than forty others 
behind him in the race. A great shout of* Mantova ! 
Mantova ! Turco ! Turco ! '' rang through the air, to 
the delight of not only Leonora and Elisabetta, hut 
of the old Pope, who laughed heartily, and went home 
in high good humour.* This incident was duly re- 
ported to tlie Marchcsa by an eye-witness, the Urbino 
scribe, Picenardi, and helped to revive her drooping 
hopes. But when at length Julius II. desired the 
Venetians to release Francesco, saying that he had 
need of his senices. the Signoiy refused to give him 
tlicir prisoner witliout receiving some pledge in return, 



44 



FEDERICO SENT 



and several months po^^ed before the terms of liis 
libcniUon could be amuiged. At lengthy m July 
1510, the Maniuis was set free, and went to Bologna 
to meet the l*ope, who appointed him Gonfalionere 
of the Church io the place of Alfonso d'Este. At 
the saine time, his ten-year-old son Federieo was sent 
to Rome by request of the Doge^ to remain in the 
Pope*s charge as hostage for his father's good 
behaviour. Since Istibellu v^iis forced to part from 
her dealing child, there was some consoktion in feel- 
ing that in Rome he would lie surrounded by friends, 
and grow up in the midst of the most briUiant and 
polished society of the day. As it was, the parting 
cost her many tears, and she desired Matteo IppoUtt 
and Stazio Gadio, to whose care she committed him* 
to send her daily accounts* and gave tlie boy a pre- 
cious relic in the shape of a bracelet containing the 
Gospel of St. Jolin, to keep him from harm on his 
long journey. 

After spending a few days in liis father^s company 
at Bologna, wliere Francia, as we know, painted his 
portrait. Federieo reached Rome in time to embrace 
his aunt. Duchess Elisabetta, who was leaving for 
Urbino, and sent a kind little note to his mother, 
telling her how well tlie l>oy looked. By the Pope's 
oMeis, Federieo and his suite were lodged in the 
Uelvcdere. that villa on the heights commanding an ex- 
quisite view of the Campagna and Alban Hills, which 
Bramante had lately enlarged and connected wth the 
\''atican. Here, in the spacious court planned by the 
great arcliitect, planted with orange groves and adorned 
with fountains and ancient sarcophagi, Julius IL now 
placed his unrivalled collection of antique statues, 
including the famous Laocoon and tlic so-called 
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Belvedere ApoUo. Here, too^ the Hercules described 
by Giorgio da Negroponto, in his letter to Isabella 
d'Este. was erected at the entrance of the court, with 
tiie !nsmption Procul eMe prftfani above the portico, 

" His Highness/' wrote Stazio Gadio, *' is lodged 
in the finest rooms of this palace, and takes Ins meals 
in a inort beautiful Loggia overlooking the Cam- 
pagna, which may well be called the Belvedere, He 
spends all day walking about these halls and the 
garden of orange trees and pines, which affords liiin 
the greatest deliglit and amusement, but he does not 
neglect bis singing, often sending for his master him- 
self, and also re[>eats the otfice every day. and will no 
doubt attend to his lessoas when Maestro Francesco 
Vigilio arrives-" This was his tutor, who had been 
left at Itotogna ill, and was never able to undertake 
the journey to Rome, 

Isabella, however, was very anxious that the boy's 
education should not be neglected, and in her letters 
continually urged him to practise his singing and 
attend to his studies, as well as devoting time to 
riding and knightly exercises. As a small child, he 
was ver>' backward in reading, but quick at learn- 
ing by heart, and at eight years old could repeat 
long pa:^sages of Ovid, and went ubout tlie rooms of 
the Costello singing them in his clear treble. But 
if lii^ zibsence frotn home interrupted the young 
prince's regular studies, Isabella realised that he was 
learning much in other ways. " You have every 
opportimity of acquiring knowledge and necessary 
experience in Rome," she wrote to the boy ; " you 
can enjoy yourself and at the same time study letters, 
wliicli is far more important for a prince than for 
private individuals." 
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She rqoiced espeoially to hear r>f the tntere^ which 
he took in classical antiquities, and of his daily visit;* 
to the CoU^uin and Cupitot or Forum in company 
with the Aretine, who acted as his guide among the 
niim of ancient Rome, Of all the antique statues in 
the Belvedere, Federieo ndniired the Laocoon mostt 
and sent his mother word that he longed to send to 
her tliis divine work, and knew how nuich she would 
admire it. The great Lomhard goldsmith Caradosso, 
wliu was nuw working for the Pope in Rome. ofTered 
to make a small relief of the famous group in beaten 
gold for Federieo to wear in his cap, and suggested 
that he sliould send a copy to his niothen but the 
Man^hcsft regretfully declined the artist s proposal for 
lack of money to reward the old artist as he deserved- 
All the ssamCf she was pleased to hear of her son's 
aifcctionatc remembrance, and thanked him for wish- 
ing to send her the fine antiques which he saw, re- 
marking that tliis desire and the pleasure which he 
took in these things were sure signs uf a good nature 
and gentle spirit.' 

•* The marc letters you wTite and the longer they 
are, telling mc of Federieo, our son, and of otJicr 
events at court, the mure gladly T ix:ati them," wrote 
Isabella to the trusted servants who had accompanied 
the boy to Home, and certainly her injunctions were 
faithfully obeyed Every day, Stazio or Grossinc or 
Ippoliti informed her of the young prince's occupa- 
tions and amusements, of his rides and walks in Rome 
and the Campagna, the clothes he wore, and the visits 
which he paid or received* One day he was shown 
the Fapal Treasury in the Castel S. Angelo, with all 
its stores of wealth— the twelve gold images of the 

^ Lueio, op. ciL, p^ 10. 



I 




JULIUS IL AT BOLOGNA 



47 



Apo^tl&s, the papa] tiava valued at 80,000 ducatb, and 
fine chests filled with crosses, jewelled mitres, and 
vessels of gold and silver. One of the officials placed 
the tiara on Federico's head, upon which he ex- 
claimed: ''No! 1 will not be Pope, but Captain of 
the Church/* brandishing a spear in hiK hand as he 
spoke, to the admiration of the bystanders, who 
called him a young Achillea. Stazio took care to 
tell tiie Marchesa how much enthusiasm the hand* 
some boy excited as he rode on his richly humessed 
steed tlirough the streets of Rome, clad in white and 
gold brocade, with a cap of purple velvet on his fair 
curls ; and he praised Wm liberality to the singers and 
musicians who came to amuse him in the \'atican 
gardens un fine summcrr evenings, remarking that he 
was alwaj's anxious to give them more than Maestro 
Luca, the doctor, thought tit. But Isabella had no 
wish to encourage tliese inclinations, and, when she 
heard that Federico had given one of his servants a 
gold-cnibroidered cap, sharply rebuked Ippoliti for 
allowuig tlxis, saying it would have been quite another 
thing if Fcdcnco had taken it ufT hi?i own liead to 
give it to some courtier as a sign of favour, hut that 
servants ought to know better than to ask such things 
of their master, above all of a child. At the same 
time, tlie Marchesa enjoined Ippoliti to mind his own 
manners and not to reprove the prince or strike him 
in public* but treat him with the I'espect due to his 
rank. 

Meanwhile tlie Pope, whose fury was now turned 
against France and her allies, declared war on the 
Duke of Ferrara and went to Bologna to join his 
army. There Federico joined him at the end of 
September, and with hi& bright young lace and 
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channing manners quickly won the old man's heart, 
as the Pope's attendants soon discovered. He he- 
came his constant companion in every expedition, 
and the sight of tlie child would often pacify him 
in his most violent fits of rage. 

His mother, however, insisted that his lessons 
should be resumed, and he read Virgil and wrote 
Latin themes, while the old Pope took the field 
himself in the depths of a severe winter, and braved 
frost and snow in the trenches of Mirandola. In 
February, Federico was allowed to go to Urbino, 
where he spent a joyous carnival in the company of 
his sister and aunt, and only returned to Rome in 
April At Urbino he was the pet and plaything of 
the whole court. Suppers and dances, plays and 
masquerades were given every evening in his honour; 
the days were spent in singing with lii»i fii^itcr 
Leonora, and Emilia Pia, Giuliaiio dei Medici, Pictro 
Bembo, and the violinist Jacopo di San Secondo all 
made much of him for his mother s sake. Here too 
he found a new sister in the person of Marjjarita 
Gonaaga, an illegitimate daughter of the Marquis, 
who haci been born before his marriage, ard hrouglit 
up at the court of Urbino by her aunt Elisabetta, 
This fair and channing maiden, who is often men- 
tioned in the Corti-^aiw as well as in Castiglione arid 
Bembos lettei"s. was betrothed for some years to 
Alberto Pio, the pupil and friend of Aldo Manuzio, 
but the marriage was deferred and ultimately aban- 
doned, owii;g to the seizure of Carpi, first by the 
French and afterwards by the Duke of Ferrara, The 
next suitor for her hand was the wealthy banker 
Agostino Chigi, whose suit was favourably received by 
the Marquis, and who showed Federico great attention 
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during his stay in Rome, But the idea of union with 
a nian old enough to have been her father seems to 
Imve repelled the fair Margftrita herself, and Chigi 
wisely refrained from pressinfj a suit which he saw 
wa^ distasteful, and consoled himi«etf with a wife of 
less exalted degree. Another correspondent of the 
Marcliesa, who had s^cn Federico at Bologna, sent 
her glowing accounts of the boy. This was it bel 
Bernardo^ as Bibbiena was called by his friends. 
The Marquis's anger had lately been roused by the 
discovery of some intrigues among \m enemies at 
Florence, in which Cardinal Medici was accused of 
taking part, and that prelate charged his secretary to 
assure his cornparc, the Marchesa, that he was a* 
absolutely ignorant of the matter as the Grand Turk 
himself, and remained as ever entirely devoted to 
herself and her family. Bibbiena took occasion of 
this opportunity to tell Isabella that he had been 
supping that evening with her charming son, and was 
surprised to find him quick and clever, as well as 
wise and serious beyond his years- "O Madonna!" 
he exclaims,* ** you have indeed a rare son, and I 
think you will find more comfort in him than in 
auj-thing else in the world." This accomplished 
courtier, it is plain, knew the best way to Isabella's 
lieart. 
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The release of her husband* and the good accounts 
which she received of her absent son. brought liack 
new hnppinesfi mto Isubellfi's life. Duchess KUsa- 
bcttu and her other friends in Rome satisfied her that 
tlic Pope, in spite of hU violent bursts of anger, was 
kindly disposed towards herself and her husband, 
while Federieo inspired hira with genuine affection. 
But the fury with wliich Julius 11. now attacked her 
brother, and Uis resolve to conquer Ferrara at all 
costs, caustni her fresh distress. She grieved to see 
her husband and son-in-law in command of the forces 
which invaded Alfonso's territory, and used all her 
influence to bring about the restoration of peace. 
The Duke of Urbino succeeded in taking Modena 
and Mirandola, and the Pope satisfied his warlike 
spirit by climbing the walls on a scaling ladder, and 
entering the city through the breach made by his 
guns. But, in spite of these rc^xrses, Alfonso stUl 
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kept the papal forces at bay, and the advance of a 
Urge French army, under the veteran Trivulsdo, to 
his relief, coDipelled the Pope to retiit: to Bologna. 
A truce was now proclaimed^ and, at Isabella's sug- 
gestion, ambassadors from England. France, Spain, 
and Germany met at Mantua to discuss terms of 
peace.* Here the Emperors favourite minister 
MatthUus Lang, Bishop of Gurk, arrived early in 
March, and was splendidly entertained by the 
Marchcsa. 

This haughty German prelate is described by 
Paride Grassi, papal master of ceremonies, as a tall 
and handsome man vnth long fair hair, and the 
manners of a barbarian.^ He assumed royal ^rs, 
wore lay dress, and sat down in the Pope'si presence 
with bis birettji on his head. But he was by no 
means insensible to feminine charms, and before long 
was completely captivated by the clever Marcliesa. 
"The illustrious Signora Marchcsana," wrote Guido 
Silvestri &om Mantua to his master. Cardinal 
d'Este. "is bent on obtaining this peace, although 
that wretch Casota told her the other day^ before us 
all, that Cupid*s arrows were the only weapons she 
ougbl to fear, which sent us into fits of laughter I 
So now we are rejoicing at the prospect of peace, 
and hope to see all this ruin and misery end happily 
for the honour of your princely house."* And 
Casola himself, a comic poet in the service of 
Cardinal dT-ste, sent his master the following strange 
account of an intcr\'icw between the German bishop 
and the Marchcsa. ''The other day the Bishop of 

1 Pwitor, "Hi»t, of the Pop**/' vi 344, 
* P«rid« Gmifti, I)u$rii, cd. Fr»ti, £60, Ac, 
> Luio e Renler in (Hon. SL d, Lett., 1900. 
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Gurk paid the Marchesa a visit, when I caused great 
amusement by acting as interpreter, and we all 
laughed till our sides ached." Tiiat day politics were 
not even mentioned. The whole talk was of kissing 
and romping, merrj^ songs were sung and witty 
sayings repeated, and all manner of gay fooling went 
on between the German envoj^s and Isabella and her 
ladies. Unfortunately, when Lang proceeded to 
Bologna, the Pope qiute refused to listen to the 
Emperor's proposals of peace, and the bishop left 
suddenly, with no attempt to conceal his disgust. 
Hostilities were immediately resumed, and hardly 
had the Pope left Bologna, than Trivulzio surprised 
and defeated the Duke of Urbino's anny and seized 
the town. On the 28rd of May, the Bentivogli 
returned in triumph, Michel Angelo's bronze statue 
of Julius II. wjis overthrown by the mob, and the 
bronze melted down by Alfonso d'Este and cast into 
a caiuion, which he christened La Ghdia. The 
next day the papal legate, Cardinal Alidosi, was 
openly stabbed in the streets of Raveima by the 
Duke of Urbino, who accused him of trej^cherously 
surrendering Bologna to the foe. A month after- 
wards the old Pope returned to Rome, broken in 
health and worn out with fatigue and anxieties. His 
armies were defeated, his hopes disappointed. Bologna 
was lost, and his favourite had been brutally iriurdered 
by his own nephew almost before his eyes. But bis 
spirit was as high as even He clieckmatcd the 
revolted Cardinals, wlio, supported by the Emperor 
and Louis XII., had summoned a general council at 
Pisa, by hiuiself proclaiming a general council, to 
meet at the I^atcran in April 15X'J, And he entered 
into negotiations with Spain and Venice to form a 
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league in defence of the Church and to drive the 
French out of Italy. 

At the same time he instituted legal proceedings 
against hi» nephew for the murder of C&i-dinal 
Alidosi. But his displeasure with the Duke had not 
dimini%hcd his aftection for Francesco Maria's young 
brother-in-law. The boy was his constant companion, 
both at his meals in the V^atican and in his daily 
walks and rides. WHien any of the Cardinals came 
to dinner, they sat at other tables in the same hall, 
and Fedcricu uluiie uiway** at*; at lUt: Pope's little 
table. In the evenings they played backgammon 
together, or else went out to supper with Agostino 
Chi>{i in the gardens of hb beautiful new villa in 
Trastevere, 

During that summer Julius the Second's own 
portrait was painted by Raphael, who introduced 
His HuliiiesSr wearing the beard which he had vowed 
not to shave off till the French were driven out of 
Italy, in his fresco of Pope Gregory IX, giving the 
Decretals, to the right of the window in the Camera 
ddia S^natura. And» on the 10th of Augvist, 
Crossino informed Isabella that His Holiness had 
desired Raphael " to introduce Signor Federic-o^s por- 
trait in a room which he is painting in the palace, and 
in which he has drawn His Holiness with his beard, 
from life," In obedience to the Pope's command, 
Raplmel introduced the boy^s portrait in his great 
fresco of the School of Athens. Fedcrico's head 
appears in the group on the lett^ behind the Oriental 
philoi#ophcr generally called Avcrrocs, while the 
young man in a flowing garment of white and gold 
is said to be his brother-in-law, Francesco Maria, 

Early in August, tlie Pope took Federico i^*ith 
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™"^ to Ostia for a few days' hunting, a sport which 
he ihoi-ouglily enjoyed, and Grossino describes the 
d^'hght of the old man when he ciiught a big pheasant : 
" lie laughed loudly, told us all proudly what he 
hftd done, and showed his pi'ey to every one.'* ' On 
the Eve of the Assumption he was back in Rome, 
and atteiiUcHl the solemn function at Vespers, in the 
Sistine Chapel, when the central portion of Michel 
Angelo s frescoes on the vault was unveiled/ ITiree 
days afterwards, he fell ill with a severe attack of 
fever, but, with rhara<"teristic ol>stinacy, refused to 
take either the food or medicine ordered by his 
doctors. On the 23rd, the Pope was said to be dying. 
Ifc made his will, and absolvwl the Duke of Urbino, 
who had hastened to Rome on hearing of hts uncle's 
illness. "His Holiness is passing away,'' wrote the 
Venetian anibaisador, " Cardinal Medici tells nie he 
cannot live tlirough the night. The city is in a tur- 
moil, Evcrj' one is taking up arm&'^^ Within the 
Vatican all was confusion, the scn'ants had disappeared, 
the rooms were already stripped of their furniture and 
valuables. At Uiis critical moment Federicos in* 
fluence over the Pope was shown in a remarkable 
way. and, according to his attendants, he saved the 
irascible old man*s life. " Throw those c«rse<i medi- 
cines out of the ^Hndow/' he cried, and railed at his 
nephew Francesco Maria and the other relatives who 
vainly tried to induce liitn to take noiu'ishment. 
"Every one was in despair," wrote Stazio Ciadio to 
Isabella, " and His Holiness refused to take anything, 
but Signor Federico took a cup of broth with two 

^ Liuio, Fedffrieo, pt IBI. 

» VasXov, op, cit. 
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yolks of eggs beaten up in it, and carried it himself to 
the bed of His Holiness, begging hini to drink it for 
his sake and that of our Lady of Loreto, . . . And 
it is said in Rome that Pope Julius will live, thank.s 
to Signor Federico/' ' 

Fortunately the iron will and robust comtitxition 
ofthcMck man triumphed over the state of prostra- 
tion in which the fever had left him, and he began to 
eat and drink and seold his seT\'ants as ngoroiisly as 
u&uaL Three day*^ later, Gadio wrote tlmt his illness 
was already forgotten,' 

WHiUe all Rome was in confuf^ion. »nd the news 
of the l*ope's death was hourly expected, Isabella 
and her courtiers at Mantua were plunged in grief 
for a pet dog. The Marchesa's darling Aura, which 
never left her side, and which she had loved above all 
others. *'the handsomest ajid most amusing little dog 
tliat was ever known," had been killed by falling over 
a clifT in flj'ing from the pursuit of n bigger dog. 
" Her Kxcelleucy was seen to shed tears at table this 
evening/' wrote Calandru to Federico, on tlie SOtli of 
August, ''and she cannot speak of Aura without a 
sighl" 'Hie poor little dog was laid in a teadefi 
casket, and a tine tomb was prepared for her in a new 
IjOggia which the Marchesa had built that autumn. 
Meanwhile, not only at Mantua, but in Rome 
and Fcrrara, elegies, epitaphs, sonnets, and epi- 
grams were poured out by the best poets of the 
day, and the tragic fate of the "chaste and noble 
Auni" was lamented in Latin and Italian verses, by 
Tebaldeo and Scalona, Equicola and Celio Calcagnini, 

' Luiio, op. dLf p. Sft. 

' Sanuto, xH. 482, &c ; PaH<Ie Gn^, Diarii; pAAtor, op. dJL, 
Tj. $10, ace 
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and a score of well-known liunianists. Federico 
shared his mothers grief for this lost favourite, and 
sent her Latin verses m praise of Aura» composed hy 
W. Filippo BcrouJdo and others, wliich are preserved 
among n host of siniilar tributes in the Gonzaga 
archives,* But graver cares and heavier sorrows s<.>on 
came to darken Isabella's life. Francesco Uonzaga's 
health had suffered from his pn^lonjred captivity and 
the hardshipfi which he had endured in the winter 
campaign again^ft Mirandola, and after this he was com- 
pelled to give up active service. Tiiif* enforced inac- 
tivity* so contrary to his usual habits, and the incurable 
malady of which he was a \'ictim, affected his whole 
being,and made him weak at:d irresolute^as well as irrit- 
able and unhappy. During the remainder of his life, 
he depended more and more on his wife, and Isabella 
had a large share in the management of public affairs, 
"Here you may rest assured," wrote Equicola to 
Duke Alfonso, " tliat everything is referred to 
Madonna, and not a leaf is aUowed to stir without 
her knowledge and consent," But the task was by 
no means easy, nnd she had to steer her way through 
many perilous rocks. On his recovepj*, Juhu» II, 
resumed liis former plans with fresh energ)*^, and in 
October 1511. a Holy League between Spain, 
Venice, and the Fope was proclaimed in Kome. 
Towards tlie end of Jamiarj' 1512, the Spanish and 
papal forces under Raymond de Cjirdona. Viceroy of 
Naple<s besieged Bologna, and the Venetians took 
Brescia. But this tou*n \vns quickly recovered and 
cruelly sacked by Louis the Twelfth's nephew, Gaston 
de Foix, after which this dashing young soldier 
followed up bis success by invading Romagna. On 

1 Liuto Jn Giom, SL d. Lea.. ISgS, pp. 44-4& 
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Easter Day, the two armies met on the plains near 
Ravenna, and after a fiercely contested fight, the 
superiority of Alfonso d'Este's artillery decided the 
fortunes of the day. The anny of the League was 
completely defeated, and Cardinal Medici, the Popes 
legate, two of his generals, Fabrizio Colonna and the 
Marquis of Pescara, were made prisoners, with all their 
ffuns and banners. But the \ictorious general, Gaston 
de Foix, fell in tlie thick of the fight, and there was no 
one left to take his place, Tlie army was denioralise<L 
and their leaders soon began to quarrel Alfonso 
d'Estc retired to Ferrara. and the Duke of Urbino, 
who had refused to move hitherto, now ad\'anced 
with fresh forces to his uncle's help, and once more 
received the baton of command, while, at a summons 
from the Holy Father, a s-trong body of Swiss, under 
Cardinal Sehinner. descended on Milan, On the 
8rd of ^Jay, only three weeks after the disastrous 
defeat of Iluveniia, the Pop<:, whose indomitable 
courage never quailed, opened the Lateran Council, 
and pronounced the Council of Pisa to be null and 
void. A month later, the Milanese rose in arms, and 
once more threw off the hated yoke of France, The 
French generals u-ithdrew their troops bej'ond the 
Alps, and Bologna opened its gates to the papal 
legate. 'Hie Pope s triumph was cumplete^ and he 
ordered solemn processions and thanksgivings 
throughout the churches for the deliverance of 
Italy. 

Meanwhile, Isabella's precious boy was still living 
in the Vatican, and, much as she longed to clasp him 
in her arms» ahe was too keenly sensible of the im- 
portance of keeping the Pope in good humour to 
urge his return. Since Julius the Second's recovery 
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from his itlnes!^, Federico's ascendancy with the old 
man had tiecome greater than ever. He accompanied 
His Holiness to the opening of the Lateran Council, 
wearing a sword and cuirass over a suit of white satin 
and gold brocftde, embroidered with the Oreek letters 
alpha and omega, which his mother had sent him 
for the occasion, and a velvet cap with a gold medal 
of Hercules, by Caradosso. The FopCr Stazio reports, 
was higlUy amused at the sight of Federico's warlike 
uray, and Hourished hi^s stick at him, calling out : 
" Ai^ you ready to fight mc ? " But, after mass had 
been Kimg,the young prince escaped from the long ora- 
tions and tedious ceremonies which followed, and was 
conducted by Agostino Chigi to dine at the Convent 
of San Gregorio on the Aventine, and listen to the 
Aretine's comic recitations. Many were the splendid 
ratertainments which the wealthy merchant gave in 
Federico's honour, feasting him, as Gadio tells 
IsabelU. with an abundance of delicate viands, the 
best wines and most excellent melons and fruits in 
the world, and bringing pca^int children from his 
native Sierui to act pastoral plays before him. One 
day he took him to see his alum quarries at Civita* 
vecchia. and spend Sunday at a hunting lodge in 
tlie forest, where the immense quantities of fisli and 
game with which the table was loaded amazed the 
honest Mautuan tutor, who could not understand 
how such luxuries should spring up in these wild 
and desert places. 

On the Feast of St. Sebastian, Fcderico visited 
the basilica of S- Paolo fuori le Mura. to obtain certain 
indulgences attached to a crucifix before which St 
Bridget prayed, and which is still preser\'ed in a side- 
chapeL After dining with the Benedictine Fathers, 
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he wa-s taken over a ship, manned by galley-slaves 
in the Tiber, by the Genoese captain of the Popes 
galle>i«. A salute was fired and trumpets blovpii in 
honour of his visit, but the sight of the poor galley* 
slaves filled him and his companions with compassion, 
"I have never seen galley-slaves before," wrote 
Grossino to the Marchesa, "but I think few persons 
would not be grieved to see these poor men chained 
by the leg and wearing hardly any clothes. They live 
on bread and water, and their skin is blackened with 
exposure- Poor fcUows 1 T think they must envy tlie 
dead ! Their only pastime is to make ropes when they 
are resting." Yet these unhappy men mingled their 
shouts of joy with the discharge of the artillery, and 
Signor Federico. the secretary liastens to add. gave 
many of them money. Grossino proceeds to relate 
how he \'isited the Church of St. Sebastian on his 
way back, and saw the marble block with the print of 
our Lord's feet, and how, in spite of a hea^'y down- 
pour of rain, all Kome seemed to be there. In the 
same letter, Grossino describes a visit which he paid, 
on the Feast of St. Agnes, to the well-known church 
of that name, two milc*i without the gates. " This^*' 
be writes, " is a most ancient sanctuarj% as old as any 
in Rome, and full of fine antiques." He dcscriljcs 
the six carved and finely polished candelabra of white 
stone, the rich marbles of the long flight of stairs 
leading up to the church, and the ancient chapel of 
S, Cosianza, containing the porphyry sarcophagus 
which was, he remarks* once sacred to Bacchus, but 
now holds the ashes of a saint. This porphyry tomb, 
adorned, as Grossino tells his mistrcsst with reliefs of 
Cupids gathering in the vintage, is now in the Vatican, 
as well as tlie six candelabra^ but the Ibiu^h-century 
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mosaics of geiiii picking and pressing the grapes, 
wliicli he describes as the oldest and some of the 
Hnes~t in Rome, may still be seen on the vaulted 
roof- The Mantuan secretary ends his letter by 
giving Isabella a long and minute description of the 
faunous statue of the river-god Tiber, with the wolf 
suckling Romulus and Remu:?, which had just been 
dug up in a house close to the Duniiitican Convent of 
Sta, Maria sopra Minerva. The discovery attracted 
crowds from all parts of Rome, and the marble group 
was promptly bought by the Pope, and placed in the 
Relvedere. together with a Sleeping XjTuph^ generally 
known as Ariadne, but which Grossino califs a 
Cleopatra, and which wo^i celebrated as such in an 
elegant Titct of Latin hexaiuetei?i by Castiglione. In 
an earlier letter, of July 12, 1511, Grossino also 
mentions the famous Apollo, "a statue," he writes, 
'* held to be no less than the Laocoon " which had 
been discovered some years l>efoie on a farm at 
Crottalerruta, belonging to Pope Julius when he was 
!«till Cardinal Medici, and was now removed to the 
Vatican. Another of Grossino*s letters gives a curious 
description of the so-called Feast of the Jews at 
carnival, when twelve Jews ran a race on foot from 
the Piazza di S, Pietro to the Castel Sant' Angelo. 
Messer Rahi, the Pope's Hebrew doctor, presided at 
this fSte, and one Innidred armed Jews rode before liim, 
while fifty others marched at his ^Ide, bearing olive 
boughs and banners with the Pope s arms* and those 
of the city of Rome, SJ*,(ilL Tlie scarlet patUum 
was presented to tlie winner by Uie Senator, amid 
shouts oi Julio! and the Jews who took part in the 
race were entertained at Messer Hahi's house. 
Fedenco also attended the bull-baiting and horse 
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races on the Piazza di S, Pietro. and a splendid 
musqucTttde in the C^nipodei Fiori, when Isabella's 
iinoie, the handsome Cardinal of Aragon, and scvei-al 
other ftloiisignori, appeared <in Arab horses in mag- 
nificent ilungarian costumes, blazing with gold and 
silver and jewels, with belts and scimitars. Iioots and 
spnrs to mateh.^ 

The Marehcsft. wc may be sure, appreciated these 
details fully, and was ^till better pleuM^d to hear how 
diligently Federico studied Greek and mathematics 
with Kaphael's friend, the learned old humanist, Fabia 
Calvi of Ravenna, who^ fnigal habits and devotion 
to hi-s studie> filled his pleasure-loving contemporaries 
with amazement. Her maternal pride was highly 
Buttered when Filippo Reroaldo composed an ode in 
honour of Federico, and she wrote back that slie 
hoped this would encourage him to still greater 
efforts, even though she could hardly believe that he 
possessed all the excellent gifts which the poet 
Ascribed to him. She now resolved to make use of 
Federico's influence with the Pope to pave the way 
for^ a reconciliation between His Holiness and her 
brother Alfonso. 

The Duke, finding himself abandoned by his 
French allies, humbly asked leave to come to Rome 
and obtain absolution from the Pope. He had a 
powerful friend at the Vatican in the person of 
Fabrizio Colomm^ Eti^Wttn Conzaga's brother-in* 
law* whom he bad taken prisoner in tlic battle of 
Ravenna, and released without ransom. At his 
intercession, Julius consented to grant the Duke a 
safe condut:t for his journey, and Alfonso came to 
Rome in July, accompanied by Isabella's Latin 

I Kiino, op, al., pp. fifU54. 
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teacher, Mario Equicola. and took up his abode in 
tKe house of Cardinal Coiizaga, nejir S, Lorcriso in 
Ijucina. Fcderico obtained leave to enterUiin his 
uncle at a banquet in the Vatican, and after^vards 
gave a concert in his honour, at whicli the best 
singers and musicians in Rome performed. Before 
dinner, the Duke visited the Sor^a apartments, 
where he greatly admired Pinturicchio's frescoes, and 
ftfteru'flrds expressed so much anxiety to see t!ie vault 
of the chnpcl whioh Michel Angelo was painting, tliat 
Federico sent to ask Buonarroti, in the Pope's name, 
if his uncle might ascend the scaflTolding. The desired 
permission was gi^'^en^and "tlie Duke," writes Gros- 
sino, *'went up into the vault with several gentJe- 
men of his suite. One by one they came down again, 
all but the Duke, who could not satisiy his eyes with 
gazing at these figures, and remained up there for a 
toug lime talking to Miche! Angelo, and ended by 
bagging him to paint him a picture, for which he 
offered a large sum, and the master promised that he 
would do this. Meanwhile, Signor Federico, seeing 
that His Excellency remained so long in the vault* 
took his gentlemen to see the Pope's rooms, and those 
which Raphael of Urbino is painting, and when the 
Duke came down he wished to show him the Pope's 
room, and the stanzc which Raphael is painting, but 
His Excellency refused to go there, and his gentlemen 
told me that he had too much respect for the Pope to 
enter the room where His Holiness slept," * 

The next day, Fabrizio Colonna introduced the 
Duke into the Pope's presence, while immense 
crowds ashemhicd at tlte Vatican gates, hoping to 
see the redoubted vietor of Ferrara do penance as 

> Luzio, op. dl., p 37- 
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Barbarossa of old at the feet of His Holiness ; but 
the Pope*s first greeting was frieii<Ily enough. He 
welcomed Fabrizio as one of the deliverers of Italy, 
and gave ALfoiLso absolution in private only, desiring 
him to visit the four principal churches in Rome, and 
agreed to appoint a Commission of Cardinals to settle 
the terms of his reconciliation,' Before the Duke 
left, be asked him to release his unfortunate brothers. 
Feirante and Giulio, who bad implored the Holy 
Father to save them from their niiserj\ but could 
obtain no satisfaction on this point, and Alfonso's 
uncle, the Cardinal of Aragon, declared that he 
thought they were dead. But when the terms of tlie 
agreement were discussed, it appeared that the Pope, 
who had already taken poshession of Modena and 
Reggio, demanded the cession of Ferrara itself, and 
offered the Duke the town of Asti in exchange. 
When Alfonso indignantly refused to accept these 
terms, the Pope broke out into one of his most 
furious passions, and Fabrizio Colonna, fearing for his 
guest's safety, helped him to leave Rome by night 
and escape secretly, fint to his castle of Marino, and 
afterH'ards to Ferrara," After this, the Pope's anger 
knew no bounds. He began proceedings against the 
Duke as a rebellious %^assal, threatened Coloima with 
vengeance, and slurmed at every one around him. 
Wlien Alfonso sent Ariosto to try and appease his 
wrath, he only raged the more, and bade the poet 
begone from his sight, or he would order him to be 
drowned in tJie Tiber,* But this time the fiery old 
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Pontiff had gone too for. Even his allies resented his 
violence, and King Ferdinand told Guicciardini, the 
Florentine envoy at the Court of Spain, that he had 
no intention of allowing the Pope to seize Ferrara 
and become another Borgia,* 

> Lusio, op* cU*, p. 87. 



CHAPTEK XXV 

1512—1513 

The Cotif^reM of Mnntiu — Thr Vipcroy of Vip1r?K, BUhAp of Ourk, 
And GiulmDo dci Medici at Mikritun — MtUEiiniliAji Sfort^n de- 
cUred Duke of MiIaii by the allies— Isabella's intrigues in his 
fftvaur — ^The MctliH restored bjrSfMinish tmopfi— Sack of IVnto 
utd return of GiulijiDo nnd Giovnimi dei Medici tt^ Florence 
— Coii^mtuUtlons of Isa1>e1t4^Her intrigues on behftlf of Per- 
nm^Thc I 'opc's threats — (jirdinnl Gnrk Jn Home— Carnival 
fl^tei and Fra MciriAnu—Federifxi'^ portmit puatcd by ItAphacl 
— Ceftth of Jullua IL— Election of Pope Leo X.— Bibbicoa 
beeome^ a CardinaL 



Early in the month of August 1512, the represen- 
tatives of tlie allied pOAvers met at Mantua, where 
a prolonged conference took place, and Isabella 
d'Este displayed her usual tact and ability in the 
conduct of negotiations. On this occasion, her friend 
the Bisliop of Gurk again represented the Emperor, 
and Raimondo de Carduna, Viceroy of Naples, vi^^ited 
Mantua for the first time as King Ferdinand's deputy, 
Giuliano dei Medici and his elever secretarj% Bernardo 
da Bibbiejia, were tlie agents aceredited by the Po|ic, 
while Giovanni Soderini, the brother of the Gonfa- 
loniere, was the nominal representative of Florence, 
but Soon found that he possessed httle authority. 
The Pope was determined to puni&h the Republic for 
her adhesion to France, and the restoration of the 
Medici had aheady been secretly agreed upon, but 
the great quebi:ion which occupied the envoys was 
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the settlement of Milan. Botli Maximilian and Fer- 
dinand would have liked to bestow the Duchy on 
their young grandson, Charles, but neither the Pope 
nor Venice and Mantua would agree to this, and the 
Swiss, who held Milan* and were the real masters of 
the situation, declared at once in favour of Maximilian 
Sforza, the Moro*s elder son. Since the first con- 
quest of Milan by the French in 1409, this youth 
hwi liccn brought up at InnshH\ck, with his brother 
Francesco, in the cai'e of his cousin, the Empress 
Bianea. and was more of a German than an Italian 
in his habits and tastes, He was now nineteen, and 
«ihowed little signs of his fathers talent or his mother's 
high spirit ; but Isabella could not forget that he was 
hep nephew, and not only rejoiced that Ucotrice's :!*on 
sliould reign on his fallicrs throne, but saw in his 
accession a new opportunity for the advancement of 
her family's interests. She threw herself heart and 
soul inU> the young princes cause* and los"t no oppor- 
tunity of urging his otahns on Lang and Cardona, as 
well OS on Giuliano dei Mediei and Bibbiena, who 
were already her &worn friends and allies, The 
Viceroy soon fell a prey to the charms of the brilliant 
Marchesa and her lovely maids-of-honour. The 
intervals of business were tilled with nmsic and song, 
with pleasant society antl gay jests^ and while Giuliano 
and the handsome Bernardo denlai^d themselves to be 
in love ^vnth fair Alda Boiarda, Cardona imd the Bishop 
were at the feet of tlie fascinating licauty Brognina. 
Isabella herself had a happy knack of discussing grave 
pohtical questions at these lively little dajices and 
suppers, and she knew, alxjve all, how to govern 
others without ever allowing lH:r inttucnce to appear. 
In tliis ease, Uic choice of Maximilian Sforxa agreed 



I 



CONFERENCE AT MANILA 



67 



particularly well wth the interests of the confederates, 
as one of the most rlear-siglited Florentine statesmen 
of the day remarked : " The Pope wished to have a 
weak Duke of Milan, so a^ to dispone of the wealthy 
bcnuHces in llic Dm-hy at his will. The Bishop of 
Gurk only cared to raise as much money as possible 
for his imperial master. The Viceroy wished to 
quarter hb Sponisli troops in Lombardy and receive 
pay for them. The Swi«Ls counted on getting their 
hire from the Duke, and remaitung the real masters 
of Milan ; and Venice looked forward to an easy 
triumph over a feeble prinre.*'^ So the business of 
the conference was speedily despatched in a nmnner 
agreeable to all parties, saving the unfortunate Floren- 
tine envoy, whose opinion was seldom asked* When 
he left Mantua, the doont of Florence was already 
sealed. 

On the 21st of August, the Spanish army entered 
TuM-any witJi the Medici brothers, and when the 
Gonfalonicrc sent troops to oppose their advance, 
Prato was stormed and cnielly sacked. On the 
81 st, Giuliano sent the Marchesa the following 
note' in Bibbiena's writing: *'I know well tlmt 
Your Excellency will rejoice in my happiness, and 
therefore hasten to tell you thut to-morrow my most 
reverend brother and I are about to return to our 
home, and take possession of our own house, with 
the coa-ient of the whole city of Florence. An 
infinite number of citizens have come here to con- 
gratulate ufi on our good fortune. The good news 
will, I know, give Youi- Excellency and her illustrious 
lord the greatest plewture, so I send a courier to tell 

« fuXnt, " HUt, of the Popes," H 8S. 
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you thi^r and to remind you that I shall be as 
entirely at your service^ when I am hack in my 
home, as I have been during my long exile. I 
commend myself to my dear Madonna Alda and 
Equicoia, and aU your noble court, and so does the 
Mocciconc. who is your faithftil servant. — Your ser- 
vant, GiuLiANO UEi Medici/' Prato, 31st August, 

9 RM. 

The next day the two brothers entered Florence 
in state, and Isabella sent Giuliano her warmest 
congratulations. " I tlionk Your Signory," she writes, 
*■ for this happy news, and a^isure you that nothing 
could give me greater pleasure. I rejoice to think 
that your retin-n to your own house should he 
accomplished without any tumult, and with the 
consent of the Republic, and hold this for a good 
augury of your future peace and prosperity. I feel 
sure that your return will excite the less opposition^ 
and will be the more grateful to all, since it has 
been so fortxmately effected without any bloodshed. 
And tell Moecicone how much we all rejoice with 
him, in this the greatest joy that he has ever had.*' ^ 

So Isabella wrote, in unconscious irony, ignorant 
of the horrible cruelties of the Spanish soldiers, and 
of the thousands of innocent women and children 
who had fallen victims to their greed and lust She 
was not without her own anxieties at tlie time, 
and, in a letter to Cardinal d'Este.'' she tells him 
of a stormy inier\'iew that had taken place between 
the I'opc and the Mantuan envoy, in wliich His 
Holiness complained bitterly of the Marquis saying 
that, owing to him* the Diet had been held at 

1 Ltiiio c Rcnicr, Manii>tM « Ur^ioo, p. €42. 
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MantuA instead of in KomCi to the shame and dis- 
honour of the Church, and that now Gurk refused 
to appear before hira, ** He accuses us,*" continues 
Isabella, "of giWng shelter to the Ferrarese, and 
swear* thill if you and the Dudiess auJ her children 
come to Mantua, he will order his amiy to march 
against this state instead of Ferrara, regardless of 
the Emperor's wishes, and will send Federieo to 
the Torresella of Venice, together with many bad 
words.'* * 

The old Popes anger would have been still more 
fierce if he could have »een the letters and messages 
which Isabella sent repeatedly to her son-in-law of 
l-"rbino, begging him, for her sake, to spare Ferrara, 
and do as little injury as possible to her brother's 
subjects, Castiglione, who was at TTrhino, and who 
had. BA Isabella told her brothers, more influence 
with the Duke than any one ebe, sent her consoling 
assurances, ami while Ihe Manpiis wrote grovelling 
letten> to the Pope, promising tt> send him the first 
of the Este traitors who dared set foot on his ter- 
ritory, Francesco Maria wasted so much time over 
his preparations tliat it became necessary to suspend 
militaiy operations until the «;pring. Meanwhile 
Pamia and Piacensta were given up to the Cliurch, 
and sent delegates with splendid presents to Rome. 
Finally, on the 4th of November, the Bishop of 
Gurk himselt* arrived at the ^■atican, and publicly 
aimounced the Emperors adhesion to the Lateran 
Council. The Pope, overjoyed at this triumph, wel- 
comed 5Iaximilian"s ambassador with royal honours, 
and raised him to the dignity of Cardinal, On 
the 23th of November, the new alliance between 
^ Lu2io c Renier, Mantov^ e Vrbino, p* S05. 
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the Emperor and the Pope was soleiJiiily proolAimed 
in S. Maria del Popolo, aiid Federico rode at the 
Popc*5 side, " looking," wrote Stazio Gadio, " as 
beautiful as an angcl." in a suit of gold and peaoock 
satin, with a white velvet cap and fine white feathers, 
^ven hini by bis mother, fastened by a diamond 
clasp, with the letters A.C.R.V,, " which His 
Holiness thus interprets, ^Amor carv ritorna vivo* 
— 'Dear love, come home safe/*'* 

The following Christmas and eartiival were cele- 
brated with greater gaiety than had been known 
for many yean* in Rome. The banquets and snppers 
to wliich Federico was invited at the house of his 
uncle» Sigismondo Gonzaga. and of the other Car- 
diniils, were marked by a wild revelry and an absence 
of decorum which liis mother would hardly have 
approved, and Stazio fell it necessary to suppress 
certain incidents in his letters to the Marchesa. 
He does not, for instance, mention the presence of 
the Roman courtesan Albina at Cardinal Gonzagu's 
house^ one night when Fra Mariano jumped on 
the table, and, gallantly assisted by Bibbiena, threw 
chickens at each other, and smeared the guests' 
faces with soup and sauce from the dishes on the 
tttble.^ This Fra Mariano Fetti, whose presence was 
so much in request among the members of tJie 
Sacred College, and in whose company, Stajiio writes, 
it was impossible not to be merry, afterwards became 
the favourite buffoon of Leo X., and held the luc- 
rative post of PioiitbatorCr or Keeper of the Papal 
Seals, for many years. He professed great devotion 
to the Marquis of Mantua, who repeatedly presented 

t Lnsio, Fftt^nco, p. 40. 
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the pallium which liis hor?(e^ won on the Corso to 
the A-iar's convent of S, Silvestro, and his witty 
letters abound in affectionate messages to the Mar- 
cbesa and tlie caro Marchesino. In the midst of 
these carnival festivities, tie and Ribbiena were 
summoned by their patron. Cardinal Medici, to 
Florence, and from the convent of San Marco, in 
that city, the Fratc addressed a long letter to the 
Marqui^i, in %%'hich, aflcr conduhng ^ith him on his 
long Uhiess. aikd praising the channs of his sweet 
little son, whose young face has refreshed and re- 
newed the life of the old city of Rome» he tells him 
that he, the poor friar, has only two wishes left in 
the world- One i^ to visit the sanctuary of S. Maria 
di Loreto ; the other to come to Mantua, to see liis 
dear lord and the ruinouH pa/azziria which contains 
the Triumphs of Petrarch (f) by Andrea Mantegna, 
the glory of Mantua, If it were not for the horrors 
of wind, snow and rain, of mud and marshes, he 
would fly thither at onc« find taste of the good fish 
of Carda; but once let the spring come, and he will 
set out without delay to spend a joyoiis week in 
the company of liis lord, for whose health all good 
Dorauiicans never cease to pray.i 

But the most splendid pageant held in Rome 
during the carnival of 151 a was a procession repre- 
senting the Triumph of Pope JuUus IL, which 
started from the Capitol and passed do^%'n the Corso 
to the bridge of Sant' Angcio and along the \'ia 
de' Pontefici to the Agone. In this strange mas- 
querade tlie victor)^ of the Pope over the French, 
^le deUverance of captive Italy, and the sittings of 
the Latcran Council, were all set forth; and the 
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diiFercnt cities were represented by symbolic figures 
and groups, with the usual abundance of scriptural 
and classical allusions^Moses lifting up the brazen 
serpent in the mldemess. Phaeton fBlling from 
Heaven, and the &uii-god Apollo, throned in his 
temple of Delphi, triumphing over all his foes. But 
while the long procession, which Isabella's corre- 
spondents describe minutely in their letters, was 
winding through the crowded streets, amid the 
aeclanmtions of all Rome, the Pope himself was 
dying in the Vatican, and not all the science of the 
learned Jewish physician could bring back the breath 
of life int*> the old mans worn-out frame. On the - 
18th of February, Stazio Gadio wi'ote to tell the 
Marquis that the Pope was suffering from a sudden 
attack of fever, and that the worst was feai'ed. 
The Cardinals had placed guards at tJie gates of 
the Vatican, and some of the captains had a^ked 
Fedcrico to lake the command of the papal troops. 
On all sides people were removing their property 
for fear of a tumult, and Signor Kedcrico himself 
was doubtful whether to remain or not, but would 
follow liis uncle Cardinal Gonzagas db^ctions. Per- 
fect order was maintained, however, and Fedcrico 
remained quietly in his rooms. 

A year before this, on the S-ttli of May 1512, 
Isabella d'Este had written to desire that her son s 
portrait should be painted by Kaphael. "Since we 
have been obliged," she writes to Ippoliti, **to give 
away the portrait of our son Federico, wliich was 
painted at Bologna, wc wish to have another, 
especially as wc licar he is still liandsouier and more 
graceful than he was then. Wc desire you to see if 
the painter Kaphael, the son of Giovanni Santi of 
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Urbino, h qow in Rome* It he is, ask liim to 
paint a bust of Federico iu annour, but if Raphael 
should not be there, find out who is the best master 
next to him, sinee we do not wish to have him 
painted by an inferior artist, but desire that his 
portrait should be taken by some goml master whom 
we M'ill treat with our usual lionourable courtesy. 
And tcU liim that wc ?ihouid like the portrait to 
be life-size and painted as soon as possible^ since 
Uiere is nothing that we wish for more." 

A whole year passed, however, before Raphael 
was able to undertake the commission. At length, 
on the I3th of January 1513> he invited the young 
prince to give him his first Mtting. *' Yesterday," 
wrote Stazio Gadio to the Murchesa, " Federico 
armed himself with Your Excellency's doublet, put 
on his plumed bat and gold cape, and went to 
have bis jjortrait painted by Maestro Raphael of 
Urbino. painter to His Holiness, who took a sketch 
of him in eharroal in this dress, which he will paint 
afterwards," 

*' M. Raphael of Urbino," adds Grossino, "has 
b^un to paint Signor Federico in tlie costume 
wbieh he wore at the opening of the Council, armed 
with the doublet and wearing the hat which Your 
Excellency sent lijm/' 

A mcHith lat^rr, on the 15th of February, Grossino 
wrote again : " As for S, Federico's portrait, I aA 
M. Raphael constantly bow it is progressing; he 
tells me that be U working at it, and tliat I need 
have no fear, since he is very anxious to paint Uiis 
portrait and ser\'e Your Excellency welL" But four 
days after this, Grossino wrote : ** M- Raphael of 
(Jrbino has returned tlie cape and doublet of 
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S, Federico, in which he was to paint his portrait, and 
begs Your Excellency to pardon him. since, at the 
prciicnt time, it is impossible for him to give his 
mind to the work/' 

His great patron's life was fast ebbing away^ 
and tlijit very night of the 20th of February the 
Pope breathed his last The heroic nature of the 
man was never more evident than on his death- 
bed. Cardinal Gonzaga, in a letter which he wrote 
to Mantua that evening, owns that he and all his 
brother Cardinals were moved to tears when the 
dying Pope bade them farewell, and cabniy gave 
Llicm \\h last btci^sing. He asked them to pray for 
his soul, sajing that he had been a great sinner, 
and had not governed the Church well And 
with perfect composure he gave directions for the 
coming Conclave, and hegged them to obKer\'e his 
laws against simony and keep their hands pure. 
*'^Vfter wc had kissed his hand and received his last 
blessing, he took leave of us with the utmost forti- 
tude, but not without many tears on our pjirt. I 
confess I could not help weeping when I remembered 
all tlie benefits which Your Excellency and all our 
house, but I above all, have received from him. And 
I was moved to tears even more by the sight of this 
strong and constant soul, which the near approach 
of deatli could not shake, turning to God our 
Saviour, and with true greatness of heart remember- 
ing all tliose things which most people forget in their 
last hours. His Holiness sees, hears, understands, 
speaks, orders, and provides, a*i if he M-ere in full 
strengtli and health, and is perfectly calm and self- 
posscascdt although he is actually dying." ^ A few 
1 hut&Of Fedtrico, p 51. 
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hours later, Federico himself wrote the following 
brief note to his father: '* During the past nif^t, 
at the hour of half-^past four on Monday mominj^. 
His Holiness Pope Jultus IK passed from this 
world into tlie next, called by our Lord God to 
life eternal." ' 

Great was the lamentation when the news of 
the Pope's death was made known. '* Rome felt," 
writes Gregorovius, '* that a kingly soul had passed 
away/' And Paride Grassi, who bad lived forty 
years in Rome> says that he never saw such crowds 
at a I*ope's funeral bctbre, or such tokens of genuine 
and widespread grief, " They tlu-onged to kiss his 
feet and gaze on his dead face, for all recognised 
in him a true Homan Pontiff' and Vicar of Christ, a 
defender and protector of the weak a^^i^^t tyrants, 
and the deliverer of Italy from the barbarians."* 

Only in Ferrara was the news of Julius the 
Second's death hailed with satisfaction. Alfonso 
d*E:!ite was delivered from liis most dangerous 
enemy, and Isabella must have been secretly coti- 
scious of a deep sense of relief. Now, at least, 
Federico would be set free, and could return to 
her arms at once. As soon as the Conclave met 
he obtained permiision from the Sacred College to 
go to Mantua, and on the 3rd of March took 
leave of the Cardinals. "The door was not quite 
dosed," writes honest Grossino to his mistress, "so 
I could see through the opening how His Highness 
bowed to the ground and tried to kisS their hands, 
but they all embraced and kissed him."' 

> IXArco, Arch, St, /(., App. U. SB4. 
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A week afterwards, Cftrdinnl Medici was pro- 
claimed Pope, and his sccretar)', Bibbiena, wrote 
joyftiUy to iuforni the Marcliesa Isabella of his 
patron's election, aiid to assure her of Leo the 
Tenth's absohite devotion to lier person and in- 
terests 

" Your Signo!^'^ will have already heard this most 
happy news of the accesyion of your most reverend 
compaire to the pontificate, which will, I know, give 
you itnniense joy and consolation, because* putting 
aside tiie singular love which His Holiness and all 
his house have ever borne to your illustrious con- 
sort and yourself, yoii will understand that the 
safety of your nephew and his state, as well as that 
of your brotlier, depends on the elevation of your 
cotnpatre to the Holy See, So that Your Excel- 
lency has greater cause to rejoice over this most 
fortunate event than any other person in the world, 
and so 1 too rejoice with Your Highness and con- 
gratulate you warmly. His Holiness wished your 
illustrious first-bom son, Signor Federieo, had been 
still in Rome, when he came out of the Conclave, 
so as to show him some sign of that true and great 
artection for Your Excellency and the Mar(|uis, of 
which the Holy Father has already spoken re- 
peatedly, and I tell you this that you may know 
His Holiness has your interests ever al his heart, 
and loves you well." And after many protestations 
of his own devotion and anxiety to serve her, especi- 
ally now that, as he modestly puts it, " he may be 
uf a little more account than he was before,' 
Bibbiena ends by sending his affectionate greetings 
to Madonna Laura (Giovanni (ionzagas wife), his 
dear Madonna Alda, and all the Marchcsana^s ladies. 
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above uU I»ibellu Lavagiiolo, and her tutor, Mariu 
Equicola. ^ 

The Marchess was at Milan when the news of 
Leo's election reached her, and sent Equicola at 
once to kiss the new Pope's feet and offer him her 
congratulations. On the 28th of March, she replied 
to Bibbiena in the following letter: '* You will have 
alrejidy heaixl from Mario Ecjuicota of the joy and 
delight with which this happy event has filled us, and 
really, since the day of our birth, we have never had 
any greater pleasure tlian this good news, which 
reached us immediately aftei" we heard of the death 
of Pope Julius. For all of which we praise and 
thank our Lord Cod, hoping that* by the great 
goodncsh and wisdom of His Holine?is. we may see 
the safety of the Duke our brother's state secured, 
that of our nephew the Duke of Milan estabhshed, as 
well as the honour and exaltation of our husband the 
Marc]uis and the peace of all Italy confirmetl On 
our OW1I account we are satisfied that we shall enjoy 
the protection and perpetual favour of His Holiness, 
both l>ccause uf ibe bund uf our conunon sponsonftiip 
and of the love and regard we bore him as Cardinal 
dei Medici, not to speak of our intimate friendAhip 
with his brother, the Magnifieo Giuliana No less do 
we reckon on the favour and influence which you 
will retain with His Holiness, feeling no doubt that 
neither rank nor honours will change your nature, 
but that you will he as kind and aflectiuuule to us as 
ever, even although we have made you lose 500 
ducats I '* ' After this allusion to some wager between 
them regarding the result of the Conclave, she ends 
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by congratiilating Bibbiena on the new dignities nf 
protonotarj' and treasurer which the Pope had 
bestowed upon him. Equicola, ui his letters from 
Rome, infomied his mistress that his friend Bibbiena 
stood foi'emost in the Pope's favour, and was already 
beet with needy pensioners seekinjf his good offices, 
but told tlie Marchesa tliat he was as gay and kindly 
as ever, and quite uanpoilt by his Midden elevation. 
But there are so many Florentines at court, he 
adds, that it is impossible to count them. The 
whole Vatican — indeed, one may say the whole of 
Rome— has become Florentine I The Pope, who had 
not forgotten the kind welcome which he had found 
at Mantua a year before, when he escaped from the 
French camp, after being made prisoner in the battle 
of Ravenna, received Isabella s envoy most graciously, 
and spoke in the ivarmc:st terms of the Marchess, 
saying that he looked upon her as a dear sister, only 
that she inspired liim with more profound reverence. 
Bibbiena, who was only thirty-three years of age, 
now took deacon's orders with a view to his future 
elevation, and, as his friends expected, was created ft 
Cardinal in the following autumn. The Marchesa 
was one of the fir%t to whom lie announced his new 
dignity, and, in a graceful note bearing the date of 
the 18th of October, he thanked her for her kind 
congratulations. ** Your Highness/* he wrote, "will 
not. I hope, think that I am so \Tilgar as to think 
myself of more importance than I was before, least of 
all witli regard to you ; for, even if this rank brings 
me greater respect from others — which, indeed, I 
have not as yet discovered! — this can only affect 
those who are strangers to me, certainly not Your 
Excellenc>\ whose Moccicone I will remain to the end. 
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As for that part of your sweet and charming letter in 
which you say that the prayers I offer in this habit 
roust avail more, I gladly agree, and hope that the 
friends who are nearest to me nmy receive more tlian 
otherTi. All tlie same, it is devil's M-ork tu o^k fuvouni 
for others, even for those whom you most wisli to 
help [ but 1 will try to obey Your Highness, and ask 
boldly/" 

All Rome rejoiced at the peaceful opening of the 
new pantilicate. '* Once X'eims reigned, then Mars, 
now Pallas holds her sway," was the motto which 
Agostino Chigi placed on the triumphal arch which 
iie raided in honour of tlic Pope's coronation. And 
while the Duke of Urbino, clad in deep mourning 
for his uncle, held the Pope's bridle as Prefect of 
Rome and Captain-General of the Church, the 
Duke of Ferrara, absolved from papal censures, and 
sumptuously attired in white and gold brocade, was 
one of the most splendid figures in the ranks of the 
stately procession that passed from St, Peter's to Uie 
Lateralis* No one rejoiced more sincerely over his 
restoration to the Holy Father's favour than his sister 
Isabella, and, as she told her friend, the new Cardinal, 
slie only longed for the day when she should be able 
to come to Home herself uud kiss the Popes feet. 

1 Luzb, FfderitOf p^ 13. 
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lubelln «p(7nd(i the CArnlvAl ^t MfUn — Duke Maximilian SforvA 
— Hi« w«iiknciB nnd c^ct^ttVttga^w^e — Tlie Viceroy of Naples 
tttid Cardinal Gurk nt Milan— UabelU »nd her Ijidics— H«r 
letter ti> the Mnrrjifis En i<'lf-defenor — Hrognlnft and Aldii 
Boiarda (lismii»cd trom her service — Tcbaldeo Attacks Mario 
EquicuU luul Isabella — IndJi^ation of the Marchcsa — Her 
letter to Cardinal d'Estc— Duchess Elisabclta's reply. 

While Juliu-s the Second s life was slowly drawing 
to its cIo.sc, and Fetlerico Garizaga was sharing the 
orgies of (^inlinals and monkish bnffonns in Rome, 
his mother was spending a gay carnival at the 
court of her nephew, Maximilian, Dtikc of Milan, 
The Pope lost iio time in inviting the yoting 
prince to take possesMon of his fathers duchy, and, 
early in the autumn, Maximilian crossed the Alps 
and came to Lombardy. But his formal restoration 
vas deferred until after the Bishop of Ourk*s Wsit to 
Rome, In November he paid a visit to Mantua, 
where the Marchcsa ^vclcomed him with the greatest 
affe<!tiun, and a series uf brilliant fdtes were held in 
his honour. From the first moment of their meeting, 
Beatrice's son seems to have become f^nuinely 
attached to his aunt, and she on her part exerted 
herself to rouse the weak and indolent youtli to a 
sense of his high position and great opportunities. 
But Maximilian's education had been sadly neg- 
lected, and the poverty and dreariness of his long 
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years of exile had produced a bad efTect upon his 
character. He had grown up eccentric and sus- 
picious, and was rarely i^een to smile saWng at the 
tricks nf dwarfs and clowns, for whom he showed 
a childish pa^^sion. When he visited Mantua the 
follies of a certain dwarf belonging to the Marches 
and known by the name of Nanifio, pleased him 
better than anything else ; and Lorenzo Strozzi, who 
had lately arrived from Rome, wrote long accounts 
to Federico of the freaks and escapades of this 
favourite buffoon. One day Nanino came to meet 
the Duke in episcopal vestments, with the most 
solemn air in the world ; the next he appeared in the 
robes of a Venetian patrician, while his hunting 
exploits and hand-to-hand light with agoat alTorded 
tlie Duke unbounded aniusenicnt.* 

A month later Cardinal Gurk and the A^iceroy of 
Nftples, Rnimondo de Cardona, and Cardinal Schinner, 
the leader of the Swiss force;*, all came to Milan, 
and took part in the Duke's state entry on the 20th 
of December' The Marchesa had promised her 
nephew to honour the New Year festivities with her 
LpresencCj and K^^y embraced this opportunity of 
'pleading her brother Alfonso's cause with the Spanish 
and Imperial ministers. One winter evening in 
Januar)\ she entered Milan by torchlight, accompanied 
by a brilliant train of courtiers and ladies. Among 
them were Deha, who was for many years the 
object of tlie young Marchese di Pescara's passionate 
devotion; Alda Hoiarda, whose name is so often 
mentioned in Bembo and Hibbiena's letters ; and tlic 
still more fascinating Ilrogiiina, who had alrc^y won 

> LuJcJo, Btiffimi, SuotiZ AnU>togia, 1891* 
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the hearts of Gurk and Cardona at Mantua in the 
prcWous Hummcn A succession of banquets, jousts, 
ooniedic», and balls followed, and the gaiety of these 
entertainments was in no way diminished by the 
shells that were discharged at intervahi by the guns 
of the French garrison which still held the Castello. 
" Happily, the French guns had the courtesy to cease 
when the tilting began ! '' wrote Isabella in a letter to 
her husband, in which she descril>es a tounmincnt 
held in fi\)nt of the Corle V^ecchia, that old Sfunui 
palace near tlie Duomo, But on the second day of 
the jousts, when the Marchese di Fescara distin- 
guished himself by his valour, and Uie Duke and 
Marchcsji were again present, a sudden bombardment 
from the Caslcllo sent every one flying I ' In another 
letter I;>abclla describes a sumptuous banquet and 
dramatic representation given by the Bresciaii Count 
lirunoro, brother of A'eromca Gambara, on the 25ih of 
Januaiy. The victory of tlie League and expulsion of 
the French were celebrated in a series of tabkarix and 
musical recitations, and a stately oak — the emblem 
of the Delia Rovere family — with an eaglets nest in 
its topmost boiiglis, occupied the centre of the stage- 
But the play itself was poor and veiy inferior, as 
Isabella told her husband, to those performed at 
Mantua. '* I am certain," she wrote, " that any one 
who has seen Your Excellency's comedies and fine 
stage scenery must feel more ennui than p)ea:^ure at 
the sight of such representations as these,"* On this 
occasion the Cardinal and Viceroy openly competed 
for the fair maid of honours favours. Bull) of thent 
endeavoured to kiss Brognina as she entered the 

1 Pntto, op. di., SIO. 

< D'AncoDA, '/Mfm It, vol ij- 





THK SPANISH VICEROY 



Sfl 



house, and Monsignore of Gurk, Isabella tells her 
husband, so far fot^ot his dignity and ofKce as to go 
down on his knees before her. Another evening, 
when Isabella invited the Duke and his illustrious 
guests to a ma^sked ball at her house, the Cardinal 
danced twiec with Brognina, and spent most of hi^ 
time in amorous discourse with her. Th&t lady, 
however, made no secret of her preference for 
the Spanish \'iccroy, who soon became her recog- 
nised lover and sent a rich present of blark and 
crimson velvet in acknowledgment of her favours. 
Isabella meanwhile made use of tliis opportunity to 
gain the ear uf tlie Euiperur's favourite, and when, 
after supper, Uie guests took off their masks, she 
had a long talk with Cardinal Gurk on the subject 
of Pesehiera, a fmlified town on tlie Lake of 
Garda, which had formerly belonged to Mantua, 
and which the Con2&gA.s were exceedingly anxious 
to recover.' Little faith, however, she owns, was 
to be pluced in Monsignore's promises ; but her 
efforts on behalf of her brothers proved more suc- 
cessful, and she was able to recover some lettens 
written by Cardinal Ippolito, betraying his stnmg 
Krunrh sympalJiies, which had unluckily fallen into 
the hands of the papal legate. In these delicate 
matters Isabella had a skilful assistant in Francesco 
Clucricali, a clever Vii?entiuc humanist, who was 
secretary to Canlinal Schinner, and aftenvards rose to 
high favour under Leo X, and his successors- Chieri- 
cati was attached to the Gonzagas, who had shown 
his family much kindness, and he informed the 
Marehesa before her arrival of the existence of some 
of these letters. ^* After consulting Madonna Ippolita 
^ ImAo, ArvA. St. Lo^.^ 1901^ p. \^. 
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Sfoizft," he wrote to Isabella on tlie 29th of November, 
" I buruL Uiein all, feeliiig sure you would not wish 
theni to be preserved." Isabella never forgot Chieri- 
eati's service on tkis occasion, and always honoured 
him with her friendsliip and regard-" 

The Marchess own letters from Milan give many 
curious instanceK of the jealousy with which the 
Italians regarded the Spaniards, who were ready to 
draw their ^wcrd-s at the least provocation, while 
tlieir gree<l and rapacity soon became proverbiah At 
one hall given by the Duke in the Corte Vecchia, 
not only were the gold buttons of his courtiers secretly 
cut ofr» but Isabella herself, whose gown was adorned 
with her favourite device of small gold candelabra, 
lost several of these ornaments in the course of the 
same evening.' 

Political considerations, as well as her nephew's 
pressing entreaties, induced Isabella to prolong her 
visit until tlie beginning of March. But when the 
news of the Popes death reat'hed her, and she heard 
that her darling Federico was about to return, she 
set out at once for Mantua* Unfortunately, reports 
of the scandal excited by the Viceroy's amours with 
the Marchesa's maid of honour had readied her 
husband's ears, and before she left Milan Isabella 
received an angry letter fk>m the Marr|uis, reproaching 
her for her pn.>longed absence, and telling her that 
the disgraceful conduct of her ladies had inude her 
the common talk of the town. The frank and noble 
letter in which Isabella replied to these accusations 
has lately been discovered by Dr. Luzio in the Gon- 
zaga archives," and deserves to be given in full r— 

1 B, Moraolin, F, ChiericoH, p. ]«4. 
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*' My dear Lord, — I ain sorry but hardly surprised 
to hear that you were nnt satisfied with my explana- 
tions, and I sliculd lie more so. if I felt this to be my 
fault, as it tertainly is my misfortune. But, since 
the reason wliy I did not obey Your Excellency at 
<mce was that, with your own permission, I wished to 
help my brother and please my nephew* it seems to 
me that you need not express so much dis^atisfoctiiHi, 
and 1 can only lament the unlucky fate which always 
renders my actions displeasing to you. And I 
certainly do not believe that I have done anything on 
this Milanese journey* for which I deserve to become 
* the common talk of the town.' I know that I have 
acquired many new friends on your l>ehalf^ as well 
as on my own, and that I have behaved as 1 ought 
to do* and as I am always accustomed to behave, for* 
thanks to the grace of my God and myself. I never 
needed either to be controlled by others, or to be 
reminded how to govern my actions, And.althou^i 
in other tilings I count for noUiing, God has granted 
me this grace, for which Your Excellency owes me 
as much gratitude as ever any husband owed his wife, 
and even if you loved and lionourcd nie as much as 
possible you could never repay my faithfulness. This 
makes you sometimes to sjiy that I am proud, becatise, 
knowing how much I deserve of you and how little I 
receive, I am tempted at times to alter my nature 
and to appear different from what I am. But even 
if you should always treat me badly, I would never 
cease to do what is right, and the less love you show 
me, the more I shall always love yon, because, in 
truth, this love is part of myself, and I tx-*came your 
wife so young that I can ue^'er remember having 
been without it. This being the case, I think that, 
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without incurring your displeosure^ 1 might be at 
liberty to put off my relurn a fortnight, for the 
^ca^lon^i which I have already exphiined- Do not be 
angry wtli me, and say that you do not believe I 
wish to see you, as I have said in my letters, for if 
ray desire in this re^^pect were satisfied, you would let 
me see you much more often than I do in Mantua. 
I commend myself once more to Your Excellency, 
and beg your pardon for writing so long a letter. 
From one who loves you as well as herself- — Is-vbella, 
Marchesa di Mantova/' In Piacenza, the 12th 
day of March, 1518. 

This letter not only reveals the Innate nobleness 
and loyalty of Isabella s nature, and confirms our esti- 
mate of her fine character, but also throws light on the 
painful circumstances of her private life during the 
long and tr)'ing years of her husband^ illness. The 
unhappy man, siifTcring as he wa^ from inexorable 
disease, atKi condemned to a life of enforced idleness, 
sank into a querulous and fretful invalid, who 
quarrelled with his ser\'ants and friends, worried his 
wife incessantly over trifles, and complained bitterly 
whenever she was absent. The patience with which 
Isabella bore his caprices, the faithfulness with which 
she carried out his wislies, and her atfectionate solici- 
tude for his health and anxioiLs endeavours to amuse 
and distract him, are evident from the almost daily 
letters which she addressed to him during her journeys- 
On this occasion, it must be udmitted. tlie behaviour 
of Brognina had given just cause for scandal ; and 
although at Milan the Marchesa might think it pru- 
dent to shut her eyes to her maid of honour s flirtations 
witti personaj>fes as exalted as liaimondo de Cardona 
and Cardinal Gurk, she herself felt that it was no 
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longer possible to keep the girl in her service. Ac- 
cordingly, Brognina retired to a convent near Goito, 
where she lived as the recognised mistress of the 
Viceroy.' But the effects of the Marquis Francesco's 
displeasim; did not end here. A few niontJis later^ 
he dismissed the Marchesa*s favourite maid of honour, 
Alda Boiatda, the cousin uf the Ferrara poet^ Matteo 
Boiardo, who had li^'ed for ten years in her service, 
and was as much beloved by Duchess Elisabettft and 
£milia Pia a^ by Giiiliano dei Medici and Bibbiena. 
This time, Isabella was deeply distressed. an(] she 
interceded in vain for this devoted servant, who had 
been her conipnnion on so many journeys* and re- 
mained her friend to the end. But the IMarquis 
sternly refused to listen to her entreaties, dechir- 
ii^ in a letter which he wrote to Isabella that Alda 
had lijchted a Hame of discord in his household which 
would not be extinguished in his lifetime, and saying 
that no person so univcr^ially hated had ever left, his 
court.' The Marchcsa, on her part, did not forget 
facr &icndt and wrote sadly to Aldas lister regretting 
that she had been compelled to part from her, and 
had been unable to do more for so dear and foithful a 
companion. 

The troubles among Isabella's ladies were followed 
by a violent quarrel between twoof her favourite men 
of letters, the poet Teboldeo and Mario Ec|uicoIa, her 
tutor, Mario's name, as we liave seen, was frequently 
linked, more in jest than earnest, with that of Isabella 
Lavagnola, the sister of the Marchesa's old dancing- 
master, and one of her most trusted attendants. 
t'lany are the allusions to Isabella's chanus and to 
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Mario's supposed devotion for her in Bibbicna's letters, 
and the CardiiuU hiraself often declared that he be- 
longed to the number of her most ardent admirers. 
But her conduct and diameter seem to have been as 
blameless us tlic Marclicsa's own, and even Francesco 
Gonzaga was furious when, on All Saints" Day, 1518, 
a copy of scurrilous verses directed against Equicola 
and Isabella was found nailed up on the walls in 
different parts of Mantua. A strict inquir>" was at 
once instituted, and the deed was traced back to 
Isabella's treasurer, Giulio Oldoino, who confessed 
that the verses had been composed and sent to him 
by Tebaldeo, The poet had left Mantua some time 
ago, and was already suspected of being the author of 
a similar lampoon which had appeared in Rome. 
Oldoino excused himself forbid share in this unworthy 
act by saying that Mario was his entmy, and had 
slandered him, and that he did not think tlic verses 
eould do the Marchesa ur Isabella any iral injury. 
He was promptly dismissed for his pains, and tliat 
although he had spent sixteen years in the JIarchesa's 
service, while Francesco Gonzaga addressed a furious 
reprimand to t\\e poet Tehalden, reprracliiiig him with 
the vilest ingratitude and threatening terrible ven- 
geance- Isabella, on her part, wrote long letters to 
Roaie and Urbino, giving full accounts of the traiuiae- 
tion, and begging all her friends to withdraw their 
favour firom the poet who had stooped to such baseness. 
The letter whicJi she addressed to her brother. 
Cardinal d'Kste. who had returned to Home, and 
stood high in the ivew Pope's favour, is verj' charac- 
teristic of her impetuous and afTectionatc nature. 
and shows how keenly she resented this insult to 
her innocent sen^ant : — 
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" Most Reverend aiid dear Brotlier, — I believe 
Your Reverend Highness heani that some time ago 
a letter written by niy tutor, Kqiiirola. was surrep- 
titiously stolen and printed with some additional lines 
st-ofling at Mnrio and my attendant. Isabella. F am 
j*ure that you and every gentle lord and lady will have 
severely blamed tlie writer of these verses, which, I 
confess, excited my serious displeasure, not on account 
of Mario, who is well able to defend himself, but 
because I ohjeeted that a member of my household 
should be spoken of with so httle respect. I was still 
more amazed to see that I was accused by the writ4!r 
of having pronounccfl Mai'io*s wi'itiiigs superior to 
those of any living scholar. But since I could not 
discover the author of this calumny, in spile of cer- 
lain suspicions which crossed my mind from the first 
I resolved to bide ray time, feeling certain that time 
would reveal the name of the guilty man, and that he 
would soon be found out and punished, as lius indeed 
happened, because on the Feast of All Saints, certain 
sonnets, containing still more abusive slanders of 
Mario and Isabella, were found fastened up on the 
wall in many places of tlie town. One of these Ubels 
I now enclose for Your Reverence to see. After this. 
I could no longer submit to such indignity, and mode 
a strict inquiry, from which I discovered that the 
verses had been sent from Bologna bj* that fine gen- 
tleiiiun Tchaldeo to my treasurer, Giulio Oldoino, 
who could not deny the charge, and confessed that he 
had ordered them to be put up in public places* and 
excused himself by saying that Mario was his enemy, 
and that he did not think the mention of IsaWlla 
would hurt either her or me. I gave Giulio no other 
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puniHliment tliAii t)mt of instant dismissal from my 
senrice, where he hns lived honourably for the huA 
sixteen years, although he really deserved to be 
treated with greater severity, since Isabella had never 
done him any wrong, and he mu.st have known how 
much the verse; would displease me. As for Tebaldeo, 
all I desire is that you and all the^e lords and ladies 
should know how ungrateliilly he has behaved to my 
lord and myself, after being entertained and rewarded 
by us during many years past, and that without hold- 
ing any office at tliis eourt or doing us any service- 
If Tebaldeo himself leit your service because he was 
so much affronted at seeing one of his boys in your 
house punished, what, must he think, are my feelings 
at seeing one of my most faithful maidens publiely 
held up to ridicule by him ? Truly, his has been a 
fine atid noble invention, worthy of eternal fame! If 
Mario's commentary on his works excited his envy, 
he might have chosen some better way of answering 
and confuting him than by slajidering the honour of a 
maiden, out of liatred for one who looks on love rather 
as a theme for verse than a personal emotion, as I know 
Vour Highness and all the world are aware- . , • 1 
bc^ you to communicate this fine trick of Tebaldeo's 
invention to the Cardinals of Aragon [her uncle], of 
S. Maria in Portico [fiibhiena], and the Magnifico 
Giuliano, who will be no less wroth than I am for 
the sake of his dear Margherita. wlio is Isabellas 
sister. And because Giulio, in his examination, con- 
fessed that other scurrilous verses of the same kind 
were about to be published, I bt^ Your Highness to 
inform Tebaldeo that, if he does not abstain from such 
actions, be vvHi soon feel ttic result of ofieiidiqg a 
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sister of Your Excellency and of the Duke of Ferrara^ 
as well as the wife of the Marquis of Mantua."^ 
Nov. 4, 15tS. 

Caixiinal d'Este. who was one of Tebaldeo's chief 
pAtroiv<i, does not seem to have token the matter vciy 
seriously, and the poet's indiscretion did not prevent 
him from enjoying the favour of Pope Leo X- and 
tlic friendship of Raphael and Castigtione, of Bembo 
and Bibbiena during many years to come- There 
were others besides Tcbaldeo who looked on Mario 
as a tirewnie pedurtt, and t)ie poet's salty probubly 
provoked more luizghter timu wruth among the Mar- 
chesa's friends in Rome. Even the gentle Duehess 
EUsabetta seems to have considered Isabella's anger 
somewtmt exees^sive, and used her gentle influence to 
soothe her sister-in-law's excited feeUogs. After con- 
doling with the Marchesa on her natural annoyance^ 
and saying that no blame could possibly attach to 
^fario or to Isabella, of whom she wa:* particularly 
fondr she went on: "I feel all your sorrows, you 
know, as if they were my owti, but really, in this 
case, the chief cause for regret seems to be the loss of 
so old and trusted a servant as Giulio. Mario's 
talents are too well known for envy to do him any 
harm, while Isabel!a*s goodness is manifest to all, and 
Uiis attack camtot sully her innocence- But who is 
there among us whose conduct is so perfect as to 
close the mouth of slanderers f Their usual habits 1 
have often noticed, Ls to attack those who are the 
most praiseworthy and estimable. So I beg Your 
Excellency to trouble yourself no more on the sub- 
ject, but to allow the wrong to recoil on the lieads of 

> V- CUn iu GhnL Si d. LcU. /t, viii. 
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those who invent these slanders, and who, in my 
judgment, are sufficiently punished by seeing how 
hateful they become in the eyes of bH virtuous and 
honest persons- I will only thank you once more for 
your loving words to me on this matter." ^ 

1 V. Cian in Giom, Sk d. LetL A, viiL 
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Invftvion of Lombardy hj tht Frcai^h — Their defeat b^ th« Swus 
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of the Mftrqufs — PapJil mlH^ucs Agftitiut Ferran — Vj«it of 
Rainiondo de Csirdi}na to Nfnnt^u — Journey of l&abelU to the 
Lagn di Gnrda — Her letters frmn Lotiato, Senniooe, and 
SiJ6— Trisaino presents his " Bitralti " to her— Portmit of the 
Marchess Introduced — Visit of l&abelU to Milan And Favia, 

The insecure nature of the young Duke of Milan's 
throne was soon shown. Hardly were the festivities 
in honour of his accession end<^d thnn Milan wa« 
attacked by a French army under Ln Tn5mouiIle 
and Triviilzio, and only saved by tlie timely arrival of 
a Swiss force, whidi defeated the invaders with great 
loss at Novara. The French beat a hurried retreat 
across tlit Alps, the Castello surrendered, and Maxi- 
milian SforEa was once more restored to power- But 
his weakness and incapacity, as well as the hea^'y taxes 
which he extorted fk>m his imfortunate subjects in 
order to pay the annual tribute demanded by his 
Swiss supporters, and gratify his own extravagant 
tastes, rendered his rule more and more unpopular. 
He began to took with unfounded suspicion on his 
younger brother Francesco* Duke of Ban, whose 
popularity with tlie Milanese had from the first 
excited his jealousy, and took every opportimity of 
keeping him aM-ay from courL^ In spite, however, 

1 Frato, <y». dk 
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of all his faults and follies Isabella seems to have 
bceo genuinely fond of her nephew, and at his earnest 
request she consented to pay him another short visit 
that autumn, and set out on her journey to Milan in 
September. Her first halt was at Gazzuolo, where 
her cousins, 3Iadonna Antonia's beautiful daughters, 
Susanna and Camilla, came out to meet her* and 
conducted her with everj" demonstration of respect 
and affection to the Rocca, Here she spent the 
evening very pleasantly, and Madonna CaniLlla first 
sang alone, accompanying herself on the viol '* with 
infinite graced and afterguards she and her sister both 
joined in duets. But when the Marchesa reached 
Casalmaggiore, she received such bad accounts of her 
husband":* health that she altered her plans and re- 
turned to Mantua.^ All tlirough the winter Fran- 
cesco Gonzaga was seriously ill^ while his subjects 
suffered se\'erely from the presence of the Gennan 
and Venetian troops who overran his territory in 
search of shelter and provisions. The news from 
Rome also caused Isa!>eUa some uneasiness. The 
Pope was known to entertain ambitious schemes for 
the advancement of Jiis family. Already, lus nephew 
I-orenzo— the son of Ficru dei Medici — was practi- 
cally despot of Florence, and King Ferdinand, it was 
openly said* had suggested that Giuliano should re- 
ceive the investiture of Ferrara. A visit M'liich tlie 
Viceroy of Naples and his Spanish suite paid to 
Mantua that Carnival, had not removed the Man^hesa's 
anxiety, and whether this was owing to the affair of 
Brognina or to political causes, Cardona had been 
unusually silent and taciturn. At the same time, 
the coJiUnued presence of the Spaniards in Lombardy 

1 A. Pcdrutuli ill Arch. SL Ltmh., 1890. 
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aroused the fears of the Marquis, who, instead of 
adding Peschiera to his dominions, was in constant 
dread of losing his omti pos^sessions on the Ri\nera of 
Garda. Under these circuni*itftnc»es, Isabella decided 
to take advantage of the first spring daj's to viKit her 
husband's <iubjects in these region.^, and lcf% Mantua 
with a train of ninety-three persons and eighty horses 
on the 15th of March, The letters which she wrote 
to the Marquis during this fortnight's absence give a 
charming picture of her journey along the beautiful 
lake, and show us that, at the age of forty, Isabellas 
delight in natural beauty was as fresh and spontaneous, 
and her enjojinent of all the little incidents of travel as 
keen as when she was a bride of sixteen. 

From Goito she wTote, on the evening of her 
arrival, sayiug how she had I)een received by the 
Casiellan of the Kocca, and afler visiting his new- 
born child, had enjoyed a walk in the green meadows 
on tlie banks of the Mincio- The next day she dined 
at the Hlla of Cavriana, one of her favourite summer 
residences, and went on ttie same afternoon to Lonato, 
from which her next letter was written, on the 17th 
of March- 

" I arrived here about six o^clock, haWng drivai 
over from Cavrians in a chariot, and felt broken to 
pieces by jolting over the stones I But after a good 
night's rest, 1 have recovered, and am quite well this 
morning, A troop of horse rode out to meet me at 
SoUerino, and further on 1 found one hundred foot 
soldiers and a number of children, with oUve branches 
and banners bearing our arms, shouting your name 
and mine. The city gates were hung with evergreens 
and banners, and at the Town House, where I am 
staying, 1 found many ladies waiting to receive mc. 



96 
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The chief citizens came this morning to pay me their 
respects, and express their regret that, owing to the 
time of year, tlicy were unable to receive mc with 
greater festivities. They defrayed all my expends in 
the ntost liberal manner, and are good Gonzageschi 
who will never fail you. You can see into their 
hearts ! I tell Your Excellency this, to confirm you 
in your good opinion of these loyal suhjects. This 
morning 1 went to the Church of the Annunciation, 
which helongs to the Brothers Minor, and is n quiet 
and pleasant spot. After dinner I visited the Rocca, 
which I will not describe, as I know you have been 
there, hut must tell you that I never saw a finer 
situation, and I made them tell me the names of all 
the countless town*^ which you can see from the top 
of the hill, to my great amufiement ! If you decide to 
build a villa there, you will he quite right, for it is the 
most delightful place in the world I All my com* 
panions say the air is perfect, aud Capilupi especially 
saj'S that his head and eyes and cars, which have lately 
given him so much pain, feel better than they have 
done for long. From the Rocca I went by the gate 
of Cittadclla, to the Church of S, I^cno, past the 
saw-mills, and enjoyed the sight of the clear stream 
and the >*ineyards and fields, whit^h are so well 
cultivated tliat tliey seem to be all guldens. I came 
back into thct*mn feeling the grcatcsi; satisfaction, and 
am sure, my dear Lord, if you could come and spend 
some days in thi<4 pure air, it would do you all the 
good in the world. To-morrow I dine at Maguzano 
with the venerable Fathers, and on Sunday hope tu 
sup at Sennione. I am ghid my letter pleased you, 
and am s^ill niore delighted to hear your new pills 
suit you. Pray let me know how tliey answer, and 



I 



BEAUT V OF SERMIONE 



97 



God grant they may do you lasting good ! I thank 
Your Excellency with all my heart for the good news 
you give me i^egnrding the safety of my brother the 
Duke, because T still felt nlarmed at the Viceroy's 
tacituiii manner. Now for a rtrjil miracle, witlioul 
which I cannot end this letter ! Yesterday, when 
the salute was fired in honour of our entry, a ball of 
lead passed right through the cloak, vest, and shirt 
of Zanino Mereschalchi^ without t(Hiching or hurting 
his arm or any part of hui body. I think this is a 
good augury, and shows that you will keep this city 
which you value so much."* 

The next two letters were wTitten from Sermione^ 
the classic promontory sung by Catullus in Koman 
days, Isabella was enchanted, as might be expected, 
with the beauty of the spot, and with the wide view 
over the blue lake and mountains from the aneient 
citudet built by the ScaUgeri princes in the fourteenth 
ceutury- 

" Yesterday," she wrote on the 19th^ "1 went 
to Maguzano, and dined in that charming place, 
where tlie good Fathers entertained me very kindly, 
and I .saw many Krie mountains on the way back. 
To-day I came to Sermione, where these poor people 
received me joyfully, and Girolamo Archano took 
rac over the Rocca and showed me tlic plan of the 
new lodgings which you think of building, and which 
will be very fine. Since you ask for my advice, I 
told Girolamo — merely to obey your wishes, since 
really nothing is wanting — to make another room in 
the tower, as he will tell you. I am nnre you are 
right to build a dwelling-house here, for this place 
is simply the most beautiful in the world. I went 

1 A. PedmiBali, t>p, eit. 
VOL II- G 
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THE ROCCA 



rotind the promontory in a boat, and see that the 
house will look very well from the lake, and mean 
to climb the hill to-morrow to consider the subject 
more closely. If I ever longed to sec Your Excel- 
lency restored to health, 1 do so now, in order that 
you -might be able to enjoy these delicious scenes. 
But your letter of to-day troubles me sadly, and 
makes me fear that the pills have not done you as 
much good as you had hoped. But you must not 
be disappointed at tlu?*, bccttu^c uiediciue does not 
act upon us as quickly as M-e expect; and now the 
fine weather is coming, 1 feel sure that, with careful 
diet, your health will soon improve, God grant this 1 
1 will not hide from you that I have taken bodQy 
posseiistoii of this place. For in descending the steps 
of the Uocca, which were wet after a httle shower 
of rain, my foot slipped and I fell three steps> without 
hurting myself in the lea-st, and only laiiglierf at the 
flowerj' speeches of the \'icar, who said that perhaps 
my fall was caused by my excessive admiration for the 
beauty of the view! Certainly the situation of the 
Rocea is splendid, but the rooms are so dark and 
small that 1 am obliged to lodge in the prie^l's house, 
where there is only one room in which I have to 
cat and sleep ; ho you must make haste and build 
some fine lodgings. One of my maidens has also 
taken possession of Lonato I for the mule which 
Livifl rode on the way from Maguzano ran away 
and she fell otF. one foot remaining in the stimip 
and the other in the air^ so that she made a most 
ridiculous figure, and if the others had not come 
to her help quickly^ she would have broken her 
neck. Thank God, she was not hurt 1 Travelling 
would be very dull if such absurd accidents did not 
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sometimes happen ! My hearfAohe and sore throat 
are nearly gone. I Hope to enjoy this lovely spot 
to-morrow, and Your Excellency may be sure that I 
sihall be happy, and I thank you ugain for allowing 
me to come here, and for sending me good accounts 
of Federico and the other children." 

*'To resume my tale," tlic Marchesa continued 
two days later : " Yesterday I climbed the hill to 
see the Roman ruins, and entered the grottoes t^ 
exAminc them tlioroughly. They are truly marvel- 
lous, especially to siomc one like myself who ha?» not 
seen Rome, and T do not wonder that the Roman:* 
loved this place and chose it for their pleasure-houses, 
because it is most lieautiful and worthy of noble 
villas. If God gives Your Excellency health, and 
we are able t^ come back together and «^njoy these 
places in peace, we ought to build a Casiiio, not 
for the fame of the State, but for pleasure and de- 
lightful conversation, I spent all day on foot or 
horseback, contemplating the ruins or the view. 
To-day I have been to Peschiera, stopping to visit 
the sanctuary of the M&donna of the Ash-trees, who 
to work so many miracles. I saw many 
fi and e.v votes, and the beginnings of a fine 
church, in which I prayed earnestly for Your Ex- 
cellency's health, Afteru'ards I rude tlirougb tlie 
town and found the Ca-stellan, a Spanish captain^ 
who courteously took me into the Rocca, where, 
seeing that he had only twelve or fifteen men of 
small stature, I and my ladies could easily have 
taken him and bis troop*: prisoners, and made myself 
mistress of the place, without much blasphemy on 
the part of tl>e King of France or the Emperor^ 
since the Spaniards hold it unjustly I The situation 
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of Loimto, I repeat, is fine, that of Sennione is finer, 
but that of Peschiera is the finest of all. And so 
we inu-st do our utmost to recov^er the ptace> I 
confess that I returned to Sermione in a fit of bad 
temper, which is not yet over, thinking of the great 
wrong which has been done us, and seeing how 
useless the place is to the Catholic king, and how 
plensant and useful it would be to us. But 1 will 
sjiy no more about this now. To-morrow I shall 
visit the island of the Friars Blinor, and go on to 
sleep at SalA, That Spanish Governor told rae that 
I could easily find rooms there, and courteously 
invited me to visit the place. Afterguards, I shall 
return along this shore, while the weather is fine, 
although it is too early to find anything to enjoy 
here, excepting the pure air, I would have sent 
you some fish, hut know you do nut eat it. nor any 
fruit, and indeed very little fish has been caught, 
and since I hare been here I have not seen a single 
sardine. They say that the air is too clear ajid tlie 
winds are in tlie wrong quarter." 

The next day Isabella rowed across to the little 
island and saw the ancient church, built by St. 
Francis on the ruins of a temple of Jupiter, and 
crossed over to the picturesque Riviera, where the 
tall church and roofs of Sale nestle among orange 
and lemon groves, at the foot of Jlonte Pennino. 
On the 2drd, she gave the Marquis her usual account 
of her doings :— 

•* Yesterday, as I told you, 1 went to the Isota 
dH Fratu The place and situation are both fine, 
but badly supplied with fruit and delicacies — how 
could it be otherwise? The Friars welcomed me 
waimly, and the captain of Sal6, GugUelmo di 
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CflStiglio, a chamberlain and creature of the Viceroy, 
caiiic there to meet me with tiiim}' followers and 
boats, and made me veiy courteous otters of service. 
I took him and another Spanish officer in my b<»at, 
and his ovm followed, with more than twenty-five 
others, all hea\'ily bulen. There was much beating 
of drums, and blowing of trumpets, and prolonged 
fihoutH of T7i?Tof Gonzaga/ IsfAelkt! They es- 
corted mc to Sal6, and I rowed along under the 
shore to see the view, which is most beautiftJ. I 
landed at the Town-house, where the captain and 
a great crowd of people luid already assembled, so 
much so, indeed, that I felt quite bewildered. All 
the citizeiu welcomed me with acclamation, and both 
in the hall of the Town-house and under a loggia on 
tlic shore of the lake were tahlefi laden with baskets 
of apples, pears, fresh grapes, boxes of sweetmeats, 
mai-zipane, wax. conjctti^ and dishes of evcrj' kind 
of fish, ID large quantities. The chief citizens made 
me long and fine speeches, and I replied with many 
compliments on behjilf of Vour Excellency, in whose 
name tliese honours were paid me^ and perhaps some 
day wc may find it useful to have them for our 
friends. After I reached my rooms, the captain, 
who had taken leave of me at the door, sent mc a 
fine present of tisli, apples, and fresh grapes. I did 
not remember him, but he says that he came to 
Mantua with the Viceroy, and again with Celindo 
(the \'iccroy'^ chamberlain) to arrange Brognina's 
affair* and he was verj" courteous and pleasant. To- 
day I am staying here to see the place, and visit 
the con^■ents of friars and sisters. To-morrow I 
shall drive to Grignano to see Tusciilano and the 
other gardens, and if it is fine return by water. 
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Saturday being the Feast of the ADnunciation^ I 
shall attend divine ser\'iee with these sisters. On 
Sunday I mean to row across the lake and sleep 
at Laciso, to sec t)ie other shore, and on Monday I 
shall go to Peschiera, and so retuni to Mantua. I 
will say no more, only that each time 1 see another 
lovely spot, 1 wish most earnestly that you may be 
restored to health and come here with me. 

"P.*y, — I have found nothing on this Riviera 
likely to please you. excepting some young kids, of 
which 1 send you four, hoping you will enjoy them 
for my sake. We shall eat the fish, as so few have 
been caught. Tlie men of Sermione will take the 
kids alive to Mantua," 

It was at Sal6, on this sunny Lttdy-day, that 
Isabella received the gift of Giangiorgio Trissino's 
new volume of RUraffi, or Portraits of the Ladies of 
Italy, ill which he pays her a splendid tribute.' This 
learned Vicenza poet, the intimate friend of Bembo» 
and the foremost humanist of the day. first met the 
Marchesa at Milan in 1507* and received much kmd- 
nes5 from her when he was driven from his native 
city by the cruel wars tliat ravaged Venetia. 

During these long years of exile, lie often sought 
shelter at Alantua, and Isabella recommended him 
alike to Cardinal Gurk and to her brother and friends 
in Rome. Trissino was deeply attached to Marghcrita 
Pia^ the sister of Emilia Pia and of Alda, the mother 
of Veronica Cambaru^ and after the death of her first 
hu!>hand, Antonio di Sanjscverino, wooed tills eliarm- 
ing lady during many years. But although she was 
sincerely attached to Trissino, and called herself a 
Marghaita mj'clicisdma in his aljscnce, she refused to 
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marry again, and ended her days in a convent at 
Carpi. Th*? poet had another patron in Isabellas 
devoted friend, Mai^herita Cnnteltna, the widowed 
Duchess of Sora, who had accompanied her on this 
uci'^asion to Gania, As they travelled along the 
shores of the f:ur lake, ^larghehta told the Maichesa 
of the new book which the Vicentine poet had com- 
posed — a symposium in the style of Castiglione's 
CortigiartQ on the &ir women of ancient and modern 
times. The scene is laid in the Cantelma Palace at 
Ferrara, and one of the spcakerSj Vincenzo Magri, 
after enumerating the l>eauties of Milan and Ferrara, 
Floi-ence aiid Vicenza, paints a glowing picture of an 
unknown lady whom he saw descend from !ier chariot 
in the streets of Milan and go into the Duomo with 
a prayer-book open in her hand. " Neither Man- 
t^na, nor Vinci, nor yet Apelles could ever do her 
justice. Petrarch ha-s best described her in his lines: 
Unti Donmi jriu helln axmt cke'l mte. So she dawned 
upon my eyes, a lady more radiant tlian the sun, with 
golden hair falling on her shoulders, loosely caught up 
in a tan-cok)ured silk net, with knots of tine gold, 
through which her locks shone like bright rays of 
liglit ; a sparkling ruby and large pearl glittered on 
her forehead, a ro|>c of pcarh hung from her neck to 
her waist, her black velvet robe was embroidered in 
gold — in short, everything she wore was the work of 
the finest craftsmen," Here the ^cond speaker, who 
is no less a personage than Fietro Bemlio, Uie prince 
of humanists breaks in : ** Say no nK>re I I know the 
lady of whom you speak — Madonnji, the Marchesa of 
Mantova, who is honoured and loved by the whole 
world- But you have only seen her once, while I 
have often spoken witli her, and can tell of her 
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svwtncNS «id goodness, and virtues, which are fw 

br)A>nd the adcirnmg of gold ami jewek I have 

hrtiM her voice, which, in the words of Petrarch, is a 

thu\g vhiarti^ wave, migelicfi. e dwina. It would have 

olianiied Orpheus and Amphion themselves by it« 

eutrwiring sweetness. , , . And ifyou had once heard 

her sing to the lute you would, like the Sirens, forget 

home and country to follow its enchanted melody. 

. . . Truly, God has given her all the gifts of all the 

Muses, all the treasmes of Castaly and Parnassus ; 

but, above all, she ioves poetry, avS is meet for a prin- 

cess who reigns over the land of VirgiL" After this, 

he goes on to praise the beauty of licr lionie, its fair 

and stately fabric adorned with superb hangings, the 

chju-niing little rooms full of rare books and beautiful 

pictures, of antique and modern sculpture, of cameos, 

medals, and gems, and ends by declaring her worthy 

to rank with the wisest women of ancient Hellas, 

with \ausicaa and Sappho and Corinna, with Penelope 

and Alccstis-^ 

Isabellas curiosity was uaturiUly much excited 
when slie heard from her friend's Ups of Trissino's 
work, and Mai^herita wrote to desire the poet to send 
it to her without delay. So the precious manuscript, 
richly hound and accompanied by a letter and dcdi- 
catoi-}^ epistle in verse, i-eached the Marchesa at Sal6 
on the Feast of the Annunciation, and she ac^ 
knowledged the gift in a grateful letter written on 
the same day ; — 

" Mfif^niftco Afftiat, — Your letter, verses, and httle 
book could not have found us in a fairer and more 
appropriate spot than this Ki\iera di (varda, where we 
now are, able to give ourselves wholly to poetry and 
' G. TH»lDD, Mratii. 
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meditation. W^e accept them gUdly, both as your 
composition, and, in our opinion, most elegant and 
ingenious, although indeed your praises of us far 
exceed the truth. But, as the conunon pmvcrb say^ 
'If you do not s|>eak the truth, none tJie less your 
words please mc/ »nd we shuU t^ount them dear as 
coming from so learned and noble a writer, and will 
not publish the secret of their authorship to others^ 
since this w your wish, as it is also our own. We 
should like you to alter some particulars in the de- 
scription of our person, which wc wUl point out when 
we meet. We wish that you could have brought 
the book to us yourself, because we are exceedingly 
anxious to see you and enjoy your rouipany before 
you go to Rome, but the coming of the Spaniards to 
Mantua for the Carnival, and our journey to tliis lake, 
prevented us from sending you an invitation, while 
preparations for your visit to Rome hindered you 
fh>m coming to sec u& But another time wc will 
take care that your pleasure shall be ours, and your 
convenience agreeable to us. We wish you a good 
journey, and if we can in ajiy way oblige you, do not 
scruple to ask our gocKl offices which will be alwaj's 
at your disposal. We do not now send ymi anytliing 
in return for your beautiful book, having notluiig 
worthy of you, but Your Magnificence knows that 
the heart feels more than the tongue can speak, and 
later on we shall hope to thank you in person. Mean- 
while, you will hear of us more fully from Signora 
Blargherita Cantehna, and since we do not know how 
your aflairs at \'icenza are prospering^ you must tell 
us if we am help you, and may always depend on our 
good will. Jicw txi/vur^ Sal6, 25th March 1514, 

■ A. PcdruioU^ vjkdl,; B. Monolin, pp. ck. 
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On the same evening. Isabella sent her husband 
the following lively letter, in which politics andgmve 
question:^ of state nre mingled with amusing accounts 
of her own experiences and adventures ; — 

" Your Excellency acts like a prudent doctor, and 
gives me pink sugar to take away the bitter taste of 
your medicine ! If my stomach was upset l)y the last 
news you sent me» your letter of yesterday has quite 
settled it again. 1 am truly glad to hear that the 
Duke of Milan's affairs arc in a less dangerous con- 
dition than you feared, and that those of my lirother 
the Duke have come safely into port, and also that 
the Pope appears to be so well-disposed towards our 
own State. I thank Your Excellency exceedingly, 
and Idss your hand and lips for sending me all this 
good news, which will make me enjoy this beautiful 
land more than ever, thanks to your goodness and 
kindness. Yesterday I was at Grignano, where the 
inhabitants entertained me with gitts of fish and 
pomegranates, and also with a long Italian oration 
delivered by a tiresome pedant in the most ornate 
language- Nor let Your Signory imagine that this 
was the first, although it ccrtsiinly was the most 
wonderful, to which I Irnve had to listen. At 
Lonato, I heard three: two in Italian, spoken by the 
citizens, and one in Latin* delivered by a child of 
seven ! At Sennione, two more from the Sindaco of 
the Commune, and a third from the Vicar. Here at 
Salft, two of medium excellence — neither too exqui^te 
nor yet too vulgar — ^but more useful, since they were 
accompanied by a fine present, as I told Ynur Ex- 
cellency. All along this Riviera they receive me 
with royal honours, as &Ma*jnijica Signora! I spent 
to*day visiting churches and convents, and attended 
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hifch mass at the chief church, wliich is much finer 
than any of ours in Matitua, and has a large colieg<r 
of prie5its and singers. This U really a delightful 
place, and I do not wonder that Rouen {Cardinal 
d'Aiubojse) appropriate it io lii^ uwn use. and that 
Gurk, out of rivaliy, tried to acquire it for himself I 
1 have enjoyed the lovely scenery and fine air of all 
tliese places extremely, and the wcatJicr has been very 
kind to me. but all the more delicate fruit trees have 
been killed by the severity of the two last winters. I 
fill the sheet with these trifles, because I hare nothing 
better to say ! To-morrow we go back to Sermioue, 
and have given up Laciso, because the accontmodation 
is too bad- Then we shall return to Mantua, where 
I trust I may find Your Excellency in belter health 
than when you HTote last, its I still hope that this 
spring weather may do you good. And may God 
have mercy on you I " 

The next day Isabella rowed back across the 
lake to Sermione. since it was impossible to find 
lodgings for so large a suite in the villages on the 
eastern side of the lake, at the foot of >tonte fialdo. 
From here she wrote a last letter to her husband : — 

** I read your letter of yesterday^ in reply to miner 
with great pleasure, since yon speak of some improve 
ment in yotu- health, and hope, now that the spring 
ha& come and you can take change of air. you will go 
on impro^Tng steadily. This afternoon I came here, 
and have been more enthusiasiicallv welcomed than 
ever by the poor people, who came out in their boats 
and small crafl»f hung with laurels, to meet me, and 
greeted me with much shouting and ringing of bells. 
Certainly these poor fellows show great affection for 
Your Excellency. If 1 had allowed it, they would 
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have entertainefl me entirely at their own expense. 
The governor of the Commune accompftnied me to 
Salt) with two boats, and kept them there for the use 
of my household, and now tliey have made me a fresh 
present of Hsh. I tell Your Excellency this, to show 
you how loving and faithful they are. To-day has 
not been without its event, for this evening my page, 
Rodolfo, waii ftlwjut to jump from the bridge of the 
Ro<Tca to tlic drawbridge, when a wooden post sud- 
denly gave way and he fell into the moat. Luckily 
I saw him fall, and had a pole thrown down, by which 
he kept himself from sinking till a rope could be let 
down to draw hun up. and this prompt help, together 
with his own ngtlity. saved \w life. He was not In 
the least hurt, but it was fortunate I wa» near the 
bridge, or perhaps no one would have seen him 
falL To-morrow I spend here, Tuesday we go to 
Goito, and on Wednesday liope to be back at 
Mantua.'' 

Isabella had not been at home many weeks before 
premising invitations reached her from her nephew 
Maximilian, who decloi-ed if she did not come this 
time, he would appear at Mantua with his Swiss 
troops, and carry her off by force. At length, she 
obtained her husband's leave to pay him her long- 
deferred visit, and in the early summer daj^ she set 
out for Milan with a great train of ladies and courtiers. 
The whole city turned out to meet her, and greeted 
her with enthusiastic acclamations as she rode up 
through the gutc^ where the More and IJcatricc had 
often welcomed her into the Cas^ello of the Sforzas. 
Here the Duke entertained her as before with a round 
of festi\'ities, and took her with him to Pa^ia, which 
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she had not seen since those brilliant days of <^d. It 
was for the last time ; Maximilian's throne was 
already tottering to its fallf and before the year was 
over he had been driven into exile, and the victor 
of Marignano was reigning in his stead. 
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1514~1516 

lutbellii's I'iiiit to Rome — Her rccejvtiun bj CArdiii«l Bibbicaa Aud 
GiuLlAtio dci Mcdld — F^tca in her honour — Rcprc^cnUtiofi 
of " La CaloJiilriA" in the Vatican — Her visit to Naples — 
Leo X- kcepc her in Rome for the carmv«l^Her return to 
Mantua MTuI r^gretfi for RoiTie^Francin 1. attacks Milat^^ 
VMoTj of MoHgnann — Abdication of ^fA1^iml1U^ Sforw^ 
Fcdciico GonzAgA At the French Court — Drnth of GhiliAno — 
Conqtiet^t of Urbino by Loreuxo dei Medici — Flight of the 
Duke aitd Duchesses to M«Dtua. 

In tlie autumn of 15U» one of Isatjella's most cherished 
and loiig-fletaytd wishes was at tengtli fulfilled, and 
for the first time in her life she went to Rome, Since 
the accesfkion of Leo X. -ihe had received pressing 
inviluliuiis from her friends, Cardiiml Bibbiena and 
Pietro Uentbo, but had been compelled to defer her 
visit owing to Francesco's ill-health. During that 
summer, however, his condition showed some signs 
of improvement, while the akrniing rumours which 
came from Rome of the Pope's designs against 
Ferrara and IJrbino increased Isabella's anxiety to 
cultivate the PontifTs friendship. Accordingly she 
started for R**ine early in October, and was met at 
Bolsena by (liuUano dei Medici, Cardinal Bibbiena, 
and rUnico Arctino. Since his brother Pietro 
Accolti's elevation to the Cardinalate, the vanity of 
this popular improvisntore knew no bounds. He 
spoke openly of tliat pi-elate as the next Pope, and 
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announced that he himself would not be satisfied 
with anytliing short of the crowTi of Naples and the 
hand of the widowed Duchess. On this occaHion he 
declared that he held a papal bull empowering him 
to act as commissioner in bringing the Marchesa 
to Rome ; upon which Bibbiena and Giuliano en- 
deavoured to mystify him by pointing out first one 
lady of Isabella's suite, then another, as the Marcheiia, 
until he was about to give up the search in despair. 
When at leiigtfi he discovered the trick which his 
companions had played upon him, he broke into & 
furiouit paMsion, and hih rage excited ttie merriment of 
the whole company. 

On tlic 18th of Ottoljer, Isabella entered Rome, 
aind received the most cordia! welcome fi'om Pope 
1^0 and all the member of the Sacred College. 
During the next six weeks her time was spent in 
visiting the remains of ancient Rome and the wonders 
of tlic Vatic-an. She saw with her owu eyes llie 
statues of which she had heard so much from 
Cristoforo Romano and Bembo and her own son 
Federico, and reaUsed all that Castiglione and 
Bibbiena had said of the sublime greatness of Miciiel 
Angelo's creations and of the surpassing grace 
and perfection of RaphacFs art. She climbed the 
Capitol with the thought of Mant^^a's Triumphs 
in her heart, and looked down from the Loggia of 
the Belvedere on the purple plains of the Cam- 
pagna and the Alban Hills. She knelt with deep 
devotion at tlie shrine of the Prince of the Apostles, 
and walked in A ngelo Colooci's famous gardens 
on the slopes of the Pincio and Quirinal, attended 
by the foremost scholars of the day- Bcmbo and 
Bibbiena, Sadolcto and Castiglione were the com- 



118 



CHTGI AND RAPHAEL 



panions of her daily walks and rides in the Eternal 
City- The learned Hhmrinn of the Vatican^ Tonnmaso 
Ingliimmi, the Phwdrus of the humanii^ts, Hecame 
one of the Marclie^a s greatest admirer*, while Colocci 
discussed Provencal poetry willi her, and asked her to 
accept a copy of his rare book on the Limousin poets. 
Chi^ entertained her at magnificent feasts in his new 
villa, where the costliest wines and rarest delicacies 
were served on the most exquisitely wrought gold 
and silver plate, In halls adorned by the firrit painters 
of the day. There Isabella saw Raphaers beaiitiiijl 
fresco of the milk-white Gaiatea driving her chariot 
on the waves, which was the wonder ami delight of all 
the humanists iu Rome and Urbino. And Itaphael 
himself was in all likelihood the Marchesas guide 
among the excavations^ and showed her the Avonder- 
ful pointings and stuccoes which had Ijeen ktely 
brought to light in the Batlis of Titus and the Golden 
House of Nero. Isabella certaiiJy met the great 
master, who was then at the height of his fame and 
had recently been appointed architect of St. Peter's 
by the Tope. And as he talked witli her of the old 
days of Urbitio, of bis father, who had painted her 
portrait, and of his first patrons, the good Duke and 
Duchess, she begged him witli u chantiing smile 
to pauit a little Madonna for her whenever he had 
a few spare moments. Of course Raphael, who was 
a gentikzza sfessa, promised gladly, and then went 
back to his frescoes and buildings and his plans of 
ancient Rome, and forgot all about the Marehesa 
and her picture. 

Cardinals and princes vied with each other in 
doing their illustrious guest honour, and entertained 
her at sumptuous banquets or dainty little suppers, 
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where tlie Arctinc recited his latest verses and the 
Po|ie'-s pet buffoon, Fra Mariano, indulged in those 
mad freaks that nfTorded His Holiness such infinite 
amusement and made his guests laugh till the tears 
run dowTi their cheeks. But the most niemorahle of 
all the entertainments that were given in Isabella's 
honour was the I'epi'esentation of Cardinal Bibhiena's 
f** Calandria *' before the Pope in the Vatican.' This 
comedy had heen aHed for the first time at Urhino 
on the Gth of l-ebruary 15 18, under the direction of 
Ca:stighonc, who himself described the performance in 
a well-known letter to Cardinal Ltidovico di Canossa, 
The play, an evident imitation of the *' Mcnicchmi " 
of Plautus. deals witli the ridiculous adventures of a 
twin hrother and sister, whose love intrigue*; and 
niistake^i afford plenty of material for that broad faroe 
in which the Cardinal's contemporaries took unfailing 
delight On this occasion the scenery was painted 
by the Siena master, Baldassarre Penizyi, and was of 
tlie most elaborate kind. Vasari expatiates on the 
beauty and variety of the spectacle, on the streets, 
palaces, temples, loggias, and piazzas, all in admirable 
perspective, that were cle\*erly introduced into this 
limitetl spncCi in sitch a marmer as to give the 
impression of a city of great size and extent. The 
interludes of ballets and tableaux, transformation 
iKrenes and allegorical representations were planned 
on the most gorgeous scale, and the music of flutes 
and riols and sweet voices of the singers were blended 
exquisitely with the melodies of the Pope's new organ, 
that splendid instrument which hjid heen recently 
made fur luni and bmught to Rome by Lorenzo da 
Pavia- 
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Towards the end of November, Isabella p«d a 
visit to Naples, and saw the stately palaces uiid de- 
licious gardens of Uiat fair city where her grandfuUier, 
uncles, and cousin had reigned in turn, and which 
was now the home of the Spanish Viceroy. Tlie 
only member of her mother's family whom she found 
here was her old fnc>nd and cousin, Isabella of 
Aragon. the widowecJ Ouchess of Milan, with her sole 
surviving daughter, Uona Sforza. It was probably 
owing tu Isabella d'Esle's intervention tliat lliis 
young pnncess was betrothed about this time to 
her eou^in, Maximilian, the young Duke of Milan. 
But this proiK)sed uniont which gave her motlier 
unfeigne*! joy, never took place, and three years after 
Maximilian's exile> Bona married the King of Poland, 
and went to live at Cracow. This youthful princess 
always retained aii affectionate remembrance of the 
Marcbesa, and in \522, wrote to thank Isabella for 
sending her the ?>peciincm of latent Milanese hncry 
and Mantuan news, addressing lier as "tlic fount 
and origin of all the beautiful fashions in Italy," ^ 

In spite of these altered conditions Isabella greatly 
enjoyed the weeks wbich she spent at Naples, and 
was f&tcd alike by Neapolitan princes and Spanish 
grandees. In the following short letter to her 
beloved t'ederico she briefly alludes to some of the 
gaieties with which her days are filled : — 

" To my dearest anil eldest son Federico. Your 
letter of the *2*2x\d gave me great pleasure. 1 am 
glad to see tliat your generous spirit yields to none 
in point of courtesy, and that you follow your illus- 
trious father's example by being splendid and liberal. 
I can only exhort you to persevere in the same 

I Lu«io in Arch, Si. Lomb., IQOl, p. 171. 



I 




COLONNA AND PESCAllA 



115 



course, which will be to us a source of continual 
joy. For an account of our ainu*iements here, I 
must refer you to Benedetto Capilupi's letter, in 
which all my doings are fully descnbed. To-day I 
have made him give an account of the banquet 
tlial yvixs given us by the Count of Cliiaruiiionte. 
son of the l*rince of Bisignano. We wished you 
could have been present to see how gallantly he 
entertained me, and realise how 6nc a thinfi; it is 
to serve ladies and Ije able to turn your hand to 
everything at the right time. Keep well, and 
embrace your brothers and sisters for me." ' Naples, 
Xovcmbcr 8, 1514, 

Among the nobles by whom the Marohesa was 
splendidly entertained Mere Fabrizio Colonna, who 
had not forgotten the generous tieatment shown 
liim by jVlfonso d'Este after the battle of Ravenna, 
and his daughter \ittorias husband, the Miu^hese 
di l*escara. 't'his brilliant young soldier had re- 
peatedly visited his wlfc!^ relatives at Mantua, and 
had received great kindness from Isabella. More 
than this» he was deeply enamoured of her charming 
maid-oMionour, Delia, whom he had lately met at 
Milan, and who was now at Naples with her mistreis. 
This attaehmeiit. which Pescarai's noble and de- 
voted wife seems never to have suspected, proved 
more lu<>ting than must /iaiJtun,t uf the kind. The 
Marquis kept up an active correspondence with 
Deha, and sent her love letters of the most paisionatc 
nature. In February 1522, when he was lying 
wounded in the Kocchctta at Milan* he wrote 
to Mario Equicola praying to l*e commemled 
to tlic Marchesa, who*>c hand he longs to kiss. 
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and adds: ''Of Delia I dai-e say nothing, since I 
have seri'ed her so long." Agnin in May he speaks 
of her in a letter from Naples, suying ; " God grant 
that I may sec her once more before 1 die." ' 
If Vittoria ever became aware of the Marchese's 
passion for Isabella's fair maid - of - honour, the 
knowledge certainly never altered her love for her 
husband, to whom she remained absolutely devoted, 
and wliose premature death in 1525, slie mourned 
with the truest and most enduring sorrow, 

Mcanwliile tlie Marchesn's return was eagerly 
awaited in Rome, where, by the Pope's orders, a 
series of new comedies was prepared for her annise- 
ment, one of them l>eing the "Andria*' of Terence, 
which had been twice performed at Mantua in 
1513- Hut it scem<i doubtftd if tlie idea of re- 
peating the *'Calandria/* to which Agostino Gonzagu 
alludes in a letter of the 15th of December, was 
carried out By the Pope's command. Pietro 
KcmiK) wrote to the Marquis of Mantua in January, 
begging him to allow the Marchioness to remain 
at Rome for the carnival fOtes, a request which 
Francesco felt himself unable to refuse. His Holi- 
ness had hU way, and all the Cardinals rejoiced. 
" Here," wrote I'ictro Bembo, " wc have had the 
gayest of camirals thanks to the presence of the 
Signora MaiThesana-" ' Isabella's MK-iety, as the 
Pope and his pleasure - lovinjj Cardinals declared, 
supplied the one element that was lacking at the 
papal court. '* All Home," wmte Cardinal Bib- 
bicna to Giuliano dei Medici, who had gone to 
France to wed a princess of Savoy — "all Home 

» /-fWrrf, ill. 47, 
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says that nothing h wanting here but a Madonnii 
to hold a court." The wwhling, which had been 
delayed by the death of Louis XIL on the 1st of 
Januar)", was solemnised in Februar>% and the Pope 
was anxious that Isabella should remain in Rome 
to assist at the festivities in honour of the ncwly- 
niarricd pair- Bui her sick liusband was gi'owing 
restless and impatient at his wife's prolonged absence, 
and as soon as t]ie carnival fetes were over, the 
Marchcsa t<3re herself rductaiitly away from Home 
and turned homewards. On tlie way slie spent a 
few days at Siena, where Cardinal Petrucci gave a 
(He by torch-light on the Piazza S. Giovanni* and 
Isabella looked on from the balcony of the Borghese 
palace. After this she ti-avelled by rapid stages to 
Ferrara, and reached Mantua on tin: 18th of March. 
That evening she wn^tc a letter full of regrets and 
aflTeetionate messagtvs t« IJihhiena: — 

*' I am here in Mantua, but all my heart i^ in 
Rome. At least 1 can feci tliat T have obeyed 
and satisfied my husband. But only think how 
different these little rooms and the life I lead here 
arc from the Vatican halls and the life which I led in 
Rome ! My body, as I repeat, is here, but my soul 
k there I In f^pirit I am still taking walks with 
you, enjoying your conversation and that of the 
other Lord CardinuU, and kissing the feet of His 
tlolincTiS. With Huch fund iniagiiuitiun:*i I tr)' and 
deceive myself, and spend the time svith less ennui, 
while I await an occasion to serve ^'onr Most 
Reverend Highness, in return or at least in recog- 
nition of tlie infinite ohiigationii which your kindness 
has laid upon me-"* 

' Lmu> t Renter, Mautoi^a c Vr^ma, p. lib. 
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Many were the gifts which she sent to Bembo 
and Bibbieiia during the next few montJis — 
dishes of sahnon*trout from Garda, and boxes 
of the rare perfumes which excited the envy 
of all Bembo's friends. But the most sin^tar 
present, and one of those which tliesc luxuriou?i 
Mun^ignori appret*iate<l tlie most, was a quilt of 
choice feathers and richly embroidered satin, which 
the Marchesa sent to Cardinal Bibbiena that 
autumn* In December, Bembo wrote begging her, 
as she loved lier old friend, to give him a similar 
quilt, that he may enjoy the same refreshing slumber 
and dream the »amc happy dreams. To this vaducd 
gift tJie Cardinal alludes in a lung and intimate 
letter, which shows that Isabella ii;id not neglected 
any opjjortunities of pleading her Iirt>ther5 cause 
and advancing tlie interests of her husbands State 
during the gny Carnival that she spent in Rome* 
In the course of tiiis letter, which was written from 
Florence when in the following spring he accompanied 
Leo X, to his imtive city, Bibbiena Jiays: — 

"Your Excellency, in her kind and courteous 
letter, tells me that she has so much idle time on 
her hands that she Ls ready to make a present of 
it to the first comer, which seems a difficult thing to 
believe^ knowing as I do that even if you had no 
other occupation than your own wise and charming 
thoughts, you could never be idle- In truth, like 
tliat old Roman (M'as it Scipiof) who was never less 
alone than when alone, Vour Excellency may say 
you are never idle when you are most idle. I showed 
your letter to His Holiness, who read it ver>' gladly, 
and with more praises of you than I can po«isibly 
express, saying that the affairs of your brotlier, tlic 
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Duke, were alrca<!y arranged according to your de- 
sire, and could not be altered. Towards this happy 
I settlement Hi** Haline.s<i wak from the first so 
naturally inclined that there has been little need 
of my intcrvcntionp But I will not deny that^ 
bcside^ his pcrwiial inclination^ the great rtrspect 
and affection with which His Holiness regards Your 
Excellency has considerably helped to bring about 
this fortunate result. I will obey Your Excellency 
witli regard to what you mentioned to me in Ronje, 
and wnti not breathe a syllable to any one, but watt 
tintil you think tJic right rnomctit ha^ come. As 
for your illustrious M>n, I really believe lie will 
turn out as well a** you desire, thanks to your 
prudence and loving exliortationn and to his own 
excellent nature. I am delighted to hear of Your 
Excellency's high credit and favour with your illus- 
trious husband, which nui^t give you the greatest 
satisfaction. I rejoice greatly over tliis, but beg 
you uut to make too large demands un his 
favour. lest you should some day live to repent of 
it. I am also very glad to hear the said Signore 
your husband is better, and pray that God may 
restore him nomplcteiy to In^alth, v> that Your Kx* 
ccllency may be tlie l>etter able to enjoy his affe<^tion. 
The fcatlier quilt which Your Excellency sent me 
eould not be more acceptable than it is, both on 
account of its rare delicacy and beauty, and still 
more because it comes from you. Certainly I have 
never slept better in my life, and I should not forswear 
myself were I to s"wear to Your Excellency that not 
a single night passes in which I do not remejnl>cr 
you! His llotiucvs hopc^ that you will send him the 
one of which you speak in your letter, and ruUly 
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likes the idea of the gift extremely, so that Your 
ExccUcncy may safely have it inadc and sent to 
Koine at once. The faet is, you may, I assure 
you, treat His Holiness with as much friendliness as 
you would Monsignore 3'our brotlier, since it is cer- 
t«i!i you are as dear to him as a sister or daughter. 
And you need never be afraid of tiring me with 
yoiu" letters, wliich are so delightful that, if I 
were not the most discreet of persons, I should 
Ik^ you tu let ine heai' from you every day ! 
But since you write to me w'ith your o^vn hand, I 
will not venture on such a request — not that 1 do 
not wish for your letters greatly, but that I fear to 
tire Your Excellency- Isabellas messages give me 
supreme satii^faotion, «iince I have always loved and 
shall love Isabella more than myself, whether or not 
she herself loves Mario ! " ' 

When the Marchesa received this witty letter the 
joys of her visit to Uoinc alrauly lay far behind Iicr, 
The year which began so gaily had brought hea\7 sor- 
rows and anxieties in its train, and it needed all her 
foresight and prudence to cope with tlie difficulties in 
her way. The acccs?iion of a young and martial king 
to iJie throne of France had worked a complete revo- 
lution in Italian affairs, and the disastrous defeat of 
the Swiss at Marignano had sealed the doom of tlie 
luckless ^Maximilian Sforza- On the 4th of October 
1515, be surrendered the Castcllo. and abdicated his 
throne in favour of Francis L, who allowed him to 
live in France on a comfortable peusion. The event 
can hardly have surprised Uie Marchesa, wlio by tins 
time can liave had no illusions as to her nephew's 
weakness and incapacity ; but she still retained a 
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kindly feeling for the unfortunate youth, and from 
his exile at Ambolse he sent her a letter by the 
hand of his Master of the Horse assuring her of his 
welfare and unalterable alTection, and calling her his 
second mother. *' I am uetl, thank God, and &s 
happy as my friends can wish to see me, and thought 1 
would inform Your Excellency of this, since, knowing 
that you love me as you do^ this vnll give you {Je&sura 
—Your obedient nephew and son, Maxuiiliax/'* 
October 6, 1516, 

Isabella's chief anxiety tiuw wa^ to maker friends 
with the vielor, and to setrure the fa\our of Francis L 
With this intention she decided to send her son, 
Federico^ to do honuigc to the young king in his 
fattiers steatl, iind win that monan-h s favour by his 
personal chnnn sind engaging maiuien;. The three 
years which Fedcrico hud spent ut tlic court of 
Julius II. had nut been lhix>wn awav< If his Hunmn 
experiences can hardly be said to have exerted a 
beneficial effect on his morals, they had made him 
a finiiihed courtier, graceful and attractive in person, 
quick and re»dy of speech, jls well as wi,sc and cautious 
beyond his years. Since his return he had pursued 
his studies during two years and a half in the clmrge 
of his excellent tutor, Vigilio. under the eye of his 
careful mother. Amid all the attractions and excite- 
ments of Rome. Isiibella never forgot the boy whose 
welfare hiy so near her heart, and recei^'ed constant 
reports of his progress from good Messer Francesco, 

" During Your llighncss's absence.'' he writes on 
the 5th of February 1515, "your sou, my master 
Sigiior Fedcrico, has not failed to attend uiy instruc- 
tions twice a day. It is true tliat he cannot keep 

1 Luiki, ^rtA. ^. /^Ju6., 1901, p 1(>S. 
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up his attention for more than an hour, or a little 
longer* but during this time he is really attentive 
and diligent. We have gone through the abridged 
history of Livy, and he has translated two l>ooks of 
A'alerius with me at hand to help him when he 
seemed pu/zled, and now he knows Roman history 
and thr laws and constitution of the State so well# 
that be can sometimes remind me of things that I 
have forgotten, ajid even find mc the passage I 
require, I haveUiught him a work of Ovid, In lOirri, 
ftill of little-kiK>wn stories and fables, and he seems 
partteularly fond of history, which I think is especially 
useful for a prince. I have also read some beautiful 
elegies with him. Fie does not find verse"; easy, 
although he knows haw to scan them, but he con- 
strues orations vciy easily. Every day I dictate 
same Epistles to him, which he ^vrites correctly — 
unless he makes an accidental slip — and every day I 
expound an Epistle of Cicero to him, in order that 
he may aequu^ a good style. In the grammar 
examination he answered my questions more quickly 
and better than aiiy of the otiier hoys. I have mode 
him nin through Petmrcli, as good practice in read- 
ing, and he liimself has chosen to read some books 
of the OrUtttdCy on which he ot\en spends as much 
as two hours at a time* This is our method of 
leammg letters. As for his conduct in other ways, 
1 see nothing in him which doe^ not lead me to hope 
for a glorious and honourahte career, and although 
tile natural ardour of youth inclines him to love, 
his conduct in this respect persuades me that he 
will avoid the licence which is displeasing both to 
God and men- I earnestly entreat Your Excel- 
lency to condescend to help my lalx>ui"s witli your 
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exhortfltionsH — Your devoted sen^ant, Jo, FnA^ir. 

Tlic excellent tulors description uf Fcdcrico's 
tastes and habits agrees with all we know of this 
prince in after life. Without ever attaining to his 
mother or brothei' Ercole's love of lenrnijig. he was 
decidedly more culturcil than his father or Gonzaga 
uncleii, and from his boyhood he inherited the Estes' 
passion for chivalrous romanceN, of which he made 
a large collection in future years. Now, at the age 
of fifteen, he a^^kcd nothing Iictter than to leave his 
books and seek I'resh experienc^es at tJic gay court of 
Milan. Here he found a gracious reception and was 
invited to accompany Francis L to \'igevano. The 
Venetian envoy, Cont»rini, describes Federico as a 
hand-some and graceful hoy, who entertained tJic 
young patricians in lii^ »uitc at a feast that was 
equally rejnarkable for good cheer and good com- 
pany, and sent them away charmed with his courtesy 
and ajtiazed at his feats of horsemanship. The young 
prince took an active part in the royal hunting 
parties and games at ptiHa. His letters to his mother 
give n lively picture of His Most Christian JInjesty 
juiuijig in tlie giuue of pttlla in as vigorous a fu^liiou 
as any football player of to-<lay^ P^^'i'iK '*'**' receiving 
blows in the scuffle, knocking over his courtiers, 
and coming into violent collision with the tall and 
athletic Gonnaga prince, Federico of Bozzolo. amidst 
the laughter of tlie bysUnderv. But Isalwlla's sou, 
who had barely two hundrcil ducats in his pur&c, 
found it quite uujKJsvible to accept the king's invita- 
tion to play cards witli him, and win or lose hundreds 
of ducats in a ^ngle ganie.i 

« II Sviuto, Diem, snJ. 396, S2!k 
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The young ^^^g '^^^ much fasvcinatcd by the 
btauty and rich attire of the Milanese ladies, and de- 
sired Feiierico to ask his niotlien of whose Uste and 
ehamis he heard so much, to send him a wax doll 
clad in the Mantuan style, with the pattern of 
robe, vest and slecA-es worn by herself, and hair 
dressed in the same fasliion, ^o that the French 
ladies might be able to copy them, Isabella re- 
plied: " AVe will ghidly send a fijjure arniyed in 
all the fashions tliat we wear on our Imeks and heads, 
Uf plejise HiH Most Christiar* Majesty, but fear he 
will see nothing new, as here wc dress exactly in 
the same style a*i the Milanese Indies.'*' It was a 
more serious matter when Francis I. expressed the 
keenest curiosity to sec Brogniiui, the fair but frail 
maid-of-lionour whose flirtations had already excited 
so many quarrels^ and actually sent the Bishop of 
Nice with a forged |>apal brief to bring her fnnn the 
convent at Goito. Fortunately a Irnnd of Spanish 
cavaliers, whose help IliY)gninji implored, waylaid the 
party, and compelled this worthless prelate to heat on 
Ignominious retreat,* In spite of this discreditable 
affair, Federioo succeeded in retaining the king's 
favour, and Isabella's delight was great when King 
Francis in\ited her son to retiu'u with him to France 
in Jarmary. On this journey, as befoi-c, Fcderico 
wa«i accompanies^] by his tniste<l servant, Stazio Gadio, 
who in his letters to the Alarebesa descriljcs the 
king's entrj' into Marseilles, where the life of St. 
Louis was repi^csetitcd in a scries of tableaux. At 
Aix, scenes ftom the Old Testament were performed 
in his honour, while at Avignon Federico witnessed a 

^ Luzio fn Anh. St. Lomh., nm, p. l67. 
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dance of Jews and Jewesses^ and a curious representa- 
tion in which three tigures. clad as St. Peter, Martlia, 
and Mary Magdalene, came out to welcome the 
king's return, as of old " they had rejoiced over the 
resurrection of Lazarus!" During the next ;>pring 
and *(Umnicr, Fcdcrico remained at the French court, 
and accompanied Francis L to Blois, Amboise, and 
his other royal chateaux* 

But if all fenr of dan^r from this quarter was 
removed, the Marchesa watched with increasing 
anxiety the development of the Popc'^i ambitious 
designs against IJrbino. In June 1515, the bilton of 
Papal Gonfalonicrc was suddenly withdrawn from 
Francesco Maria and hestowed upon Giiiliano dci 
Medici, and altliou^h Leo X< assured the Duke of 
Urbino of his unchanging friendship, not even Bib- 
biena's pmtestations could remove Isalicllas Kuspi- 
cionK. The Pope's duplicity in the matter has been 
abundantly proved, and when Francis L came to 
meet him at IJologna in Dcccnil>cr, bcfurc liis return 
to France, he reluctantly consented to sacrifice 
Urbino in return for the restoration of Parma and 
Piaeenza, As long, however, as his brother Giuhfino 
lived, Leo X- refrained from action- This prince 
could not forget ihe debt of gratitude which he 
owed to the ducal family and the ties of old friend- 
ship and alTectioii wtijch bound luni to the Gummas 
and Delia Koveres, and M'hen the Pope came to see 
him at Ftesole in his last illness, he b<.^{ge<t him with 
his dying breath not to attack the Duke of Urbino< 
Hut r..eo only told him to get well and not trouble 
himself about such matters,' On the lOtb of Feb- 
ruary the Poj>c returned to Itomc, and llibbiena, who 

> Alberi, Reiatwni t^eiaftt, Hcries iil. 9 ; DennUtouti, 11, SAd, A:c 
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remained at Fiesole, wrote to Isabella, saying that he 
hud given his dying friend her kind messages, but 
that he fcai-ed tlicre was little hope of the Duke's 
I'ecovery. A month later Giuliano died — on the 17th 
of MATch— lamented by all the friends of his family as 
the best of the Medici, His office of Gonfaloniere of 
the Church m'us immediately bestowed on his nephew, 
Lorenzo, and the Duke of Urbino was smnmoned to 
appear in Rome and answer a long list of eliarges, 
including tlie murder of Cardinal Alidosi, under Pope 
Julius II, 

In vain young Fedcrico Gonzaga interceded Mdth 
Francis L on liis brother-in-law's behall ; in vain the 
widowed Duchess Elisabetta herself hastened to 
Rome to see the Pope, and remind Ijorenzo of tlie 
days when his father hfid souglit refuge at Urbino, 
and bhc had nursed him in her own arms. His 
Hulij)e?*:t i^eveived Iier with the greatest cordiality, 
the Cardinals flocked to pay her court, and Bembo 
once more assured her of his unalterable devotion. 
But M'hen at a subsequent audience the Duchess 
appealed to the Holy Father's compassion, and re- 
minded him of tlieir old t'riendship, and of the 
hospitality which he and his dead brother had en- 
joyed at Urbino during their exile, the Pope only 
shiiigged his shoulders and looked at her through 
his eye-glass. "Ah! Holy Father," continued the 
Ducliess. gathering courage as she spoke» " do you 
not remember how in tho^e days we used to pray 
that you might he restored to your own? Aiul do 
you wisli to drive us out of house and home, and 
tui-u us out to beg our way in the world? Do 
you not remember yourself how bitter a thing it 
IS to roam over Italy as exiles and beggars ? '* But 
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tlic Pope raised to utter a single word, and the 
p<ior Diirtu^s returned to I'rbino in despair.* 

On the ^7tK of April* Francesco Marift was ex* 
comnmniratcd and deprived of his states, and in 
May, Lureiizo dei Medit'i invaded Urbiiiu »t the 
bead of 20,000 men. The Uuke, uitJi the help of 
a brave Mantuan oaptain, Ales^io Beccaguto, whom 
his father-in-law had sent to his assiNtancxs made a 
vain attempt at resistance, but his own subjects 
turned against him, and after throwinjf his giin«i 
into the river, he retired to Pc^aro. Here he cm- 
barked witli tlie two Duche:>ses and all h\H most 
valuable pro[)erty, and travelled by sea to Mantua 

A nolent tcmpe^vt drove tlie ships in which the 
unfortunate refugees sailed across the Adriatic, and, 
according to one account, "some 7O0 miles to the 
east, ahno*^t on to tlie Slavonian shores/* but at length 
the fuT}* of Uie gale iibated, and on the 8tli of June 
they reached Pictohi, where lod|;iii^ hud bayi hur* 
riedly pre[>arc<l for them. Isabella herself was stay- 
ing with her kinsman Luigi (>onzagain his summer 
palace of Borgofoitc, on tlie Po, some miles south of 
Mfliitua. and here the poor Duchesses came to visit her. 
but the MajY^uis shrank from exciting the Popes dis- 
pleasure by receiving the exile* under his own roof* 
aud they decided to remain at Pietola for the present, 

*'To-day," ^vrote Ippolito Calandra to his young 
lord Federieo Gonzaga, '* lsal>ella Lavagnola came 
to Mantua, to seitd i>eds to Pietola for tlie Duke 
and Duchesses of Urbino, who are expected there 
to-night. Their little son, Signor Guidobaido, has 
already been lodged in Vour Higlmcss*?^ rooms in 
tlic Corte for the last four days, and is tlie cleverest 
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and most charming child in the world. He talks 
boldly of iill the ^"eat things lie will do, and sayfi: 
* If Pope Leo had come by hini&clf. he could never 
have taken my fntlier'*« State ! ' and other Utings 
which make us all marvel, since he is only just two 
years old- The rooms of the Duke and Duchess 
are being prepared in the Corte." Kut a few days 
later Die same writer explained that the illustrious 
exiles and their suite are to remain at Pietola fnr 
the present, until the Pope has granted permission 
for Uiem to come to Mantua, and are made as 
comfortable as they can be under present circum- 
stances, '' Yesterday," he continues, " my mother 
and I went to see Their Hi^hnc-vscs, and kisiicd their 
hands, and tlie Duke and Duchess immediately 
asked after you and bow you like Franoe, and nmny 
other thing!£. Hefore I left, the widowed Duchess 
came out under the loggia to enjoy tlie cool evening 
air. The young Duchess went upstairs to bed, the 
Duke liaving sent for her, and 1 stayed downstairs. 
Then the widowed Duchess begati to tell us how 
she went to Rome to sec the Pope and how badly 
he had treated her, and when she had Knisbed speak- 
ing tlierc was no one who could help weeping."* 

The utmost compassion waji felt on all sides for 
this good and gentle princess, who luid thus for the 
second time been unjustly exiled from her borne, and 
was once more forced to depend upon the charity of 
others. Fortunately Elisabetta liad a kind and losing 
friend in Isnbelk, who did all that was pd^sible to 
alleviate bcr painful po^it]on, and stems to have been 
more deeply uttacbcd lu her iister-iii-law tlian she ever 
was to her own daughter, Duchess Leonora, 

' huxUi c Rcnicr, i^, cii., pp. S28, 2S9. 
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1516— 1M9 

The DticbctiBCS of Url>lno liv« in groat poverty nt Mnntuib* — 
R^pliMprs di^c« meltctl davm — ^Mnrringe of CMliglione — 
FmncescD MaHa tHm in rpcnver Urlnno, hut ii forc^tl to 
maJce twms with thr. Pop*?— IwiWU's journey Ui Proyeuce — 
Bctrothul of Feilmco GonxagQ to MarLt dl Montfcrrato — 
lubclbt'it Latin atudies — Visit of CoDtAn'ni and Sorunao to 
the Ciistcllo — Cristoforo Sclafial MHtitua^ Fr^ Fraikcxi^co at 
Porto — Bun<Ie1ta the oovelifd — Hi* rcUtium with the Marchcrt 
Lnd j>icture£ of UcT court. 

Ox the I8th of August, Uie Pope's nephew, T^orenxo 
dei Medici, was created Duke of Urbino, and at the 
same time I^ec X. signed a convenUon with tlie 
Marquis of Mantua by whieh Fraiiocsco Maria, who 
is described as "formerly Duke of Urbino," and WiH 
family were allowed to reside in his fat hcr-in- law's 
doniitiioiis, on «*ffndition of never leaving Uicin with-* 
out the Pope's pentiission, or eiiteriiif{ into any 
negotiations with his fomicr subjects or with other 
I>owers,' Durinjj the next five years the two 
Duchesses occupied rooms in the 0>rte Vecchia 
of the Cnsteilo, and only left Mantua to pay an 
occasional visit to Venice* The Marquis made 
them a yearly allowaoee of 0000 duc«t?j, but in 
spite of this generous pension the poor ladies were 
often reduced to great straits. Soon after their 
anival they were ccmipcUed to melt down the 
costly silver plate which they had brought from 
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Urbtno, and amongst utlier^, Iwu initgriificrent dishes 
of embossed gilt bronze, which had tiecn designed 
in antique style by Raphael. Isabella, to whom 
they were offered in the first place by Elisabetta, 
who grieved to see siirh heautifnl works of art 
destroyed, seenis to have been unable to raise 
money for tlicir purchase. Her own private fortune 
SiS well as tlie resoiiix'cs of tlie State were sorely 
strained to meet the heavy expenses entailed by 
the niinfortunes wliich had befallen their kinsfolk. 
She pledged her jewels and melted down her plate. 
while new taxes had to he levied and the strictest 
economy pmctised in order to supply the new de- 
mands upon the Trca^snry. Her letters to Fcdcrico 
during hi^ abseni-'t: show how great was the diffi* 
cully she found in supplying him with money 
sullident to enable him to ap|)eHr at the French 
court with the splendour befitting his rank, while 
at the sajiie time she liad to provide for the members 
of his household at Mantuat, " You ask mc/ she 
writes. " to poy your servant, Prctc Stcfano^ which 
I would gladly have done if it bad been ptissibleto 
perform miracles and feed five thousand with a little 
bread and still less fish. But with twenty -eight or 
thirty measures of wheat, and eight or nine bwrels 
of Friuli wine, which are all the provisions for your 
houscliold that remain, it is impos^iible to keep all 
your scr\ants. Your tutor, M. Francesco A^'igilio, 
has also asked for help, which wc cannot give him," 
Freie Stcfano was a favourite bufFooUt who had ac- 
companied Federico to Milan, where he showed off 
his tricks before the Venetian envoys, and ri\'alled 
the famous clown Trihoulet. He delighted King 
Francis by appearing as a woman at a masquerade. 
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and was pronounced by Alfonso d*Estc to be a fool 
worthy of tlie grentcst monarch in tlie worW.' 

Federico's correspondents, however, had one good 
piece of news to give in the letters which they 
addressed to him from Mantua that autumn. This 
was the marrijige of the accomplished courtier Cas- 
tiglione, who had returned to his old home with the 
exiled princes of Urbino. On the 17tli of October, 
he took to wife Ippolita Torclli, a fair young girl of 
Hfteen, whose mother was a daughter of Giovanni 
Bcntivogho, formerly lord of Bologna, and sister of 
(■io\annt Gonzaga':) wife. The union had been 
planned by tlie Gonzagas, who gladly welcomed 
the return of their old favourite, and honoured the 
home-coming of the bride with their pre-sence. 
The young Duchess Leonora rode out in a chariot 
to meet her with Laura IJentivogUo, and a long 
train of courtiers, wliile Isabella and Klisabetta 
received her in the brid^i[rooni's house, that ancient 
thirteenth-<^ntury;>*f/^/t::o which still rears its stately 
portals on the Piazza Sordcilo. As a mark of special 
favour, the MarquU drove out to die meadows of the 
T^, where he kept his vast stablest and descended 
fifoni his cliariot to kiss the brides hands and wel- 
come the happy pair* Two days afterwards, a 
dramatic representation was given in honour of this 
event at the house of Giovanni Gonzaga, in the 
Dorgo Pradella, A comedy called "Oog and Magog/' 
L written for the oco^ision by tlie young Mantuan poet 
"Falcone, a great friend of Castiglione, was performed, 
** Madama was present," writes Amico della Torre to 
Federico, ** with the whole court, ajid Monsignore de 

1 M. Sjuiutn, Durriif xti. .t^; I.iisio e k«fnl4^f- in AWiOmi Anbt- 
h^ I89t, I3L 
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St. Pol, and many Freiicti geollcincn, but Ijautrcc 
did not ccnnc/'* From this it appears that Lautrec, 
the Viceroy of Milan, and sevci-al French nobles were 
being entertained at Mantua by the Marchesa^ whose 
policy it now was to keep on good terms with France, 
and if possible to detach the king from his alliance 
with the Pope- 

^ Early in the following year, Francesco Maria 
made a gallant attempt to recover his dominions, at 
the head of an army of Gerrnan, Spanish and French 
merceimries which had been disbanded after peace 
had been made between the Emperor Maximilian 
and Venice. During eight months the young I>nke 
and bis wife's vnlinnt cousin, Ft-dcrico Conzaga of 
BusGAolo, gallantly opposed the pupjtl forces, with 
Lorenzo del Medici and Cardinal Bibbiena at their 
head, and it was only the arrival of reinforcements, 
which Francis L reluctantly sent to the help of his 
aliy^ that at length compelled tbcm to abandon the 
unequal contest. But in tiie end I-eo X, was forced 
to grant his enemy honourable terms. He paid the 
arrears due to Francesco Marias tixx>]>s, allowed him 
to take his guns and the famous library of Urbino back 
to Mantua, and promised to give the two Duchesses 
their dowries, a part of the agreement which he 
never perTonned.' Meanwhile FVancesco Maria re- 
turned to Mantua, where Klisabetta and Leonora 
had been anxiously watching tlic result of his brave 
struggle, bringing with him fifty-six banners as 
trophies of his barren victories and undoubted proofs 
of his personal prowess, 

^ D'AnuoiWi Orifpw del 7V<i/ra, ii, 
■ Driuibluuo, " Memoir*/' v<jj. UL \ CrclghUm, " Hftttury vf tfae^ 
Pipwy/'r. fi7a. 
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In April 1517, Isabella took advantage of her 
sinter and daugfilers pit:sence at Mantua to leave 
her sick husband, and make a pil^rimnge to the shrine 
of St Mary Magdalene at Sainte-Baumc, in the hills 
near Marseilles, After paying her vows at this 
sanctuary, the Marchesa visited f^eveml towns in the 
south of France, and went as far north as I-yons, 
The reduced state of her funds compelle<l her to travel 
incogtuta^ accompanied only l>y a small suite, among 
whom were Francesco (.TOiiza^a. afterwards amhas-* 
fifulor iti Home, Castiglionc's brother-in-law, Toinniasu 
Slru/n^i, ajid Mario Equicula. The la^t-nanied scholar 
wrote a pedantic account of this journey, more with 
the object of showing his learning than of recording 
facts of interest* At Avignon he recalls the re-sidence 
of the Pope*; And memories of Fetrarrhand Tjanra. at 
Marseilles and Aries he mingles philosophical reflec- 
tions with historical traditions, and only here and 
tticn: makes sitme brief allusion to tlie customs of the 
people. One day, when the Marchesa was watching 
a countrj' dance of the peasants, Mario confesses that, 
havin^r dnnik more than was good for him, he not 
only invited a peasant maid to dance, but embraced 
her. much to tlie amusement of his companions, 
after which he retired to his room to decipher an 
ancient inscription.* But, wherever the Marchesa 
krftent, her beauty and distinguished air attracted the 
^attention of the French ladies, and one of her at- 
tendants, Giovamii du Cremona, wrote from Lyons, 
on tlie 4th of June, to teli Federico hoM' much his 
mother was admired. "Your Excellency." hewritcs. 
" must know that, whenever Madama i*i seen passing 

^ /Jbr /Mhrila Est^nsit iter in Sar^MMtntrm CaUiatn. 
* F. Santoro^ ittr m A^nrft. iSM in Uion. SL IL, U9ti. 
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through the streets, all the men and women in every 
rank of life rush to tlie dootN and windows, or stand 
?ftiU in the road, gazing in wonder at her beautiful 
clothes and those of her ladie*^. Many pei^sons here 
say tJiat Uie clothes which our ladies wear are much 
finer than any you see in France, and some people 
have told me that they could hardly believe Modama 
was the mother of Your Excellency, and felt sure 
she must he your sister/' ^ When the Marchcsa re- 
turned to Mantua in July, her old friend licniai'du 
dei IVosperi, who came to meet her, wrote to Ferrara 
that she had grown decidedly thinner, but was in 
radiant health, and as beautiful as she had been 
twelve years before. A fortnight later, on the 
Feast of St. Mary Magdalene^ Isabella and Federico 
both a^ssisted at a representation of scenes from the 
saint^s life, giveJi by suine friars who lived iik a 
convent outside the Porta Pradella, The stage 
was placed against the outer wall of the church, 
and opposite a spacious wooden tribunal was erected, 
partly on the ground, partly in the waters of the 
lake, which bathe the city walls. But, just when 
the audience was seated, the marshy ground gave 
way, the wooden st^nd broke down, and the Mar- 
chesa and her companions were suddenly pi'ecipitated 
into the lake. Isabella herself was up to the waist 
in water, Federico dislocated his ankle, and many of 
the courtiers and ladies suffered severe contusions, 
" But, thanks to God and the Magdalene." remarks 
Isabella in a lively letter, narrating the incident to 
Aiitonia del Bals^o, "no lives were lost/'* 

Soon after tliis, a marriage was arranged be- 

* Lj^, Emporium, 1$00, p. ♦S5. 
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tween Fedcrico and Maria Palcologa, the little 
eight-year-oI<i daughter of Giiglidmo H., Marquis 
of Montferrato, a descendant of the Emperors who 
had reipiied at Constantinople in the last days of 
the Eastern Empire. The two fainiUes had long 
been on friendly terms, and one of Kahella's literary 
friends and constant correspondents, (ialcotto di Car- 
rcto* lived at the court of Casalc The marriage was 
first propose<l when Foderioo visited Casale on hU re- 
turn from Frunee.and in October 151 7. we find Isabella 
recommending her old music master, Angela Testa- 
grossa, to the Marchioness Anna of Montferrato, as an 
excellent teacher for "our common daugliter Maria," 
adding that siie herself had once heen liis pupil, and 
Uic fault was not his if she did him little honour 1' 
The Marqui-S of Montferrato died in the following year, 
leaving a little boy of six and two young daughters 
to the care of their excellent mother, a princess of 
the house of Alen^'on. At the earnest entreaty of 
the widowed March iones-!», l^^ahella lierself paid a 
visit to Casale in October 1518, and spent two days 
at Mihui on the way- Hci*ic tlic Mihiiieac caurtiers 
and ladies liastened to pay their respects to the 
popular Mau^ic-sa, who remarked to the Dominican 
novelist Handello that she had never seen so many 
fine chariots and richly adorned equipages before.* 
On her retuni in November, she visited Asli and 
Genoa, ami found hcn^elf cugcrly expected at Mantua 
by her khid j*ister-iii-luw, who declared that she 
seenied to have been absent a thousand years ] 

During these last days of her husbands life, 
when Isabella's time and thoughts were chiefly cn- 

^ Divari, ^ftuir^ in Marti^'a. 
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gaged in conducting diplomatic intrigues which 
required the greatest tact and delicacy* she had 
little Urisiire for study and musie, and neither time 
nor money to devote to the decoration of her rooms 
and the acquisition of new treasures. But here and 
there \vc catcli an occa.'iiunal glinipirc of her private life 
which shows that her tastes and habits remained the 
same. iUter her return from Komc, she applied 
heniclf with fresh ardour to her Latin studies, under 
the tuition of Equicola, In March 1516, we find her 
old servant, Jacopo d'Atri* M-riting from Naples, to 
beg she will send him tlic first Latin work of her coui- 
posiLion. Mwio, however^ was abscrnt at Uic time, 
haling been sent to offer tlie young King Charles 
of Spain the Marchesa's condolence on tlie death of 
his grandfather Ferdinand. Later in the summer, 
he was detained at Ferrarii by Alfonso d*Este, who 
employed him to compose the Ai-s/or/V with which t)ic 
painters were to decorate )iis rooms, and Isabella 
wrote repealed!}' from Porto, begging Uiiu U> liasten 
his return, a>i slie was alone and rcfpiired help in her 
studies. Kquicola, howe%'er, put ofi' liU return from 
day to day* and at length, on the 21st of September, 
she laughingly declared that she had given up all 
hope8 of ever seeing him again, but warned him ttiat, 
if he did come, she intended to make him work so hard 
that he would soon give up the ghost I Meanwhile. 
Iier l>eautiful palaces, with their priceless collection 
of paintings and antiques, excite<I the admiration of 
all visitors to Mantua. 

In November 1515 the VeneUan ambassadors, 
Zuan and Alvise Contariui, spent two day^ at Mantua 
on their way to Milan. A Venetian patrician in 
their suite* Ser Piero Soranzo, describes how they 
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arrived by boat lalo one winter evening, and ft^re 
conducted by torchlight into the richly perfumed and 
sunijjtuously ftiniishcd rooms usually occupied by Uic 
young lord Fwlerico. Here a dainty supper, con- 
sisting of infinite varieties of fish, eggs, tarts, ron- 
fctiu together with eight different sorts of wine, was 
served, to the sound of exquisite singing and instni- 
mentol music. On the following morning, after 
attending high luass and hearing ;)ome fine orgmi 
music, tlie envoys visited the palace of S. Seba*- 
tiano, and adniired the magnificent series of Triumplis 
painted by tlie hand of Mantegna- After this, they 
were ushered into another suite of apartments, where 
the same mlour of rich perfumes met tliem on the 
threshold. Here they found tJie Marquis reclining 
on a couch by the hearth of a richly adorned room, 
with his pet ciwarf cUd in goUi brocade, and throe 
su[jerb greyhounds lying at his feet. Three pages 
stood by, waving large fans, lest even a hair should 
fall upon him ; a quantity of falcons and hawks in 
leash were in the room, and the walls were hung 
with pictures of favourite dogs and horses. Fran- 
ccseo received the envoys graciously, and gave orders 
that they should be shown the oUier balls of Uie 
palace, containing Costa's recently painted frescoes 
and many fine portraits of his family and frieiKls. 
The beauty and extent of the gardens and tlie 
magnificent \"iew from the loggia greatly impressed 
the vtsiton;, as well as the gorgeous dinner service of 
wrought silver. In the afternoon they saw Cardinal 
Sigismondo, and visited tJie Castello of another 
fine palace belonging to the Marchesana- " Tlus." 
writes Soran?:o, " was more beautiful than all the rest, 
and full of lovely maidens. We saw the Armoury 
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of t]ie Marquis, which is worthy to be compared with 
the Halls of the Council of Ten, and a cabinet 
containing jewels and plate of priceless value, and 
the Grotta in which the Marchusa has collected an 
infinite runnber of rare and beautiful things." Un- 
fortuiiately Isabella herself was suffering from an 
attack of fever and could not retxive her guest*, 
but sent orders that they should be courteously 
entertained and shown all her treasures. Finally, 
the Venetians were taken to see the stables on the 
Piazxa of the T^, outside the walk, and admired 
150 splendid chargei's belon^ng to Francesco's famous 
breed of Barbary horises. Then nnutlit;r supper of 
choicest viands and sweetmeats was set before the 
tired travellers, after which Marchetto sang certain 
songs to the lute " so adrairably that you could desire 
nothing better/*' 

In the following March, Kabclla rei*cived a visit 
from her old friend Trissino, who stopped at Mantua 
on his way bat'k fi-um a papal missiun to Innsbruck, 
to repay a loan of 4O0 ducats which the Marchesa 
had generously advanced some months before. In 
return for this timely help, the pupal nuncio gave 
the Marcbesa valuable information of a secret agree- 
ment which had been made between Pope Leo and 
the Kmperor Maximilian. iNabclla wrote M-ithout 
delay to warn her brother Alfonso to be prepared 
for all emergencies, since this treaty between the 
Pope and Co^ar might be fraught with the gravest 
peril to his state and person.' 

A few weeks later, the A[archesa received another 
guest in llie person of the Milanese sculptor Cristoforo 
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Solan, surtiarncd "il Gobbo," who had can'cd the 
beautiful cSigics on die to!nbs of lier sister Beatrice 
and Lodo\ico Moro. This excellent ma^ster now 
came from Ferrara with a letter of recommendation 
from Duke Alfonso, be^iig his sister to show 
him her paintings and antiquities. Isabella gladly 
complied with this request, and took oceusioii of 
Cristoforo's visit to beg him to undertake a new 
work. After protuji)^ delays^ the M-uIptur agreed 
to design a ma|;iiificent fountain for the gardens of 
her favourite villa of Porto, and promised to carve all 
the finer reliefs and ornamental details with his own 
hand, while two assistants were employed to execute 
the rest of the work. But Cristoforo died of the 
plague before the fountain was finished, and a long 
correspondence with his sons ensued. Eventually, 
after Uie Marchewi^s return from Rome in 1527, 
the marbles which *'il Gobbo'' had prejMired and 
the rehefs which he had car\"ed were delivea*d to 
his son and another Pavian sculptor of repute, who 
execnitwl the work from designs left by tlic dead 
master.' 

One old friend for whom the Marchcsa retained 
the most profound respect and esteem was Fra 
F'rancesco da Ferrara. the distinguished Vicar- 
Gcncrai of tlie l)ominie4ui Order. On her journey 
to Itome in Januaiy 1515. she had 5uceec<Ied in 
obtaining an edict from Pope I.eo X, pronouncing 
the beatification of their mutual friend, Osanna 
dcgli Andrcasi ; and, as slic wrote to the Fratc, was 
dctcrmincil never to relax her efforts until she could 
obtain the canonisation "of this our dear mother.*' 
Meanwliile she constantly urged Fra Francesco to 
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DOMINICAN PRIOR 

pay her a visit. Unfortunately, when at length, in May 
1516, he came to Mantua, on his way to assume the 
ofliee of Prior of his Order at Ferrara, Isabella was 
at Borgoforle, anxiously expecting the arrival of the 
fugitives from Urbino. But at her wt^h the good 
Prior spciti a day at Porto, and wrote a letter in 
which expressions of iultniratioii for her heautifiil 
countrj' liouse are niinglcd with regrets at heing 
compelled to leave his beloved books and assume an 
office that waj^ especially distasteful to his studious 
nature. 

" Your Excellency," he writes, " may imagine 
how much pleasure I Imve in seeing this fair palace 
of Porto, where, thanks to you, I have been received 
with the glycates! kindness. The palace and gardens 
are indeed most rharrniriKt nnd seem to me laid out 
with iJie greatest skill by Your Highness. Hut tltc 
bitterness of my own thoughts pi-events me from fully 
enjojnng these rare delights, I tliank Your High- 
ness once more for your kindness in allowing me to 
see this delicious spot Another time, wlien I am in 
a happier frame of mind, i shall hope to return here 
and look with greater attention at this house, with its 
ganlcns and lovely surroundings. Hut you know 
how much I diidike the management of friaj-s, and 
now, just when I had hoped to return to Milan, 1 am 
coiuixrllwl, in ^pitc of all my protests, to bow my 
head and go to be Prior at Ferrara,"* 

Another Dominican friar of a very different type, 
Matteo liandelio. tlie novelist, was oflen at Mantua 
during the last, years of Krancesro Gonzaga's rvign, 
and enjoyed the favotu* of Isabella in a mai-ked degree. 
As a novice in tlic Moros favourite convent of S. 
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Mnrtfi delle Gmzie, he had watched T-connrdo at 
is'ork on his great painting in the refectory, and 
had seen the yuuiig Duchess Beatrice borne to 
the grskVG amid the tears and lamentations of all 
Milan. He was a well-known (igure in t)ic house of 
Ippohta Sforza, the wife of Alessandro IkntivofiHo, 
and told stories under the green pergola of her 
garden, or conversed with "these two bright stars 
of Aliliuicse soeictyt Cecilia GaUerani and CamtUa 
Scarampa.*' There he met the Marchesa Isabella 
on her \isits to Milan, and was often sent to 
Mantua with letters from his learned Superior^ Prior 
France^KHX Between 1516 and 1519, BandcUo seems 
to have Uved chiefly at tJie Dominican convent of 
Mantufi. and was, admitted into tlie innermost circle 
of the Marchcsa\s friends. The Hvcly friars wit and 
brilliancy and his rare gift of stor^'-Lclling made liim 
a welcome guesl at the little dinners and suppers, 
where Isabella loved to collect poets and humanists 
on the breezy heiglits of Cavriana or under the cool 
shades of Porto. " It wan my habit,"' he writes in 
the dedication of one of his stories to Pirro Gon- 
zagH of Gazziiolo, '* during the summer months when 
I Uved at Mantufl, to go two or three times a 
week to pay my respects to Madama Isabella da 
Rste, Marchesa di Mantova, in her mmt deli^'htful 
palace of Porto, and spend the whole day discussing 
variotis subjects with her lords and ladie-s, some- 
times before Uer Excellency, sometimes among 
ourselves.^ * 

There, he tells u^, as the company sat in these 
cool and spacious halls, with the murmur of running 
waters falUng pleasantly on the ear, Madama bade 
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htm take up Ijivy and read the story of Tarquin and 
of the cJcath of I-^iicrezia. " For she, as yon are 
awiLTc/' he says, addrcssiTig lus beloved pupil, Lue* 
re/ia CtOiizaxa, the daiij^htcr of Pirro Guiizaf^a of 
lloz7nlo. and errand -daughter of Isabella's half-sister, 
Ijirrezi;* HenHvnglin, "knows thf! whole of Hainan 
history perfectly. I obeyed her coinnnands, and 
when I had (inishcd wc sat down to dinner, and 
afterwanls disc^iission artwe bciMxxn M. Benedetto 
Capilupj and Marin Erjuicola regarding the subject 
of the book, M. Benedetto praised Luc-rczia highly* 
but Mario, on the other hand, deelared that she must 
have been mad to kill herself- While the-se two were 
still disputing* that noble and learned eavaher. Count 
Baldassarrc Castiglionc» suddenly arrived. Madania 
told him what I had l)een reading, and tlie di^eussion 
which had arisen, adding gaily that she saw Bandetlo 
was on the point of going to the sacristy and referring 
the disputants to St. Augustine's remarks on the 
subject in his bocik of ' City of Of»d/ * Hut now you 
have come/ she added with her graeious smile, *and 
arc to settle the quarrc). So I beg of you to give 
yonr opinion/ Castiglionc tried to excuse himself, 
but the niONt excellent Madama insisted thnt he should 
enter the arena- So he told the whole story, and 
summed up in praise of the most chaste Lucreaa's 
act, as you will read in this ^oteHa, which I cannot 
do better than offer to you, kiiowng that all I write 
is dear to you, although, as a nmtter of fact, in this 
mstance 1 sin^pty relate the story as it was told by 
the gentle^ learned, and eloquent Castigiione/' * 
Another evening, when her secretary, IJenedetto 
Capilupi, ha*l told a pleasant taJe as tJie Marchesa 

" PL li. 21, 



IN THE VILLA 



148 



And her lndie«: wei-e walking nmong the rypress and 
orange groves of the terraced gHrdtns, Maduma her- 
self turned to the fnar, and said ; ** BandcUo, this 
^tory i^ one which would come in well among the 
NoveUe which you are writing every day,"* Again. 
one hot July afternoon, when the dog-days had set 
in and not a hrcath of air stirred the leaves of the 
trees, the Marrhesa and her ladie-s retired to take an 
hour's rest in her rooms on the upper floor. That 
day Bandcllo's especial patron, Pirro Gonzftga of 
Uozzolo, the youngest uf Antoniu del llalzo's bons, 
was at I'orto, having been asked by Isabella to meet 
his cousin, Alessandro, the son of Giovanni Gonzaga, 
with whom he had been on bad tenns. and who was 
now recoTunled to hini by the Marehe^a's intervention. 
**Now that Madania has left us," said Pirro, " let us 
go and ?icck ircsh air in the loggia in the gardens, 
and pass the time till our Madania retunis/' The 
other guests glatUy folloMcd his suggestion, and were 
on their way to the loggia when Alessandro Kaesso, 
Isabella s senesdi^ or •' companion of honour," a man 
"old in years, but singularly meiT)' in disposition." 
suddenly arrived from the palace of S, Sebastiano, 
where he was staying with the Marquis, This very 
lively and agreeable pei-son, as Bandello calLi him, 
was joyously welcomed by the whole company, and 
amused them as they sat in the loggia hy repeating a 
story which the Marquis hsd told him of a Mantuan 
Ifldy\ intrigiie!< with two brothers, until the tiarkirig 
of Madanifts pet dogs on the stairs announced her 
return. 

Sometimes the scene changes and we find our- 
selves on a winter day in the Marchesa's rooms in the 
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Cusiclla Madanm sit-s by the fin:, aiL<l Bujidello 
brings her the latest news from Milan, aiwl they talk 
ovei' the business on which she had sent hinu Then 
the principal courtiers and chief hidies of Mantua 
drop in ori« by one to pay their respects to Her 
Excellency, and Costanttno Pio tells the company 
of a silly MTanglc between tJ»e Caraliere Soardo and 
the doctor Maestro Tommaso. Upon which Isabella 
starts a discussion on the distinction between wit and 
folly, between clever nonsen.se and vulgar jests. 
Every one lias some instJUice to give, some witty 
saying or foolish ?q>eech to recnU, and Bandello wins 
the prize by relating an epigram made by Ihlarc 
Antonio Colonnn, on the little mule which carried 
Lautrec and his fortunes. The whole scene gives a 
curious and animated picture of the society and 
maimers of the age/ Elsewhere Itandello repeats 
the stories which he told the Marquis walking in bis 
gardens at the palace of S. Sebastiano, or in th** halls 
adorned with Mantegiia's glorious Triumphs* one 
day when Lui^ Gonsaga of Borgoforte, Tommaso 
Strozzi, and Madama were nil present. In a tale 
dedicated to Isabellas librarian, Gian Giacomo Cal- 
antlra, he recalls how, in order to escape from the 
intense beat caused at Mantua last sununer by the 
drying up of tlie waters, that glorious lady, Isabella 
da Este^ Marcliesa di Mantova, retired to her pleasant 
country house on the heights of Ca\Tiana, where 
the air is always fresh and the halls arc always 
cool, and amused herself after her usual custom in 
reading and conversation, in singing and playing 
herself, and listening to the most delicious music,* 
Or, again, we find ourselves at the stately villa of 
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Marmirolo^ in the presence of tlie Marchesfl and 
the two Diiches^eK of Urbino, lif^ning to the learned 
Venetian patncian and librarian of San Marco, Andrea 
Navagero, the friend of Raphael and Bembo. who, in 
the presence of this august company, relates the last 
strange story which has come from Rome,* ** During 
these days." writes llandello. " that incomparable 
lady. Elisabetta Gonzaga, the widow of Duke Guido- 
bfddo of blessed memory, being ill, I went to visit her, 
and found her constant companion and sistcr-in*law, 
Madania Emilia Pia, sitting with her And as we sat 
together, bilking of many things, there arrived tliat 
learned and most noble patrician of Viccnza, Gian 
Giaeomo Trissino. bringing a letter from Signora 
MargheritA Pia di San Severinn to her liister Emilia. 
He was most graciously received by tlie Duchess, 
and the conversation turned upon the tyranny and 
cruelty exerciswl by Cesarc Borgia in Romagna and 
La Marca long ago. As we spoke of these things, 
the poor Duchess could scarcely restrain her tears, 
remembering the cruelty of Borgia to one of her 
ladies, whom he !<urpnsed and captured on her 
wedding journey to Ravenna, slaying her attendants 
before her eyes. And many more thnig» were 
said of the enormities committed by the said 
Ccsarc Borgia, Duca Valentino, who not only killed 
his foes and strangers, but slew his own brother. 
Then Messer Gian Giorgio told us a tale of another 
cruel tyrant, Ecctrlino Romano of Verona, which 
Aladomia Emilia begged mc to record," * 

To Emilia herself Fra Mattco dedicated a talc 
which he told at the house of Castiglione, where, in 
August 1517, his wife, the fair and virtuous lady 
» R ill. 46. > Pi iv. IS. 
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Ippolita Torelli, gave birth to her first-hom sonj 
Camillo. Emilia was there that day in waiting or 
tlie Duchess ElisiiibettUv who came with all the noble^ 
lords and ladies in Mantua to oflfer the Count theirj 
congratulations on this happy event, but since she I 
had to leave suddenly, she lost part of the story, 
whicli Bandello accordingly sends her, knowing her 
delight in any new tale and the pleasure she has M 
always taken in reading his little tilings. And in a ^ 
poslscript he adds that a fortnight ago he received a 
letter from her sister, Marghenta di San Severino, 
who is very well/ ^M 

In another story, told by one of Cardinal Sigis- 
niondo's secretaries to Isabella and her guests at 
Porto, the novelist recjills the rigours of the past 
winter, wherk the limpid take which encircles the city fl 
was turne<l into m'stallinc ice, and not only the 
river Mincio, *' which flows joyously througti our fair 
meadows," was entirety fi^ozen over, but even the 
broftd waters of the Po were blocked with ice, so 
that all navifjation was stopped, ajid our "excellent 
Madama cnwsrd the frozen watei^H on foot, from 
Uorgoforte to the opposite shore, accomp^tnied by all 
her gentlemen and most of her lovely maidens.** It 
was indeed a terrible winter. The country was over* 
run by the Venetian and French troops who were at 
war \iith Maximilian; many towns in Mantuan 
territory were sacked sind burned, and since it waSj 
impossible to bring provisions from the farms on the 
banks of the Po, there was no hay or com for the 
horses, and a great famine aro^c,' 

In sliaq> contract to these winter scenes is the 
viWd picture which Bandello gives us of the radiant 
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Midsummer's day in 1517, when the fair Camilla 
ConsAgn, the youngest of Antonia del BaItos 
daughters, gave her iiund in marriage to the great 
Neapolitaii baron, tlic Marche^^e Tripalda. The 

.bride herself Iiad mitten to bid him to the wedding, 
and ha' venerable mother Itad added hve lines in her 
own hand, njfusing to accept any excuse, lloth her 
gallant brother. Federico di Uozzolo, the hero of the 
Urbino wars, «nd Pirro, his own dear lord, had 
tlireatened him nnth the complete and inntant loss 
of their favour if he did not come. At length* moved 
by these threats and compelled by the duty which be 
owed to the noble house of Gonzaga, the friar made 
his way to Casahnafigiore, Madonna Antonia's fair 
palace in the district of Cremona, where the mar- 
riage took place- Then it was, in the midst of the 
music and dancing, and the garner and tricks of the 
most comical clowns and buffoons^ that Aladonna 
Antonia rose, and l>eckoning to the bride and her 
son Firro to follow her, took Itandctlo's hand imd 
led him into a hall on the ground floor, paved with 
marble and man'ellously cooh " I have brought you 
h^^" the honoured lady said, with her gracious 
smile, "not only beeause of the gi'eat beat* but in 
order to escape from tlic crowds outside and to spend 
the noonday hour in pleasant talk. Now I let any 
one who has a line story to tell, begin ! '' All the 
guests present hailed tliis as an excellent idea, and 
Pirro asked a Burgimdian gentleman. Kdraond 
Orflec. to begin, and he told a sad storj' of two 
faithful lovers doomed to death by a jealous Duchess 
>f Burgundy, which brought tears to all eyes. 

'So the time passed pleasantly away, till the ^un 
began to sink in tlie western sky and the evening 
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breeze gently stirred the leaves with its refVeshing 
sound.' ■ 

These Gonzagas of Bozzolo were BftndeUo's mcwt 
generous patrons, and Isabella s loyal friends. There 
wus Madonna Antonia herself, wlio had already seen 
upwaMs of seventy years and was yet as young and 
lively as ever, known and loved as **the mother offl 
all/* adored not only by her own large family, but 
by all the subjects of her little province. And there 
were her gallant »ons, Lodovico, Fcdcrico, and PirrOj 
who were alway?* absent in Uie wars, but had their 
palace in Mantua and their finely situated castle of 
Gazzuolo on the steep banks of the river Oglio. 
There were her beautiful daughters, most of them 
already married to Milanese or Mantuan lords, saving 
this youngest and fairest of all, the bright-eyed I 
Caiuilla, whose fair young face and divine voice made 
her so great a favourite with the Marchcsa Iwibclla, 
And there were her grandchildren growing up around 
her — Luigt RodomontCt whose giant stature and heroic 
mould were celebrated by Ariosto in inimoital verse, 
and his sister Giulia. whose suipjtssing beauty was 
soon to become famous throughout Italy. All these 
find a place in the novelists pages, all the^e and 
many other well-known figures at Isabella's court— 
the gay maids-of-honour, who, we can well believe, 
read Bandello's stories very willingly, and all the 
distinguished humanists to whom Paolo Giovio gave 
the name of the Accademia di S, Pietro, from the 
piazza on which the Castello rtood. There, to 4|uote 
Bandello's words, wc find the polished and scholarly 
librarian, Gian Giacomo Calandra, whose name lives 
in Ariosto's verse ;' the learned and industrious 
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ftlario Equicola, who assisted the Marchesa in Iier 
studies ; the gentle and cultured Aldo Miinuzio ; the 
accoiiipli»>licd poet, Puridc da Cercsuru, "n mail lifler 
the heart of Terence, rpii mldl hmnani a h aJiennm 
putat.*" There was the saintly and refined IJomiiiican 
scholar, Fra Francesco, and the learned philosopher, 
Pomponazz], who went hy the name of Peretto, and 
was so Jewish in appeArance that lie was often hooted 
and pelted with stones hy the street-boys.' Tliere was 
merry Mcsscr Giulio Olduiiio, too, who told a gay 
tale in liandello's hearing, when he was spending 
carnival witik hi.s mif\trcs:> at tlie Uuke of Milan's 
court, little knomng how soon he was to fall into 
disgrace, and the novelist, Strascino, who spent a day 
at Poilo on his way to Rome, and repeated Dante's 
talc of Pia del Totomei. There was the Marquis 
Francesco, in these last years of his life tied to a 
sick-bed. but still loving to recall the adventures of 
his youth and keenly enjoying a rough jest or prac- 
tical joke; there was his brother Giovanni, "as 
honc*d: and sensible a man a\ ever lived/' and his 
spendthrift son, the gambler and fighter, Alcssandro, 
and many other valiant captains and nobles^ Vi»conti, 
Pallavicini, Bentirogli, and those gallant San Sevcrini 
brothers, who claimed the fri;ir"s especial allegiance, as 
a race of heroes sprung from his own native city of 
Castelnovo in the Tortonese.' 

And ainong them alK the leader and centre of 
that brilliant company, wa^ luaWlla hei-self, welcom- 
ing the stranger kindly, smiling graciously on the 
last speaker, suggesting new subjects fur discussion, 
and bringing her ouii lively wit, her own wide know- 
ledge and wisdom to add to the general store. To 
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her BandcUo dedicnted his tragic Ule of the love and 
crimes of the Milanese ConUssa di Cellaiii, whom 
Isabella had fonnerly met in Ippolita Sforza and 
Cecilia Gallerani'^ houses at Milan, and whose conduct 
she Imd gravely discussed with Matteo at Porto.' 

Isabella, on her part, felt genuine regard for the 
lively friar, and valued hun not only for his brilliant 
g^fts and genial temper, but for his loyalty and faith- 
fulness. She cmployc^l him on errands to Milan and 
trusted liim with diflicult and delicate negotiations. 
On New Year's Day 1517, she sent a Hymn on the 
Nativity, which ItandcUo had composed, to Duchc^ 
Elisabetta. begging her to accept it, since she had 
nothing else to give her on this festival, and know** 
that it will please her as much as anything which 
she has seen for many a long day,^ In April 1518, 
she gave the friar the following Mrritten testimonial^ 
addressed to the Vicar-General of the Donnnicans, in 
whieh she refutes etrtain charges which had been 
brought against Bandello's character and bears wit- 
ness to the excellence of his conduct during the 
years which he had spent in the Dominican convent 
at Mantua. 

"To the Vicar and Friars of the Order of 
Preachers : — 

" Kevcrcnd Father and Friends in Christ, — 
The virtues and excellent qualities of the vener- 
able Friar Matteo Bandello, and the religious and 
modest life which he has always led in this 
our city, while he has been in your convent of S- 
Donienico, are so well known, that we and all 
persons of worth and good judgment must ever 
1 Pi, I. 7. 
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praise and romniend him. But since we hear that 
you ha\'e received other accounts, wliich lire utterly 
fahc, wc should fail in our duty if wc did not bear 
witness to the good conduct of tJie wiid Friar 
Matleo, which deser^'es the highest commendation. 
We therefoi-e pray you. Reverend FaUicrs, to dis- 
miss any bad opinions about liiin whicli you may 
have formed, if indred this is tnie, whirh we on niir 
part greatly doubt, and we heartily pray you to hold 
him dear, and to honour him as \m infinite virtues 
deserve- This will not only be a just ajid worthy 
thing in itself, but will give us the greatest pleasure/" 
Mantua, April 15, 1518. 

Soon after this curious testimony to his mora! 
character. Bondello went l)ack to Milan, and did 
not return to Mantua until after the Marquis 
Frmicc?*co*s death. 

At ilie n:que<it of his friends he euniposed 
a Latin oration in memory of this prince* 
which he sent to his son and successor on the 
anniversarj' of Francesco's death, and afterwards 
delivered before Federico and his whole court. 
But in the following letter, which he sent to the 
Marchesa, he showed his discrimination by omitting 
any allusion to her dead lord s virtues, and contented 
himself with expressions of sympathy in her loss, 
and of high hopes for her sons success and pros- 
perity- Isabella herself, we can well believe, 
cordially shared Bundello's sentiments as to tlie 
weariness of reading endless letters of condolence, in 
which the same exaggerated praises and convcn- 
lional expressions were reiterated att riammm, 

" Most illustrious and honoured Mistress, — I think 
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that by this time you will have hiid so many letters 
of condolence on tlte death of your illustrious lord, 
not only from all parts of Italy, but from the whole 
of Eiu'opc, that you n-ill be quite lli'cd of reading 
them, besides which eveiy letter of this kind helps 
to renew our grief and open our wounds afresh. 
But, as your loyal servant, I am m duty bound, at 
the risk of seeming indiscreet, to condole with you» 
which I would do from my heart were I writitig to a 
lady who shared the weakness common to ordinary 
women. But when I remember that Your High- 
ness, besides beiJig blest witli all the excellent gifts 
and virtues which render her supreme among women, 
is so rarely endowed by nature that she can find 
better medicine for this sorrow than a thousand 
letters can prescribe, I feel I need say no more. 
Enough that Your Highness knows that I am her 
sei'vant, and grieve over her sorrows a*» e\'ery faith- 
fid servant must grieve for the losses wtiich befall 
his master. And I cannot fail to add that your 
sorrow must be diminished by tlie great expectation 
that we all entertain of tlie present illustrious Mar- 
quis, your son. For we all hope that he, Ijeing what 
he itit and always lias been, and being also governed 
by Your Highness, must prove worthy of tijc blood 
which flows in his veins. May God long preser\'e 
Your Highness in health and happiness, — Of Your 
Illustrious Excellency the most obedient ser^'ant* 
FitA MA'nEo Bandello/ ' 

The clever friar succeeded in retaining the favour 
of the new Marquis, who rendered him important 
tterviecs at Home iu days tx> conic. And when many 
years afterwards, in the house of his patron, Fregoso, 

) Lusio e Renicr, Giom. Si. d. I^ti., v. S4. 
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he was entrusted with the education of Pino and 
Camilla Gonzaga's orphan daughter, Lucrezia, he 
often recalled the joyous days which he bad spent 
in Mantua, and caused the memory of the Majchesa 
and her friends to live again in his immortal pages. 



CHAPTER XXX 

1619— 153W 



UcAth of the Emperor Ma:tunIliAD — Of the Mftn^uu Francesco 
GoneAgA — His <ie4th-li(;d and funeral — ProdAmAtiEm of his 
si>ii Fedcrico — D^ath of Lticrexla Borgta — Of l^belJa's 
secretary, Capiliipi — Ma no Equicola succeeds bim — Death of 
Lorcnaco del Mcdicf, Hiike of Urblno — Mlsiion of CMt1glloD« 
to itume — Urbiiio miuc^ii^d to ilic Pairal States— Raphael 
designs a toml> for the MAn|iii^ F^«llec■^(;4> — -Ih^ picture fur 
ItAtiellit*^ Portrait of Fcdcrico sent to Mantua Mentioned In 
Charles the First's invenloriM — Trial of LoogucU — Pandolfo 
Pico's }*fi%er on the <teAth of IU|ih»ol- 

The year 1519 proved fatal to ninny persons dosely 
connected with Isabella d'Estc, itnd M'hosc lives and 
destinies had influenced the foi-ttuies of her house. 
First of all, in January the Emperor Maximilian 
died, and was succeeded in June by his grandson, 
Charles V., who already reigned over Spain, Naples, 
and the Netlierlands. While tlie rival powers of 
Europe were still intriguing over the imperial election, 
the Marquis Francesco Gonsoga passed away. After 
Isabella's return from Casale at the end of the year, 
he became rapidly worse, and was unable to leave the 
palace of S. Sebastiano, On the morning of the 29th 
of March, he sent for his notary. Leonello Marchese, 
and made a mil. appointing his son Federico his 
heir aiHl successor, «nd leaWng a yearly income of 
8000 ducats to hLs two yoiniger sons, Ercolc 
Fcrrante, and a portion of &CO0 ducats to his 
unmarried daughters, A yearly pension of 400 
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was provided for his two illegitimate daughters, and 
a house in the Uorgo Pradclla was a^^sigiied to Mar- 
gherita, who stiU rcniaiiiwl uninanrk^. The Murchcsa 
was confinned in the possession of all her revenues, 
amounting to a ye^ly income of 1 2,000 ducats, and, 
together with the Cardinal and Giovanni Gonzaga, 
was appointed executor and j^ardian. or adviser of 
her son Federico uiitil he should attam the age of 
twenty*two, A fine house and estate was also left 
to Ills brother Giovanni as a special token of afTection, 
and a pension of GOOO ducats a year was assigned to 
the Uuke and Duchesses of Urbino during their 
exile,^ After this the dying man received the last 
sacraments, and sent for his wife and children, who 
as^^mhled round his bedside towards evening. Botli 
the Duchesses of Urbino^ his sister and daughter, 
were prestrnt, as well as Isabella, her three sons, and 
two younger daughters — lpix>lita, who had taken the 
veil a year before, and Livia, who had been destined 
to the cloister from her birth, ;uid was already known 
by her conventual name of Pnola, The Mtirquis 
took leave of tliem and of the chief mugistrtiics and 
nobles of Mantua, begging tliem to ser^'e his son 
as well as they had served him, "My dearest son,'' 
he said to Federico. " I leave you a beautiful state 
and a large revenue. See that you act justly and 
keep the love of your subjects, and carr>' out my last 
(^ers if you wish me to rest in peace," Th«i, turn- 
ing to Is&bellfL, he reconunended his children to her 
care, saying that he had long known her inar\'cUous 
wisdom and capmrily, and placed his whole tru^ht and 
oonfidentx' in her. A ftcr this he asked two Franeiscan 
friars who were present to read ak)ud the account of 

1 M. SATUito, Diani, iivU, Ifit. 
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Oie death of Christ from St. Luke s Gospel, and when 
they reached tlie passage, "FatJier, into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit," he commended his omi soul 
devoutly into t!ie hands of God. *' Nothing was to 
be seen on the faces of all present but tears," writes 
Kquicula, who wok present; "nothing was to be 
heard but the M>bbuig of the women, while the children 
stood by, as it were, stunned and silent," At eight 
o'clock the Man]ui& breatlied his last. All the next 
day his body lay in stJite in the CaslcHo, after which 
it was clothed in the Franciscan habit, as he had 
desired, and borne in an oak coffin covered with a 
black velvet pall to the Gonzaga chapel in the church 
of S. Francesco, follower] by jdl tlie friars in Mnntim.' 
Oil the 4th of April the new Marquis, Federico, 
rode out of the Castcllo, clad in white, and, standing 
under the great gates of the cathedi-al, received the 
sceptre lV<»m the hands of Sigisniondo l^'otengo, 
Podesti uf Mantua, Then he rode through the city, 
followed by all the nobles luid ciiief citizens. His 
steward, Ippoliti, rode before him, hearing a naked 
sword high over his head, while drums were beat 
and trumpets souuded, and the people shouted 
"Long live the house of Gonzaga." A week after- 
wards the last honours were paid to the dead ruler> 
and Fedenco rode in state at the head of twelve 
hundi-ed princes of his home to S, Francc-sco, Here 
his father's corpse was laid on a sumptuous cata- 
fiUque hung \inth banners and lighted with blazing 
torches, crowned with an effigy of the dead prince in 
armour.' Federico's old tutor, Francesco Vigilio, 
delivered a funeral oration on the following day, 

' Mnrio Eijutcoln, Cammcniarii, od. J<>07. 
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after which the new Marquis received the foreign 
ani)3Jtss»dors and gave audience to the cliief citizens 
of Mantua and the neighbouring towns. During the 
next weeks the widowed Marchc^a received letters 
and visits of condolence, not only, as Bandello re- 
nmrkcil, from ail parts of Italy, hut from all quarters 
of the civilised world. Ambassadors from France, 
Spain, and Germany came to offer her their respectful 
sympathy. Pope Leo X., who, in spite of his base 
and treacheTOiis conduct towards Isabellas kindred 
of Crbino and Fcriai-a, always profeaseJ iiiiceit; r^ard 
for her, sent his secretary, Pietro Bembo, in June to 
Mantua to otter his condolences and present his 
eongratulations to Fedcrico; and, at the Marchesa's 
invitation, this old friend paid her a visit at Mannirolo, 
where she was spending the summer. Even Cardinal 
Bibbiena, who could hardly appear in Isabella's 
presence after taking the fidd against her son-iu-law, 
sent a courteous note from Brescello on his way 
back from France, professing the warmest sentiments 
of affection and regretting his inability to visit her in 
person. 

One of the kindetst letters which Isabella received 
on tliis occasion was from her aiater-in-law, Lucrezia 
Borgia*' Duke Alfonso, alanncd by the Fopt:*?^ 
secret de^igns against Fcrrara, ha<l gone to the court 
of France to seek the help of his ally. King Francis L» 
and only heard of his brother-in-law's death on his 
return home. Meanwhile Lucrezia wrote on the 3Ist 
of March to express her deep regret at the death of a 
prince who had always bc^i a good friend to her, 
"This bitter loss," she wrote to Isabelht, "has 
afflicted me so deei>ly that, instead of being able to 
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comfort, others. I am in sore need of comfort myself. 
I grieve from my henit for Your Excellency in this 
great sorrow, and can never express how much grief 
it has caused me- But since it has thus pleased God, 
we must bow to His will, and I know Your Higlmess 
will bear this grief with your well-known courage and 
wisdom." The poor Duchess was herself in a critical 
state of health- On the lith of June she gave birth 
to ft dead child, and ten days afterwards «he breathed 
her la^ in the arni» of her husband, on the night of 
the 24tlL Two days before her death, feeling that 
her last hour was near, she dictated a touching letter 
to Pope Leo X„ begging foi' his blessing and prayers, 
and commending her husband and children to liis 
oare. Alfonso's grief wa^s deep and real. He had 
been tenderly attached to this " dear partner of lus 
life," as he tailed tlie wife whom he had so reluctantly 
married, and he fainted away at the fimeral, and had 
to be carried into the sacristy of the church mid 
revived with agua vitw. Giovanni Gonzaga, who 
was present, found the whole city plunged in mourn- 
ing, and heard "wonderful things'' of the goodness 
and piety of the lamented Duchess/ 

Another personal loss which aifccted Isabella 
very closely was tlie deatli of her faithful secretary. 
Ilenedetto Capilupi, who liad been her daily com- 
panion and assistant ever since her marriage His 
health had long been failing, and he died towards 
the close of 1518, a few montlis before the Marquis 
Francesco. The choice of a new secretary was a 
nmtler of great intporlance to the Marchess, and 
after long consideration she eventually appointed 

^ Zucchctti, "Lucrciia Bor^in/' ]i. 91, &c. ; Gregorovios, "L. 
Bof^a," p. S92, 
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Mario Equicola to the vacant post. "It is especi- 
ally impoitant," she wrote to her brother Alfonso, 
on the 23rd of May 1519, " to have a secretary who 
is agreeable to the Siguor Marchese, and as he and 
all my family arc in favour of Mario I haAx made 
liim my secretary/* Both as a refined I^atin s<Jiolar 
and a skilled diplonmtist, Kquieola was especially 
qualified for the post And from the time that 
Federico was a Iwy in Rome he had ingratiated 
himself with him by sanding him mev<;ages from 
his mothers Hvely maidfi-of-honour, especially Aldn 
Boiarda, and that Isabella La^^agnola with whom 
Slarios oM'n name had been repeatedly associated, 
much to tlie Marchesa's displeasure. Certainly the 
young Marquis honoured ^Ia^ic^ with many tokens 
of his favour, and bestowed several U:crative offices 
upon him during the first months of his reign. On 
the whole Equicola sensed Isabella well, although 
in the last years of his life, when dissensions arose 
between Federico and his mother, he had a difficult 
part to play, and in his anxiety to worship tlie 
rising snin, did not always remember the loyalty 
whicli he owed to his mistress. 

Meanwhile news reached Mantua of tl^ sudden 
death of the PopeVs nephew, I^orenzo dci Medici. 
This weak and dissohitc prince expired at Florence 
on the -tth of May, only a few days after his French 
wife, Madeleine de la Tour (rAuvergnc, leaving an 
infant princess who afterwards became known in 
history as Catherine dei Medici. This unexpected 
event renved the hopes of Fmnceseo Maria, M'hose re- 
storation to tlic throne of Urbino was eagerly desired 
by (lis old subjects. But Isabella and Feilerico bolh 
At Uitii their own interests were at stake, and 
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refused to help the Duke in siny rash attempt to 
recover hi.s throne. The favour of Pope Leo X, 
was of the utmost importance to the young Marqui!»r 
and in order to secure this he and his mother agreed 
to send Castiglione to Rome to obtain ceitain con- 
cessions from the Pope regarding the salt duties 
payable by the State to the Holy See* and at the 
same time plead the cause of the exiled Duke. Leo 
X., however, was inflexible on this latter point, and, 
iituuedialely jifter his iiephew's death, tlie amiexa- 
tion of the duchy of Urbino to the Papal States 
was proclaimed* On all oUier mattei^s His Hohness 
showed himself very favourably (lisposed tow:irHs the 
young Marquis, and sent Isabella the mos^ gracious 
me&sages. 

Among the other commissiDns with which the 
Srlarche^sa had charged Castighone on this occasion 
was that of obtaining a design for her husband's 
tomb from Michel Angelo or RaphaeL The Count 
naturally applied first of all to his dear friend, and 
on the Srd of June, he wrote to inform Isabella 
of the imexpected success which had attended his 
application to the great master of Urbino* " As to 
what Your Excellency writes regarding tlie drawings 
for the tomb, I hope that by this time your wish 
is satisfied, and tliat you have received Raphaers 
— to my mind — altogether appropriate design, 
from the hands of Monsigiiore Tricarico [Lodov^ico 
da Cano!>sa]. Michel Angelo was not in Rome, so 
there was no one but Raphael to whom I could 
apply, and 1 feel sure his drawing will please you." * 
The monument, however, was never erected, and 
Raphaels sketch has unfortunately disappeared. A 

^ CuniKiri ^aiixit di Hafaetht &c. 



I 
I 



RAPHAEL'S FOUTRAIT 



101 



singular fAt^ity has Attended all the works vhich 
the l-'rbinftte executed for the Gonzag&s. We saw 
how tlie portrait of Federico was left unfmishcd at 
the moment of Julius the Seconds death. After 
the young prince's departure, either Raphael liimself 
or one of his assistants completed tlie portrait, which 
M'as found by Castiglionc in the pos?ie8sion of one 
of Cardinal CoIonnaN servants, nine month-s after 
Kaphaefs death. '* I hear/ wrot« the Count to 
his lord on the Ist of .(anuary 1521, "that a portrait 
of Your Excellency, paint*,^! by the hand of RaphacK 
is here in Rome, and belongs to a servant of the 
Most Reverend Colonna. 1 have tried to buy it. 
but the owner will not part from it for an>"thing 
in the M'orld. I have therefore applied to the said 
Cardinal, telling him that Your Excellency knows 
this portrait is in Rome, and has desired uic to 
procure it for you, )so I tliiiik the Cai'dinal will 
manafje Ui make you a present of it." * Fedcrieo was 
delighted to hcitr of Castigliones discover)', am) 
when, on the 19th of February, the precious portrait 
reached Mantua, he expressed his warmest thanks 
to Cardinal Colonna for a gift which was more 
acceptable to bim than anything el^ in the world. 
Raphael's portrait is mentioiicxi again in a letter 
addressed to Federico at the time of his mairiage 
by Ippolito Calandra in October lJ8h At that 
time the ducal apartments in the Ca^ftcllo w*ere 
being decorated to receive the prince's bride, and 
among the pic*tiires that were hung under (liulio 
Romano's direction in one hall, Calandra mentions 
** the portrait of Your Excellency by Mcsscr Tiziano, 
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and that which Raphael of Urbino painted of Your 
Excellency in Rome" * 

A hundred yean* later, wlieii Duke Vinccnxo 
II. sold the greater part of his priceless collection 
to Charles I,, we find a small bust-portrait of the 
first Duke Federic^o as a boy. in amiour, amonj^ 
the entries in the invcntoiy of 1627, The picture ■ 
certainly came to England, and is eorrccUy described 
in A' an der Doort's catalogue of the pictures at 
Whitehall and St- Jainess in 1039, a*. *'The Marqiiis 
of Mantua, who by Charles V, was made first Duke 
of Mantua— 5i inches by 8} inches. A Head, on fl 
panel, of a young man with long locks, wearing a red 
hat, with a mediJ." This, it is dear, was Caradosso's 
relief of Hercules, which Fcdcrico wore when he 
sat to Itaphacl for his portrait. At the sale of the 
royal collection during the Commonwealth, this 
portrait was described as ''A Marquis's Head, by 
Raphael, and appraised at £2CK)/* According to 
Passavant, the jwrtrait was bought for Cardinal 
Richelieu, after whose death it returned to Kngland, 
and was seen by Dr. W'aagen in the I-.uey collection 
at Charlecotc Park. Warwickshire, About twenty 
years ago it was sold tu a London dealer, and has 
not been heard of since.* 

When Isabella herself was in Rome» she had, as 
we have seen,' asked Raphael to paint a little picture 
for her studio, and after her return to Mantua, 
begged Agostino Gouzaga to remind the master of 
his promise. In June 1512, Ago^^tino replied that 

' I'ungllcotii, EJogiot J>. 1»«. D'Arcc, op. tH., ii. IJW, 

• CUitdc Fliilliju, "Tilt: lecture Gallery of Cli*rlc» I.," |i. 80 
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he had spoken to llaphael, ^rho pi^oiuised to b^n 
the work shortly. But, knowing by experience 
how vain these assurances often proved, the Alarchesa 
thought it well to call in Castigliones help. Ac- 
cordingly, when the Count came to Mantua that 
summer, she begged him to use his influence with 
Raphael on her behalf, and on the St!i of Nnvember, 
he wrote from Urbino to tell her of his efforts in 
this direction. 

'' When I lefl Mantua, Your Excellency de>in:d 
me to induce Haphael to paint your picture. So I 
wTote to him dirertly I reached [.Jrhino, and he 
replied that he would gladly satisfy your wish. 
After that I went to Uonic and entreated him so 
earnestly that he promised to put all his other works 
aside to work for Your Highness* Now he nsks me 
to send the measurements of the picture, and the 
particulars of the lighting, so that he may set to 
work without delay. So, if Your Excellency will 
send nie these, ! will see to the rest, and only await 
your orders."* 

Isabellfi replied in the following letter : — 
*' Dearest and magnificent Knight, — I have not 
lUSWLTed your letter uf the 8th before, as I was 
awaiting a trusted messenger. Now I send my 
horscntan, and thank you warmly for your good 
offices with Itaphael of Urbino. and for persuading 
him to gratify my wish. And for the further exe- 
cution of thi*i kind service, I send you by mv horse- 
man the canvas for the picture, together with the 
measiu'cmcnts and lighting, whk-h you will forward 
to Raphael, 'pegging him to b^in the work and 
paint it at his ronvenience, assuring him, ne\"cr- 
tlteless, that the sooner he caji ser\"c me, the better 
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pleased I shall be," ' Mantiia, Xovember 80, 

1515- 

But neither Castiglione's powers of persuasionj 

nor Kaphaci's aflection for his friend could avail' 
anything. When tlie Count returned to Rome ii^ 
1519, the Marehesa'^i picture was still uaHni^hcd^f 
and the Duke of Ferraras envoy, Paolucci, wrote 
to his master: " I have been to see M. Baldassarre 
Cftstiglione, with whom I spoke of Raphael, and 
he told me that for a long time past he had been 
painting a picture fur Madaina ta Marchesaita, but 
was so busy witli other things that he only worked 
at it in his presence. And the Count feels certain 
tlmt, when he is gone, he will work at it no more ! '' * 

Unfortunately, the Count left Ron>e in Novembe^ 
1519, and since Raphael died in the following 
April, we may conclude that Isabella's picture re^^ 
mained uufiiushed. Tiiere is no furtlier mention o^ 
tlie coveted work in her correspondence, or in the 
inventories of her collection. Ail we know is that 
among the " Mantuan pieces" bought by Charles 
there were two pictures bearing the great L'rbinate^ 
name. One of these was the Holy Family, known 
" La Perla," a picture painted in Raphael's latter da 
and cbielly by the hands of o^jsistants^ fur I.xxlovicx» 
da Canossa, which was afterwards acquired by Duke 
Vincenzo I. The other was a tfuadrcfto, described 
in the inventory of the Kings sale as a Little Virgin 
and Christ, and valued at the high price of £f)00. 
Mr. Claude Phillips suggests that tJiis little picture 
may have been the Vicrgc dc la Maison d'Orl^ans, 
now at Chantilly, wliich was probably tlie qumlrct 

" Luaio, "Fcderico Gotiu^a/' p. 68L 
' Campari^ ojj. «i-, p, I*, 
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painted f<ir Diikc GuMoh^iIclo a{ ITrbino, and may 
have been j^ven to Isabella by Iier fion-in-law. If, 
on the contrary, as Campori thinks, the Ijittic Virgin 
of the Vrantuan collection wa*i the picture painted 
by Raphael for the Marohesa in the last years of his 
life, it could not have been the Chanlilly Madonna, 
which esidently belongs to an earlier period. But 
there i^ a Madonna nf the Roman period^ only partly 
the work of Raphael, which may well have been 
finished after his death by some inferior band. Tbin 
is the fascinating picture known as the Rogers 
Madonna, which was exhibited last winter at Bur- 
linj^ton House, and is now the property of Miss 
Macintosh. Like the Chantilly Madonna, this 
Virgin and Child belonged to the Orlt^^ans collection, 
ojid may equally have come to England from 
Mantua. It is therefore possible that this sadly 
injured paintings which still retains the matchless 
charm of Raphaers <lcsign, may be the picture on 
which Castiglione watched the great master at work 
in the last days of his life, and for wliich Isabella 
waited so long in vain. 

Castiglione's letters to the Marchesa contain several 
other alluAions to the wonderful work» which were 
crowded into Raphaers la^t year. In a letter of June 
1«, he writes; " His Holiness takes more delight in 
music than ever, and enjoys every variety of his 
favourite art. He also takes ^freat pleasure in archi- 
tecture, and is always doing something new in his 
palace. The latc?:t addition is a loggia, painted and 
adorned with stuccoes in the ontiquc style. This is 
the w*urk uf Raphael, and is perhaps mure beautiful 
than anything which has lieen seen in modem times.*' 

In the sAine letter Ctustiglione alludes to an event 
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which bad stirred Roman society to its depths* A 
brilliant Flemish scholar. Christophe LHsngueit, after 
winning the highest honours at tlie University of 
Pai-ts, came to Rome in the year 1516, and quickly 
acquired a wlOI - drservcd fame in learned inrcles, 
Kra^tnus, Reginald Pole, Bembo, and Sadoleto all 
numbered him among their friends, and it was 
propo?>ed to confer the honour uf Roman citizen- 
ship upon him in recognition of certain orations 
which he had pmnounced in praise of the Eternal 
City. This proposal excited the jealousy of a strong 
party in the Roman Academy, who looked coldly on 
foreign humanists ; and a young Roman, of noblo 
birth and higli attainments, named Cclso Mcllini. 
boldly accu^^ Loiigueil of high treason, on account 
of an old oration in which he had formerly ventured 
to declare that France and Paris were greater than 
Italy and Rome. The most intense excitement 
prevailed on both side«. and crowds ftssembled in 
the great hall of the Capitol to iicar Mellini deliver 
his Latin oration before the Pope, Uie Cardinal-it and 
Senators of Rome. The tempest of enthusiasm and 
rage which the young orators speech excited is de* 
scribed by Castiglionc in his usual lively style. 

"A young Fleming, called Longolio/' be writes 
to Isabella, "lately came to Rome, and is pTx>nounced 
by ail who know hira to be a most learned man. It 
seems that he aakcd the Conscrvatori to make him a 
Roman citizen, and that his request was granted. 
Alterwards it was discovered that some time ago, 
when lie was very young, he had made an oration in 
favour of France, in which he condemned many 
things in Rome, and placed the French above Uie 
l^mans in all things. Then a young Roman* not 
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yet twenty years, a son of Mario Mcllini. sprang up 
and delivered h long and eloquent oration in the 
fiuest po^fiible niuniier. He attacked Longolio in 
the Pope's presence with !*o much power and pathos 
that every one wc|)t to hear him describe Uic eala- 
mitieH which Imve befallen the city of Home, and 
filled the hearts of his hearers with such hatred 
against the guilty man that every one declared if the 
Pope had not been present and I^ongoHo had been 
there, he would have Ijcen thrown out of the windows 
and cut to pieces. And llin lioHncs^ hiimelf con* 
fesi^ that he was deeply moved. Now a utost 
eloquent oration is expected from longolio in liis 
defence, which will be recited before the Pope by 
aiioUiei' noble Roman youth, for this Longolio has 
many supporters among the mo«tt learned men here, 
Buch as Itembo, SadoIeto» Jo, Batt Casanova, Bishop 
Porcaro, Capclla, and others. So you see that we 
shall have a whole collection of Latin orations, which 
I will trj" and send Vour Kxcellency," ' 

Luckily for poor Longueil's safety, he had left 
Rome secretly before the trial and returned to Paris. 
An eloquent Latin defence from his pen was 
aften^'ards printed bv his friends, in which he 
niaiiituincd that he had broken no Itonmn laws, but 
wa.s tlie vietim of the envy and hatred uf the lloiuaii 
sclK^ars. Even tlie Pope, who had been moved to 
tears by Cel-so Mcllinis spc-cch, confessed that the 
young Romjin might be the more eloquent, but that 
the Fleming had the better case. Celso. however, 
was the hero of tlie hour. The Archdeacon of Mantua 
spoke of him as another Cicero, nnd told Kquicola 
how* after the trial, hLs fatlier, Mario Mellini, enter- 

' D. GncU, GindiMio, p. 54. 
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tabled the whole Academy at a banquet at his viUa 
on Monte Mario, while his rival fted from Rome 
in fear of his life. Celso was taken into the Pope's 
household and loaded with honours and rewards, and 
I-ongueil consoled himself in the conipmiy of Erasmus 
iit Louvain.^ Before long, liowcvcr, hi« iiinooence was 
triumphantly vindicated ; he was offered the L-atin 
chair at Florence by Cardinal Giulio dci Medici^ and 
invited to return to Rome and receive the hoaours of 
citizenship, Hut he preferred to settle at Padua, near 
his friend Hcmlio, and died of fever at Venice in 15*22, 
His brilliant rival's career was also prematurely cut 
sborl Only a few months after the famous scene in 
the Capitol, he was drowned in a swollen torrent as 
he rude into Rome, from the Pope's villa of La 
Magliana, on a dark and stormy November night. 
All the poets at the papal court lamented the ill- 
fated youth in their verses, and the Pope himself 
wrote an elegy in hh honour. Isabella d'Este, 
who had taken the deepest interest in the whole 
of this curious storj% alludes to his death in the same 
lettei" in which she sorrows over the untimely close of 
Raphael's life. On that fatal Easter Eve, when Rome 
was tilled with mourning and consternation, one of 
the Marchesa*s many coir&spondents, Messer Pandolfo 
Pi(!0 dclla Mirandoia. who often sent her news when 
Castiglione and her otlier friends were absent, took 
up his pen itnd wrote this memorable letter : — 

" To tlie must illustrious ajid excellent lady, 
Madama la Marchessna di Mantova. Although, in 
these holy days, our thoughts should be wholly 
occupied in confession and devout exercises, I will 
not fail to pay my diity to Vour Kxcelleac^. For 

1 V. Oah, Giant, fH^ xIjl 150. 
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the moment. I have but one thing to tell you. This 
is the deatli of Rnphael of Urbijio, who passed nway 
last night, that is to say, on the night of Good 
Friday, leaving this court plunged in the mo:*t 
profound and univereal grief for the ruin of those 
hopes of the greatest things which were expeeted 
from him, and whieb, had Ik- livecl to realise them, 
would have been the glory of thi?i age. And indc^l, 
«ft ever)' one says, u-e hiid a right to expect the 
greutcst tilings from him, ?^eeing those which he had 
already aecuinplishcd, and the sltll grander workn 
which he bad begun. The heavens liave proclaimed 
this death by one of those signs which marked the 
deiLth of Christ, when the rocks were opened. Lapidcs 
$a^gi sunt. In the same way, tJie Pope's palace Iuls 
cracked in such a manner that the building is tlireat- 
ened with ruin, and His Holiness bus fled in terror 
from hib rooms and has gone to those built by Pope 
Innocent VIII. Here we talk of nothing but the 
death of this great man, who lias ended his first life 
at the age of thirty-tliree. His second life^ tlmt 
immortal fame which knows neither time nordeatlu 
will endure eternally, both by reason of his M'orks and 
by the labours of the scholars who will write his 
praises, and who will tuid in him a never-faibtig theme 
The said Kaphael was very honourably buried in the 
KotondA, where he hu\ desired a monument to be 
placed at the cost of 1000 ducats, and bad endowed 
tlic chapel of his sepulchre uitli the same amount. 
He has also left 300 ducats to each of his ser^'anbi. 
Yesterday we heard from Florence tliat Michel ^Vngclo 
M'as ill. — Your most faithful servant, Pani>olko di 
Pico dell.\ Mhianiwi-a " ' Koine, April 7, 1520. 

> Camjwri, So^ti^di Raff^fih, p. IS, 
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Isabella replied on the 16th, from Mantua, by the 
pen of her secretary. iMario Equicola, whose style we 
recognise in the following note : — 

"Messer I^andolfo, — In reply to yours of the 7th. 
I htiVf natliitig to say hut that I grieve deeply for the 
death of Messer Raplmel, a man wortliy of immortal 
fame and master of the painter's art. God has taken 
fVoni U.S what He has given to no other, but the laws 
of Nature are inevitable and Fate has fixed the term 
of life. Therefore we must be patient- V\'e have 
heard of the verses written on the premature death 
of the clever Mellini. Tf we were to grieve few so 
gifted a youth as much as his merit deserves, our 
sorrow would be endless, but to observe moderation 
in all tilings and to obey the voice of reason is atone 
wortliy of prai.se- We would be glad to sec those 
verses. Blessed indeed is he whose death has been 
celebrated by the Pope I What greater praise could 
he have, or hy w'hat greater personage could he be 
lamented i Farewell/' ' 

1 Liuio t ReulcTr Meutova, p. ^33. 
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Titiwn visits NfnntUA — AdroircK Mmntexnii's vrorJts — Visit of the 
|Mi|>al nuiicb ChiericrtU — Hi* kUera to Iirdbella from S}>aiii 
And En^fland — Description of the court of Henr)' VUL 
— Pil^mAgc to (fcTand, nnd strung advenltirts — The 
Aweatiax ricknejw in London— Chiericali helps EsdbclU to 
restore friendly reUtioa^ with Cbftri<?s V, — Her influcnc^e and 
tliiit of C4istI^I]ODc at the Vntioan — DcAth of [pjioliU "forelH 
— Lcttcn of the Marcheaa and her Bon to CflStiglionc — DcAth 
of QirdiiuiL Bibbienft. 

Five ntontlLs before HuphacI died in RomCr Titian 
paid his first visit to Mantua. In the autttmn of 
1519, the Venetian muster was engaged in painting 
his ffrcat series of liacchanals for Alfonso d'Kste in 
the Castello of P'errara. and look advantage of a 
tournament that was held at the duea] court, to pay 
a flying visit to Mantua in company with the court 
painter Do^so npssi* Ii>abella wa!> unfortunately 
absent at Mimnirolo. and only heard of Messcr 
Tiziano^s visit afterwards from her faithful corre- 
spondent Girolamo da Sestola. On the 22nd of No- 
vember the old music master sent her the following 
note: — 

''Dear and most illustrious Lady, — Some days ago 
M, Dosw and M. 'nriano^ another good master who 
is making a Hne painting here in Ferrara for the Lord 
Duke, went to Mantua. He saw all Mantej^nas 
works, and praised them greatly to our Si^'nor, and 
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he aUo praised your Studios. BuU above all, he ad- 
mired your Tondo exceedingly, and calls it the finest 
thing tliat he has ever seen. Our Signer has one 
here, but Titian says that yours is incomparably 
the finest. I commend myself, as ever, to Your 
Higliness. — Your servant, Giaoi^mo da Sr^'ula* 
coUedCholgiu,"* 

There con, wc think, be little doubt that the 
T(yndovc\\\i:h Titian admired so much wa^ Mantegna's 
famous fresco in the vault of the Sala degli Sposi, 
with the blue sky above, and the laugliing putli^ the 
blue-breasted peacock, and womcTi\ heads looking 
over tlie parapet, Tliis wonderful perspeL'tive of 
Andi-ea's invention excited the lulmimtiou of alt the 
foremost paiiilei's uf Lhc age, and thci'c wji^ nothing 
to compare with it either at Mantua or at Ferrara. 
A painter in Alfonso's service, Ercole (irandi, had^ 
it is true, a^loptcd a similar method in a freseo with 
which he decorated the roof of a hall at Kcrrara. 
hut, as Titiiui justly pronounced, Mantegna's Tondo 
M'as far finer, and tlie Marchesa luid good reason to 
be pixiud of tliLs unrivalled masterpiece. 

Another distinguishe*! stranger mIio visited Man- 
tua Mobile Isabella was spending the fir>t months of her 
widowhood ui comparative seclusion, was the papal 
nuncio Francesco Chiericati- Since the days when 
the Marchesa met the clever Vicentine secretary at 
Milan during Muxhnilian Sforf^a's brief reign, he had 
risen high in Pope Leo's favouj-, and had been 
employed on many important missions. But he 
never wavered in his loyalty to the Gonzagas, or 
failc<l to keep Isabella informed of political events, 
as well a-s of the strange experiences and adventures 

> Luaio in Emporiun^ l<#00, |», 431. 
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tJiat he met with in distnnt lands. From Spftin he 
sent her a " Treatise on the History of Castile," which 
greatly delighted her, when she w(w spcndir^ the 
summer of 1515 at Porto, and when he went to 
England as papal nuncio at the close of the year, 
he wrote a whole series of interesting and amusing 
letters, in which he describes these unknown regions 
for her benefit Chiericati was certainly fortunate in 
tlie moment of his visit to our sliot-es. He ciune to 
London when, early in the reign of Henry VIlI-,thc 
young King's accession had inspired all lovers of 
learning with tlie highest hopes, in tlio?>e happy days 
when his friend Erasmus of Hotterdarn declared that 
the English court cx>ntaiiied more persons of real 
knowledge and ability than jmy nniversity in Europe, 
The Italian nuncio eould not contain his ainuzemcnt 
at the high degree of civilisation and cultiu'c which 
he found in this biu'harous land. His letters to Isa- 
bella abound in praises of the wonderful King, who 
could sing and play on all manner of instruments, 
who was so gallant a rider :md fine a soldier, and at 
the same time governed his land so wisely, and was 
so generous a friend to scholars — a King indeed, as 
Erasmus said, wlio might well bring hack the golden 
age, Chiericati spent Palm Sunday with King Henry, 
and wjis charmed with the youthful monarch's genial 
manners, and deeply impressed with his wisdom in 
the choice of his minister, the Cardinal of Yoik, 
who governed the realm with such prudence and 
sagacity. The fame of the Mantuan court had 
penetrated even to tliis far-oflT corner of the AVcst, 
Henry told the nmicio there were no horses to 
equal those which the .Marquis had sent him from 
his stables, and which he always rode on state 
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occasiom. and expressed the greatest satisfaction 
when he hcani that Francesco Gonzaga was training 
some more for lus use. His Highness also set great 
store on a musician from Brescia, who had been 
sent to his conrt with a recommendation from the 
Marquis, and was desired hy tlie King to wait on 
Hi!< Excellency, vrhea he returned to Italy^ and take 
hun Henry's cordial salutations. Both the King 
and his brother-in-law, the Duke of Suftblk, sent 
tJie Marchesa word how gladly they would wel- 
come a visit from one of her sons, and Cardinal 
Wolsey told Chiericati that, if it plea*£cd Her Excel* 
lency to send Fedcrico, or either of his brothers, to 
England, he would be a fatlier and protector to the 
young prince. In June 1517. Count Jacques de 
Luxembourg, accompwiicd by several Spanish cour- 
tierv and prelate?^, arrived in London on an embassy 
from Charles V., to invite Hemy to join in a new 
league with him and the Emperon The nuncio 
was present at the iuugni5ccnt reception given to 
the^ie envoys by Uie Kiiig, who wurc a .suiiiptuuus 
rohe of cloth of gold, in the Mungnrian style, while 
his nobles were all clad in gold brocade, and wore 
the finest chains imd collars which Chiericati had 
ever seen. A week of festivities followed ; hanqiiets 
were given by the Cardinal and Lord Mayor, and 
one day the King inWtcd the ambassadors and the 
nuncio to dine privately with him in the Queen's 
rooms. " This, I am told, isa very unusual thing." re* 
marks tlic writer. " The King himself sang and played 
all kinds of different instruments with rare talent, and 
then danced, and made the Count dance> and gave 
hini a fine horse with rich trappings, and a vest of 
gold brocade trimmed with sables, worth TOO ducats." 
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'*On St Peter's Day," continues Chiericati. "all the 
ambassadors of the league went to court, and the King 
heard mass in the Capella Grande below» and wore his 
royal robes of brocade and cnninc, and a train resplen- 
dent with jewels, carried by pages-" Rut the finest 
sight of all was the tournament held on the Feast of 
the Translation of St. Thomas of Canterbury, in a 
piazza three times as large as that of S. Pietro of Man- 
tua, surrounded by walls, with tiers of seats occupied by 
thousands of spectators, with two great puvitions of 
crlotli of gold oil either side. The King appeared uii 
horseback in a white damask surcoat* embroidei^ed with 
hLs deWce of roses in rubies and diamonds, witli a 
helmet on bis head, and a richly jewelled breast- 
plate valued at 300,000 ducat:*. He was followed by 
forty knights on white horses, with bridles and harnc»i 
of pure silver, worked in rtiel/o witli the King and 
Queen^s uiitials and devices, upon whieb all the gold- 
smiths in tlie city liad been empIoye<] for the last 
four months. *' The Duke of Suffolk [Sufon-he in 
tlie nuncio's spelling] mdc out at the head of a 
similar troop from the opposite pavilion, and when lie 
met the King in single fight, we seemed to see Hectnr 
Olid Acliilles. After this encounter, the King took 
oQT lib armour and appeared in blue velvet, em- 
broidered with gold bells, attended by twenty-four 
|)ages in the same livery, and rode before the Queen 
on a very tall white horse, prancing and leaping as 
it went, and when he had tired out one liorse, he 
went back to his tent and mounted another."' 

The banquet whidi followed in the Palace of 
Whitehall was on a magnificent scale: the gold and 
silTcr plate piled ou tlie sideboards was worth a 
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king's ransom, and every variety of meat, pmUtrj', 
gaine, and fish was served at table. All tlic dishes 
were borne before the King by figures of elephants, 
panthers, tigers* and other animals, admirably de- 
signed ; hut the finest things in Chierieatis eyes 
were tlic jellies mmle in the shape of oastles, towers, 
churches, and animnls of every variety, *' as beauti- 
ful and closely copied as pos^sible." '* To sum 
upr he adds, "most illustrious Mndanm, here in 
England we find all the wealth and delights in the 
world. Those who call the English barbarians are 
themselves barbarians ! Here we see magnificent 
costumes, rare virtues, and the finest courtesy. And, 
best of all, here we have this invincible King, who is 
endoM^ed witli so many excellent virtues that he 
seems to me to surpass all others who wear a crown 
in these times. Ulessed and happy is the country 
which is ruled by so worthy and excellent a prince I 
1 would i-ather live under hi^ mild and gentle sway 
than enjoy the gru^tcst freedom under any other 
form of government I *' ' 

In a postscript to this long letter, dated die 10th of 
July 1517t the nuncio informs LsaMla that the King 
and Queen are leaving J/ondon to spend the summer 
in tlie country, and that he and liis suite are going to 
Hibemia to see the Purgatory of St Patrick and atl 
the other wonderful things in that island, of ^vhich he 
has heard su much, and wliich he wilt describe to her 
on his return. It was many weeks, however, before 
Chiericati was able to fulfil his promise, and when he 
did so, he was obliged to confess that the experiences 
which he had met with in Ireland were haitlly those 
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which he hud expected to find in the Island of the 
Saints. 

"You must know/' he wrote from Middclburg in 
Zeelaiid on Uie 2dth of August, " tltat wc left London 
with letters from the King, and. after travelling five 
days, reached a eity called Chiustm [CheslerJ, and 
crossed the sea in a day and night to Dublino^ one of 
the three metropolitan cities of Hibernia- It is full 
of people and ships, which export salt fi^h, leather, 
horses, and cattle, and take back wine and mcrchan- 
disc. Here we were courteously entertainwl by the 
Archbishop and the Count of Cfdldaiia [Kildare], 
the riceroy of the island, and went on with letters 
from them to Dromore, a eity in a pleasant plain, and 
five miles further to Danmhh [Dundalk], om^ a 
famous city, but now in ruins. After another day's 
journey of twenty-four miles, we reached Armavana 
[Armagh], the seat of the primate, which has an 
abbey of canons, but is verj' desolate. Here you 
find yourself in the mid!>t of savage people, and 
leaving t!ie sea, begin to enter the hills. Twenty 
mileH fiirthcr we reached the walled city of (Jlochet^ 
[ClogherJ, which is full of thieves, and twelve miles 
from that another town called Omagh, also full of 
thieves. Then wc entered Tyrone, a countrj' full of 
forests, lakes, and swamps, where the dominion of 
England ceases and a native count reigns. Here 
are many rivers where, in May and June, pearls are 
found hidden in the oysters on the rocks. During 
those two months, clouds of black fog settle on the 
rivers in the early morning, and when the sun rises 
they melt into dew, aikd if by accident a drop falls 
into an open o)'ster it congeals into a hard white 
substance. These are those pearls which are called 
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178 



THE PURGATORY 



Scottish pearls* and the people find so many of them 
tliat tJiey dri\^e a thriving trade. Here we reached the 
Imnks of a Uke [Lough Dcrg], which is four miles 
round and has a rocky island in the centre, 30 steps 
lonjj by 1(1 wide, which is palled the Purgatory of St, 
Patrick, and is inhabited by three c^anons. By sound- 
ing a horn and waving a white handkerchief on the 
end of a pole, we summoned one of the canons* two 
ser\'ants, who rowed us one by one across the lake in 
a rude bark made of a hollow beech-trunk, for which 
we paid a penny each. Here we landed and found a 
little oratory, with a hut and tjihies for the canons- 
In front of the church door ai'e the three cabins of 
St Bridget. St, Patrick, and St- CoUiniI>a. Behind, 
towanls the east, is the well uf SL Patrick, a cave in 
which the saint is said to have slept It holds twelve 
people, and has an iron door; but 1 did not go inside, 
fearing to see teirible things. So I remained outside, 
standing three steps from the door, and the canons 
went in with two pine torches. I looked at the roof, 
which is a rock like a mill-stone, and when you strike 
it yuu hear an eclio, and this has given rise to Uie 
fables we hear about St. Patrick's weU. T^vo of my 
comi>anions entered tJie cave with five other pilgrims, 
but I think my penance was worse than thein, as I 
had to await their nrtum almost ten days I and during 
that time I consumed the greater part of the victuals 
we bad brought wth us. On the day of your arrival 
you make your will, if you hhve anytliing to leave I 
Then you confess and fast on bread and water for 
nine days, and \isit the three cabins every hour, say* 
ing any nimiber of pi^ayers. And you have to stand 
in the lake, some up to the knees, others half-way 
up tlieir bodies, and some up to their uecksl At, 
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the end of nine days you hear mass, communiaite, 
and are blessed and si^ed with holy wnter^ and go 
with the cross before you to the gate of St. Patrick's 
welL Then you go iaside and the door is closed, 
and not opened until the next day, a.s you have to 
stay there twenty-four honrs. The rock is pierced 
on one side and a dish with food is put in through 
this hole by one of the canons, who stands there and 
exliorts the pilgrims to be constant and not to be 
overcome by the temptations of the devil, for it is 
said that ail raanner of horrible \isions appear to 
them, and many come out idiots or madmen, because 
they have yielded to temptation- Of those who 
entered the cave when I was present, two saw such 
fearful things that one went nut nf his mind, and when 
he was questioned, declared that he had been beaten 
violently, but by whom he did not know, Another 
had seen beautiful women, who invited him to eat 
with them, and ollered him fruit and food of all 
sorts, and these were almost vanquished. The others 
saw and felt nothing but great c^old, imnfjer, and 
weakness, and came out half^dead the nesct day. 
We revived them as best we could, and their names 
were written in a book kept in the church, which 
contains the names of all the pilgrims who go there. 
The first name I read was that of Guarino da 
Durazzo, which I thought must be fabulous, but 
now I have found his journey described in an ancient 
parchment manusicript. The merit of entering this 
Purgatory ls,thcy say, that you not only receive plenary 
jiidulgcrnce, but that thi-ough the grace giantcd to 
St- Patrick you will not have to do penance for your 
sins in another world. V\'^e returned by the same 
road to Armagh, and after visiting the Abbey of 
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Vcrdelino travelled thirty-four miles fiirther to a city 
on the sea, called Don [Down], where 1 found a 
bishop who comes trom Viterbo, an old man of 114 
years. His church contains the bodies of St* Patrick, 
St Bridget, and St. Columba. and here we made a 
station of three days on our pilgrimage. In thi*i place 
I could not walk about the streets wtliout being 
purMicd by people, who came rumiing out of their 
house*! to kiss my clothes when they heanl that I was 
the Pope's nuncio, so I was forced to stay at home. 
Such is the annoyance which arises from over-much 
religion ! But the good old bishop treated me very 
kindly, and gave me some excellent Bshing, Here 
fisli are so plentiful that you can buy a sabnon of 
M lbs„ which would be worth a great deal in Italy, 
for a single penny! ' 

After visiting the stone sepulchre of a giant, 
48 feet long, and a spring, sacred to St Patrick, 
which possessed miraculous properties, the travellers 
returned to Dublin, and Chiericati concludes his 
letter to Isabella with the following summary' of his 
general impressions of Ireland ; — 

"The Island of Hibernia is beyond Scotland and 
England, and is a third larger in size. The air Ls 
very temperate and wanner than that of England, 
which is very curious- The King owns about a third 
part of the Kea-coast ; the rest of the country belongs 
to different lords^ who are little l)etler than pcajsants. 
They call the Pope Uieir king, and stamp the keys 
and triple tiara on their coins. The Count of 
Chzhlaria is the chief lord, and h a wealthy man 
and as civilised as an Englishman, and the maritime 
cities are also civilised. The country is poor, and 
only produce:! fish, cattle and chickens. An ox 



THE IRISH 



181 



is worth a ducat, a pair of capons arc sold for two<> 
peiietr. Fisli are Iiardly worth paying for. Tlie 
people are clever aiid cunning, and very warlike, 
and are always quarrelling aniouj; themselves. They 
live on oat-cake, and mostly drink milk or water. 
The men wear rioth shirts dipped in saffron from 
head to foot, shoes without stockings, and a grey 
cloak {sbamifi) and felt hat, and arc closely shaven, 
excepting on the chin. The women are very white 
and beautiful but dirty. They wear the same 
saffron-coloured shirts, and red caps A lit Co?*Mnff?w/a 
on their heads. They are very religious, but do not 
hold thtirft to he wrong, saying that it is sinful to 
have property and fortiuies of our own, and that 
they live in a state of nature, and have all things 
in common. And for this cause there are so many 
thieves, and you nin great risk of heing killed or 
robbed if you travel without a large escort. In 
the northern highland.s the people. I hear, are still 
more savage; they go naked, live in caverns, and 
eat raw mcfit. Thiii is all 1 could (ind out about 
the Inland of Hil>crnia and the well of St- Patrick^ 
and although it is not of great interest, I send this 
account to Your Excellency, knowing the inquiring 
nature of your mind, and that you not only like to 
hear important things, but to learn the smallest 
details regju'ding foreign lands/*' 

On his return to London early in August, the 
nuncio found a terrible outbre«k of the sweating sick- 
ness. This mysterious illness attuckt^ some persons 
quite suddenly, when they were walking and riding or 
travelling, and killed them in twelve, six, or even four 
hours. Nothing but corpses were seen lying about the 
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streets ; mnny members of the Cardinal's house- 
hold had fallen ill, and the \'enetian ambassador 
was among the victims. But what grieved him 
most of all was the death of hi^ dear friend, 
Aounonio of Lucca, tlie King^ Latin secretary, 
who was carried off by a sudden attack that M-eek. 
^^Altt^t*" he wrulc to Mantua^ ''this cruel sickness 
has robbed me of him in the short space of eiglit 
hours, and I am torn with a sorrow and anguish 
that can find no comfort." Leaving the stricrken 
dty. Chierieati hastened to the court of the Catholic 
King, ut Middelburg in Zeeland, and wrote to telt 
Xsabellu he hoped soon to return to Italy and pay 
his respects lu her in person. But urgent uifairs 
forced him to travel straight to Rome, whence he 
was sent in the following spring to Spain, and 
witnessed the trtuniphat entry of the young King 
Charles V. into Barcelona. After sending the 
Marchesa glowing accounts of the lovely gardens 
and myitlc and orange bowers of this delicious 
land, the nuncio went on to the south of France, 
where he met the Grsnd Ecuyer, our old friend 
Galeazzo di Sanseveriiio, at Montpelier, in April 
1519. Later in the summer he was at length able 
to obtain a brief holiday and visit his friends at 
Viceuza and Mantua. 

The Murchesa welcomed Chicricati warmly, and 
acquired niucli valuable tnfuriiiation from him, not 
only concerning his travels in distant lands, but 
r^^arding poUticat affairs. lie promi?>ed to use his 
influence on behalf of her son, both with his master 
the Pope* and with the new Emperor, Charles V., 
who was supposed to look coldly on tlie young 
Marquis as an ally of bis rival, Francis L The 
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nuncio succeeded in renewing friendly relations 
between the Gonzagas and this powerful monarch, 
and on his return to Rome, held repeated consulta- 
tions with CAStiglione as to the best means of 
advancing his master's interests. " After !ea\nng 
Your Excellency," he wi^ote to Isabella, on tlic 
28th of September, " 1 travelled straight to Rome 
and kissed the feet of the Holy Father. His 
Beatitude recdved me lovingly, and tells every one 
that he will not forget my lahonni. Mny God keep 
them ever before his eyes, I have written to His 
Catholic Majesty, as well as to Monseigneur de 
Chifevres and others at court, and told thera that 
1 have been at Mantua and found Vour Excellency 
and the Lord Marquis v*holly devoted to His 
Majesty's service, and gave them many excellent 
reasons for retaining the friendship of your State. 
I was obliged to write in this strain in order to 
remove the unfair prejudice whirh had arisen in 
His Majcsl/s mind against Voui- Kxcellency attd 
your son. And I said the same to His Majesty's 
ambassador here. If I go to Sp^)> I will not fail 
to let you know. It would he well to use the old 
cipher, but if it should he lost !>y any accident, I 
will take care to provide another/' ' 

Agiui)« ou Uie aotli uf October, Cliicricati wrote 
to give the 31archesa a few details of the treaty 
between Charles X. and the Pope, beg^ng her to 
keep her counsel until this alliance is made puUic, 
and remarking that she may be glad of a few H*raps 
of news, although stie ha^ so able and diligent an 
envoy as Castiglionc at the Vatican. Cardinal 
Egidio, he also informed Her Excdicticy, con- 

' B. Monohn, op. ciL, p. l64. 
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stantly be^^d to be retnembcrcd to her^ and wished 
her to Ije assured of his remliness to serve her on 
all occasions. Fortunately Pope Leo X., in si)tte 
of liis ambitious designs against FerraiB and enmity 
to the house of Kste, always retained the highest 
respect for tlie Marchess, and wlien Castiglionc re- 
turned to Mantua in November, he sent her a Latin 
letter expressing his unalterable admiration and affec- 
lion fur her person. Uiiduubtedly tlie wisdom and 
diplomacy of Isabella proved of the greatest service 
to lier son and State during tliese early years of 
his reign, and we detect the results of her influence 
at the Vatican in more than one of tlie political 
developments which marked the lajst days of Leo 
the Tenth's pontificate. The first object on which 
Isabella had set her heart was the elevation of her 
son Federico to the post of Captain-General of the 
Chm-ch. The second was the restoration of her 
younger nephew, Francesco Sforza, to the dukedom 
which bis elder brother had abdicated. Ever since 
the second conquest of Milan by the French, in 
1515, the chief pailisans of the Sforzas had taken 
refuge at the Mantuan court, and* in spite of the 
Gonzagas' alliance with Francis L, had kept up secret 
communications witli tlie young Duke of Ban, a 
bmve and spirited prince who won the love of all 
\m brothers old subjects/ The hatred in which 
the French Viceroy, Lautrec, was held throughout 
Lombanly, revived the hopes of the Sforza party, 
and. from his exile at Trent, Francesco was only 
awaiting a favourable opportunity to return and 
claim his own. From the first, Isabella and her 
son secretly embraced their kinsman's criisc, and 
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theif hopeft seemed on tlie eve of fiilBlment when, 
in May 1521, Uie Pope entered into a secret treaty 
with Charles V- for tlie expulsion of the French 
aod the restomtion of Francesco Sfor/u. 

In order to further the accomplishment of these 
designs, Castrglione was a^ain sent to Koine in July 
1520- Before the end of the month, he informed 
Federico that His Holiness had ronsulted him on the 
advisability of appointing his master Captain-General 
of the Church- The Pope further asked him who would 
govern Mantua in the absence of the Marquis, upon 
which Castiglione replied that Wadama had already 
shown herself perfectly eapable of administering the 
State- This satisfied His Holiness completely, but 
he enjoined Castiglione to observe the strictest secrecy 
and allow no one but Sladama and her son to hear of 
his propo^. In January 1521^ tlie a^xrcmcnt was 
finally drawn up, to tlie great joy of Isabella, who 
saw t!ie fulfilment of her fondest hopes in the 
appointment of her beloved son to this honourable 
post at so early an age, A few months later, the 
news was publicly annotmced, and excited the greatest 
rejoicing in Montun, while both Isabella and Federico 
loaded Castiglioiie with their thanks and praises. 
The Count indeed deserved well of the house of 
Gonzaga, and his success in pubUe allairs was the 
more remarkable because of the hea^y private losses 
which he suffered at the time. WTien he came back 
to tlie Vatican in July, he wrote to his mother that he 
could hardly beUeve lumself to be in Rome without 
tiis poor Raphael, and bcfom he had been there a 
month, his eharniing young wife Ippolita, whom he 
had left so reluctantly, died a fortnight after giiing 
birth to her third child. 
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On Uie 20th of August, the poor young Countess 
sent her absent husband this touching little note: — 

" My dear Lord, — I have got a little daughter, of 
which I tliink you will not be sorry. I have been 
much worse tlian I was last time, and have had tliree 
attacks of high fever, but to-<lay I feel better, and 
hope to have no more trouble- I will not try to 
write more, lest I overdo myself, but commend myself 
to you with all my heart. — Your wife who is a little 
tired out with pain, your IproLrrA,"^ 

Meanwhile the happy father, all unconseious of 
the impending blow, wrote cheerfully to his mother, 
rejoicing over his wife*s ^fety and asking if the 
child's eyes were light or dark^ and what name they 
proposed to give her. \V^hen the Count wrote this 
letter his wife was aheady dead. On the 24tli of 
August she breathed her last, to the consternation of 
all her relatives and friends at Mantua, The Mar- 
chesa. in her grief and sympathy for Castiglione. sent 
a courier to Rome with letters to CartHnal Klbhiena, 
begging him to break the news as gently as possible 
to the bereaved husband, and then deliver the letters 
of condolence which she enclosed from herself and 
her son, " I know." she wrote, *' that it is ditticult and 
almost impossible to put any restraint on the grief 
whieh you must feel at the loss of anything so 
precious to you as your dearest wife, who, as you 
will lia^'e heard, lately passed out of this present 
world into immortal life. And so we do not ask you 
not to sorrow, but condole most sincerely witli you, 
and feel ourselves the bitterest distress both for your 
sake and because of the great love which your late 
wife had dcsen'edly won from us," 
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When the Mantuan courier reached Rome, he 
found the Count at supper with Cardinal Bibhiona, 
who only gave him a business letter from Federico, 
and kept back the others, so that he might at least 
spend that night in peace. The next morning the 
Cardinal and some other intimate friends went to tlie 
Count's house and broke the news to him. " We 
told Iiim the sad news as best we could," wrote 
Bibbiena, "and Your Excellency will understand 
how great his dislrcss was — so much so, indeed, tliat 
not one of us could keep back our tears, and we all 
wept together for some time." ^ 

** I never dreamt^ Castiglione wrote the next 
day. "that my poor wife would have to take this 
journey before me. God have pity on that blessed 
soul, and may He not leave me here too long after 
her, for it is very hani to see her die first," 

After the fir^t shook was over, the Count bore 
himself hravely, and de^'oted his whole energies to 
public afTairSf but, ns Bibbicna remarked in u letter 
to the Manjiiis, he suffbre^l more than htr cared to 
show, and the memory of the wife whom he Imd loved 
so well was never absent from liis mind/ Before 
long a fresh son-ow overtook him in the death of 
his old and faithful friend* Cardinal Bibbiena, who 
expired on the 0th of Xovember, only seven months 
after Raphael. In him Isabella also lumcnted a gifted 
friend, wliu had served her loyally in funner days, ajjd 
who still, in spite of political changes and conflicting 
interests, professed Uie most devoted attacliment to 
her person. 

' Lusio c Rcnlo", Mant4)ra, p. S44. 
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The Court of HtntitA undi-r Frdcrico— \^i*it of the Marquis to 
Venice — Hib mUtress, IsubrHn HoHcWtti — TJa^ Murcbcaa goes 
to Lorcto — The Duke of Urbino forced to leave MnntuA — 
PedcTico \civl% tlic pApftl tniofis oi^mnst the Frencli — Cuptiifffr 
oi Milan — Retreat of Laulreo— Death of Pope Leo X. — 
(Ordinal Gonza^ aspires to the Papacy — EleetJoti of Adrian 
VI. — Frnnecsco Man* recovers L'rhtiio — Franceneo Sforza 
returns to Milmi— Defence of PavU hv Federieo, ao<l defeat 
of the iTcnch — Isabella's new apartments in the l^te 
V'cccliia — The Paradixo. 

The Accession ufa youn^ uiitl pleasure-luving prince 
to the throne produced a marked change in the court 
of Mantua, and the eaniival of 1520 was celebrated 
with revived gaiety and splendour. On this occasion 
the chief feature of the festivities was the performance 
of Cardinal Bibbiena'^ " Calandrin " under tlie direction 
of Castiglionc.' who had ?iupcrin tended the first rc- 
presenUilion at Urbina seven ycais before, and who 
did not leave for Rome until July. In May, the 
young Marquis and his brother Ercole accompanied 
the Duke and the two Duchesses of Urbino to 
Venice for the Ascension f^tes, and were rc^'civwl 
with great courtesy by the I)oge and Senate. 
Federieo stayed witli his ambassador in Casa Foscari, 
and was entertained at a series <>f splendid Ijanqucts, 
processions of boats, and illuminations, given by the 
company of young patricians known as the Immortals 

t D'Ancona, Ongini dA Teatrv, U. 397- 
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to which he had been lately admitted. Isabella, how- 
ever, declined to join the party, and looked coldly on 
the whole proceeding. For her son insifited on taking 
with him to Venice his great favourite, Isabella 
Boschetti, the fair young wife of liis kinsman, Fran- 
cesco GonzagR, Count of Cainsano ; and his mistress, 
as Sanuto openly calls her,* attended mass with him 
in S. Marco and appeared at all the fftes. This is 
the first mention we find of this lady> whose influence 
over the young Marquis proved so powerful during 
the next ten yeai^s, and caused his mother m> much 
pain. 

Ill October^ the ISIarchesa herself went on a 
pilgrimage to Lorcto, after paying a visit to Ferrara, 
where her brother, tlie warlike Caniinal Ippolito, had 
lately died, and where Alfonso was himself ill and 
harassed by the Pope's perpetual intrigues and plots 
against him. Even Isabella and Castigltone were 
unable to efFect any change in the policy of Leo, 
who looked on the Duke as his bitter foe, and was 
bent on the annexation of Ferrara to the Papal States, 
But at least Castigbonc kept Alfonso aware of the 
Pope's secret designs against him, and his cipher 
letters to Mantua contain repeated warnings and 
hints which Isabella promptly conveyed to her 
brother. 

Neither did Leo the Tenth's resentment against 
the exiled Duke of IJrbino show any signs of abate- 
ment. In January 1521, when he offered Federieo 
the post of Captain-General, he insistcHl that this 
prince and Im family should leave Mantua, and 
although Isabella wa:^ sucec^isful in obtaining pcnnis- 
sion for her daughter and sister-in-law to remain in 
^ Diarii, xxviU. 5«<>,&c; 
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the town, France}K^ Maria was driven to take shelter 
first at \'enice and afterwards at Verona. Castiglione 
meanwhile did his best to obtain more favourable 
tenas for the ducal family, oixd wrote to assure 
Duchess Elisabetta of liis unchanging loyalty and 
devotion to her» *■ remembering," he said, "that the 
best years of my life were spent in your service-" 
The goud Dueliess could only reply that she placed 
her trust in a higher Power and knelt all day in the 
ehurches of Mantua, praying God to bless and prosper 
her nephew's cause-* 

In August, Federico took coimnand of the papal 
troops and joined the imperialist general, Prospero 
Colonna, in a successful campaign against Lautrec, 
On the I9th of Novemljer, Milan was seized and tlie 
French retired on Cremona, only retaining a garrison 
in the Castello. The news reached Leo X. at his 
villa of La Magliana, on the 25th of November, and 
filled him with joy. Already he formed the wildest 
schemes for the advancement of his family, and 
spoke openly of Inducing the Kmpcror to confer the 
duchy of Miku on Cardinal Medici in the plac^ of 
Franc^sto Sforza. But the next day he taught eold 
out hunting, and showed symptoms of fever. On the 
30th, he became seriously ill, and died on the following 
evening, at the early age of forty-five. There was 
the usual outcry that the Pope had been poisoned, 
which Castiglionc, who was at La MagUana with 
hiui, at one time ftrnUy believed- But there was no 
ground for the suspicion, and the autopsy of the 
corpse satisfied the doctors that death was due to 
natural oau^s. 

This uUL'xpected event excited general constema- 
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tion among the Inte Pope's friends. Not only hiwl 
Leo X. left 800,000 ducats of debti*. but the pontifical 
jeweln and plate, the tiaras and mitres, even tlie 
silver dinner-senices of the papal household and die 
costly Flemish tapestries of the Sistina, were all 
pawned. "Never/ wrote the Venetian envoy, "has 
a Pope died in worse repute-'* And Pasquino, as 
the Mantuan, Alfonso Faeino, informed Isabella, was 
equally merciless. " Like a fox Leo X, rose to power, 
like a lion he reigned^ like a dog he has died/' were 
the words inscribed by some wit on the statue, " If 
1 were to describe the poverty and straits to which 
tlie Cardinals' College is reduced," wrote Castiglione, 
"no one would believe me." At the same time he 
greatly lamented the Pope's death, and assured 
Fcderico that he had lost a true friend. " I do not 
think Your Excellency quite realises the great loss 
you have sustained, for, if 1 am not greatly mistaken, 
it was His Holiness's wish and intention to exalt you 
to the highest places. But God has shattered all our 
vain plans." And he concludes by urging Cardinal 
Gonzaga to come to Rome as soon as possible, since 
his arrival may lead to great results.' 

But there were otliers nearly related to Federico 
who rejoiced with unfeigned satisfaction at the Pope's 
death. The Duke of Kernira hailed the news with 
joy and struck medals with the motto, Ejc ore 
JLeoms — " Out of the lion's mouth " — to commemo- 
rate his deliverance, and set to work immediately to 
recover tlie cities of which the Pope had deprived 
him< The Duke of Urbino was still more prompt in 
his action. He was at Maguzano on the Lake of 
Garda, spending the wear)' hours of his exile in 

^ Contin, Ou^f^tmt, Leilrrr Jiplomatkke. 
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enforced idleness, when the news reached him. 
Without a moments delay he hurried back to 
Mantua^ raised what troops and money he could get 
together with the hdp of the Marchese and the 
Duke of Ferrara, and hastened to Urbiuo, " ciilled 
back,'^ says Guteomrdini, " by the love of his sub- 
jects,"^ They rose in arms with one accoixJ, drove 
out the papal governor, and welcomed tlieir old ruler 
back with shouts of '^Feltre! Feltrel" The good 
news soon readied Mantua, and Elisabetta felt tliat 
her best prayers were answered, and nnnjfled her tears 
of joy with those of Leonora and her mother. On 
the 18th of December, Isabella wa^ able to congratu- 
late her son-in-law on his triuinpliajit restoration, and 
a few days later Castiglione wi'ote to her from Home : 
" 1 hear that the Duke of Urbino has recovered his 
whole State and entered Pesaro without opposition. 
God grant that he may remain there long!"* 

The Pope's death had the effect of checking hoR- 
tilitieK for a time in Lombardy. The papal army 
mcttcd away, and Fcderico Gonzaga W3S forced to 
advance money for the payment uf the small force 
which he managed to keep together in Milan, 
Francis I., who had always retained a feeling of 
friendship for the young Marquis, and had sent him 
the collar of S, Michel on his accession, took advan- 
tage of the difficult position in wliich he was placed, 
to invite him to enter his service. Federico comrt- 
eously declined the ofTer, but seems to Imve felt 
some hesitation, and consulted his mother before 
breaking ofT negotiations on the subject. The answer 
which Isabella sent his secretary, Stazio Gadio, in 

» Sttirin d'ftaUa, Hi. 223. 
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cipher is highly characteii^tic of her wise and far- 
seeing poUcy : — 

*' I showed our ilhi5;tnous Madama your cipher 
despatch/' wrote £quicola, who had followed Fcde* 
rico to ttie wan^, but fbidiiig tlitr hujxlsliips of the 
camp little to his taste, had obtained leave to return 
home. '* She had lUready heard most of its con- 
tents from Signer Federico himself, who informed 
her of the eagerness with which the French are 
seeking our lord's alliance. She feck the greatest 
pleasure in seeing our Signorj her son, so highly 
esteemed and souglit ailer by so many grcitt pt»wcrs, 
which is a clear sign that botli his own merits and 
the importance of hi-s person and State are ret^ognised. 
But she is stmngly of opinion that lie should form 
no new alliance until the creation of the new Pope, 
because that will best decide our future course of 
action. Her Excellency hopes that her son may 
be able to continue in the service of the Churchy 
especially if the Pope is allied with the Emperor, 
as he has been of late, because the Church will 
doubtless in the end prove victorious, and» even if 
defeated, will alwa_\"s be respected, and she considers 
this alliance to be the safest for this State. Of course, 
if a new Pope is elected from whom we could 
nut hope for the protectioa and office which our 
lord received from Pope Leo, of blessed memory, 
we must seek for new allies without delay. But 
Madania certainly thinks that the new Pope, who- 
ever he may be, is sure to esteem the person of 
your Signor highly, because of his past !iervices 
and because it has been seen in the past how im- 
portant the Marquis of Mantua is to the Church. 
This, Madaitm letls me, is lier opinion, which 1 send 
vol.- IK H 
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you, agreeably to the wishes of our Signor, to whose 
&vuur I commend my:*elf," &c.' 

When the Marchesa dictated this letter, all eyes 
were turned to Rome, where the Conclave had 
already met and the election of the new Pope was 
hourly expected. On hearing of Leo the Tenth's 
death, Cai^diual Giulio Medici, the late Pope's 
nephew, and the warlike Swiss prelate. Cardinal 
Schinncr, both left the camp of the League at Milan^ 
and hurried to Rome. Cardinal Gonzaga followed 
Castjglione's advice uud travelled thither as f&st as 
his gouty legs would carry him. Sigismondo, strange 
as it may seem, was one of the eighteen canditlates 
for the Papacy on this occa.^inn. A shrewd politi* 
cian and genial man of the world, the Mantuan 
Cardinal had always been noted for his secular 
habits. As long ago as 1498, when Lodovieo Moro 
came to Mantua, Capilupi begged Isabella to see 
that Monsignore, her brother-in-law, shaved his beard 
and appeared in public in liis ecclesiastical habit, or 
he might create a bad inipresston. In later years, he 
was described by the Venetian envoy in Rome, 
Marino Zorzi, as very fat, a martyr to gout, and 
particularly fond of eating oysters. Now Pasqutno 
openly mocked at him and called him a babbling 
fool But he was popular with his brother cardinals, 
and Castiglione left no s"tone unturned to promote 
his interests. His correspondence with Isabella while 
the Conclave was sitting shows how anxiously she 
awaited tlie result of an election which was frauglit 
with Issues of such importance to her house- 

"Here," he wrote, "opinions as to wlio the new 
Pope will be, differ more tlian I have ever known. 
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God grant things may turn out better than we 
expect. . , , I have worked day and night in onler 
that Monsignore di I^Iantova should attain this sup- 
reme rank, and I have spoken with all of the Signori 
in this court, and although I am little skillal in these 
matters* yet from having liad Nunic acquaintance 
with these lords, I really beHeve that if I had been 
present at the Conclave. I might have rendered His 
Reverence important service. But if it is God's will 
that he shall be cliosen, he will need no help from 
me. • . . Monsignore dci Medici certainly ha^ many 
friends, but several among them have proved to be 
enemies, amongst others Cardinal Colonna. I hear 
that Signor Prosper© has wi-itten him a letter, sec'rctly 
liegging him to oppose Caixlinal del Medici with all 
his might. wluL-h seems to me a piece of ingratitude," ' 
Never had party spirit rmi so high, nc^'e^ before 
had so many different candidates liecn put forward. 
"There is marvellous division." ^Tote the English 
envoy, Jolm Clerk,' to Cardinal Wolsey, "and we 
were never UkeUer to have a scliism." And the Im- 
perial AmlMLssador, Don Juan Manuel,^ informed his 
master that there ooidd not be so much hatred or 
as many devils in hell itself, as tlicrc were in tlie 
Satrrcd College. Cardinal Medici, M'hosc claims were 
supported by all the younger Cardinals ajid the 
Emperor, wa-s violently opposed by Francis I-, who 
sent the College word that if this "man, who had 
been the cause of the war, became Pope, he and his 
whole kingdom would refuse to obey the Church," 
Hejiry VIIL tried in vain to obtain Wolsey's elec- 

' Seratai, Leitrre, i, 5-5. 

* Brewer, l^itm, iJL pt ii 
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tion, and when the opposition of the Colonnas 
rendered Cardinal Medici s prospects hopeless, he and 
his friends supported Cardinal Kanicse. "There was 
a report yesterday" wrote a Mantuan agent to 
Isabella. '*thut Fornese was Fope, and his house was 
nearly sacked ! Several couriers set off with tiie 
news, but it tunied out to be fake, and when his 
servants were seen in the streets, the mob jeered at 
then), and cried out, 'Make room for tlie Pope's 
servants T '" ^ 

As the Conclave prolonged its sittings, the popular 
excitement grew more intense Party spirit ran high, 
and bets were freely given and taken on the chances 
of the different favourites, "To-day/' wrote Abbot 
JLodovico Gonzaga to Federico^ *' Famese, who went 
up 50 per cent, two dayw ago. has gone down to 
18, and our Cardinal has dropped to 13 per cent. 
My dear lord, 1 confess I am much afraid of tlie 
result. To-day there is great murmuring in Kome, 
and the Cardinals are threatened with baad and 
water if they do not make haste/" ^ 

When, at length, on the 9th of January, the 
election of Adrian of Utrecht, Carditial of Tortosa, 
tlie Emperor's former tutor, and now his \'iccroy 
in Spain, was announced, a cry of rage and dismay 
burst from the Koman mob- " The city," wrote the 
Venetian, '* is full of weeping and curses/* Roma cM 
hcanda was written up on the Vatican, At first it 
seemed almost impossible to believe that a ^barba* 
rian," whose name was almost unknown, and who was 
not even present at tlie Conclave, should lie elected 
Pope- The Cardinals themselves could not explain 

» Lttrio, Gior^. SL rf. LeU. It, xix, 85. 
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their action, and slunk home, a^ihanied and dejected, 
amid the hisses and jeers of the c^o^vd• Alone among 
his comrades Cardinal Gonzaga prcser\xd his com* 
posure, and smilingly thanked the mob for being 
content with curses, and not revenging their wrongs 
with stones ! And the same evening he addressed 
the following letter to Isahella : — 

**T0-day these excellent Cardinals and myself 
hav^e at length come out of the Conclave, where 
we have spent a fortnight in the greatest discomfort 
and fatigue, lx)th of body and mind, owing to our 
endless quarrels. And after all this, we have — no 
doubt according to the will of God, since all in 
ordered by Ilim— elected a Pope who is, as people 
say. a holy maa I, for one, have never seen him. 
As for my own disappointment, I did my best, ainl 
cwmot complain that any of these Cardinals deceived 
me, OiJy this unexpected event, which was never 
dreamt of by me or any one else, has shattered my 
hopes. Just when 1 felt siire of reaching the desired 
end, the greater part of the Cjirdinals went and gave 
their votes to this man, simply as a means of throw- 
ing them away, without knowing what the others 
were doing, and when all the votes were read out, 
he was found to have no less than fifteen! My 
plans have not succeeded. No I and I cannot pre- 
tend that I am not very much disappointed ; but at 
least ] have realised the esteem in which I am held 
by my coHeagucs, and mint hope for lietter luck 
ATiother tiuie.**' 

Fedcrico. as Captain-General of the Church, re- 
ceived the news of Adrian VI,*s election on the 
same tlay, botli from Don Juan Manuel, who, with 

I LuJdo, op. cis., xii. 83. 
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all the Imperial parly, rejoiced ni the election of 
their master's nominee, and from tlie disappointed 
candidate. Cardinal Medici, who wrote a hurried 
note to the Marquis as he left the l*onclave, giving 
the new Popes name without any comment- The 
last-nained prelate was anxious to keep up the same 
friendly relations with tlic Goiueagas as before, and 
l!>abeUa on her paH lost no opportunity of strength- 
ening her son's position- Castiglionc succeeded in 
obtaining Federicos confirmation in his office firom 
the new Pope, and Adrian's suiTcnder of the duchy 
of Urhino to its rightful lord. And when, in 
February 1522, Cardinal Medici sent a confidential 
envoy from Florence to t)ie Emperor, he ^pent a 
night at Mantua, and was closeted with ]^luc)ama 
la Marchcsaua during more than two hours.' The 
Venetian ambassador reported that the said envoy, 
Giovanni Matteo dei Medici, was sent by the Car- 
dinal to arrange the terms of the jigrcement between 
Florence and the Duke of Urhino, and to propose 
a marriage between Francesco Maria's little son 
Guidobaldo and Caterina, the infant daughter of 
his old rival, Lorenzo dei Medici. In the same inter- 
viewj he adds, Madama eloquently pleaded the cause 
of her brother the Duke of Ferrara, and her nephew 
the Duke of Milan, and desired the Florentine envoy 
to lay her requests before the Eniperon The result 
of these negotiations soon appeared in the arrival of 
Fnmce?<co Sforza at MuiituJi. Although the young 
Duke's chancellor Morune had taken pusse^siun of 
Milan in his name, he himself had been detained at 
Trent for lack of money and tmops to fight his way 
through the Swiss meixenaries in the pay of tJie 

* M, SonuUv Otnriij ixiiJ- 457. 
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French king, and it was only in March that he was 
strong enough to descend into Italy. On the 12th 
of March, Castiglione wrote from Rome to the 
Marchpsa. conipkining that ev^erj' one had letters 
from Her Excellency but himself, and that he felt 
very unhappy, since Madaiua had not written for 
A thousand years I '' God grant.*' he exclaijiis, " that 
your secretaries may be a little more diligent in 
ftiture! ' "I rejoice exceedingly," he goes on, "to 
hear that the Signor Marchese is soon to escort 
the Duke of Milan to his home, which is here held 
for certain**' And in a postscript he &dds that 
ft messenger has just arrived who lind seen tlie 
Signor Ducn himself in Mantuu. "God bend us 
soon news that tlie French are beaten, and that the 
Signor Duca is not only at Mantua, but in Milan I " ^ 
A few days Uter he beard that the Marquis, at 
the head of 300 men. had escorted his cousin to 
Pavia, and that Francesco Sforza h&d entered Milan 
between Prospcro Colonna and Antonio de Leyyai 
the CaptuiiiS of the League^ and had been received 
with incredible joy and love by his fatliers old sub- 
jects. Lautrec now concentrated all his forces on 
Pavia, wlucli was valiantly defended by Federico 
Gonz-aga, who successfully repulsed a detcnuincd 
assault of the French, and. in spite of the small 
number of his force and the lack of artillery, com- 
pelled them to retire to Monza. On the 27th of 
April, a decisive battle took place between I/autrec's 
army and the forces of the League under Prospero 
Colonna and the Duke of Milan, in which the com- 
bined French and Swi*is troops were completely 
defeated After tluK, Lautrce retreated across the 
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Alps, and Cremona and the CastcUo of Milan were 
the only fortrcH^ics which remained in the hands of 
King Franci^. Federico acquired great fame by lits 
brilliant feats of arms, and was welcomed with great 
rejoicing on Iiis return to Mantua afler this victorious 
campaign. Isabella received cuiigratulations from all 
sides, and could not contain her pride and joy in her 
son's triumph. 

'* I will only send a brief reply to Your Excel- 
lency's letter tU'day," wrote Ca^tigliune, ''for 1 Uiink 
you must be so proud and happy that you can hardly 
care to read my letters, or those of any one else, and 
that with good reason, since, as you write, you hare 
never seen the Signor MaiTiese look us handsome 
aJi he does now, and it is certain that you have never 
before seen him so glorious and renowned. If His 
Excellency wins as much fame in the next ten years 
of his life as he has done in the last ten months, 
tlie world will haixlly be able to contain his glor>\ 
Never have I heard a youth in ancient or modem 
times praised as he h to-day. God grant others may 
folloAv in his step*s and then nnl only Mautua, but all 
Italy will have much to glory in 1 " * 

Fortune seemed indeed just then to &mile on 
Isabella, and her dearest hopes were crowned with 
success. In May the Duchesses of Urbtno returned 
to Urbino. Leonora's young son Guidobaldo was 
left at Mantua as a hostjige in hk uncles hands, 
and began to learn Latin and to read Virgil under 
lus grandmother's watchful eye. For a time pence 
was restored to the ill-fated Milanese, and Iiiabella 
saw with joy how her nephew endeared himself to 
his subjects- Although little of her correspondence 
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with Francesco Sforza has been preserved, the young 
Duke remained on afrec-tionate terms with his aunt, 
fts we see by the followtnj^ letter, which he wrote in 
reply to her urgent request that he would endeavour to 
make his uncle Alfonso's peace with the Emperor; — 
" Most Illustrious Lady, my honoured Aunt and 
Mother, — The other day I received a letter from 
Your Excellency which gave me the greatest pleasure, 
only T wa<i quite sorry to see that it was written hy 
your own hand, for you ought really not to take so 
much trouble for mc, seeing I ara always satisfied with 
your signatiutj. Since then Grossino has given nie 
Your Excellency's message, and I am exceedingly 
glad to hear how much you desire to see your illus- 
trious brother, my honoured loni and uncle, reconciled 
with His Citsarean Majesty, and to learn that you 
wish me to do my best, in order that His Majesty 
may accept the Duke as Im loyat servant and 
receive him into favour. Your Excellency knows 
how much reverence and affection I bear to you, and 
may rest assured that during the last da>'5 I have 
done my utmost in this quarter, and have exerted 
myself as vigorously as if it had been on behalf nf 
my own person and State- I wrote botli to the 
Viceroy and to His Majesty* as well as to those 
particular fHends of mine at his court, who arc 
persons of great influence, and will, I know, do Itieir 
best, and I feel sure that the Lord Dukc^s quarrel will 
be made up with His Majesty, wid through him with 
His Holiiies>«, If 1 had not desired this already on 
my own account, the sense of Your Excellency's great 
anxiety on the subject would be enough to make me 
promise on my hcmour to do my utmost both with 
His Cesarean Majesty and in the other quarter. 
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But this is both my duty and my inc^lination, and 
I desire the .settlement of the Lord Duke's affairs aa 
sincerely as that of my own. I remember who my 
father and mother were, and desire the good of the 
house of Este as much as I care for the prosperity of 
the house of Sfor/a. Could I ever wish that State 
should Mong to the Church and the name of that 
hou^e bo extinct I Certainly not. My mother* of 
blessed mcmoiy, was, I know well, your sister, and I 
am not ashuuiec!, hut veiy proud, a^^ I iimy well l>e, of 
having had such a mother. Grossino tells me that 
Your Excellency begs me to put away and forget 
any disagreement there may have been in the past 
between the Duke and myself Hut there has never 
I>een anything of tJie kind wbieli could make me wish 
for his ruin. It b no doubt true that I wish His 
Excellency would become the servant of the Emperor 
and not of the King of France ; but whether this, 
which I hope to see ere long, he the case or not» I 
assure you that His ExceUency is as much the tnaster 
of my State a^ of Ferrara. and that 1 honour him 
with the respect of a son for his father and lord. 
Your ExceUency knows that I am ever your obedient 
nephew, son» and servant, and I humbly conunend 
myself to you. — Fraxcesco, Duke of Milan." ' 
Pftvia, August 12, 1520. 

On a subsequent occasion, when the Marchesa 
had an unfortunate difference with her son, who had 
thrown one of ber confidential ser\'antSj Leonello 
Marchcsc, the lawyer who bad made her husband's 
will, into prison to gratify his mistress, Isabella 
Hoschetti, she sent the novelist, Matteo llandcllo, 
to entreat the Duke of Milan to use his influence 

1 Lniio, Arcfmio Si. Lcmbanio^ 1,401, p. ITO* 



FEDERICOS MISTRESS 



208 



with his cousin on behalf of the innocent man, 
Francesco promptly complied witli her request, and 
sent the wisest and most able juri^it at Milan, Itcnc- 
detto Tonso, back with Uandcllu to Mantua to ask 
for Warchese's release.* 

In after years Isabella herself wa*4 able to render 
her nephew important services and help him to re- 
cover the Ernpcror's favour at a critical moment. 
For the present, liowevcr, Italy enjoyed a brief 
interval of peace^ and Isabella was once more able to 
put political afFaini aside and turn her attention to 
picasanter subjects. One of these was the decoration 
of her new apartments in the Corte Vccchia, A year 
after her husbands death, Isabella, who had long felt 
cramped in the small rooms of the Castello, obtained 
her son's L*onsent to move into the Corte Vecchia. 
where she already kept her library and works of art 
in the Grotta on the ground floor. Fedcrico on Ms 
part was glad to occupy the Castello himself, and in 
October 1520 he addressed the following letter to his 
cousins, the sons of Gianfrajieesco and Antonia del 
Balzo. These three princes — Lodovico, wlio after liis 
wife's death took orders and became known as the 
Abate Gonzaga ; Feclerico of Bozzolo, the gnlliint 
captain in tlic service of Francis I» ; and Pirro, H\c 
lord of Gazzuolo — had Iiitlierto been allowed tlic use 
of a palace in Mantua, close to the Castello. ThU 
house the iMan|uis now asked them to give up to the 
Duke and Ducliesses of llrbino, in order to leave the 
Corte \*ecchia fi-ee for his mother s use. " As you 
may already know, our illustrious mother has for 
several months past wished to lodge for the future in 
the Corte \^eechia, lx>th for her convenience and for 
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our own, and has had the rooms m this building 
repaired and altered after her own taste in the best 
and mobt suitable niuiiner. One thing, however^ 
which is of great importance^ still remains to be 
settled. That is to provide rooms for the illustrious 
Duke and Duclieiises, our honoured brother-in-law, 
nephew, aunt and sister, because it is impossible that 
alt of these different households should occupy the 
same palace as that of the said Madarna^ our motlicr. 
without inconveniencing each oUicr. Afl^r nmch 
coiLsultation on the subject, Madama and we our- 
selves feel that the only place suitable for the said 
Duke and Duchesses is the palace which Your High- 
ncs^i occupies in the Piazza di Mantova, together 
with your illustrious brothers, to whom f am writing 
the sanie thing. And since we desire the coinibrt of 
Mudaiau. our mother, above all else, and are far more 
anxious for this than for our own convenience, we 
pray Your Highness to have the goodness to give up 
the said palace." 

A splendid suite of sixteen rooms for the Maiw 
chesa's use was accordiiigly prepared by tlie architect 
Viani and the Mantuan painter Leonibruno in the 
Corte \'eccliia. To-day only the so-called Sailc/ieria 
retains any remains of the original decoration. Here 
Leombruno. who had been sent to Rome to study 
the works of Raphael and Michel Angelo under 
Cas^igliones direction, by his employers, painted a 
series of hunting scenes on the walls, and adorned 
the ceiling witli a fresco in imitation of Mant<^pa's 
Sala degli Sposin But un the frieze of the cvrii/c or 
garden court opening from the Grotta* above the 
deUcately carved Ionic pillars and niches, adorned 
witli marble mosaics, which held Isabella's choicest 
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antiques, we may stiil read the following inscription : 
"Isabella AVf/wis, rcff^sm Araf^num ncpiis^ ducum 
Ferrari<e filia rt soror, Marchiorum Gonzagaimm con- 
Jno' et mater,Jecif anno a paHu Virginh^ MnXXlI.^ 
From this we leurn the exact date of these additions to 
the GrDtlu, which wei-e evidently cuuifjleted in 15^2. 
To the same period we may ascribe the beautiftil 
suite of Canierini on the upper Hoor of the same build- 
ing. knowTi as tlie ParfuUm, from the lovely views 
whieh it eonmiands over the terraced gardens and wide 
lakes. Those four little room* which Isabella kept 
for her private use still retain mucli of tlieir original 
decoration — ^the finely far\'ed wood-work, the azure 
and gilding oftheeeiUng.the delicately inlaid panelling 
of the walls, and the doors of richly coloured marbles. 
Here, between intamatura views of cities and palaces, 
we recognise her favourite de\ices and mottoes, the 
musical notes and rests, and the words Nee spe nee 
mvtu^ which supplied Equicola with a subject for his 
treatise, the altar >u[>porting a lyrc^ the candelabra 
with tlie letters U.T,S., which Paolo Giovio interprets 
as Unum sufficit in tatdtris, and the I-#otto cards 
with the mystic number XXVIL, vhtti xefte, signify- 
ing that she had vanquished all her foes — which 
motto, adds the Hishop of Noc*era. *' seems allowable 
in so great a princess/' ' Here we see the white 
marble door adorned with medallions of antique 
m)'tbs, of Orpheus and Athene luid Calliope, by 
the hand of tlic great sculptor Cristoforo Komano, 
which was brougiit here from the Marchesa\ Studio 
in the Castello, as well as another marble door of 
later workmanship, which was probably executed by 
the Venetian Tullio Lombardo m 15^3. And here 
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too we mAy still find Isabella*^ najne, repeated at 
inten^'oLs upon the panelled frieze^ and remember 
that the peaceful days of hci" declining years were 
spent in tliese sunny little woins Itwking uver the 
bright watei"s to Virgirs birthplat'C, ami the green 
meadows through which the Mincio flows to j<Mn 
the Po,^ The decoration of these new apartments 
ocenpied a large share of Isabella's time and tlwughts 
in these years. We find her writing to Rome 
and Venice for marbles, asking her agents to send 
her antique busts and bas-relicfst and collecting 
works of art with all her old encrgj\ Castiglione, as 
usual, was one of her chief assistants, and his letters 
from Rome were by no means exclusively devoted to 
State affairs. One day he sends her a full account of 
the carnival fetes and comedies at the Vatican, cold and 
lifeless as he confesses them to have seemed to him 
this yeai' ; another, he collects the tate:4t and most 
scurrilous verses of Fasquino for her benefit, or 
tells her how Bandello's friend, the witty storj'-teller, 
Straseitio, has been amusing His Holiness with his 
comic recitations, and h promptly desired to send 
him to Mantua for the next camival. At one time 
he tells her of a relief which Caradosso, qiictto mala- 



' Five yeta^ ag% 4 model of lanbell^ d'EaU^s Studio in tttia 
Apartment of the Parodist, deEtgiiec] by the weU-Lnown Freitch 
writer M.ChHrWii Yrrnrto, w»4pW«d in tlit [ffllixn Court m the South 
Krntington Museum. The deeorations of the walls And ceiling are 
ciurefuDy rejiroduced, but M. Vrinrtc was mistaken in supixiaing 
tltnt thu fine teniperu pniutiDjp by ManteJfn'^ Cc^sta and Perugirio 
ever adorned these Cameriisf. Theae pictures were ^rigtn«lty exe- 
cuted for lobelia's Studio of the Grotta on the j^rcHjnd floor of the 
Corte VeechiA, unci remained there, «s we kDi>w from inventories 
and documents publislied by l>'Arco {Arte e ATie/ki, ii.), uutil after 
the SAck of MaDtua in 1 630, 
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di'fto vecc/iio, promised him long ago, but has not 
yet finished. '* I go to see him every day, and he 
works at the deM^ all the while* and says he 
wishes to make it as heatitiful as possible^ because it 
is the last that he will ever do in his life, and he is 
so old, this may well Ijc the casc.*'^ Another day 
he describes a wonderful ulabnjiter organ, a most ex* 
cellent work, which he has succeeded in buying for 
600 ducats, and hopes to send her if it is possible to 
find a sufficient number of mules to convey the pre- 
cious instrument to Mantua. Rut he must take care 
to^lutie the custom-house officers of Rome, who are 
thf greatest rogues in the world, uiid ask no less tlian 
20 .ducats ! ** If I can manage this/' herenLaiks, " 1 
thi fk I shall have worked a miracle I '* But the 
Cc Jit was indefatigable where his mistress's pleasure 
wi concerned, and by the end of August 1522, the 
different portions of the organ were loaded on the 
backs of ten mules, and sent to Muntua, in the cliarge 
of the " master of organs '* who liad made the instru- 
ment. Wc do not hear if the papal officials exacted 
the whole of their 200 ducats* or if Castiglione was 
able to obtain an exemption in the Marchesa's favour, 
but the alabaster organ reached Mantua safely, and 
was placed in tJie Studio of the Grotta,' 

All tlirough that year tJie work«i in the Castello 
were in progress, and while the Marquis was absent 
in Lombardy, Mario Gquicola wrote daily reports 
of the latest improvements that had been elTecied. 
"These splendid rooms with all their pictures make me 
feel," he writes in February 1522, " as if I were living 
in the days when the Romans raised those nionu- 

' LuKlOr Kuova Antotogia, 109^, P- ^S< 
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menU which are the wonders of the world ! In Vour 
Excellency's bedroom ure four tontlt^ and one larg<J 
panel where Fuine might be represented between War, 
Victory, Virtue, and Hope, In the Camera della Fede 
your portrait miglit be hung with representations of 
ancient heroes wlio have kept faith. ..." As for the 
stables (always an impnrtnnt part of the Mantiian 
palace), they are so fine that he wishes he were a horse 
tohvetherel and ^ugge3ts that Virgil's line should 
be written over tlie doors; '*JImc beUator equity 
campo sese arduus infirt.^^ 

1 Luxio, Ciom. SL tL LetL, 1900. ^ 15. 
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Ercole GoiiBJigA — f^ahelU tAe% Fo ohtAiii Tik elevation tn lh« 
Cnrdlnatatc — Consults Cjistjglbnc nxxd THssIdo ns t4> Uie 
chnice of a tottir — Sends Ercolc to Bologna — He Attends 
Pomi>onAui's lectures — The gjeat sceptic — Hit " Treatise on 
immortftlity" burnt at Venire — Ercoles life at coHcj^c — M» 
LAz»ro hu teacher — Denth of Pietro Pomponazn — VcDeratlon 
of Ercole Gonzngti for hiG ntcmorj* 

While Isabella lavished her t^ndcrcst attections on 
her eldest son. Federico, slie did not ri^Iect her 
younger children. She was especially anxious to 
give her second son, Eroole, who wsvs destined for 
the Chureh, and ab'eady showed a genuine taste 
for letters, the best possible education. At fifteen 
Ercole was consecrated Bishop, and appninted co- 
adjutor to his uncle. Cardinal Sigismondo. But 
his nnothers ambition soared still higher, and in the 
last months of Leo the Tenth's life, she made great 
efforts to obtain a Cardinal's hat for the youthful 
prelate. Several letters on the subject passed be- 
tween her and Castigltonc^ and only a week Ijeforc 
the Pope's death tlie Maixliesa renewed her request, 
and desired the Count to inform His Holiness that 
she had decided to send Ercole to complete his 
studies at the University of Bologna, The sudden 
close of I,eo the Tenth's life put an end to these 
hopes. Not only wits there already one Cardinal 
in the Gonzuga family, but among the reforms 

TOU II. "■ O 
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agreed upon by tlie Sacred C*>Ilege before tlie open* 
ing of the Conclave there was an express stipulfttion 
that no Cardinal was to he elected who was under 
thirty. For the present, therefore, Isabella devoted 
her attention to lier son's studies, and begged Castig- 
iionc to find him a tutor in Rome. The Count 
promised to do his best. *'As regards the choice 
of a tutor for Signor Ercole." he wrote^ ** I will do 
as yon wish, and hope the tutor will not be so 
diiitinguislied that the pupil wtl] not be able to 
prove himself wortliy of him!" But his attempts 
proA'ed unsuccessful, and he had to leave the task to 
other friends. h 

'*I hope next to hear that Signor Ercole han 
been well provide*! with a tutor," he MTote in May 
1522, when Federico'n triumphs were the subject 
of general congratulation. ** 1 know how near to 
Vour Excellency's heart this wish Ucs^ and 1 con- 
tidently expect this will add to the praise of his 
illustrious brother, from whom 1 hope still greater 
things. May God prosper these princes as tfacy^ 
deserve 1 " ^ ' 

The Marohesft next applied to her old friend 
Trissino on the subject* The Vicentine humanist 
Imd risen high in the favour of both Pope and 
Emperor of late years, and had been employed by 
Leo X, on several delicate missions. But he re^ 
tained his old devotion for Isabella, and in December 
15S1, sent her a vanzoni' which be had composed, in 
Petrarch's style, in her honour, saying that as it was 
the custom of the Greeks to offer the first-fruits of 
their genius to the gods, so he inscnbed this canzortc^^ 
whicli was the tirst-fruits of his Muse, to her 
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the goddess of the age. In these wrses the poet 
{Celebrated the diarnis of the Marchcsa, and sang 
of her golden liatr, her dark eyebrows and bright 
eyes, the lilies and roses of her complexioD, and the 
exquisite sweetness of her voice, with a flattery 
which IsabeUa herself recognised to be excessive, 
" Dearest friend," die wrote in amwer, " we have 
read the learned and elegant canzone in which it 
pleases you to honour us by praising us niueh 
more than is convenient, hut bince this is a littjnee 
allowed to poets — among whom you are foremost 
in the present age — who are permitted to soar be* 
yond the limits of their subject, we do not reject 
your ccmplimcntSf but thank you exceedingly for 
the canzont\ and for repeating your eld promise to 
send us some more of your poetical compositions. 
And we wish your Muse all the ease, peace and 
tranquillity that are needful for her future welfare." 

In the following July, when Ercole's future 
was stitl undecided, the Marchesa b^ged Trissino 
to come to Mantua, not only that she might enjoy 
the pleasure of his eonversation, but thut he might 
give her the benefit of his advice. "One of our 
sons, Ercole," she continues* "shows great inteU 
ligence and takes much pleasure in study, and 
wluit plea>ies us especially, and we take to be a 
good sign, is that he dehghts in the conversation 
of scholars. We should like you to talk to him 
of books, and give us a faitliful report of the 
judgment which you form of his abilities, and tell 
us if it seems to you he is in the right way to attain 
to some degree of perfection in letters, which ought 
not to be difficult for one of his studious and docile 
nature. Id this we should like to have your advice, 
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which will, we know, be as wise as it is kind. But. 
as we said before, we do not wish to cause you 
any inconvenience, and iilthough we ask you to visit 
xvi now, we hope you will ehoose your own time, 
as the matter is not so urgent that it will not brook 
a few weeks' delay. But we should be glad if you 
could send us word when you hope to be able to 
come, so that we may know when to expect you." * 

Trksino came to Mantua in October, and during 
his visit tlie Marchesa decided to carry out her 
originBl intention, and send her son to complete 
his studies at Bologna, The chief reason which 
prompted tliis determination was the presence of 
the famous scholar, Pietro I'ompotiazzi, commonly 
known among liis pupils as Maestro Peretto, at 
this university, A native of Mantua, PnmponazKi 
had grown up under the shadow of the Gonzaga 
prineest and owed much of his success to their pro- 
tection. In 1488, the Marquis Frttnccscu had re- 
commended him to the Signory of Venice for the 
chair of pliilosophy at Padua, and when that uni- 
versity was closed during tlie wars of the League 
of Cambray, he obtained a similar post at Ferrara 
through the Marchesa's influence. Since 1512, he 
had filled the chair of philosophy at Bologna* where 
his lectures attained a world-wide reputation. Here 
four years later he ^vrote his famous ■' Treatise on 
the Immortality of tlie Soul," in which he boldly 
declared that the truth of this doctrine was incapable 
of logical proof, and had never been maintained by 
^Vriiitotle. This startling as^Kion aroused niurh 
debate in ecclesiastical circles, and Pomponazzi's 
treatise was publicly burnt by tlie Franciscans 
' B. MoTsoYiRt op. ciL 
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in Venice, But the great teacher had powerftil 
friends at the Vatican in the persons of Cardinal 
Bibbiena and Ben^bo, and afler the publication of 
an Apti/fiffia^ in which he explained liis meaning 
and submitted himself to the Church, the clamour 
gradually died away. This Apofoffia, which ap- 
peared in 1518, wa.s dedicated to Cardinal Gouzaga* 
and Isabella now gave a fresh proof of her con^ 
fidence in the master by committnig her son to 
his charge. On the 8th of December 1522, she 
wrote to Pomponazzi as follows : " Dear and 
honoured Master, — Our beloved son, the Kt:\'erend 
and Illustrious Signer Ercole, is coming to study 
at Bologna, and although we know that you will 
not fail to give him iaithful counsel and guidance, 
so that he may attain to that perfection which he 
seeks, and which we supremely desire for him, yet 
as a good mother we caunot fail to commend him 
to you ourselves, and assure you that the good 
offices which you show him shall be most gratefully 
acknowledged by us-'* ' 

Three days afterwards, Ercolc arrived at Bologna, 
and wrote to his mother tJie nc\t day, with all a 
boy's delight, to tell her of the kindly r<?ccplion he 
had met with, and how nmch pleased he was with 
the excellent rooms winch her loving care had 
provided, 

"Most excellent and illustrious Lady and dearest 
Mother, — On my arrival yesterday, a great ca%aU'ade 
rode out to meet me about eight miles from Bologna, 
First came my cou-sin, Pirro Gonzaga [the son of 
Pirro of Gazzuolo and Camilla Bcntivoglio], with sixty 
other scholars, mo?itly of Mantuati birth, on Iiorsicback. 
> Luxk> ID Cioni. Slor., riii, 374, &c 
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These dismounted, and Pirro and I embraced each 
other tenderly. A little further we met a troop of 
Botognese gentlemen^ who all rejoiced at my coming ; 
and yet further on came my dear Maestro Pietro 
himself, with a number of learned doctors, who had 
ridden some way out of the to^vn to meet me. So I 
entered Bologna about four o'clock with a trrun of 
200 horsemen, and the streets and gateways were 
crowded with men, and women sIoikI at all the 
windows crying out '(Joniogal" When I reached 
my house 1 saw that It^ owner, Aliprando, had 
decorated the doorway with festoons of evergreens 
and shields hearing the arms of our honse, of the 
Pope, and of the governor and people of Bologna. 
After taking leave of these gentlemen, I got off my 
hoTX and visited my rooms, which pleased me 
immensely. First of all you enter a beautiful little 
salotto. hung with the tapestries which I had sent on, 
as well as several pictures in frames, which look very 
well, and oontiining a bed hung with nrimson damask 
embroidered with various devices. From this room 
you enter a smaller one, also hung with tapestry, and 
containing two couches, one draped wiUi cloth of 
gold, tlie other covered \vith linen. \\^ithin, there 
is a third room, with a couch hung with crimson 
velvet and cloth of gold, which I avjU use as a study. 
Certainly these lodgings are most excellent- and all 
my servants are quite satisfied, and indeed the house 
is as good and comfortable as possible. Last night 
my cousin Pirru and some of our Mantuan sdiolais 
suppc<I witli me. I kiss your hands reverently. — 
Your son, Ercole,"' 

The next day Ercole arranged his books, called 
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on M. Pietro, and was introduced to the beadle and 
lecturers of the university. The following morning 
he went on foot to pay his respects to the governor, 
who took luin to mass at S. Salvadore, and on his 
return found a dcputMion from the citizens awniting 
him with a Npluidid gift of vonft'tti^ wax candles, 
game, com, and salt meat, as well a.s a eidf and some 
pheasants mid partridges, whi<*h M- l*ietro himself 
had sent the young prince, ** I carmot tell Your 
Excellency." WTote Vincenzo de* Preti. the Mantuan 
tutor, who had accompanied Ercole to Bologna, *' w^luit 
numbers of trumpeters and piffcrari surround the 
house, or how many visits my lord has received 
to-day from the Rector of the College and other 
gentlemen and scholars. Not only tJie haUs. but 
the loggia and courtyard were crowded with visitors 
all day. It was only towards ei'ening that Ercole 
wa^ able to e^ape from his callers and ride out to 
visit tlie Church of S. Michclc in Uosco on the liill- 
Mde, and which seemed to him u most pleasant and 
delightful place.*' Meanwhile, Archdeacon Gabhio- 
neta had, hy Isabella's desire, consulted i'oniiKpna/zi 
as to the choice of a tutor for her son, and N'inc'cnzo 
informed her that he strongly recommended M. 
Laz2aro Itiionamici of Bas^^ano, an able and learned 
teacher who was acquainted with Castiglione and 
Mario Equicola. But the lionest servant was con- 
siderably perturbed to find that this tutor's fee would 
be 170 ducats — that is to say, 20 ducats more than 
the Aiarchesa wished to give, Isabella, however, 
knew better than to haggle over prices in this case, 
and wrote back promptly, saying: " As to your 
arrangement witli Mcsser Laz^oro, it seems to me 
that so excellent a man, and one who will help our 
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son as much as you say, is not to be lost for the sake 
of so paltiy a sum as !20 or 80 ducats, and I hope 
you will do your best to secure his services." So 
Messer Lazzaro was duly en^L^agal, mid replied in 
an eloquent Latin epistle to the AIarches»'s urgent 
request that he would lead her son to the glorious 
goal which he had set before him. 

Then work began in good eame-st, M, T>as(7aro 
read Cicero and Aristolle every afternoon with Er- 
cole iii his uwu liuuhc, and in the evenings he 
attended M, Pietro's lectures. On the first occasion 
on which tike prince appeared at a pubUc lecture, 
Pomponazzi made a little speech, exhorting him 
to persevere in the right way. and speaking of 
his mother as Sani'tissima Mater tua, Imhella, in 
terms which moved many of iiis hearers to tears I 
The good Mantuan tutor, De* Prcti, was gi^catly 
edified at the sight of his charge's new fenour- 
*'31ailuma wm," he wrote, "Signor Ercole shows a 
far greater zeal for learning and devotion to study 
than he ever showed at Mantua. He does not 
merely listen to M. Peretto, he adore*i him; so, if 
God gives him grace to go on as he has b^fim, it is 
certain that he will become a famous man of letters. 
On my part I did my duty, as a ikithful servant, by 
telling him that he must persevere in his studies here 
at Bologna, *u> those do who enter tlie religious life, 
and thus gain immortal fame both in this world and 
in tlie next. Upon which he replied that 1 might be 
quite sure he would not return to Your Excellency 
an ignorant man. . . . And every one here saj's that 
tltcy have never seen a more zealous scholar. God 
keep him ever in the same excellent disposition I 

' Lu2io, op. at. 
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A week later De' Prcti reports : " To-day M- Lazxaro 
began to read TuUy with Signor Ercx)ie, and has fixed 
one o*clo<!k as the* mofd convenient hour for his 
lesson, which also Kuitn my lord, who intends to 
devote the mornings to philosophy. Every day 
Messer Pietro conitr* al>uut four to fetcli my lord, 
and takes him to the Studio, where he resides, and 
his lecture to-day was on tJie * Mcteora * of Aristotle, 
and a very delightful one it was, Sijjnor Ercole 
shows the greatest courtesy both to M. Pietro and 
M. I..a2zaro, and Vour Excellency cannot think how 
good and charming he is to every one." 

Fruui the lintt the gi^eat teacher seems to have 
fascinated Rrcole with the glamour of his pen>on^ 
ality, A man of short stature and square build, 
with an enormous head and closety-^haveo face, 
M. Peretto's appearance often excited ridicule, and 
Uandello tells us how, when he came to deliver 
an oration at Modcna, certain ladies of fa.shion, 
meeting thih ugly little man witli a bald head and 
shabby clothes, took him for a German Jew, and 
called him Maestro Abram,^ But when he began 
to lecture, liis whole being under^vent a sU-ange trans- 
formation. His eyes ghnved with fire, his countenance 
shone with enthuKiasni, and his eloquent and im* 
passioned words stirred the hearts of his audience 
with irresistible might. He had the power of iuipart- 
ing interest to the dullest subject, and his lively and 
caustic wit, as well as his fraguent allusions to con- 
temporary events and personages, added greatly to 
his popularity as a lecturer. Isabella herself felt 
doubly rewarded for the pain*; which she had taken 
villi her son's education when >L Pcretto himself 
^ Am^, pU Ul. 9V. 
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wrote to tell her how industriously Ercole appiitxl 
himself to his Indies, and how much beloved he v^-^s 
both by his teachers and comrades, "which things," 
as she said in her reply, "are the pleasures and fruits 
which every loving mother desireii and all good 
children yield/' And she begged M. Pietro to 
keep watch over the boy, so that she might feel 
as satisfied as if she herself were at hi« side. Both 
Ercole'?> teachers were able to give his mother 
excellent repcirts of hi^ progrc^:^ during the next 
term. Pomponazzi UTOte to her after Christmas: 
•*M, Lazzaro reads tvtiTy day wiUi Signer Ercole, 
and I have asked his opinion of this Signer several 
times. He commends him highly, and thinks that 
he will do verj' well in Greek and Latin. He finds 
him eager to learn, and tells me that he has an 
excellent nature, and is full of kindness and goodness, 
and certainly he appears so to me and to all who 
know him in this town/' Later on, Vincenzo wrote : 
"Work goes on gaily both morning and night M. 
Laz7apo has great hopes of my lord, and M, Pietro 
approves of his beginnings, and is quite satisfied with 
what he hears from Gianfrancesco Fonio, who is 
well versed in humanism/' Forno was a young 
Modenese of noble bii-th* a favourite pupil of SL 
Peretto, who was appointed to read with Ercole and 
who afterwards aeconjpanied hhn to Mantua m the 
vacation. 

Even at Bologna, however, students had their 
amusements, and \^incenzo'$ daily reports show that 
the young lord s time was not wholly consumed in 
arduous studies. One morning he rides out early to 
see the ehunning house of the Benedictines at the 
Madonna del Monte ; another evening he sups with 
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a gay party of fellow-students, Avhose riotous mirth 
sometimes leads to serious consequences- On one 
occasion a Mantunn friend of Ercolc, who sliared his 
studies and board, quarrelled with a Modenese youth 
and wounded him mortally, u|K>n which the prince 
sent him away* At Christmas thc_/r*^t* were cele* 
brated with all manner of entertainments, laurel 
wreaths were hung on Ercole's door, and at the end 
of lectures the college beadle recited comic verses in 
his honour amid great merriment. When the week's 
vacation was over, Ercole and his cousin Pin'o attended 
an anatomical course, and, together witli many painters 
aod sculptors, were present at the dissection of the 
corpse of a thief who had been hung. 

Like other young men at college, Krcole often 
found himself short of funds, and, although he was 
never a-H extravagant in his expenditure as his brothers, 
his tutor more than once had recourse t<} his mother^ 
begging her to send him money by the next courier, 
since he was reduced to his last penny ! 

An attack of ague interrupted his studies that 
winter, and, by his doctor's adnce. he only worked in 
the morning for some time. After carnival he resolved 
to muke up for lost time. He attended lectures on 
logic, read Cicero's Letters, and composed Latin 
epistles for M. Lazzaro, often working late into the 
night So diligent was the young prince that his 
master allowed him to pay a flying Wsit to Mantua 
at Kaster, after which he remained at Bologna until 
the August vacation, which lasted three months. 
Isabella had everj' reason ta be satisfied with her 
son's progress, and, at Pompona^zi's recommendation, 
Ercole was granted a dispensation fix>m the daily 
recital of the breviaiyp in order to Iiave more time 
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for hk cla^isif^al studies. He also began to read 
Arabic with Forno, and cngaf^'d an Arab servant to 
help him acquire the language,^ His teachers all 
found him a docile and intelligent scholar, and 
Lazzaro, who afterwards became professor of Greek 
at Padua, remained all his life on friendly terms with 
his old pupil. But Pomponazzi in?^pired him with 
a still deeper feeling, and the death of the great 
teacher, on the I8tli of May 1525, was a heavy blow 
to him. 

The philosopher had long suffered from internal 
complications, which caused him acute pain at times, 
and in the end reduced him to a state of complete 
nervous pmstration. In his suffering, he refused to 
take food^ saying it was better to die once for all 
than to endure such continual agony. His pupil, 
Antonio Bmccardo, the poet whose mournful and 
romantic fe;ilui-es live fur us in Giorgionc's porti'ait, 
wrote a private letter to his father, giving a memor- 
able account of the great sceptic's last moments. *' On 
the seventh night of his fatal illness, when his end 
was hourly expected, he was heard to say, * I depart 
with joy/ 'Where are you going?* asked a frietid 
who stood at his bedside, eager to Icam the master's 
secret, 'Where all mortals go,' was Pomponazxi's 
reply, 'Whither do they go?' urged tlie fonncr 
speaker. ' W^here others are gone before,' replied 
tlie dying man, A last attempt was made to induce 
him to take nourishment, but he refused, saying, 
' Leave me alone. I wish to die/ And so," writes 
his sorrowful pupil, " his spirit fled with a sigh to the 
sliades." ' 
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Ercole whs bitterly grieved, and sent the sail news 
to bis brother the Marqius in the following sliort note : 
" I have nothing to tell you, but that last night about 
three o'clock our beloved M. Pietro Poraponszzi died. 
May God grant him peace!''* On the 24th of May, 
Federico replied : " We received the news wfiich you 
gave us of the excellent Mc^er Pictro Pompona/j^j's 
death with no little sorrow, both because uf the love 
which we )x>re him on account of his rare tatcnts, 
and out of regard for Your Highness, knowing how 
much you lored him, and how useful he was to you 
in those studies which are your constant delight 
We feel sure tliat you grieve for him from the depths 
of your heart/'* 

After Messer Peretto's deuth, the young prince 
felt that he could no longer remain at Bologna, and 
wrote to his mother, who was then in Home, saying 
that he was returning to Mantua now that M, Pietro 
was no more, and hegged her to allow him io <ipend 
the summer at her villa of Porto, since the heat would 
be 90 great in the town. 

Poniponaz7.i*s reiiLuiiis were brought to his native 
city and buried in the (church of San Francesco, 
where Kreole raised a noble bronze monument above 
his remains. To the end of his life Isabellas son 
retained the deepest affection for his master s memor>' : 
he sealed his Icttt^rs with an effigy of Pomponaxzi, and 
bad a portrait of luiii wliich he describas as a "most 
speaking likeness,^ When, in 1545^ Paolo Giovio 
be^jed for a copy of this portrait to add to hts 
collection, the Cardinal replied that he could not 
spare the original, since tliis would leave him without 

1 DavaH, iMtcte in4*iile tH Ptrmpona^ti, 
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the image of the great man who had been his rmister, 
and regretted to say thnt. MRestro Giulio (Giulio Ro- 
msno) xvas too muoh occupied with buildings und phms 
to do the n'ork. but promised that one of his scholars 
should copy the portrait as soon as he returned from 
Kome.^ It is worthy of note that Krcole Gonzaga, 
who still rtnieuibered the great sceptic with so much 
veneration, was before long to become the president 
of th«> General Coundt which met at Trent in that 
same year. 

I Luzio LD 0»pnt- Sior,, l«WO, p^ 45l 





CHAPTER XXXIV 

1523—1525 

^tiglione In Ri>iiie — Pope Adrian's reromiG — ChieHcttti ait the 
Diet of Nciniberg — His lettere to IsHbelU — Journey of 
MajrelUn — Visit of hnbellA to \>nire-^M4VAgcm Mtul l^tinu 
— Dogf^ Andreft Grilli enten into an atlUnire with Charlen V. 
— The Pope joms tl»< Len^ue — DeaUi of Adrian VI. — Elec- 
tion of Clement VH. — Cftstiglione sent to Home — Wbis 
of Lombflrdy — The Conn^dnblc dc Boitiboi) tt Nfatitua — 
Isabella in Vcjiice — Ferraiite Goiusojifi jfocs to Spain — Ca*- 
tigljone ficnt by the Pope to Madrid —-Giulio Romano at 
Mantua — Isabella Bofichctti. 

Casticlioxe's embassy to tJie Vatican was prolonged 
until the end of March 152S. Owing to his exer- 
tions, Federico Gonzaga was confirmed in his post of 
Captain -Genemlj and in thi*i raparity held the haldac- 
chino over the new Pop© when Hi!* liotinesf^ entered 
Rome in state on tlic 80th of August 15*^22. Uut 
although Adrian VI. showed himself friendly to the 
Gonzagas and their kinsfolk of Urbino and Ferrara, 
and w*as sincerely desirous of peace, his foreign 
habits and the changes which he introduced soon 
rendered him unpopular, alike to the oflfieials of 
Leo the Tenth's court and to tlie people of Rome. 
He ttmxcd out the Cardiniils who lodged in the 
Vatican, ordered them to shave their beards and lav 
aside their secular habits, engaged an old Flemish 
cook, and gave his steward a single ducat a day for 
the expenses of his household. The carnival was 
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shorn of its splendour; even Pasquino was silenced, and 
would have been thrown into the Tiber if the Pope 
could hiive had his way, Ciistigtione »;ighed over 
Uiese changes, and was heartily sick of his missioii. 
To add to Ids discontent, the plague raged in Rome 
all through the autumn and winter, and he longed to 
escape from the stricken city, where he was in daily 
risk of losing his life. He succeeded^ however, in 
maintaining his influence with Adrian VL, and had 
a powerful helper at the Vatican in Isabellas old 
friend, Bishop Chiericati. 

This excellent prelate stood high in the Pope's 
favour, and was sent as papal nuncio to the Diet 
of Numberg, in the hope that he would be able to 
effect a reeonciliation with the German l^utherans. 
Erasnnis rejoiced to hear of the noble mission on 
wbicli bis friend was hound, and Chiericati himsrlf 
had great hoi)es of «uccei;s when he passed through 
Mantua in November 152*2. But the letters which 
he addrej^ed to Isabella from NUmberg show lliat 
the tiLsk was beyond his powers, and that neither 
the Pope nor any of his advisers as yet realised 
the proportions wliicJi the Lutheran movement had 
assumed, 

" 1 assure Your Excellency,'* he writes in Januaiy» 
" tliat Luther s doctrine has already so many rcx>ts 
ill the earth t|iat a thousand persons could not 
pull it up ; certainly I alone eannot But I will 
do what little I can, although threats and perse- 
cution are not wanting. Every day I receive vil- 
lainouK insults, but 1 try and take all these things 
patiently for the love of Cod, knowing tiiat they will 
be counted to mc as martyrdom, . . , Now they have 
begun to preach that the Sacrament of the Altar is 
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not a Inie Sacrament, and is not to I>c worshipped, but 
only celebrated in memory of Christ And they say 
that the Blessed Virffin has no merit as the Mother 
of Christ, and thut she bore othef sons to Joseph, 
And e^'ery day things go from bad to wor^. I pray 
God to put Forth IIi^ bund/' Again, he tcU:* Isabella 
how much he is distressed at Uie secular spirit of 
the clergy, and how German cardinals and arch- 
bishops are to be seen dancin^f and leaping in their 
ecclesiastical habits. And then, knowing that theo- 
logical controversies have never deeply interested the 
Marchoia, he passes on to pleasanter subjects, and 
tells her some of the wonderful talc** which bis 
Vicentine servant, Antonio Pignfctti. who had led 
him three years before, to sail round the worid with 
Magellan, has brought back from these unknown 
lands. 

"I send Your Excellency an accimnt of the 
Spanish expedition and a plan of the great city of 
Tcmistan, in the newly discovered islands of the 
Oceanic Sea, which will, I think, be of intvre^^t to 
you. And T hope that in a few days Your Excel- 
lency may have the great pleasure of liearing my ser- 
vant, who has jn-st returnc<l from this journey round 
the world, tell you himself all the great and umrvellous 
things which he has seen and described in writing. 
For certainly this joumcy is a greater one than any 
man has ever taken Ijcforc, ancc be and his comrades 
went round the whole of the globe. First of all, 
they sailed southwards to those islands in the Oceanic 
Sea which are called Terra Fermiu and round the 
point, over the Sea of Sur towards the west. Then 
turning to the north and east, they found themselves 
in the great Gulf, near the Spice Inlands, and sailed 
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by the golden Chersonese and the Gangelian Gulf, 
through the Pcrsiaii and Arabian Seas, by the Cape 
uf Guod Ilupe, into tlie Ethiopian Sea and acrosb the 
Atlantic, until they reached Uie Canary Islands, and 
returned to their own land by the opposite way, 
having gained not only great richcSt but what 
worth more — immortality. For surely this has thro 
all the deeds of the Argonauts into the shade. Here 
we have a long account of the expedition, which His 
Ca-sareaii Majesty has sent to the Archduke Fei"di- 
nand. who has kindly shown it to me, and 1ms also 
given me some of the spices which they brought from 
the** parts, with boughs and leaves of the tree from 
which they are made. Caesar lias also sent His Serene 
Higliness a painted map of the journey, and a bird 
wluch is verj' beautiful^ which the kings of th 
countries bear witli them when they go to battle^ 
and say they cannot die as long as it is at their side. 
It seems to be a very rare bird, and here they call it^ 
a phoenix ; ei de Ids saiis.^^ ( 

A few weeks later. Chiericati sent the IVfarohesa 
Pigafetti*s Itinerary, and on the 8rd of February 
1520* Isabella wrote to thank him for the book and 
to express the incredible satisfaction whidi it hud 
afforded her. " If your servant/' she continues,^ 
** who has retumed so full of knowledge from these 
parts* and whom indeed we envy greatly, should 
happen to come this way. we shall be deliglited 
to see Mm, for, as you will understand, it is a 
far greater pleasure to hear of these new and mar- 
vellous lands from a Uving person, than merely 
to read abcnit them. So if you can send him to 
Mantua* wc shall Ije deeply indebted to you." At 

^ B^ Monolin, op, ciL 
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the same time she congmtulatcd him on hia success 
in pei'suading the German princes to take aims 
against the Turk, and condoled with him over the 
difficulties which lie encountered at NHmberg. ** May 
our Lord God give you the power neoessnr}' to ex- 
tinguish that shameful and diabolical Lutheran sect* 
You must not allow yourself to be dislieiirtcmrd by 
the insults and opposition that you receive, remem- 
bering that it is the same in all important imdei^ 
takings^ and the greater your ditKcuttics artv the 
greater will be your glory," 

The nuncio kept his promt<;e« and Antonio Piga- 
fetti came to Mantua soon afterwanls, bringing with 
him the journal which he had kept daily on his voyage, 
and which Chiericati dcscrilKwl as a "divine thing," 
The traveller met with the most enthusiastic re- 
ception, and the Marchess was able to listen to his 
wonderful stories, and satisfy her curiosity as to the 
countries and native** of this strange new world which 
had been discovered in her own lifetime. In the last 
days of thw same month of January 1528, the painter 
Titian caine to Mantua at the urgent request uf 
Fcdcrico, who had probably n»et him in \'enice, and 
was familiar witli his works at Ferrara, The younjf 
Marquis was especially anxious that the Venetian 
master should paint a portrait for him. probably that 
of his mistress, Isabella Uoschctti, since the name of 
the sitter is never given in the letter* which he wrote 
on tlic subject. But Titian was on his way U> Ferrara 
to superintend the hanging of his great Bacclianah* in 
Duke Alfonso's Camerino. and had already sent the 
last of the series, the Uac<"hus and Ariadne of the 
National Gallery, by boat to tliat city. So he only 
spent a few days at Mantua, and the portrait, which 
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he probalily sketched during thus brief visit, w; 
finbhcd at Venice in the foUowing August. T 
work was prunuuticcd tu be very fine, aiwl greatly 
pleased the MarquLs who sent Titian a splendid 
doublet, in token of his satisfaction, before the picture 
ever reached him.' The painter's great £ntombmeiit 
of the Louvre was also executed and sent to Mant 
towards the end of the year, and was sold to o 
Charles I. with the gems of the Mantuan collection 
in the following century, but it is uncertain whether 
this noble work was painted for Fcdcrico or b 
mother. In any case. Isabella, who had been absei 
when Titian paid his first visit to Mantua and admired 
her art-treasures, four years before, now made the^ 
Acquaintance of the master, with whom she and h 
son were ttfterwards so intimately associated. 

A few ml>nth^ later, she saw him again in Veni 
when, after visiting Vadna, in fuUUment of a vo 
which she had made to the Santo, she spent Ascension- 
tide in that city- " To^ay," wrote Marino Sanuto 
on the 20th of May» " the Signory heard from the 
Mantimn .imbas'iador that the old Marrhe*iRna was 
in this city, lodging in Ca' Itarbaro in S. Stefuno, luid 
a present of ducats was sent her by order of tiic 
Signory."' On this occasion Isabella was accompanied 
by her brother, Duke Alfonso, now set free from the 
perpetual fear of papal intrigues and treacheries, and^ 
by Castiglione, who had at length returned from' 
Rome and was able to enjoy a well-earned holiday. 
This joyous little party started for Venice on the 
ICth of May, travelling imo^ruto, and, as usual oa 
these occasions, IsabeUa went everywiiere and saw 

^ Crowe c CavalcRscllc. Titian, vol. t App. 
* M. Sanuto, Diarii, xxxiv. L^6. 
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everything. Her companions confeHsed themselves 
tired out by her nuuTeUous energy, and the Count 
describes himself in a letter ta Federico as very busy, 
ormpatijiffimo^ in escorting Madnmn on her walks 
and gondola trips through the city.* 

Twenty-one years hud parsed since I^iubella paid 
her memorable \isit to Venice with her sLster-in- 
hiw. Duchess Elisabetta, and there wei'e maiky new 
and beautiful things for her to see in the churches 
and palji(«s of the lagoom — the glorious frescoes 
which adorned tlie Great Council Hall, the last and 
noblest altar-pieces of Giovanni Itellini, that master 
wliosc endless delays had caused licr so nmcli annoy- 
ance, the paintings of Carpaecio in the little shrine 
of the ^)lavoniau sailors, and the famous pictures 
by Giorgione. which she had vaiidy sought to obtain 
for her CJrotta. Now the great patriarch of Venetian 
painting and the brilliant master of Castelfranco 
were botli in their graces, and a new generation 
of masters had sprung up, with Titian at their 
head The Marchesa, no doubt, visited the church 
of S. Maria Gloriosa and saw the Assumption which 
he had lately painted for the Franciscjui friars, 
and examined his latest frescoes in the ducal palace. 
And she was especially struck by Ji St, Jerome 
which she aaw in hb shop, and ^ix^te to the 
Mantuan en\'oy, MalatcsU, after her return in 
June, desiring him to oftcr the painter 100 ducats 
for the picture. The librarian of S, Marco, Andrea 
Navagero, the friend of Raphael and Castiglione, who 
oflen visited the Marcbe?ia at Mantua and made him- 
self very useful to her in X'eniec, had, it appears, 
praised the picture greatly, and his advice encouraged 
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her to mflke the purchase, "knowing," she writes 
Mfdatestfit " that I cannot be wrong in acting on th< 
ttdvice of one who is so excellent a judge in the 
things," And she begs her agent to thank Messer' 
Andrea for his kind interest in the matter, and for all 
the trouble wliioh he has taken to secure the picture: f| 
Unluckily lobelia, finding herself as usual short of 
money, afterwards changed her mind, much to the 
distress of Mahitesta. who privately told Ippolito 
Catamdra that, if Her ExccUeiicy did not buy tlie 
picture, it would hardly be to her honour, especially 
now that he had spoken to Navagero and 'l^tian on 
the subject." The Marchesa, however, would not» 
have the St. Jerome, but eitlier tliLs picture oi^ 
another version of the subject was bought by her 
son Fedcrico in the year of his marriage^ and hung 
in the room of his wife, Duchess Margherita,' 

While Isabella and her brother visited ehurcht 
and studios, or studied rare books and manuscripts*^ 
with Castiglione and Navagero for their guides, politi- 
cal affairs were not neglected. Andrea Gritti had jtLs-t 
succeeded the aged Antonio Griniani on the ducal 
throne, and both the Duke and the Marchesa were 
present at hi^ proclatnation and cntlironcnicnt, after 
which Alfonso shook hands with the newly elected^ 
Doge, and wished him joy, in the most friendly 
manner. The next morning they attended the 
solenrtn mass in S. Marco when the banner of the 
Republic was formally delivered into his hands, and 
saw him crowned with the duail cap at the top ofi 
the Giants' Staircase/ 

1 Lucio (n Giom. $tor., 1^00, p. AS, 
V D'Arco, AHf e Art^fiti, H }6h 
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On his accession, the new Doge was called upon 
to make a momentous decision in accepting the 
proposals of Cliarles V. and Francesco Sforra to 
join in a league for the defence of the Milanese 
against tlie Signorys old ally, France, Ciislig- 
lione accordingly lost no time in waiting upon 
His Serene Higlme^, with whom he Imd a long 
interview on the 30th of May, ajid wlio profesAcd Llie 
warmest sentiments of friendship lor the Marquis 
Fedehco. Nor did the Count forget to put in a 
word in favour of his old master, tlic Duke of 
Urbino, whom he was atw&ys glad to .scn%. The 
result proved highly satisfactory, and when, on the 
S8th of June, the new treaty of the Republic wth 
the Emperor was proclaimed, Francesco Maria was 
appointed general of the \'enetian army. The 
GoiUHgas had now entered into a cIom; alliance 
with the Emperor, Charles V., and in July 1528, a 
few weeks after his return frr>m Vc-nice, ('astigHone 
wrote to his inend, Andrea Piperario, in Rome, 
begging htm to assure the Spanish ambassador that 
neither the Imd cvndnet of the Pi>pc nur that of the 
Duke of Milan could prevent the Marquis from being 
wholly devoted to the Emperor {Imperialmimo] both 
in body and soul ** Madama, his mother," the Count 
goes on, *' is entirely of the same opinion^ and if there 
were any need for me to keep them in this fnime 
of mind, 1 would not only gladly give my time and 
labour, hut life itself. " ' Ou tlic 9rd of August, Pope 
Adrian and the Hepuhlie of Florence both joined the 
league for the defence of Italy against the French, 
and the Marquis of Mantua, who was already Captain 
of the Church, received the c!ommand of tlie troops 
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which Florence sent to join the papnl forces. In 
spite of thi» formidable league, Francis L was bent 
on recovering Milan, and early in September a strong 
foi-ce under Bonnivct crossed the Alps, and, after 
taking Novara and Vigevano, laid siege to Milan. 

On tile Uth of September 1528. t}ie very day 
when the French crossed the Ticino, the Pope died, 
lieflTt-brokcn at the failure of his efforts to reform the 
Church, and to unite tlic poweis of Christendom ia 
a cmsadc against the Turks* *' Here lies Adrian VI,» 
who thought nothing more unlbrtunate in his life 
than tliat he became Pope/* was, Paolo GioAio tells 
us, the inscription which he wished to have placed on 
his grjLve. The Conclave met on the 1st of October, 
and after a prolonged sitting of fifty duys. Cardinal dci 
Medici was elected Pope, with the title of Clement 
VIL The Imperialists were exultant. Bembo pro- 
phesied that the new Pope would prove the l>est and 
wisest ruler which the Church had ever known, and 
all Rome rejoiced at the choice of a Medici, who 
would hold a splendid court and bring back the 
golden days of Leo X- The Gonzagas w^ere over- M 
joyed to see a friend of their house once more in the 
Chair of SL Peter, and Caj^ligliunc, who was on in- 
timate terms with the new Pontiff, was immediately 
sent to congratulate him on his election. 

That summer Isabella and her family were once 
more thrown into mourning hy the death of her 
brother-in-law Giovanni Gonzaga and hiK wife Laura 
Bcntivoglio, who both died in the same week, tlic one 
in the last days of August, the other on the 4th of Sep- 
tember. Giovanni had always shown himself the most 
loyal of subjects to his brother and nephew, and his 
house intheBorgoPradella had been the scene of many 
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pleasant family gathering?!. The loss of tliis honest 
and genial prinec vras deeply regretted by Isabella, 
and even more by Duchess Elisabetta, who was ten- 
derly attiched to her youngest bmthcr, and had Lttle 
in common with his sons. The cldcsl, Alessandro, 
was chiefly notorious for his quarrelsome temper and 
inveterate love of ganihling, and wasted both hi*<time 
imd patrimony at cards. Three months later, Isabella 
received a visit fmm another of her liu^band'.s nephews, 
wlio was a very diflTercnt character* and whose mis- 
fortunes aroused her deepest sympathy. This was 
the famous Conn^tahlc de Bourbon, the only survinng 
son of Chiara Gonzaga and Gilbert de Montpensier, 
The young French nobleman hjwl snereeded to the 
vast estates of the Bourbon family througli his mar- 
riage with Susaniie, only child of Cliarlcs the Eighth's 
sister Anne, but after his wife*s death the Queen* 
mother, Louise de Sav'ote, laid claim to these lands, 
and by her intrigues drove Cliarles de Bourbon from 
the French court. The Emperor received him with 
open arms, and offerwl hitn the c-ommand of the 
GejTtian forces in Lombardy, where he found himself 
fighting against his licgc lord in tlic very city over 
which he Imd uuce reigned us Viceroy. On her visit 
to Louis tlie Twelfth's court at Milan, many years 
before, Isabella had IxH^n greatly attra(le<l by the 
young prince, who bore a marked likeness to his 
motlier, and now she told his aunt Rlisftbetta that 
she could not express how charming and handsome 
he was> and how nobly and cheerfully he Iwre liis 
misfortunes. Monsigiiore de Bourlxin^ as ids Italian 
relatives c-illed him. accompanied Federico to the 
k camp of the league, and exerted himself actively 
I in opposing the French attack on Milan. By the 
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end of the year, Bonnivet was forced to raise the 
siege, and I^annoy^ the new Viceroy of Xaples* who 
took the command of tlie combined forces in March, 
soon compelled him to retire lieyond the Alps, The 
papal forces were dislianded, and Federico Gonzaga 
returned to Mantua early in May. 

Once more Italy enjoyed a brief inter\'ai of 
repohc, and Tsatx!Ua availed herself of the oppor- 
tunity to repeiit her ^isit to A'cnice. On the Hth 
of May^ Marino Sanuto mentions the arrival of 
the ■*3Iarchesa di Mantova, mother of the Lord 
Marquis, and sister of the Duke of Ferrtra, com- 
monly called Miwlama, who is lodging in Casa Bar- 
bara, near S. Vilale, witli tlie Muiituan ambassador^ 
and has broiight witJi her, for the use of her house- 
hold, four amp/tortt and three barrels of wine, twenty 
sacks of Hour, four cheeses, iMsides meat and vege- 
tables, all of which were declared free of duty by the 
Signoria." ' Ual)ella paid a \isit to the Doge vViidrea 
Gritti, who gave her a splendid reception, add en- 
tertained her in his private rooms where she !!>peiii 
some time, talking freely of many things, and especi- 
ally of the latest news from Turkey, Ever)" courtejjy 
was shown to the Marchesa on this occasion, and 
when the Mantiian envoy came to thank the Signoria 
for their courtesy, and expi-ess how greatly she had 
enjoyed her visit, the Doge replied in the most cordial 
term^t and .spoke of the Marquis as a beloved son 
and faithful ally. 

IsabeUa remained in \'enice for the Ascension 
f&tes, and attended high mass on the Feast of Corpus 
Christ! in S, Mureo, wlien the Patriarch sang the 
ofKee, the Doge in his crimson rol>es, and all the 
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members of tlie Sciiola di San llocco were present 
After this solemn fiinction, the Marchcsa wulkcd 
through the Merceria and the most crowded streets 
in the city to theRiallo, "and enjoyed herself exceed- 
ingly/' %Tite.s Siinuto, *' making an attendiuit walk 
on each side of her, supporting her arms, for the sake 
of her dignity/" The advance of years could not 
dimiDish her energy and love of sight-seeing, and at 
fifty she was as full of life and as interested in every- 
thing about her as she had ever l^een. Itut although 
the Doge was eager in his prcife^isions of regard for the 
Marchess and her son^ he was already wavering in 
hh allegiance to the Emperor, and before the end of 
the y«ir both A'enice and the Pope entered into a 
secret agreement with France. 

From the moment of his election, Clement VIL 
adoi>ted the crooked policy of his uncle IjCo X.. and, 
without breaking openly with tlu* Kmper*>n liegan to 
negotiate secretly with Francis I, lie a^isumed a 
strictly neutral attitude in the hope of gaining time, 
and tried by skilful intrigues tu preserve the balance 
of power between the two rivals, hotii of whom he 
dreaded equally, Kut wiiile he directed his gravest 
censures against Alfonso d'Estc, who luul taken ad- 
vantage of the late Pope's death to recover Kcggio, 
he confirmed Federieo Gonzaga in his office a^ 
Captain*G€neral« and trcatcil his envoy with marked 
favour. All through the bumuicr, Castigliunc re- 
maincd in Home, keeping a watchful eye over his 
master's interests, while the tajiglcd web of intrigue 
gathered every day more thickly round the Vatican. 
Often, in the midst of his thankless and troublesome 
task* he longed for rest and freedoni, and wished 
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himself Imck at Mantua, enjoying the cool breezes 
mild dcUc'iotUi shades of tlic Mai'chesa's beautiful 
villa of Porto. jf 

*■ Signorti mia ifliistnssima" he HTOle on the 20th of^ 
July 1524, '• I nccept any penance which Your High- 
ness ^jces tit to lay upon nie for my n^lect in writing, 
with the humility of a good penitent Here the h 
and Uie great abundance of excellent melons we faavi 
enjuyeil during the last month do not agree M-ith niC 
at all and might do me real harm if it were not for 
the good medicines recommended by Your Excel- 
lency. I hope to come and kis^ your gracious hands, 
if not during these great lieats, at least when they 
att^ a little al>ated. and we may still he able to dine 
in your beautiful loggia, for among ull the fair places 
in Romep 1 know of none which can compare with 
that I''' M 

Isabella hastened to assure her friend how eagerly 
he wfLs expected in her loggia, where his presence 
would be all the more welcome after the fine 
praises which he had bestowed upon it. But ndiher 
during that summer, nor any other, wa« the Marcbcsa 
to enjoy the company of iier most brilliant courtier 
in the lovely gar<lens of Porto, Fur on llie ^ranic 
day that the Count was sighing to be once more 
at home, Pope Clement addressed a letter to the 
Manjuis. begging that he might be allowed to send 
hts guod servant, the M agniHcro Haldassarre Cas- ^ 
tiglione, on an important mission to His Ca*sareaal 
Majesty at Madrid.* Xdthcr Fedcrico nor the Counfcl 
could refuse this Hattcring raiuesi-, and Isabella was 
the more inclined to gratify the I'o[)e's wish, because, 

1 Luiloe Ittnkr, MoMtova e UrBtHO, p. 965. 
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she was about to send her third son, Fcrrantc, to the 
Court of Spain. Tlic marked favour which Charles 
V. had Utely shown the Marquis had encouraged her 
to take this step, and Castighone gladly pronaised to 
serve tJie young prince to the best of his powers. 
*' I long more than ever to enjoy Your Excellency's 
loggia/' he wrote on the 4th of August, " and grieve 
to think how Utt!e I am likely to be tlicrc now. 
When 1 am in Spain, I nIuiU often wish myself back 
at Mantua, but shall console myself by serving Don 
Ferrante, until God allows mc to return, and find the 
rest which is needful at my affe and time of life-" 

Ferrante Gonzaga was barely seventeen, but was 
already a tall and active youth, who inliented hin 
fathers powers of hor^eman^^hip and skill in courtly 
exeixjisesf and hi^ mother's love of art and letters. 
" I rejoice," wrote Ercole Gon2aga to his mother 
from iUjIogna, " to hear that my brother Ferrante is 
devoting himself to such laudable deeds, as well as to 
those studies which by Your Excellency s kind care we 
have leameil to love from our tendere^t years." But 
it was in the career of arms, rather than in that of 
letters, that I^abellas youngest son was to cam his 
laurels, and rise to that high place in the Emperor's 
favour which he afterwards attained- Meanwhile his 
mother had not abandoned the hope of obtaining a 
Cardinal's hat for Erf«le, and by her orders Castig- 
lione renewed his application on the subject to Pope 
Clement. liis lloUncss seemed inclined, he wrote, 
to lend a favourable ear to ttie proposal, but would 
make no promises, iiud in October, the Count urged 
Federico (lonzaga to come to Rome himself, say- 
ing that the Fojtc was an^cious to sec him, and 
his presence would, he felt sure, advance the 
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matter in hftndJ Tlte Alarquis took the hint* ai 
actually started for llomc in the middle of Octol 
WTicin however, he reached Bologim, he heard that 
Fnmois L had suddenly crossed the Mont Ceais* 
and wa-^s marching on Mihin. In this eritical state 
of alTairs, he felt that it was imf>ossible to continue 
his journey, and returned to Mantua to await the 
fiirthtfF dovdopnieiit of aflTairs,* By the time that 
he reached home, Fnineesco Sforza had been com- 
pelled to evacuate Milan and retire on Lodt, leaving 
a -Strong j^arrison in the Castetlo^ while Francis UM 
laid siege to Pavia, which was stoutly defended by 
the Spanish chaplain, Antonio dc Lcy\"a. All through 
the winter months the Imperialist generals were 
compelled t<i remain inactive fnr want of money and 
peinforcements, and in Rome, Pasquino. who Iiad 
recovered his voice under the new I*opc, offered a^ 
rewanl "for the discovery of the Imperial army, lost* 
sometime last October in the mountains betweea, 
France and Lombardy, and never heard of since/ 
" Here, in Rome, there is no news/' wrote the nuncU 
Chiericati to Isabella. " All the great and important" 
tidings come from l-ombardy, where Your Kxccl- 
Icncy now is, so I can only serve you up a salad of 
the diilereiit fmginents wliich reach us from beyor 
the Alps, Here both the Colorma and Uie Orati 
are reusing forces, and we all wonder if the French are 
going to inva<le Naples, but His HoUness observes a 
strict neutrality, and only ^;eeks to keep the peat^e/ 
In other words, the Pope per^K-vcred in his temporij 

' S«Duto> lyiarii, xx\\\\.\ D'Arco e BraghirotU, Arch. Si. iQ 
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ing policy, and refused to declare liiniself openly on 
either side. Siuce Mantua leuiained at peace, and 
Fedcrico's presence in the field was not required, 
Isabella now decided to ^ to Rome herself, and 
ask the Pope for Ereoles Cttrdinals hat in person. 
Itefore her departure she had the plea^sun? of sniping 
Castiglione, who came back to Mantua and took leave 
of his motlicr and children bcfoi-c his departure for 
Spain, towards the end of December. He brought 
with him, at Federieo's request, the pa>nter Giulio 
Romano, the pupil of Raphael* " whom I lo\'e," he 
wrote to the Pope, "every bit as much, now he is dead, 
as whnn he was alive/ And the Count also brought 
Uabella a model of a beautiful villa and t^pacious 
gardens, which liad been designed by Michel Angelo 
Fcdcrico admired these plans immensely, and declared 
his intention of building a similar palace at Mannirolo, 
where he had lately erected a sumptuous theatre and 
other splendid buildiitgs.* This scheme, however, 
seems to have been abandoned, and Giulio Romano, 
who now took up his abode at Mantua, began to build 
his famous palace of the T^, on the marshy ground 
outside tlie P^l^tc^U Gale, formerly occupied by the 
Marquis Franeesco's stal)les. 

In those days the handsome young Marquis v*as 
passionately in love with Isabella Bosebetti, whose 
fair face and form may still be seen in the Psyche, 
painted by ^fes^r Giulio*s hand, whom we Kee 
reigning supreme amid the goddesses on the ceiling 
of the Palazzo dd Tir, And it was for his mistress 
that Federico built tlic noble Palazzo della Giustizia» 
which was also decorated with paintings by the 
I hand of his favourite master. Isabella bore him 

I > Luxlo e Rcnkr, JUmCom, p. S57, 
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three rViilfiren, and his devotion to her miide him 
reject all proposaU of marriage* After his father'^J 
death he broke ofT his cnga^^cmcnt witJi Maria di 
Moiitferrato, and obtained a dissolution of the con- 
tract from Clement VII/ Some of his relatives 
were anxious that he should marry the Kinj[ of 
Poland's daughter, but Federico himself took littl^J 
interest in the scheme, which was allowed to drop. 
All thiK was a atuse of great distress to his mother, 
who lonj^od to sec tliG <fuccession secured in her 
family, and suHercd many thingif from the selfislme 
and jealousy of Federico's mistress, Pnolo Giovic 
who knew her intimately, and frequently visited™ 
Mantua, tells us tliat tlie Marchesa was often left 
alone, or with only two or three faithful old wrvantji, 
while her son's imtamorata rode proudly through thej 
town, followed by a crowd of courtiers and ladies. [ 
It was then, the historian explains, that tlie Marehc?»aj 
adopted the device of a many^branched cajidlestick,] 
such as is used in the services of Holy Week, when] 
the priests put out one light after the other till 
only one is left, as a symbol of the und>ing dame 
of faith- *' And thi** device/* the Bishop wTites, 
*'Madama caused to be painted in her rooms of tlie 
Corte Veechia and in her villa of Porto, and I, who 
was always her loyal servant, gave her the motto, 
SnJUit unum m tcnebm^ which recalls \'irgil's line^^ 
Unum pr^ muUis,^* ^ fl 

Handello, we have already seen, speaks of the e\il 
influence which Isabella Boschetti exerted on th^| 
Marquis: and some of tlie Marchesa's o^7i servants, 
such as Mario Equicola, forgot tlicir duty t 

^ D«¥Ari ill Arch, St Ltmb., 1887. 
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old mistress in tfaetr engemess to ingratiate them- 
selves with her son. Mario, however, did not live 
much longer to make mischief between Federico 
and his mother. He was too ill to aceompany 
Isabella when she went to Rome early in li525» 
and died at Maritiia in tlie fallowing July. Cus- 
tigUone provet] her faithful friend to the last, and did 
not tbrget her in the anxieties and distractions of his 
Spanish mission. Soon after his arrival at Madrid, 
in March, he wrote to give the Marchesa news of her 
son Ferrante. '' Thank God, I am well, and although 
cverytliiog here seems strange, I am beginning to get 
used to Spaiiish customs, and lliese gentlemen seem 
pleased to see me- A week »go, my illustrious lord, 
Don Ferrante, went to S. Jacopo di Clalicia, He is 
very well indeed, in high favour with Casar, and 
adored by all these Spanish lords. I hope Your 
Highness will write and tell me how you are, and 
if your secretaries are too busy, M- Andrea Piperario 
will gladly write aUl you ai'e good enough to tell him 
for me-"' Madrid, April 0, 1525- 

In July, Messer Baldassarre wrote again from 
Toledo, advising the Marchess, who was by this time 
in Rome, to prolong her travels, &nd visit the shrine 
of S. Jacopo before her return. "In old days," he 
remarks gaily, *' Your Excellency used to say she 
bad a great wiUi to visit the slirinc of S. Jacopo di 
Galicia. It seems to me this would be the verj" time 
to go there, and you would see so many beautiful 
places on the way that you would be delighted ! I 
seem to hear you laugh, thinking that I am saying 
this in jest, to remind you of the accursed love of 
travel which that Signor of the house of Este left 

» LuHo la Giant, St., 1900, p. 1^ 
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to all his race ! But I say this fiecause I really tliink 
the journey would please Your Excellency. I know- 
that La Brogiui wiU not approve, because of her wish 
to return tu MuiiLua, uud will hold the purdun of 
Santa Croec mure precious than that of S. Jacopo. 
Enough that I have given you my advice. Your 
Excellency will do as she chooses.*'^ But Isabella's 
wish was not to he fulfilled, and she never went 
to Spain, or saw Custiglione again. 
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CHAFFER XXXV 

1525—1527 

I]Uil>ellA goe* to Rome — Vi^ts Urblno and Loreto — Is received 
ly the Pupe — Occupit's Iho FaUuco SS. Aposloli — Death 
of C&rdinol Goozaga and of Duchc&a Elisabctta of Urbtno 
— The Iinpemliats ndvAiice KouthwiinU^PMfljige of the Vt>, 
Ami dcnth of Ciovannt deUe Baiiile Nere U Mantua — l^nnoy 
ftn<l the Vtypt sign a truce — Bourbon &dvaiicc6 ogidnst Komo — 
The Marquis of MfttitUA witrm the Popc^-lsabelln fcfusc* to 
leave Rome — Fortifies her bouse, and givt% Vnliclter to arobns- 
aodurs odU Huumu ladies — Ereolc Ooiuui{& uuidc u C&rxiiimL 

Early in JanUAiy, lsftl>ella sent her servants to 
Rome, to prepare the Duke of Urbiiio's pulace near 
the church of S. Maria in Via Lata, for her recep- 
tion. A month later she herself started on the 
journey with a small suite, including her new secre- 
tary, Giovanni Francesco Tridapale, and her old 
fe%'oiirite, Brngna, who was restored to favour after 
the death of the Marquis Fmncesco^ and resumed 
her former post of lady-ia-^waitliig. The Slarclie^ 
was also accompanied by two young pnncesses of 
remarkable beauty and charm — Camilla tJonzaga di 
Novellara, and Giulta, daughter of Lodovico Gon- 
zaga of Gazzuolo. and grarul-daitghter of Aiitonia 
del R»lzo, who enjoyed the reputation of being the 
loveliest woman of her time. After spending a few 
daj'5 at Fcrrara» the travellers took boat for Ravenna, 
and then rode overland to Pesaro, which was safely 
reached on the 17th ctf February. Here both 
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Duchesses were awaiting the Marchcsa, and the 
whole city welcomed lier with the greatest joy. 
Guidobaldo rode out with a troop of noble youths to 
meet his grandmother three mOes from the gates, 
and Leonora and the ladies of the court saluted 
her at the foot of the palace steps. KUsabetta, 
whose liealth had bceu failing ever since her return 
from exile, was even more overjoyed to see her 
beloved sister-in-law; and, instead of setting out 
again on the following niornirig, Isabella was per- 
suaded to spend two nights at Pesaro, A pastoral 
play, with musical interludes and dances* was per* 
fonned in her honour on the last evening, and early 
the next day the Marchesa left for Sinigaglia, on 
the way to Lorcto. 

On the journey from Loreto to Rome, she re- 
ceived the news of the great battle which had been 
fought at Pa\ia on the Emperors twenty-fifth birth- 
day — the Feast of St, Matthias — and of the complete 
defeat and capture of Fraiieis L Many of l«abcUa*s 
friends were pre?>ent on that hard-fought field- Her 
nephew, Charles dc Bourbon, and her kin&man, the 
gallant Pescara, were tlie heroes of the hoar. La 
Tr^mouille, La Palisse, Galeazzo di San Severino, 
were among the 12,(KN) corpses left on the battle- 
field; white Federico di Rozzolo and St Pol and 
many others were taken prisoners with the French 
king, When the Marchesa reached Rome, on the 
l!»t of March, ?ihc found the Imperialists exultant, 
and the Pope lialf-dead witli terror For it was 
openly said that Charles V., furious with Clemeut 
the Seventh's temporising game, vowed that he 
would come to Italy himself and give His Holiness 
A lesson. Lender these circunostancesj the Pope w^ 
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especially anxioiLs to retain the frientlHliip of the 
Mantu&n princes. Wlien he heard from Pietro 
Aretino that Federioo was exceedingly anxious to 
possess Ttaphners portrait oP Pope Leo K., which 
hung in the Palazzo Mc<iici ut Florence, he imme- 
diutety gave urdcrs that this liuiiuus work slimild 
be presented to the Marquis, In l^eceniber 1524, 
Francesco Goiizaga, who tiad succeeded Castiglione 
as ambassador at the Vatican, wrote to inform his 
lord that a copy of the picture was to be made at 
once by some good Florentine mjuster, and that as 
soon as this was done, the original would be sent to 
Mantua.^ Andrea del S&rto was selected for the 
task, and it was his copy, as we learn from \'asari, 
tliat was sent to Federico by Ottaviano del Medici 
in the following Auffust The Pope's kinsman was 
naturally reluctant to part, with Ilaphael's own work, 
and the copy was so admirable that even GiuUo 
Romano did not discover the deception until ^'"asari 
himself revealed the secret,^ The same causes 
prompted Ilis liotincss to receive the Marches* with 
the highest honour. 

It was the year of Jubilee, but very few pilgrims 
had ventured to come to Rome in these troubled 
times, and Isabella was tlie only visitor of distinc- 
tion who attended the ser\'ices of Holy Week, and 
received plenary indulgence. The Pope supplied her 
with wlieat. barley, wine, sugar, wax, oil, meat, and 
fish for Uie ujhi of her household, and iui'ited the 
Marchesa to a pri^'ate audience on the 9Ui of Maidi- 
But when Isabella explained the real object of her 

1 A. Bavchct, Ardu St IL^ ttne ttrto, UL 116-130; IVArco e 
Bnghlrolli, vU. 192, 19a. 
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jourueyf and asked His Holiness to make her son 
Ercole a Cardinal, tlie Fope replied witii evasive 
answers and civil words. The Marcliesa, however, 
resolved to hide her time; and, with the intention 
of spending the summer months in Home, au'cept-pd 
the offer of the Colonna Palace, close to the Church 
of the SS. Apostoli, from Cardinal Ponipeo Colonna. 
In this splendid house, surrounded with beautiful gar- 
dens, and finely situated on the brow of the yuirinal 
hill, Isabella spent the next two years, and wit- 
nessed the awful catastrophe of the siege and sack 
of Rome, 

For a time, however, all went well- The Pope, 
in his alanTL, consented to funn a new alliatice with 
tlie vnctor of Pavia, and on May-day attended 
mass at the Church of the SS. Apostoli, and was 
afterwards entertained at a banquet in the house 
of his enemy, Cardinal Colonna. From the window 
of the palace looking down into the church, the 
Pope and the Marchcsa witnessed the strange revels 
that were yearly held on this feast-day. They saw 
hundreds of fowls let loose among the women who 
thronged the sacred precincts, and watched men 
climbing a greasy pole to reach the pig at the top, 
while spectators from the neighbouring houses threw 
pails of water over them — "sport?," adds Marccllo 
Alberino, who was present, "which are hardly con- 
venient in a sacred temple, but which the mob joined 
in gladly, feeling sure they would never take plaqe^ 
again." ^ 

Isabella's old friends in Rome were, for the most 
part, dead and gone. Cardinal Bibbiena, Giuliano dei 
Medici* ilaphael were no more, and Ca^tiglioue was 
^ M- AlbcnoOf iJiorn, Ac 
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far atway in Spain, IJut a few were still left. SadaleLo 
was papal secretary; PmAty Giovio and Cbiericati — 
whom tlie last-iuuned prelate calls the sweetest of all 
his friends — were both at the Vatican; while Pictro 
Bembo came to Rome that winter to pay his re* 
spects to Pope Clement- **(>nly the other day," 
wrote the \^enetian hiimani-st on the ^Oth of Aprils 
"I saw the Lady Marchesanu, honourably attended 
by a fiir and noble company, driving about in her 
chariot, which Ls as fine a sight as it is a novel one 
in Rome."* Among the ladies who were present 
with Isabella on this occasion was Camilla Gonzaga 
di Novellara, whom nembn hnnonmd with his special 
devotion, and with whom he kept up a lively cor- 
respondence. After he left Rome, he sent this 
youthftil lady some of his sonnets, begging her to 
present his salutations to the Marclicsana and to 
the Venetian ambassador, Domenico Vcnier, whom 
he asked in his turn to love and honour the fair 
Camilla a little more warmly for his sake than he 
would naturally do on his own account.' Another 
humani?*t who was deeply attacJicd to Camilla Gon- 
zaga, the poet Molza, came to Rome in March 
from Bologna^ bringing letters to the J^larchesa from 
her son Ercole, " I know," wrote the future Car- 
dinal to bis mother. ** bow much you delight in the 
company of leamctl men, but yet 1 ask you for 
my sake to rc^ccive Molza with especial kindness 
and I am sure that before long be will compel you 
and all your ladies to love him for his own sake.' 

So liabcUas house became once more the raeet- 
ing-place of poets and men of letters, who accora- 
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puoicd her in her wslks and drives, and re&d tiieir 
verses or told their stories under the ancient ruins 
of the Temple of the Sun* in the terraced gardens 
looking down on the Baths of Constantine and 
the distant Campogna. Her intere^ in antiques 
was as keen as ever; she explored the ruin^ sought 
out Roman medaU, and bargained wiUi dealers and 
coUector*^ over the prices of ancient marbles and 
mosiics. Michel Angeio was absent working for the 
Po|>c in Florence, but she made friends M'ilh im 
follower, Sehnstiano del l^iombo, and especially ad* 
mired his skill in painting portraits. She visited 
all the famous churches and shrines in turn, and 
was present in her chariot on the festival when all 
Rome assembled to hear the witticisms of Pasquino, 
who had recovered his old gaiety, under the rule of a 
Medici Pope. 

On the 4t!i of Oetoher, the Marches heard of 
the death of her brother-in-law. Cardinal SigisD>ondo 
Gonzaga, who liad been laid up Cor many munths at 
Mantua with gout and increasing infirmities, and 
witliout a moment's delay, she hastened to the Vatican 
and entreated the Pope to confer the vacant hat on 
her son Rrcole. Clement vacillated as mual between 
hifi wish to obhge the Marchesa and his dread of 
afiVonting other applicants, but Isabella imi^stcd with 
so much force that in the end the Pope promised to 
make Ercole a Cardinal whenever he saw his way to 
increasing the number of the Sacred Coli^pe, The 
Marchesa left his presence, with a brief to this effect 
in her liands, and on the 4th of November, Bembo, 
writing from Padua to his friend Reazzaiio in Rome, 
remarked: "A fortnight ago, the Duke of Urbmo 
showed me a copy of a brief which the Pope had 
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addressed to Sij^nor Ercole Gonza^ brother of the 
3Iarquis of Mantua, promising, on the faith of a true 
Pope, to make him Cardinal at the next creation, 
and this I think will take place very soon." And 
he wrote to Ercole in the saine strain, advising him 
to go to Rome himself as soon as possible. Tbe 
death of SigLsmondo was a blow to his tender- 
hearted sister Elisahetta, Her own lualth was in a 
very precarious state, and Federic5o Gonzaga, fearing 
the effect of a sudden shock, wrote to Kniiha Pia, 
b^ging her to break the news gently to his aunt. 
But early in JanuaTy, the good Duchess became 
seriouiily ill, and on the SStb &hc pas&ed away, to 
the sorrow of her family and subjects. Both the 
Duke and bis wife were ab-^ent at tbe time, and 
Leonora wrote from the neighbourhood of VeroDS 
to tell her mother of Elisabettas serious illness. A 
few days later, the news of her death reached them, 
and tJiey botii wept for one who Imd been to them 
the best of motbors. The loss of this devoted sifter 
and friend was even more severely felt by Isabella, 
who had been closely connected with ElisaiKitta for 
the last forty -six years, ajid tlic Mantuan ambassador, 
Francesco GonzJiga, gives a touching accoiuit of the 
sorrow with which she received the news, 

'* Madama,*^ he writes to Federico on the 5th ot 
Februarj% " lias felt the greatest distress at the death 
of the widowed Duchess of blessed memory, and 
besides tlie Ues of hlood, and the singular lo\'e which 
has always united these two illustrious princesses, she 
grie\'es over the loss of the most rare lady whom this 
age has known. But it is the will of God, and we 
can only Iwar our loss in patience. The news of the 
said Duchess's death reached the ambassador of 
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Urbino jii«t before I received Your Excellency's 
letter on Friday evening, and as the hour was lotc, 
and Madaina was in thi: company of scnnc of these 
Cardinals I did not tell her until the following 
tnoming. His Holiness, on his part, showed the 
greatest sorrow for this sad event, and, in convei^ 
satioD with me, remarked that we had lost a lady 
of rare gifts and singular excellence, and that he 
realised this the more fully becimse he had known her 
uitiioutcly iii ihe darkest days of Iier life- And he 
observed that she would be a great loss to the Lord 
Duke, wliom she helped by tier wise and prudent 
counsels, and the admirable love which she had for 
his subjects." * 

But, amongst all the tributes to EUsabctta's 
memory, that which her old friend Bcmbo paid her 
was the truest and most eloquent, ** I have »ccn 
many excellent and noble women," he wrote, " and 
liave heard of some who were more illustrious for 
certain virtues, but in her alone among women all 
virtues were united and brought together- I liave 
never seen or heard of any one who was her equal, 
and know very few who have even come near 
her-"' 

The words, as Lady Eastlake remarked, may well 
have suggested Shakespeare's lines : — 

"For several virtues 
HftVG 1 likc<t several women, never any 
With to full soulj but some defect in her 
Did <|uarfel with the noblest grace she owed 
And sent it to the foil ; but you, O yoUj 
So perfect and so peerless are created 
Of every creature's beat," ' 

^ Luzia e R«iu«r, Mantova, p. $74. 
> O^em, iv, * QuarUrijf Bnierv^ Uvi, 24. 
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Mcuiiwhile iniportutit politic&l events wei^ takiiij^ 
place. On the 14tti of Januar}% the Treaty of 
Madrid was signed, and Francis I, was released from 
euptivity. Hut hnnlly had he set loot in France than 
the Pope absolved him from his oath to observe the 
conditions of the treaty, and Kinmelf joined the new 
League agiiinst the Emperor with France, ^^enice^ 
Florence, and the Duke of Milan. The Man:(uis of 
Mantua, wlio was kept informed by his mother, and 
Francesco Gonzaga, of all that happened in Rome, 
remained strictly neutral, and begged the Pope's 
leave to absUun from taking up amis against his liege 
lord the Emperor, while the Duke of Ferrara, whom 
Clement VII. refused to admit into the League* 
made a secret agreement with Charles V,, and sup- 
plied his troops with provisions and ammunition. 
The Pope was more furious than ever with his old 
enemy, ** If the Uuke mshcs to make the Emperor 
master of all Italy/' he exchiimed, 'Met him try his 
worst ! Much gcKkd may it do him I " ' Cuido 
llangone now led the papal forces to join the Duke 
of Urbino, who, as Venetian gcncial, assumed the 
chief command of the armies of the League. Hut 
whether owing to ill-health or excessive caution^ 
Francesco Maria allowcni the Castello of Milan to 
fall into the hands of the Imperialists without striking 
a blow in its defence, and the unfortunate Sforza was 
compelled to capitulate, on the 24th of July. He 
rctinn] to Lx>di, and the Duke of Urbino, after 
taking Cremona, left the camp, and joined his wife 
at Mantua. 

For a time all remained quiet in Rome. Isabella 

of the Pmpt^y" vi. SSO, itc. 
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q>ent the summer pleasajitly. entertaining her friends 
jtnd coUectii^ antiques and pictures* Ou the 26th 
of July, the weddijig of V^cspasiano Colonna, the 
head of his powerful hausc, and uf the bcauLtful 
Giulia Gonzaga, was celebrated in the Marches**! 
palace. The brJde^fK>Tn was already an elderly 
nian» and had one daughter by a former marriage* 
named Isabella, the riche-st heiress in Italy, whom 
the Pope destined to be tlie bride of his young 
cousin Ippolito del Medici* But lus vast wealtli and 
position made the match a briUiant one for the young 
Gon/agu princess, and gave the Marchesa especial 
satisfaction. The wedding was solemnised with great 
splendour. \'espasiano took his fair bride to his 
castle of Palliano in the CampitgnA, and no one 
dreamt of the storm that was alxiut to burst. 

Two months later, on the 20th of September, 
R<Hne was startled by a sudden inroad of the 
Colonnas. Vespasiano and Aseanio Coloima, to- 
gether vnth their kiiLsman Canlinal Pom[K^o. and 
the Imperial envoy Don Ugo di Moncada, entered the 
Latcran Gate without opposition^ marched through 
the city, and encamped in the Piazza SS. Apustolif 
under the windows of Isabella's palace. The Pope 
and Cardinals fled to the Castell Sant' Angelo, the 
Spanish soldiers pillaged the Vatican, and carried off 
the gold and silver plate from the altars uf St. Peter^s. 
Even Chiericati, whose Imperialist sympathies were 
known to all, and who stood high in Charles the 
Fifth's favour, was unable to save his property. In 
his terror^ Clement sent for Moncada, and promised 
to withdraw from the League. The invading force 
retired, and the Pope recalled liis troops to RomCt 
and employed them to wreak vengeance 
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castles and dependants of the ColonnaA tn the 
Caropsgna. But in November the German captain, 
Frundsberg, crossed the Alps with 12,000 lands- 
knecfUe^ aiid after a few skirmishes with the Duke 
of Urbino's forces, succeedeil in effecLiiig a junction 
with BourboD at Piacenza, 

Isabella heard from her son of tlie death of Gio- 
vanni dcUc Uande N^^^e, tJic son of her old friend 
Giovaniu dei Medici and Caterina Sforza, and the 
one leader of mark in the armies of the League. 
This j^lant soldier was mortally wounded in a des* 
perate attempt to prevent the Imperialists from 
croasinpT *he I'n at Govemolo, and wa<4 carried 
through thickly falling snow to the house of Lodo- 
vico Gonzaga in Mantua, There the Oukc of Urbioo 
came to visit the dying hero, and his old enemy, the 
Marquis Federico, sfiowed him every courtesy, " He 
kissed bini tenderly," writes Pietro Aretino, in the 
letter describing his firiend s last moments, '* and 
spoke gracious words, such aa I never hcanl from 
any prince saving oaly Francesco Mario,^ Kcderico, 
deeply moved at the sight of this bnivc man l>ing 
on hi^ death-bed, begged him to ask fur some favour, 
since in liis lifetime he had refused to accept any- 
thing at his liauds. '' Love me wlien I am dead^ 
said Giovanni. "That I will indetfl,'* replied the 
MAFqni^, '*and more than this, I. and many nthcrs, 
will never cease to huuent the loss of so noble and 
excellent a prince/* Soon afterwards, the Gran 
diiwolo, a^ his soldiers called him, breathed his last, 
to the great regret of his kinsman Pope Clement 
"Et en verity/' wrote the French ambassador, Du 
Bellay, ^'c'estoit un grand homme de guerre." 

1 Fueliai, C^erina Sj&rm^ M. S9. 
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The Duke of Urbino now retreated towards 
Venetian frontier, and the Imperialist leaders, finding 
that no furtlier opposition was offered, continued 
tbetr mftrch southwards, ravaging the eoimtty ajsd 
living on plunder, Frundsbcrg waJi left at Fcrrani 
dangerouity ill, and Buurbun found himself power- 
less to restrain the savage hordes of German lamU- 
hucMe^ clamouring for pay. Meanwhile, Renzo da 
Ceri took the command of the papjd forces south 
of Rome, and snceeeded in repulsing the Imperialists 
under Lannoy, Viceroy of Naples, Encouraged by 
this success, the Pope opaied negotiations with 
Lannoy, who came to Rome on the 25th of March, 
and signed a truce of eight months. Clement VII. 
agreed to wtlidraw his troojw from Naples, while 
Bourbon was to retire into Lombardy on payment 
of 60,000 dncats. I-^annoy went to meet Rourbon 
at Florence, and the I'ope, lulled Into faUe security, 
disbanded his forces in ^pitc of repeated warnings 
fi*om the Marquis of Mantua, *• The prudent ad\ioe 
giv-en by Your Excellency in your letter of the 28th 
to the Pope," wrote Francesco Gonzaga, " telling him 
not to disarm in spite of the truce^ was as neces?;ary 
as it is worthy of praise, but His Ilulijicss seem^s 
already to liave surrendered at discretion. There is 
no doubt tliat it is tJie fixed, absolute will uf God 
to ruin both the Church and her niler."' 

At the same time, Fcderico entreata! his mother 
to retuni to Mantua at once. But Isabella was de- 
termined not to leave Rome without Ercole's hjit. and 
replied that it would be time to think of taking h< 
departure when the landsknet/ttc were at the gate 
And since her nephew was in conunand of tl 

' GregOTXivim, Horn, vui, i07. 
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Impeiial aiiny, and her son Fcrrantc had hurried 
back from Spain to join him, she had little cause 
to tear for her own safety. 

Lannoy now hastened to meet Bourbon, acoordinif 
to hi-s proinij>e. He found tlie Imperialist general at 
the foot of the ApennineSp and told tiim of the 
truce wliich had been signed in Rome. But the 
Germans und Spaniards alike refused tu accept these 
terms, and since the Duke of Urbino was guarding 
the passe^s towards Florence, demanded to be led 
against the papal eity. Lannoy, seeing that he was 
powerless, went on to Siena* while Itourbon addressed 
a letter to the Pope asking for 240,000 ducats, and 
Tx:9umcd his march across the iVpcnnincs, along the 
great high-road to Rome. 

On the 2nd of May, news reached the Vatican 
that Bourbon was at A'^iterbo. Tlwn the Pope for 
the first time realised the peril of the situation, and 
M!nt a courier to implore tlie Duke of Urbino to 
hasten to his help. Many of the panic - i>trieken 
citizens carried tlicir treasures to the Castell Sant* 
An^elo, or buried tlicui underground. Otlicrs pre- 
pared to fly, but were stopped by a decree from the 
l^opc forbidding any citizen to leave Rome on pain of 
death. The gates were closed, and Kenzo da Ceri 
hastily levied a few hundred troops and strengthened 
the defences of the city, •' This morning,'^ wTote the 
French ambassador, Du Bellay, ** I spent a whole 
hour with the Pope. It is difRcutt to express the 
terror he is in, but I did ray best to inspire him with 
a Uttle corn-age- He wished Renzo to collect lOOO 
men, but it was impossible to raise as many ducats."^ 
In this extremity, Clement took Uic only means of 



256 ERCOLE MADE A CARDINAL 



^ 



fusing money in his power, and appointed five new 
Cardinals, wlio each paid 40,000 ducats as the price of 
his elevation. One of the five was Ercole Gonza^ja, 
whom the Pope chose in spite of the opposition of 
many of the Cardinals, who could not fo^ve his 
brother Ferrante for serving witii IJourbon. But 
this was not the time to raise objections, and on Sun- 
day the 5th of May, when Bourbon was already 
under the walls of Rome, the red hat wu.\ borne to 
the Palazzo Colouna, and safety deli^'ered to the 
Marche»a by Cardinal Pisctino, The drsire of Isa- 
bella's heart -was at length gratified, but she could 
Du longer leave Rome.^ In this critical moment the 
Marchess showed i-emarkable presence of mind. She 
sent ft messenger to her son Ferrante and to Charles _ 
de Bourbon, asking them to protect her house if | 
they captured the city. At the same time. sJie 
ordered the |>a)ace to be fortified and garrisoned, and 
laid in provisions to enable her foUowcrs to stand a 
jiiege. 

On Saturday the 4th of May, Bourbon sent a 
herald to lienzo da Ceri, asking him to givt^ his forces I 
provisions and a free j»assagc to Naples. These pro- 
posals were rejected with scorn, but the same envoy 
conveyed a message to Isabella from Bourbon, tclUtig 
her to fortiiy and defend her house until he had 
entered the city and was able to provide for her 
safety, Durii^ the next two days a number of 
wealthy Romans and noble liidies sought shelter 
within the waUs of her palace, and as nmny as 3000 
souls arc said to have found protection there. Both 
Francesco Gonxaga, the Mantuaii envoy, ajid the am- 
bassadors of Ferrara and Urbitw were among the 
I M* Suiuto^ marii^ xlv. £07. 
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fugitives whom Isabella received; and on the morn- 
ing of the 6th of May, when the invaders were 
already in the Rorgo, the A'enetiaii envoy, Domcnico 
Venier, being unable to reach Ca^tcll Sant' Angcio, 
took refuge under the same hospitable roof. Then 
the gates were barricaded, and the brave Marchcsa 
calmly awaited the issue. 
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Sicgt of Rome — Dc4ith of Bourbon — Home tacked duriaf^ three 
clftyH — Ale^vaziOro uiid Ferrautc Goiixag^ protect latAbcUa's 
|)aUec — Scene* of canu^ ia lUo city -Cruelty »id -uicrilege 
of the soldiers — iMabcLU Icftvcs Rome for Ostia — Rctums to 
NfHiituH— Is received with grcftt }oy — I^otpe of the Venetian 
onibLtasftdor — Gencml horror mt the capture and utck of Rome 
— Cricf of Isbbcll&'a friends — LettCiv of Bcmbo, of £r&ainiU| 
and ofSodolcto — Death of Caktfgliono in Spairu 

On the evening of Sunday the 5th of May, the 
Imperliilist array crossed Monto Mario and encamped 
under tlie walls of Rome- At midnight the tniuipet:^ 
sounded, and in the early dawn the assault began. 
The point chosen for attack was on the Vatican hill, 
between the Porta Torrione and S. Spirito, where 
the walls were lowest, and the assailants were hidden 
by the thick white fog which clung to the bank$; of 
the river. But a hea\y fire front Rcnzo da Ceri's 
men on the walls and from the guns of Sant* Angelo 
thinned their ranks. For a moment the result 
seemed doubtful. Then Uourbon, a splendid figure 
in his silver armour, sprang from his horse, seized 
a ladder, and, calling on his men to follow him. 
began to scale the wall near the Canipo Santo, But 
hardly had he set fool upon it than he fell back, 
struck by a musket-ball in the groin^ crying, '' //a, 
A^otre DmnCtje &uis ntort" The Prince of Orange 
threw liis mantle over him, and his attendants bore 
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him into the neighbouring chapel, M^here he breathed 
his last Imlf an hour later, stilt repeating the words, 
"A Rome/ h Rome!"^ Benvenuto Cellini, it is 
well known, elflimed to have Bred tlie shot wliicb 
took such fatal effect, and Ixis boast receives :>onic 
HUppcjrt frutit the stalcuient of an c:yc-witnc%s, that 
Bourbon was shot by one of the Pope's goldsmiths, 
who stood on the wall and singled tiim out as a 
person of importance. 

The Spanisih troops, maddened at seeing their 
leader fall, returned to the attack ^^itli fre»^h courage ; 
a breach was mode in tlie walls near Santo Spirito, 
and tlic wild hordes of soldiery burst upon the ill- 
fated city. The Pope was in St, Peters kiieehng 
before the altar, when the news reached him that the 
foes were in the Borgo. He saw the Swiss guards 
flying before the landsknechie, and heard the cries of 
" SpoffTia / IntjHTO f '' which rang through the streets, 
as his attendants hurried him along the passage to 
the Castcllo, Thirteen Cardiiiiils followed in his 
sieps» and Paolo Giovio threw his purple mantle over 
the l^ope, lest his white robes should attract attention 
as he crossed the wooden bricJge into Sant' Angclo»* 
One old ('ardiiial, Annellini, was drau^ up in a 
basket after the portcullis had been let do\^nn. 
Another, the aged Cardinal Pucct, was dragged 
half dead with fright and exhaustion, through a 
window-* The English and French envoys* tlr^Jiory 
Casale and Alberto l*io of Carpi, had alrcatly taken 
refuge there, and were joined later in the afternoon 
by Uenxn da CVri, who, after a vain attempt t^ defend 

> Grc|p>n>^us, H&m, viU, 536. 
< P. dlovlo, /'i/d F. Othmna. 
* Gre|{KW\iii^ ofL <%Lt vlU, 51& 
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Trastevere, gave up all for lost and galloped ova' 
the Ponte Sis-lo to tlie Castello. Luigi Rodomonte, 
the gallant young Conzaga captain, led the Italian 
contingent of the Imperialu^t force over the Montorio 
and across the Pontc Sisto into the heart of the city. 
By half-past five the fighting was over, and the 
CJermans cnc-amped on the Campo di Fiore. while 
the Spaniards occupied Piazza Navona, and Ferrante 
Gonzaga guarded the bridge of Sant^ Angelo and the 
approach to the Castello, Then these savage hordes 
of soldiery were let loose. Thousands of rude Ger- 
mans and fierce Spani&ixis rushed upon tlie defenceless 
citizens, hurled women and children out of the win- 
dows, and tortured their innocent victims to discover 
hidden booty. In their wild frenzy these ruffians 
showed neither pity nor reverence. Chnrehe« and 
convents were robbed and burnt, altarH stripped ci 
their sacred vessels, nuns outraged, and Cardinals 
dragged naked through the streets. The Prince of 
Orange took up his quarters in the Vatican* and 
thu-s succeeded in saving the papal library and art 
treasures; but the Flemish tapestries, executed from i 
Raphael s cartoons, were stolen, and the layuhhncchte 
stabled their horses in the Stanzc adorned by the 
great master of Urbino, The archives uf the Capitol 
perished, and countless family records and manuscripts 
of priceless value were lost. The great gold Cross of 
Constantine was carried off from the gates of SL 
Peter's **"d the graves of Pope Julius II- and of 
the I*rince of the Apostles himself were rifled. The 
unspeakable horrors of the next three day» are best 
described by the Imperial Commissioner, Gattinara, in 
the letter which he addressed to his impcrijil master: 
*' All the church ornaments were stolen, all the sacred 
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relics de^itroyed. Even the Sanrta Sanctorum in the 
Lateran, that moKt ancient and holie^^t £;hrine, was 
sacked, and the Volto Santo, or veil of Veronica, was 
passed Irom hand to hand in the taverns of laingara. 
The Church of St. Peter and the Popes pulace* from 
top to bottom, were turned into stables. There was 
no leader to control our soldiers, and no discipline 
anywhere. The Prince of Orange and our other 
captaias did what they conld. but to little purpose. 
The landikntrJite behaved like true Lutherans, the 
rest like brutes. No one of any age or xx escaped. 
All alike were tortured and plundered/'* 

From the windows of the Palazzo Colonna, Isa- 
bella d'Este and her ladies looked down on these 
awful scenes. They heard the ajjonising shrieks of 
the women and the groans of the dying, and, over bU, 
the sullen booming of the guns of Sant' Angclo. As 
they waited in terrible suspense tinougli the long 
hours, many among them thought that their last 
moment had come. At len^h, as it was growing 
dusk, a captain, wearing tlie black, red, and white 
imperial colours in his hebiiet. was seen running 
across the piazza. Camilla Gon7.agR l<x>ked out 
and joyfully recognised her brother ^Vlessandro, who 
wa5 making his way on foot to the palace gates. 
Immediately ropes were let down from tlie lofty 
battlements and the gallant Count was dniwn up 
to tlie u-indows. Then Isalx:lla learnt from her kins- 
Dmn's lips all that had happened, lie told her how 
tlie city had been stormed, and her nephew llourbon 
slain in the act of scaling the walls, and how his 
body was now lying in state in the Si^Uike Chapel* 
while the Pope and Cardinals bad fled to the Cas- 

1 DcaniitoiiD, " Duke* of Vr\>\x»" roL Ui. App, 
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tcllo. Before his tale was ended* a Spanish cavalier, 
Don jVlonzo da CordoA'a, arrived, and told the 
Marchesa that the evening before, he had received 
orders fnim tlir dead Duke to take her house under 
his protection. Finally, about ten o'clock at nigiit, 
Fcrrantc himself arrived in hot ha^^ftc, having been 
unable to leave his post at the bridge of SaiiC Augda 
until this instant, Isabella, who luid not seen her 
sou since he started for S|>ain three years before, 
welcomed him with tears of joy, and Ferrante, on 
his part, was greatly relieved to find his mother and 
lier friendf; unhurt Her house was the only one in 
Rome tlmt es4:apcd, excepting the Concellaria, which 
^^'HS occupied by Cardiuul Colomia. The palaces 
of the Cardinals who belonged to the Imperialist 
party, and had, therefore, Uiought tlieniselves safe, 
were stonned and plundered, and tlie house of the 
Portuguese anibjLSNador, the Emperors own nephew, 
was ruthlessly sacked. Even Ferrante Conzaga's 
presence could not save the distinguished person- 
ages who had found shelter in the Marchesas palace 
fmm paying a heavy ransom. " It was hard work 
tor me to save Madama," wrote Ferrante to his 
brother the Marquis, " for a report hiid been spread 
abroad in the camp that she had more than two 
millions of treasure in her palace, and this was en- 
tirely due to her cotnpassion, which made her receive 
uiure than 1200 ladies and lOOO citizens within its 
walhi/' In the end it was decided that the ftlarchesa 
and her household should tjc exempted from ransom, 
but that all the other refugees in the palace should 
pay down a sum of G0,000 ducats, of which Ferrante 
told his brother he did not receive a single fartliing,* 
1 Grcgoruviub, Horn, vilt 5*0. 
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" Signor Ferraiite and Signor l*uigi [KodoraonUr] 
have gained little or nothing in the sack of Rome/* 
wrote a Venetian from the camp of the League* after 
conversing with some of the fugitives who had been 
releaLsed by these captains, ** Rather, to their credit 
be it said, they have lost and spent their own fortunes 
in saving tlieir personal firicnds who were unable to 
pay the ransom which Hit: /iirtdskitcc/Uv and Spaniards 
exacted from their victims, People cannot say too 
much of Signor i^uigi^ whose generosity and liberality 
are beyond all praise." * 

The Venetian amba^isador. Domenieo Venier, was 
eUinied by Alcf^sandro Gonzagu as his pri!M>ner, the 
Count gallantly desiring Madama to tix the price 
of his ran-Mjm* Even tlien he had no easy task 
to save tlie envoy from being massacred or carried 
off to Spain by Don Alonzo^ who offered to pay 
Alessandro 5000 ducats, if he would give up his 
captive. As Uie amfmssador told the Doge, lie owed 
his life solely to the intercession of Signor Ferrante 
and his iUu»trious motlier, who promised to be re- 
NjxHLsible for tticir kinsman's prisoner. Fuially he waa 
allowed to remain with Madajna, on condition that 
she would deliver him into the Count's hands at 
Mantua, or pay the ransom which had been agreed 
upon. The poor Venetian afterwards addressed & 
pitiful appeal to the Doge from Civitavecchia, imptor* 
ing His Serenity to intercede with the Marxjim on 
his behalf^ since he liad lost cverythuig in the siege, 
and if he went to prison at Novellara he would 
certainty die. As it was, his secretaries had to pay a 
ransom of 150 ducats eacrh, and Don Alunzo de* 
manded 10,000 ducats from the Magnitico Mare- • 

1 M, S«auU>, DiarUt sir. 906. 
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ontonio C iustinmni . because he heard that this 
weftlLhy prelate had oITertrd the Pope 40,000 ducats 
to be made a Cardinal ^Vnother Venetian patrician» 
Marco Grimani, was more fortunate, and left Home 
dLSffiiiscd as a muleteer in the Marciiesa's suite,' 
£ven when this bai^gain had been c^oncluded with 
the Spanish captain, the la»idsknecht€ threatened to 
storm the palnce, complaining that they had bceo 
deprived of iJieir share uf the ransom, luid were only 
prevented from carrying out Uieir intention by the 
Prince of Orange, who left a stout German captain, 
Johann by name, witli a strong garrii^ou to defend 
the house. 

On the 9th, the Prince issued a decree forbidding 
oil plundering, and summoning the troops to anns ; 
but ttie demonitised soldiers paid no heed to his 
orders, and during a whole week the same scenes 
of \iolence and carnage were repeated. The palaces 
of the Cardinal-s Delia Valle, Siena, Cesurini, ajid 
Enl:efort» who had paid a hea\y ransom to the 
Spaniards, were afterwards sacked by the Germans, 
and these prelates were only saved by taking refuge 
in the Cancellaria. When Cardinal Colorma returned 
to Rome on the lOth of May, he burst into tears 
at the scene that met hi^ eyes. Paolo Gio\io hailed 
the coming of this prdate, who had been the Pope's 
most hitter enemy, as that of an angel fipom heaven, 
and tcUs us that during the next few days he rescued 
no less than 500 unhappy nuns, as well as countless 
other victims of every age and sex, from the bands of 
the cruel Germans and still more cruel Spaniards. 

"And all this misery' has been caused by the 
Duke of Urbino. Either tl)is man has not the 
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courage to fiM?e the enemyt or else he rejoices in the 
Pope's ruin." So wrote Guiociardini, the Floren* 
tine commissioner, from the camp of the League at 
Isola, nine miles from Rome, Francesco Maria's 
conduct was indeed inexplicable. He was either, 
Bs the historian suggests, uidiflerent to the deliver* 
ancc of RomCt or ehie tlie moat incapable of generals. 
On the 3rd of May, he set out with his army fVom 
JFloreuce. On tlie 6th, Federico of Hozzolo pushed 
forward witli 800 horse, but was delayed by an un- 
lucky accident. His horse fell, and the brave captain 
broke his arm and Ic^, and had to be left at X^iterbo. 
His lieutenant, Pepoli, arrived at Ponte MoUe, only 
to find that he was too late. The enemy were alrca<ly 
in the Borgo, and nith his small force he could do 
nothing. The bulk of tlie army did not reach Isola 
till tlie 22nd. Even then the Duke declared that 
he could do nothing to help the Pope until he had 
received reinforcements. 

"The end of it all is/' Guicciardini writes* **that 
the Pope has Ixren left to his fate, I need not say 
whose the fault is, ... I am no general, aiKl do not 
unden>tand the art of war, but I may tell )"ou what 
all the world is saying, that if, when the news of the 
capture of Rome reached us, we had pressed on to 
the relief of the Ca«iteUo^ we should have released 
the Po[>e and Cardinak, and might have crushed the 
enemy and saved Uic unhappy city. But all the 
world knows what our ha.\te luts been! , . . You 
would really think that we had to do, not wiUi the 
deliverance of this unhappy Pope, on whom we all 
depend, or with the rescue of this great city in \is 
death-agony, but with ^ome trifling matter So the 
poor Pope remains in the Castello, b^Qjing for help 
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so cani&tUy ilmt lu5 eiilrettVicH would melt the very 
stones, and in so abject a state of misety that even 
the Turks are (illcd with pity I"' 

The Pope's cfinditian was indeed pitiable, and he 
had many months of cruel inHiprnities to bear I>efore 
an agi-eement with the Emperor was finally signed 
on the »tb of December, Even then his terror was 
so great that he preferred to escape by night with 
the help of an Imperialist captain. Learing the 
Castello by a secret door, disguised as a pedhir, he 
mounted a horse which was waiting for him in tlie 
V^atican gardens, and rotle to Orvieto under the escort 
of the gallant Luigi Rodomonte. 

Long before this, Isabella d'Esie had left Rome.* 
As soon ns souie degree of order had been rcsUiretl, 
on the 13th of May, her son Ferraute, with a strong 
body of Spanish and Italian guards, escorted the 
Marchesa and her suite, together with the three 
ambassadors, to the shore of the Tiber, where galleys 
were waiting to take them to Ostia,* Tlicre they 
were detained six days by rougli weather, and when 
Isaliella, impatient to proceed on her jouniey* s^ 
sail in one of Andrea Doria's ships, a terrific storm 
suddenly arose, iVftcr escaping from tiiis iwril, the 
travellei"s sailed into smooth water and reached 
Civitavecchia on the evening of the 19th of May in 
beaiitifiit weather/ The next day they took horse 
and rode overland to Ferram, Iea\nng the treasures 
of antique marbles, pictures, and gems which the 
Marchesa had collected in Home, to go by sea to 
Leghorn. Wherever Isabella and her companions 

1 Guicrinrdini, f)p. InediU, vol. ix. 
^ A. Hcumonl, Ilom., Hi. S£a 
3 M, Sanuto, ofi. cit. xW. Sl6, Sec, 
* H, Sfluuto, c^. ciL xlv. ^20. 
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came* they were greeted with breaUiIess inquiries as 
to the fate of Rome, and told the same terrible tale 
of the awful di^a^ters which lutd befallen the once 
gloriouJi city. 

I?i8beUa''<J own family had been full of anxiety on 
her account. When the fint news of the death of 
Hourbon and the sack of Rome reached the camp 
of the l^eaKue. it was feared that she had perished 
in the general ruin. On tJie Hth of May. the Duke 
of TTrhino's seoretary. WTiting from Orvieto to I^eo- 
nora, who was at Venice with her children, said 
that the Portuguese aniI>a:«sadors house had been 
Aacked by ilic brutal soldier)', gnx^-ily for gold, and 
that the satne was rci>orlcd of Madama's house, 
which God forbid ! It was known, however, that the 
ambassador of ITrbino and many illustrious person* 
agi^ had found shelter under the Marchesa's roof, 
and that, alone among the Roman pahccK, the house 
had been strongly fortified. The Marquis Fcdcrioo 
heard from Florence that only the Castcllo Sant^ 
Angelo and a palace which held a Marchesa and 
many nobles had escaped the fury of the destroyers; 
but it was not till a servant of the Venetian ambas- 
uulor reached Mantiin, on the Itith of May, that 
Isabella was known to be safe, imder her son*** pro- 
tection. A few day& later, Ferrantc himself wrote 
to relieve his brother's mind, and by the end of the 
montli the Marche%a herself reached Fcrrara. After 
a brief interval of sorcly-necded repose, Isabella once 
more resumed her journey, and sailed up the Po to 
Govemolo, where her son Ercole rame to meet her, 
and received his Cardinal's hat from his mother's own 
hands*' The next day they mailed up the Miucio to 
1 a Dtiao, Crxmw^; i/Arco, Aolim, «57* 
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Mantua, where the Marquis and a brilliant train of 
knights and ladies were awaiting her, and tlie whole 
city poured out to welcome the beloved Marehesa, 
and esooited her with shouts of triumph and tears 
of joy to the palace gates, Leonora H'as at Venice, 
where the Signory practically detained her as a 
heritage for the Duke's fidelity, but her two little 
girls went to Mantua to receive their grandniuthcn 
" I have not yet taken the cluldrcQ to visit Madaina," 
wrote their tutor on the 14th of June. " because she 
only arrived yesterday, and is ver>' much occupied, 
hut we hope to see her soon." * 

The V^cDctiau ainbassadorf Domenico Venier, 
reached Mantua on the same lovely June evening 
as tlie Marchesa, and remained there as the prisoner 
of Alessandro da Novellara until the end of October. 
His wife came to meet him, and spoke warmly of 
Federico's kindness, and of the pleasures which he 
was enjoying after the cruel hardships which he had 
endured. None the less the envoy took the fir^t 
opportunity of esaiping from Mantua without pa>ing 
the ransom which had been agreed upon, and on the 
evening of the 17th of October, sent the Signory 
word that he had reached Verona safely. The 
Marchess, justly indignant at tliis breach of faith, 
addressed a letter of remonstrance to the Dogc^ which 
was read U» the Senate and pronounced to be very 
wise by all who were present But we are not told 
if Count Alessandro ever received his promised 
ransom, and the Mantuan amba^isador who delivered 
Isabella s tetter wsis careful to intbnn the prince that 
the Signor Marchese rejoiced with His Serenity on 
tlie Venetian envoy's escape.' 

> Luzio e Renier, Mantovti, &c., pi K7SI. 
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Meanwhile, Ferrante Gonxaga. who had with- 
drawn to Velletri on the 17th of June with Die 
IniperialiKt horse, wrote to congratulate his mother 
on her escajx' from tlie horrors of the mined city, 
and ^c return to Mantuan ** I can no longt-r delay 
to kiss your hand, and rejoice with you that you 
were so furtuiiute as to leave that most mi^r- 
able and unhappy city of Itome, which, after the 
utter ruin hnmgfit upon her by the sotdiers^ is 
now scourged by God with famine and plaifuc, — 
From your son and servant, Fkruantk GoszagaS^^ 
Velletri, June 23, 1627. 

The landskncthtCf who remained in Rome, were 
d}nng by thousands, and the plague Imd even pene- 
trated into the precincts of Sant' Angelo. But still 
the German soldiers refused to leave Rente until they 
had received their arrears of pay. and anarchy reigned 
supreme, \\Tien at length the last foreign troops 
left Rome, and the Pope returned after an exile of 
ten months, lie found a ruined and depopulated city. 
It was reckoned that as many as 80,000 of the in- 
habitants had perished by the sword of the invaders 
or died of pla^oie and famine* while another 20,000 
had sought refuge in flight,' So deeply was the 
memory of those days of horror engraved in the 
hearts of succeeding generations, that to this day 
Roman mother* hush their children to sleep with the 
words, " Go to sleep* Utile one ; Borbone is gone t " * 

From all parts of the civilised world a wail went 
up to heaven over thi^ awful catastniiihe. Isabella's 
friends sighed over the terrible ruin which had over- 

* Grripjravius, Rem., p< 540; 
3 M. AlbcrlDo. 

* VL LAtidud, " Deetmettoii of Roraa/' p. SESd. 
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whelmed this great and beautiful city, onee the place 
of all delights. Benibo wept in the lovely gardens 
of hts Fiuluaii villa, when he heard tlie heart-reiiding 
details told by the poet Molza, who had escaped with 
his Hfe, as it were by niiracle. "Come here, I im- 
plore you," wrote Pietro to his old friend Tebaldeo, 
'*and leave the miserable corpse of our once beautifid 
Borne." ^ 

The poor poet had lost everything in the sack, and 
owed Ills life to Cardinal Colonna, on whose charity 
he lived until a timely loan from Bembo reached 
him. Paolo Giovio lost his precious manuscripts, 
and Colocci saw his priccJess willcction of antiques 
destroyed by the savage soldiery, and was himself ■ 
exposed to their brutal insults. '* Fortunate indeed," 
said Wotza, "are those who were spared the sight <rf' 
these uM-ful horrors, and did not have to witness 
the funeral of the city of Romulus/* Sadoleto, in 
the peaceful haven of his bishopric at Carpentras, 
heard with anguish of tlie misery which Iiis friends had 
suffered, and saw in these terrible events the long- 
delayeil judgment of God. Yet the Itoniau scholar 
could not repress a sigh for those joyous days of yore, 
and in a touching letter to his old friend Colocci. he 
recalls those pleasant evenings in the Quirinal gardens 
when Beniho and Castiglione. Plui*dra and \ttva- 
gero, and tlie brilliiuit Marchesa herself, spent happy 
hours together in gay or serious, in witty or thought- 
ful discourse, "Alas I those days are for ever gone, 
and the cruel fate of Rome has darkened all our 
joy." * As EraNmiis wrote to Sadnleto : *' Rome was 
not alone tlie shrine of the Christian faiths the 
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noble souls and the abode of the Muses, but the 
mother of the nations. To how many wa-s she not 
dearer and sweeter, more precious than their own 
native land ! , . . In truth, this is not the ruin of one 
city, but of the whole world/' ^ 

There wds luiothcr of Isabella's friends on whom 
the blow fell with even greater severity. This was 
Castiglione, wtio. as nuncio at the court of Madrid, 
had done his utmost to appeiise the Emperor's wrath 
and save the unhappy Foix;, Iliscffbrts were doomed 
to failure. Charles V. himself could hardly be held rc- 
poQsiblc for the sudden turn which events had taken. 
But the bitter reproaches which Clement VIL ad- 
dressed to his envoy were keenly felt by the Count 
He was already ill, and never recovered from the 
shock. Even the Emperors favour could not console 
him, and, after lingering on thmugh the next summer, 
he died at Toledo on the 7th of February 1529, 

Charles V, heard tlic news with genuine regret, 
and, turning to his iH>urtierb, said : *' Wc have lost one 
of tlie greatest cavaliers in the world/" In his home 
at MoJitua* Castiglione's death was the cause of bitter 
sorrow, alike to his aped mother, who alone remmned 
to watch over her orphan gmndchildren. imd to the 
friends whom he had loved so welL The coming of 
his footsteps was vainly awaited in his favourite 
loggia, and the Marclicsa*s rtfurtioiu liu'lccd the pre- 
sence of her miwt brilliant guest- Giulio Romano 
was employed to raise a noble monument to liis old 
patrons memory in the sanctuary of S. Maria delle 
Grazie. and Isabella lamented in him tlie most 
aeoomplishcd of ber courtiers and the most faithful 
of her friends. 

' Etumus, i^., p. 9a& 
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MUcry of luly — P1ngu« in Mnntun — F^derico's buiUmgs — Isn- 
bella's RuinJiU Hntiqiittie^ !o*t on the voyage — Her rortcspond- i 
cncc with the RotnAti dealer, HaphaeJ of UrbiBo — SebftatUno 
del Piorabo — Cftrdinnl lircolc's love of art flnrt letten — Death 
of KmiliA Pin — \^tmniea Gmnbara and CorreggiD's MftgcUIcn 
— The Allegories [uilnted by CorreKgio for I&ubclU'fl Studio— 
Titian vtsita MaiUiia and paUits laabelU'ft [M>rUait — Copj bjj 
Rubciu at VicDoa. 

Isabella found her faitliftil Mantuans in ft Dielan- 
choly condition on her return from llonic During 
the two years that she had heen absent ^ war had 
raged unceasingly in Loinhardy. The unfortunate 
Francesco Sforza, ill in lx)dy and exposed to atlAcks 
on all sides, vainly tried to maintain himself against 
the Tmperialijits, and the Spanish general, I_.cyva, 
had the greatest difficulty in feeding liis army. The 
desolation of the country and the misery of its few 
remaining inhabitants made a deep impression on 
the English ambassadors who were sent by Henry 
VIIL to the Congress of Bologna in 1529. There 
■were no labourers at work in the fields, no dwellers 
in the villages, and in the once flourishing cities of 
Loml>ardy, whole families might be seen b^^ng 
tlieir bread, " It is. sir,*' wrote Nicolas Carcw to 
the King. " the most pity to see this country, as we 
suppose, that ever was in Chi'istendom. . - • Betwixt 
Vercelli and Pavia the whole country has been 
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waste<l We found no man or woman labouring in 
the fields, and all the way we saw only three women 
gathering wild grapes. The people and children are 
dying of himger." * 

AUIiough Slantua itself hud heen spared the 
horrors of war, the continual passage of foreign armies* 
had brought famine and destitution in its train, utid 
to add to the general distress, a terrible outbreak of 
plague spread over the whole of North Italy- During 
the year 1528, one-third of the population of Mantua 
died of this epidemie. and Isabella, in hrr anxiety to 
relieve the distrc^is of her subjects, once more pledged 
her finest jewels, including the famous collar of a 
hundred gciii?i. In spile of these troubles, Fedcrieo 
Gonzaga eagerly carried on his architectural works* 
and GJulio Ilomano aiul a whole band of ftssistants 
were employed to decorate the sumptuous halls of 
the Palazzo del Ti. So intent was the young Mar- 
quis on his plans, that he made a great favour of 
allowing the artists in his service to carry out any 
improvements in Isabella's houses. On one occasion 
lie wrote from his favourite villa of Marmirolo, which 
was also being decorated on a lavish scale, to (iiulio 
Komano in these terms: "Messer Giulio,— Hearing 
that the illustrious Sladonna. our honoured mother, 
wishes Maestro Battista to make those new rooms 
of which she spoke, wc beg you to explain to Her 
Kxecllency, that although tlii?> will be very incon- 
venient to us at a time when so many workmen 
in our pay are ill and unable to work, we are willing 
that M- Battista should serve her for thi-s one wcek- 
But I beg you to entreat Her Excellency, in our 

^ "Lettmftod Pkpore, Porcri^ and X>oma(Uc, Henry %'lll.," It. 
8719. 
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name, not to keep him more than a weekt as thU 

would cause us great inconvenience and expease/'^ 

Isabelhi, it is clear, had returned from Rome full 
of plans for the decoration of her pjilaces, and the 
eighteenth-centurj* liistorian, Bettinelli, tells us that 
in his time, a gallery with elegantly painted ara- 
besques, leading from the Studio of the Grotta to the 
garden-court, bore tlie date of 1527-' Unfortunately 
one of Uie galleys laden with the precious marbles 
and works of art which the Marchesa had collected 
with so mucli trouble and expense in Rome, fell 
into the hands of pirates on the voyage* and only a 
few of these treasures ever reached Mantua. 

Among her purchases were two small figures 
which she had bought in Romc» &om a dealer who 
bore the splendid name of Raphael of Urbtno, for 43 
ducats, as was duly entered in her book of payments* 
under the date of January 14, 1527-* After the 
marbles were brought to her house, the Marchesa 
discovered to her great indignation that these statues 
were not antiques, and promptly sent tlieni back 
to the dealer demanding the return of her money. 
Then came the siege and sack of Uome, and 
in the general confusion that followed no more 
was heard of ftJesser Raphael. After the restora- 
tion of order, Isabella desired her treasurer. Carlo 
Ghisi, to find out the unscrupulous dealer and 
demand her money, but Messer Raphael only 
mode irivolous excuses, sojnng that he hod been 
forced to leave Rome before the sack, aud had 
lost one of the statues, which he still persisted 

1 D'Arco, Arte, &c., IL 15S, 

^ S. BctUiicUlj Detie leitejv c d, arti Martiovani, p. 87, 

* Gftjre, Carteggii>, ii. 19^^ ^c. 
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in declaring to be genuine. Upon this, the 
Alarchesa wTote to Francesco ConzjigA, who liad 
returned to Rome wttlk the Pope^ begging him to 
inquire into the nuitter, and obtain tlie restoration 
of her ducats* or, if these are not fortlu'oniing, of 
the statues, since to lose both would be "an unfair 
and iniquitous tldng," " If M. Raphael," she adds 
in a postscript, " persisfj* in saying that these figures 
are antique, you can give him the opinions of >1. 
Giacomo Sansovino the sc-ulptor, of ColoniIx> tlic 
antiquarian, and of a sculptor called Lorenzo, all 
of whom pronounced the said figures to be modem. 
All three are higlJy skilled in the art of sculpture^ 
so that their opinion is of great weight" M. 
Raphael, however^ still declared that his statues 
were antiques, and that one was lost* but bc^^d 
the Marchcsa to accept the remaining figurCt 
together witli two majolica vases which liad been 
ordered by MonsigrH>re Pahnieri before the siege, but 
were now left on his hiuids. Isabella replied that, if she 
could not have her ducats, she would prefer to have 
a certain fine medal which be had «ihown her in 
Rome. But this medal, the dealer baid, bad been 
lost, with niiuiy otlier* of his moat valuable objc<:ts, 
during the occupation uf Rome by tlie Imperialists* 
so that he was left almost penniless- The Marchesa, 
however, would not be so easily satisfied, and ad- 
dressed another letter to her ambassador on the 
litli of August. 

" It in all verj' well,'* she wrote, " for M. Raphael 
to plead poverty, and make himself out so destitute, 
but our belief is tliat he does not choose to satisfy 
us in any form. Neither can we understand the 
truth of his excuse, since we know that, when the 



270 MESSEU ll^VPHAEL'S EXCUSES 



Colonna.^ pillagc<l the Uorgo, he told us tliat he had 
sent thi^ antique medal with all his most precious 
things out of Rome. This makes us feel sure that, 
if he were so prompt in saxHng his medal on that 
occasion. He must have been still more expeditious 
before the invitsion of the Spaniards and the sack 
of Rome, If he denies this, we shall not believe 
him so readily, but shall remain convinced that he 
could let us have the medal if he <*hose- So we beg 
you to a.sk him for this again, and a-ssurc him that 
we would rather hare nothing in exchange for our 
statuettes than put up with poor and vTilgar things." 
Again, on the 4th of September, she repeated 
her conviction that M, Raphael had the medal, and 
did not see how he could refuse to let her have it 
if he liad any shred of honesty left 1 But the unfor* 
tnnate dealer seems really to have l>een unable to 
gratify the Marchesa's wish, and after a protracted 
correspondence, Isabella wrote curtly to Francesco 
Gonzaga on the 29th, saying that she would be 
content with the things which M, Raphael offered, 
and desired them to be sent to Mantua by the 
next courier The ambassador was not more suc- 
cessful in recovering a marble bas-relief which the 
March&sa had bought, but allowed to remain in a 
dealers shop for greater safety, and which, after the 
sack, had passed into C;irdinal di Cesi's hands. This 
prelate courteously but Hnnly declined to ^ve up 
his possession, and after a protracted correspondence, 
Isabella told her ambassador that it was clear Mon* 
sigDore meant to keep the relief, and that as she did 
not wish to go to law with him, he had better say 



no moi-e. 
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Fortunately the Marchesa was able to recover 
anotlier of her Ronmn purchases, a collection of silver 
medals which she had left in the diarge of her son 
Ferrante. When this prince retired to Velletrit 
he gave his mother's medals to Messcr I'andolfo 
Pico delta Mirandola, the agent who had told her of 
Rapiiael's death. On Ferrante's return to llorae^ 
however, the medals were missing, and it was not till 
Febi-uary 1529 that the Marchesa sent the painter 
Sebastiano del Piomlio, to find out what Pnndolib 
had done with them, Selm-stimio. who was then in 
Venice, informed her that he was soon leaving for 
Rome, and would execute her commission on his 
arrival witliout fait On the l^t of March, Isabella 
repUed : — 

**jUagistro Sii/astiano Ludano^ — We have re- 
ceived your reply to our letter about the medals, 
and are very glad to hear that you are going to 
Rome in a few dayts, because by this means we hope 
to receive them shortly. And we hope you wll be 
so good as to give them to our auibii&sador at the 
Vatican, who has orders to send them to ns by the 
best and safest way, and for this we sliall be very 
grateful — Isabeij«*, March. Mant,"' 

The Venetian master was as good as his word, 
and the medals were safely forwarded to 31imtua, 
and presented by the Marchesa to her son Fcdcrico, 
who Uianked her exceedingly for tlie gift, which he 
valued highly. Sebastiano was already w*cll known 
both to the Marquis and his mother, wlio had a 
high opinion of his merit m a portrait painter. 
In May 1524. Fcdcrico wrote to one of his (corre- 
spondents in Rome beting for a small picture from 
1 Oajtc, op-cii, p. 178. 
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the Iiand of Sebastiancllo V'eneziano, *' not Bgures of 
Madonnas or Saints, but some fine and beautiAil 
invention," The Marquis, it seems, was anxious to 
emulate the collection of paintirtjfs by difTerent 
masters, wbich adorned his moUicr's Stiulio of the 
(irottau' Four years later, when the ncwly-ma^ie 
Cardinal Ercole went to pay his respects to the 
exiled Pope, he felt in with the A'enetian master, 
who was an intimate friend of the humanist Mulza^ 
and wrote to liis mother from Orvieto on the 25th 
of March 1328 :— 

"A few days ago. Maestro Sebastiano. a painter 
whof^art is as excellent a.^ his reputation is great, 
came to pay mc his re^ipeets. I begged him to take 
my likeness, because the other day, when I was in 
Mantua, I remember hearing A'our Excellency say 
that he painted very Ufe-like portraits, and he lias 
promi^ to do this as soon as he can procure 
tlie requisite colours. As soon as the picture is 
painted I will senil it to Vour Exeellency." 

Isabella replied without delay, on the fith of 
April: — 

'• I told you, and repeat now, that it is perfectly 
true this MaestJ^ has the most admirable skill in 
portraiture, and I am greatly delighted to hear of 
your intention, all the more since you arc going 
to send me this portrait, I assure you that nothing 
in the world would please me better." ^ 

Now that Fedcrico had transferred so much of 
his affections to his mistress, Isabella Qoschetti, and 
that Ferrante was constantly engaged in military 
service^ Ercole occupied an increasingly large place 

* Lusio in Emporium^ 1£K>0, p. 4S1. 
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in his Tikotlier's heart* The yo«ng Cftrdinat was an 
attentive son. and his frequent letters to Isabella 
abound in allusiunH to arlLstic and litcrAry matters. 
While he was still at Bologna he became a collector. 
In Januaiy 1523^ hearing that Alberto Pto da 
Carpi had been declared a rebel and deprived of his 
State by Prospero Colonna* he begged that general 
to allow hiin to buy the exiled prince's Ubrary, which 
was said to eontain the finest collection of Creek and 
Latin autlioni in all Italy. Colonna readily agreed 
to grant his request, but before he obtiuned possession 
of tlic famous library, Alberto's brother. Ijconello 
Pio, recovered Carpi by a fortunate stroke, much to 
Ercole's disappointment. After the sack of Rome, 
the poet Molzfl found himself compelled to sell his 
own library* and wrote to his old friend Ercole in 
April 1520, iiiiploruig liiiu to buy it, lest so noble a 
collection should leave Italy. *' If Your Excellency 
does not buy Uie books," he adds, " I fear they are 
sure to go to England, which God forbid should 
happen in the Ufetime of the Cardinal of Mantua !" ' 

In May 15^8, Isaliella receii'ed the &ad news of 
her old friend Emilia Pi&'s deatli at Urbino. Elisa- 
bcttu Gon&agu's devoted companion did not long 
sur^'ive the sister-in-law whom slie had loved so well, 
and died verj" suddenly on the 21st of May. without 
being able to make her will or receive the last Sacra- 
ments. This excellent huly, whose virtues were known 
to all, was singularly free from the prejudices and 
superstitions of her age, and often discussed religious 
questions with a frankness which excited suspicion in 
certain quarters. It was now reported at Orvicto, 
that Madonna Emilia had died repeating passages 

1 Ltudo In Gion. Sl» viti 3S5. 
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from Castiglione's " Cortigiano '^ to Lodovico da 
Canoflsa, instead of devoutly commending her soul 
to God. The Pope asked the Urbiiio ambassador 
if this were tnie, biit he denied the report in- 
digmtntly. and wrote to Leonora Gonzaga, saying : 
** What tales people tell I I for one do not believe 
the story. Still, even this may be possible. None the 
less, I pray that our Lord Gkxl may receive her soul 
in peace.'' 

Tlirec months afterwards, Emilia Fia's iiieec, 
the aeoomplished Veronica Gambara, wrote an 
interesting letter to the Marchesa. telling her of a 
picture whit'h the young painter of Corregffio, An- 
tonio Allegri. had just tinished. A daughter of 
Cianfraneesco Gambara of Brescia, and of Alda Pia, 
Veronica belonged to a group of younger women, 
remarkable for beauty and culture, who looked up 
to the Marchesa with great respect, and felt highly 
honoured by her friendship. In 1503, when she was 
barely eighteen, we find Veronica writing to thank 
Isabella for the great goo<lness which she Iiad shown 
her, and after her marriage to Giberto I., lord of 
Correggio, m 1508,* stood sponsor to her eldest son- 
Giberto died in 1518, but Veronica, who was his 
second wife, remained faitliful to [lis memory, and 
devoted herself to hterature and the education of 
his children. Her own poems were highly esteemed 
by contemporary scholars, especially by Pietro 
Bembo, who corresponded with this princess firom the 
day^ of her girlliood \'eromca herself often visited 
Muiiluu, and was on friendly ternui with Ca^tiglione, 
Molza, and many other members of Isabella's circle. 
She was deeply interested in the gifted pointer 

^ V. Roasi* Mttnca nt Urbmo, p. 6. 
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AUegri, who was a native of Correggio. A pupil of 
the Ferrara artist, Lorenzo Costa, AUegri probably ac- 
companied im master to Mantua in 1508, and one of 
his early works, the dinrmin^ Madonna at Hampton 
Court, was in the (von^a^ rulliKtion, He afteru'ardn 
worked for Alessandro Gonza^ da Noveliara, who 
married Giberto da Corrcggio's daughter, Costanza^ 
In the last yeais of his life, he was often employed 
by the Marquis Federicx), and the beautiful i\ntiope 
of the Louvre, and the Education of Cupid, which 
botli eame to England in tlie Mantuan collection, 
were probably painted l>efore tliis date. So that 
Ccnr^gio waK already well known to Isabella when 
Veronica Ganilmra ^Tote tlic following letter ; — 

** I should fail in my duty to Your Excellency if I 
did not tell you of the masterpiece of painting which 
our Antonio AUegri has just completed, knowing, as 
I do, how much pleasure it would give Your High* 
nes%, who is so excellent a judge of these things. The 
picture represents the Magd&leu in the desert in a 
dark cavern, whither she lias fled in lier petutcnce. 
She kneels on the right, lifting clasped hands to heaven 
and imploring pardon for her sins. Her beautiful 
attitude, and the expression of deep but noble sorrow 
on her most lovely fece, are so striking Uiat every 
one who has seen the picture is filled with wonder. 
In this work the [laintcr has expressed all that is mo^ 
sublime in the art of which he is so great a master." ^ 

Isabella, we know, was very short of money at tbia 
moment, and could hardly afford to buy the picture, 
much as she may liave wished to possess it. But it 
is wortliy of notice that in a letter written from 
}^anna nlnmi the siime time, by Carlo Malaspina, he 

> W. Oraghlrolll, Cioni. di ErwL Ari., L 325. 
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remarks that the Marches di Novellara has heard 
from Ortcnsio Landi that Corrcggio ha^ lutely painted 
a beautiful Magdalen for the Magiiificefit Siguure di 
Mantova,^ f 

Whether the Marchesa ever owned a Magdalen 
by Correggio or not* we know that two admirable 
tempera paintings from his hand adorned her 
GrotU. Ill the inventory of 1642, these works 
are described as; '*Two pictures by the entrance f 
door, from the hand of Uie late Antonio da Corre^^o, 
one of whicli represents the storj' of Apollo and 
Marsyas, the other tlie three virtues, Justice, Tem- 
perance and Fortitude, teaching a child to measure 
time, in order tliat he may win the palm and be ■ 
crowned with laurel." And in Vandcrdoort's ' inven- 
tory of Charles the First's collection the same paintings 
are des('nl>al a.s : "One large and famous picture 
piunted upon cloth in water^olours, kept shut up in 
a wooden case, where they are tormenting and flaying 
Marsyas, The swond, another the lite piece in water- 
colours of Anthony Corrcggio, being an unknown] 
story cuntHinitig ftiur enLirc figures in a laiidskip, and 
four angels in the clouds." The Commonwealtli in- 
ventory is still vaguer in its interpretation, and 
merely enters Correggio's temperas as A Satire 
Pkftd (flayed) and Another of the Same, hut values 
them at the high price of £10€0, for whidi they 
were actimlly bought by the banker Jabach. 

The true title of these paintings was the Triumph 
of the Vices and of the Virtues, In the one, a 
naked man is seen bound to a tree. E^-il Habit, 
a woman wearing \ipers in her hair» binds him with 



I 
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cords» and Pleasure plays a flute in his ear, seeldng 
to drown the voice of Conscience, a figure clad in 
violet, who darts scorpions at tlie helpless victim, 
while a mischievous satyr dandles a hunch of grapes 
l>efore his eyes. In the other, three tall and stately 
women are grouped round a fair boy in armour. 
Justice, clad in a coat of miaiU leans on her l&ncc* 
Fortitude reclines on a lion's skin, with sword and 
bridle in her hand, and Wisdom measures the glolK: 
with one hand, while witli the other she points to 
the widf^ valley and distant hills, telling the youthftil 
scholar that the future as well as the past are all 
hers to givc^ Three gcnii^ playing musical instru- 
ments, hover in tlic gulden liglit above tlic ti^es, 
and one floats downwards with a wreath to crown 
the child trained in the paths of virtue. 

These subjects agree exactly in style and character 
with the com [Kisit ions by Mantegna, Perugino, and 
Costa, wliich already adorned Isabella's Studio, They 
were, no doubt, invented by the Marchesa herself, 
witli the help of some favourite humuiiiNt, und painted 
in tempera by tlie young master of Correggio to 
match Andrea's yrt///r«?V. If their allegorical nature 
was little suited to tJic painter's genius, he has shown 
great skill in overcoming the diffiailties of tlie Iherae, 
and has given us forms of real grace and beauty, set 
in a landscape of exquisite charm. 

Soon after Isabellas return from Uome, two pic- 
tures by a still greater master reached Mantua, These 
were the portraits of Pietro Aretino, and of the Vene- 
tian patrician Adomo, an old friend of the Gonzagas, 
who had manage<l to ingratiate himself with the 
Federico of late years. They were sent to the Mar- 
quis at the jlrctinc*s suggestion, with a letter from 
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Titiant hogging him to accept these pictures of bis 
tn*o frionds» wliich he thinks may be agreeable to 
His Excellency, whose love of painting is well knouii« 
and has been proved by his fjenerous patTX)nagc of 
Messer Giulio Romano. Both Federico and his 
mother were delighted with these poitrait-s» now 
alas ! lost to tlie world* and endeavoured by every 
moijis in their power to bring Titian to Mantua. 
The painter, however, was iM>t able to accept their 
pressing invitations until March 1520, when AlJbnso 
d'Ehte sent him to Mantua with a letter, cordially 
recommending this favourite master to his nephew, 
but begging him not to keep him too long. It was, 
there can be no doubt, during the month which he 
!»pent at the court of the Gonzaga$» at tliis time, 
that Titian painted his first portrait of Isabella. 
Unfortunately this precious picture, the only portrait 
of the Marchesa which Titian painted from life, went 
to England, where it was desci"il»ed as a "Duchess 
of Majitua, ill a red gownc," and valued at t50 at 
the time of the King's sale, after wliich it was never 
heard of again. Before thi-s, however, it was copied 
by Rubens when he visited Mantua early in the seven- 
teenth centiuy, and the Flemish master's copy now 
hangs in the Imperial Gallery at Vienna.* Rubens has 
coarsened the features and vulgarised the forms of 
Titian's model, but, in the abf^nce of the lost original, 
his work is of great interest, and gives us some idea 
of Isabella's appearance in ripe middle age. The Mar- 
chesa wears a handsome robe of crimson velvet with 
a gold girdle, a long necklace round her bare throaty 
and an open chemisette of frilled muslin, studded 
witii gems. Her dark locks have not yet lost the 

1 No. B45. 
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golden-browii tint of earlier years, but are partly 
hidden by a turban-shaped cap of puckered «ilk^ 
richly adorned with jewels. This style of coifiure, as 
we know, had been adopted by Isabella more than 
ti^-enty years before. In I509» her cousin. Countess 
Eleonora Rusca. the daughter of Niccolo da Corr^gio, 
wrote from her husband's castle of Locarno on hngo 
Maggiore, asking the Marche&a's leave to borrow this 
invention of hers, wMoh had lieen already adopted by 
several Milanese ludics, and wear a similar head-dre^, 
as she had lost her hair in a recent illnes^iJ Isa- 
bella's natural tendency to eirifM/njnMsU Iiad evidently 
increased with years, and when Titiaji painted her at 
the age of forty-five, she was decidedly niatronly in 
appearance* But her handsome features are still the 
same as in Leonardo's drawing and Cristoforo's medal^ 
and bear a remarkable likeness to those of her 
daughter I^conora, Iteth face and form are fiill of 
character, and the whole has an air of dignified repose 
not unlwcoming the Marchesa'sage and rank- We 
see before us a noble woniaii of refined taste and 
clear intellect. alrea<]y past the noontide <if life, who 
has known the best and the worst that life has to 
give, and who, serene and untroubled, neither vexed 
by dark presentiments nor deluded by faUc hopes, can 
await the coming morrow in the spirit of her own 
motto — Xec spe rtcc mftu* 

1 Liiski la ArvJk. St Umi>,, 1901, p. 171. 

* Sii»cc tbcac linci were iu print, M. I^opoUl Coldscbmldt 
htm ttct^iiitcii 4 superb TitUti from a printc BogUfth x^lloctiMt, 
In which the b«a cntin reoogiuM the origin*! pottnit of 1«*MU 
d'Etlf*. TTi« fe«t»rp« hAv« all the fffUnu^^ that i« wwiting in 
Rubeass copj, the expretaion b more refined tud iiitcllcclua], uid 
the whole his that indefiDAble &ir of dUlinction and nobility which 
•Un^ the great VcactUu't art 
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liarrJA^ cf Eroolc d'Eftte to Rcn^c de Pmnce—Inbella |^i to 
MocIcnA lo receive the britle — FC-lea nt Perron — Chamcter 
of Reik^e — Isabella's regard for her nJecc — Ben6c'i «jiiipathy 
with French and Itnlinn refo(rni€rt — IfiiibellA% tolenition— 
McKsibu^'x Book of Erctilc'rt festival— Trcatie* of B^urcelona 
and Cainbraj — Charles V, lands at Genoa — Is entertained by 
the Duke of Fenara on his w«lt to Bologna— Fcrrante Gonxaga 
niArclics [ignin:(t Florence — I^abeila viuti Solarolo — Arrivea at 
Bologna for the Con^re^-- State entry of Charles V, 

In the autumn of 1528, Isabella went to Ferrara 
and wu^ present at the festivities in honour of her 
nephew Ercole's marriage to Ren<^, daughter of 
Louis XII., King of France, and si.ster of the 
reigning Queen Claude. The successful campaign 
of the French armies under Lautrec in Naples had 
encouraged the Duke of Ferrara to renew hi*; old 
alliance with Francis Lj' and on the 28th of June the 
wedding of his son Ercole with this monarch's sistcr- 
in-law* the Princess Ren^e, was solemnised with 
great splendour in the Samtc Chapelle; After a 
succession of huntnig-parties and baUs at Fontaine- 
bleau and St. Germain, the bridal pair set nut for 
Italy on the 20th of September^ as Bartolom- 
mco Prospero wrote from Montar^ to inform 
the Marche^^a, "They will travel," he writes, "by 
slow stages through Lyom, Turin, Parma, Reggio^ 
and Modena, and will hardly reach Ferrara before 

1 Guicdardin], Storia ti'italia, vl $14% 
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the middle of November. Here" he adds, "tiiere 
is no other news, saving a re^jort tliat the Empress 
is ill of an infectious diseoM!, &nd that the Chancellor 
of Spain in dying. Cardinal Campcgfpo has arrived 
at court on his way to England^ and liolds a cuin- 
mission from the Pope, it is said, to make i>cat'e 
hetween the Powers." Meanwhile, the Duke of 
Ferrara, in his anxiety to do honour to tliis princess 
of France, begged IsabellA to assist in her reception, 
tiince hU oidy daughter Leonom wag still a child. 
Thirty-seven years had passed since IsubeUa, Uien 
herself a youthful bride, had brought her young 
sister-iti-Iaw, Anna Sforza, to Ferrara; and twenty- 
five years since, in the full pride of her fwauty, she 
had assisted at l^ucrczia Borgia's wedding. Now 
she once more came hack to her old home to wel- 
come the heir of Ferrara's bride, for the third time in 
her long and eventful life. At lier brother's request, 
she came to Modena early in November, and re- 
ceived the bride when she made her triumpha! entry 
amid such firing of guns, blowing of trumjiets, and 
ringing of IjelLs tlmt it seemed, says the chronicler, 
as if the sky and air would crumble to pieces.' 
After a fortnight spent in fi^tcs and rejoicings, Ercole 
aitd his bride went on to Belvedere, the superb 
new palace— celebrated by Ariosto in his Orlando-^ 
which Alfonso had built on an island in the Po. 
A description of this wonderful summer palace, with 
its halls and eliapel decorated by Dossi. its stately 
terraces and stairs leading down to the river, and 
delicious gardens planted with orange groves and 
box hedges, and adorned with marble loggias and 
fountains, had been lately written by Uie Ferr&rese 
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poet, Bonloni, and dedicated to tlic Marchc^a I; 
bella.* After spending the night in this enehant 
spot, the royal bride sailed down the Po to Ferrara 
in the ducal bucentaur, and was received at the 
Porta S. PfloU hy Ercoles brother Ippolito, Arch- 
bishop of Mihtn, the ainbussadors of France, Vcnico* 
and Mantua, and all the clergy and doctors of 
Ferrara, who escorted her througli the Strada Grande 
to the Uuomo, The streets were hung with red, 
green, and white draperies; and a hundred pages 
in black satin livery, with rose-coloured caps and 
stocbings> preceded by the SpanUh court jester* 
Diego, riding on a dromcdorj', led the way. The 
bride followed, liome in a criniMjn litter under a 
golden baldacohino, and attended by Madame de 
Soiibise on horseback, and fourteen French ladies 
in a chariot. The plague had lately ravaged Ferrara, 
an<l the chronicler's description of the miserj' of its 
inhabitants forms a melancholy contrast to the splen* 
dour of the bridal procession. '*Thc streets were 
deserted and the shops closed. Every day dead 
corpses were found at the doors of the churches, 
and people niight be heard in the streets crying, 
'I die of hunger/ with no one relieving them," 
But a decree had been issued commanding all good 
subjects tu put off their mourning and appear in gay 
attire to welcome their yoimg Duchess, and the loyal 
Fenrarese, who loved a pageant dearly, thronged 
the Greets and Piazza of the Ouomo, where the 
bride alighted, and received the benediction of the 
Archbishop and the keys of the city, which, by 
the Dukes ordei-n, were presented to his daughter* 
in-law in a silver bowk 

* Grayer, ^A,iL 137- 
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The Marchesa Isabella was awaiting the bride at 
the foot of the grand marble stairca:&e of the Bste 
palace, aiKl led her by the hand into the Sala 
GrandCf which was hung with priceless gold and 
silken tapestries. Here the ambassadoi's presented 
her with presents of brocades and velvet and dam- 
ask» and the chief citizens brought oxen and calves, 
cheeses, and capons for her acceptance. Ren^ 
wore her weddijig robe of gold brocade, with a 
necklace of enormou^i pearL and a gold crown on 
her head, which, in the opinion of Luigi Gonzaga, 
the Maiituan ambassador, to whom we owe these 
details, was out of place, since Ercole's bride was, 
after all» not a queen* but only the daughter of a 
king I Her appearance also gave rise to some deljate 
among the courtiers. She wa-i short and awkward, 
and her figure wa^ slightly deformed, which made 
the ladies of Ferrara, who remembered the beauty 
of Anna Sforza and the sweet face and golden hair 
of Lucrezia Rorgia, declare that the new Duchess 
was very unlike these lamented Ladies^ being sdioII, 
ugly, and hunchbacked. Her health was delicate, 
and she waji unable to speak Italian, or to understand 
what was said without the help of an interpreter. 
She aLso showed a marked preference for French 
attendants and French fashions, and IsabcUa*^ old 
fttend. Bernardo Tasso, was the only Italian whom 
she took into her senice, and cmployal as secretary. 
Altogether, the first impression formed of tlie new 
Duchess on her arrival at Ferrara can hardly be said 
to have been a favourable one. But closer acquaint- 
ance went far to remove these prejudices. Her 
manners were gracious and winning, her conversa- 
tion full of cliarm and wit ; and although she was 
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tou Freuch in her tastes to be popular in Feiraro, 
she soon won the aflection uf htrr father*ui-)aw. 
Her genuine love of learning attracted the foremost 
scholars to the dtical court. She herself presided 
over an Academy which held its sittings in her rooms, 
and became the patron of all the charitable institu^ 
tions in the city. Renee w^ deeply religious by f 
nature, and had shown her interest in the doctrines of 
tlie refurmen* before she left France. Clement Marot 
wrote a nuptial hymn in ber honour, and spoke in 
his writings of " Ce noble ctmrde Ren^e de France" ^ 
and Uie Geneva Protestant, Calvin, was received by 
the Duchess at Ferrara in 1586. Vittoria Colonna 
soon became one of her greatert fi'iends, and brought 
her friend, the Dominican friar, Bernardino Ochiiio^ 
to preach in the Duomo of Ferrara, 

Ibal)ella, herself never took any great interest 
in the new doctrines that were held by so many 
of her friends in Rome and Venic^e. No one was 
further removed from bigotry, or more avei'se to 
religious persecution. She protected the Jews in 
}Iantua as far as possible^ issued edicts relieving 
them ttom disabilities whenever she held the reins 
of government, and was always in favc^ur of a large 
and kindly toleration. In her eyes Pomponam's 
merits as a teacher outweighed any scruples as 
to the orthodoxy of his l>eliefs, and she trusted 
her son to him without fear. Her active mind, 
centred as it M'as on the present, never seriously 
pui'sued either metaphysical or theological inquiries. 
She accepted the Church's teaching as s)ie had re* 
ceived it from her mother's lips, and did not trouble 
herself with the inconsistency or the crimes of its 
rulers. But although Isabella had little ^mpathy 
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with Rent's views on these matters, she was at- 
tracted by her superior intelligence and literary 
tastes, and in the difficulties which ttie younj^ French 
princess had to encounter from the prejudices of the 
Italian courtiers she proved her wisest and most loyal 
friend* 

During the week following the bride's state 
entry, a scries of Ariosto's comedies was performed 
in the ducal theatre, an<l on one occasion Alfonso's 
youngest son. Francesco, a boy of twelve, hini>elf 
recited the prologue. After this, Isabella returned to 
spend Christmas at Mantua witli her sons, but come 
back to Kerrara early in January to assist at the 
Twelfth Ni^ht and Carnival fc^livitics, which were of 
unusual splendour. On the 13th, her secretary, Trida- 
pale, wrote the following letter to the Marquis: — 
'* Last Sunday the quintain races took place, but there 
WAS little spirit about them. Few young men ran, 
and the gauges b^fan late and ended early. Mndatna 
la Ducbesso, with her Iwiics and gentlemen and our 
own* looked ou from tlie windows and balconies of 
these rooms, but Madamn mia [Ihistrissima pre- 
ferred to remain by the fire talking to the gentle- 
men who came to visit Her Excellency. To-night 
there was dancing both before and after supper till 
eleven o'clock ; but the small sixe of the room and 
the immense number of people assembled made the 
festa more tiresome than ciijuyable, and there was 
great confusion among tlie dancers. The Duke had 
ordered the ' Memechmi ' to be given in the French 
tongue on Sunday ; but, for what cause I know not, 
thi« has been put off till next week.** * But the most 
sumptuous of all the f^tes on thLs occasion was the 
> D'Ancocim, Traffv, U. «3a 
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bani^uct given by the young Duke Ercolc in the 
gruat faall uf thij Ca?»U;Uo ou tlie 24tli uf JiuiuHry,' 
an ent^rtainmeiit so inemorabte even in the aiuiaLs 
of this gay court Uiat it was made the subject of a 
volutnc puhlishcd twenty years later by Uie Duke's 
seneschal, Mcssibugo^ and still preserved in the 
Bihliot!l^(]ue Xationale. More than a hundred guests 
met that c\-ening in the magnificent halls of the 
Castellu, lined with niaible and aU1>Ji^ter of glittering 
whiteness and painted by the hand of Titian and 
DossL The brilliantly-lighted table, fifty-five braecie 
long, was adorned witli twenty-five fi^jres of the 
gods of Olympus in gilt and coloured sugar, designed 
by the best artists in Fermra, under the direction of 
Mcssibugo, who on this occasion surpa.'^scd himscU' in 
skill and ingenuity. Chief among them was a group 
of Hercules strangling the lion, in honour of the 
bridegroom. Ercole d'J'jS'te. Half-way through tlie 
banquet a second series of similar figures was plac^ed 
on the tahle, with a group of Hercules gmppling 
with the hydra as centre-piece. This was succeeded 
by a third array, in which Hercides taming the 
Minotaur was tlie principal objccL Each course 
was heralded by a troop of musicians, playing the 
flute, viol, comet, Ijtc, and harp, and singing 
madrigaJs and rondeaux. undo' the direction of 
Alfonso di Viola, the conductor of the orchestra of 
the Duomo, while sweet organ melodies were hettrd 
in the distuiicc. At the conclusion of the banquet 
attar of roses and other choice perfumes were handed 
to the guests in delicately-HTought bowls, and silk 
and gold flower? of exquisite form and colour were 
presented to the ladies. Last of all, a great golden 

I Gruy*r, ttp. nl. ii. 565, 
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pflsty wfts placed in the <^ntre of the board, and when 
the lid was removed a qimntity of nccklac^^i, brace- 
lets, earrings, and brooches were brought to light. 
The guests drew lots for these jewels, some of which 
were worth as much as fifty ducats a piece, amid 
great mirth and laughter, after which Ariosto's 
Cmsaria was iKrrfc^micd in another hall under the 
poet's own directiorL The entertainment closed with 
a l*aU, which was kept up till daybreak ; but Isabella, 
we Icam, prudently retired at inichiiglit. 

Hardly had the sound of wedding festivities 
died away, than events took place wliich altered 
Alfonso's whole policy. The di>iastrou5 result of 
the French invasion of Naples, and tlie death of 
Lautrer, who was (tarried off by tlie plague together 
with the flower of his army, proved fatal to Francis 
the First*a ambitious deigns. The Pope now tlircw 
himself into the Emperor's omut, and, after prolonged 
negotiations, concluded the Treaty of Barcelona on 
the 20th of June 1529. By this agreement the pontiff 
was to recover possession of liis lost dominions, in- 
cluding Modena and Reggio, to which he still laid 
chum, and Clement's kinsman, Ateswndro, the M>n of 
the dead Lorenzo, was to lie reinstated in Florence, 
whicli had sliaken off Uie yoke of the Medici im* 
mediately after tlie capture of Rome. The defeat of 
St Pol's army in Lombardy by Lcyva destroyed 
Francis the First's last hopes, and in August a treaty 
was signed at Camhray by the Kmpe^ror's atmt, 
Margaret of Austria, and the King of France's 
mother, Louise dc Savoic. By this agreement, 
Charles V* rcmaiiwd in undi!>turbed posscsT^ion of 
Naples and Lomlwirdy, and Francis \. sacrificed his 
allies of Florence and Ferrara to the Pope's vengeance. 
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The triumph of Chiles was complete, and 
the 12tli of August he landed at Genoa, and for 
first time set foot in Italy. It had long been his wish' 
to receive the imperial crown in Rome, but the^ 
horrors of the siege were still fresh in the minds of allfl 
and Bologna was eventually chosen as the meeting- 
place between the Pope and Emperor-elect. Cardinal 
Ercole Gonffliga was sent by tlie Pope to meet 
Charles at Genoa, together with the two young 
Medici princes, Ales*;andro. who was ^nan to receive 
the title Duke of Florence, and Giuliano's son. 
Ippolito, who at the age of eighteen had already 
been created a cardinal- The Emperor announced 
his intention of visiting his good friend, the Marquis 
of Mantua, on the way to Bologna, and both Kederico 
and his mother made great preparations to reeeiv^ 
their illustrious guest. But before Charlc-i startea 
on his journey, the Duke of Pcrrara, eager to in- 
gratiate himself witli U»e all - powerful monarch, 
begged him to take the shorter road through 
Reggie and Modena, and placed himself and hi^ 
subjects unreservedly at His Majesty's disposal. 
Alfonso himseli* rode out to meet Cluu-les near Iteggio, 
mid pleaded hts cause with so much eloquence 
that the Emperor not only accepted his iuvitJ 
tion, but spent several da)^* in his company. 'I'hc 
Duke entertained him splendidly both at Iteggjo 
and Modena, and finally escorted him to the border 
of his territories on his way to Bologna* Meanwhile 
Isabella, realising all the importance of the occa^aon, 
and feeling Iiow great were the issues at siakc, d< 
cided to visit Bologna hetself and meet tlie supreit 
lieads of the spiritual and temporal world, Tt 
Emperor was known to look with especial favour 
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on the house of Goozaga, and had shown himself 
graciously disposed both to the Marquis and Cardinal 
Ercole, while their brother Femmte, and cousin, 
Luigi Rodomonte, were among the most vali&nt 
captains in his service, Ferrante. in fac-t. was at 
this moment martrliing against Florence, as lieutenant 
to the Prince of Onmge, at the head of an Imperial 
army, wliieh wa^ to bcsitr)^ the doomed city and 
crush her last hopes of freedom. 

On the IHth of September this young prince wrote 
the following letter to his mother from the Ijnperial 
camp at Castiglione di Arezzo ^ r^ — 

"Most illuslrious Lady and dearest Mother,— 
Although only fcur days have piLssed since I wrote 
to Your Excellency in reply to the letter which you 
sent me by Slesser Salviati da Gubbio, I must tell you 
of my well-being and of the splendid success of this 
invincible army. We have lalelj' obtained possession 
of Cnrtona, one of the strongest rities of the Floren- 
tine Republic, after besieging it during tliree days 
and destroying a great portion of the walls. Lest 
night the garrison surrendered at discretion, the 
Prince of Orange refusing to grant any conditions 
excepting security of life and property to the citizens. 
The soldiers gave up their anns, after which they 
were set free, and the city was placed under com- 
missioners appointed by His Holiness* To-night we 
arc at Castiglione, and were intending to attjtck 
Aixxxo to-morrow, but hear that it has surren- 
dered and been abandoned by its garrison, so we 
shall march straight against Florence. If Your 
Excellency wishes to know the strength of our forces, 
we liave iH)00 Italian foot, 40O0 Cierman, and -fOOO 
1 D'Aroo, t>p, ai, 997. 
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Spanish infantry, 40 lances, and 650 light horse, 
of them picked men, eager for battle. And now. 
from my heart, 1 commend myself to Your Ei 
ccUcncy, whose most gracious person may Gi 
preserve and prosper in all her ways! — Your sor 
Ferraxte. From the camp of the most fortunat 
Ceesarean army, near Castiglione Aretino," 

So with a light heart and high courage the yout 
soldier led his forces against the ancient :«tronghol 
of Italian liberties, wIlUc on the bulv^arks of Sim' 
Miniato, Miclielangcto was repairing the bastions 
defend Florence in Jier last struggle. 

When this letter reached filantiia, Isabella was 
preparing to start on her journey, but on the waj 
to Bologna she paid a visit to a little town soi 
miles farther south, which had lately acquired a new 
interest in her eyes. This was SolarolQ, a small fief 
near Imola, which Leo X. had bestowed in lol-t 
upon Cardinal Sigismondo Gonzaga, in gratitude for 
his support at the time of his election, and wliich, 
after that prelate's death in 1525. Isabella bought for 
a small sum of money. The Marchess now for the 
first time paid a visit to her new subjects, in whose 
welfare slie took the deepest interest, and whose city 
she adorned with raauy fine buildings, during the 
last years of her life** After a sojourn of some weeks 
in this pleasant little town» Isabella proceeded to 
Eologua, accompanied by a brilliant suite, and in the 
last days of November entered the city in statCj^ 

■ Rrni^r in llafia, 18SS, p. iG. The writer of t hit ariiolc thcrv 
laformeti lu thftt he hjid in his portsettSLon doorim^ntv r^^rding thk 
interesting rpiaotlc in [HAbclWe Hfc, which he rcftcned for futun^ 
publicAtiuii, but which hnvc not yet appeared. 

< M. Sanato, Diarii, Ul. IM, 
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The beauty of the maidens in her train, and the 
splendour of her chariots and liveries, made a great 
impression on the crowds t]iat were already assembled 
to witness the solemn meeting and public reconcilia- 
tion between the Pope and the monstrtli whose array 
had sacked Rome. Isabella ali^ted at the Palazzo 
Monzola on the Piazza di Sati Donuto, close to 
S, Giacomo Maggiore, the favourite church of the 
Bentivogli, and the chapel which held Francia and 
Costa's frescoes of St, Cecilia, not far from the 
ancient leaning towers of Garisenda and Asmelli, 
sung by Dante in his Inferno, 

Here she spent the next four months, surrounded 
by her fanuly and friends, «uid witnessed the memor- 
able scenes which took place at Bologna in tlie course 
of that winter. The Pope arrived in the same week, 
after paying a visit to his old iriend the Knight 
Templar, Sabha da Castiglione. in his quiet retreat at 
the house of his order, near Faen^a. He entered 
Bologna in state, wearing the triple tiara, and home 
on the Scdia gc^tafoHa^ with sixteen Cardinals in his 
train, but it was noticed how few acclamations gi^eeted 
lus coming, and scarcely a voice joined in the crj' — 
yiva Papa Ckmenlc! Charles V., on the contrary, 
received an enthusiastic welcome from the people, 
when, on the 5th of Xovember, after sleeping at the 
convent of the Ccrtosa outside the walls, he made his 
triumphal entry into the town. Isabella witncsMrd 
tlic strfemn meeting between the Pope and monarch 
from a balcony opposite San Petronio, and on the 
next day wrote the following graphic account of the 
scene to her niece. Ren*^ de France; — 

''Dearest and most Illustrious La^Iy, — Yesterday 
His Ca:sarcan Slajesty eaiuc from Castcl&unco Bolog- 
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nese to the Certosa, one mile from Rnlogna, and was 
first of oil received by the Governor (Ubcrto Cam- 
biara) and his troops, and then by all thoiic most 
reverend Cantinab, who had gone out to meet His 
Majesty with an infinite number of gentlemen. Hh 
Majesty spent the night at the Certosa with part of 
hissuite^nnd tliose who could not find acrommodation 
were lodged in Rologna, as well as the Monsignori who 
went out to siilute him. To-<Iay tlie entry into Bologna 
took place about two o'clock, in the foUowtug order^ 
First of all came three companies of light horse bear- 
ing lances, all verj' well armed and moimtcd. lietween 
them were the artillery and engineers, then fourteai 
companies of infantry, partly armed with cro*is-bow|J 
and the rest with pikes and halhcitis — all very fine- 
looking men und well armed. In tlie midst of them 
was Signor Antonio de Lej-^'a, unarmed, and carried 
in a chair by his servants, because he is crippled witlri| 
gout, and truly there was in him — borne as he was by 
others — no less vigour and majesty than if he had 
been in the best of health and armed from head to 
foot Behind these companies came the Burguudian 
horse, alt clad in white armour^ with velvet] 
doublets of yellow, red, and green. After them 
rode another splendid company of light horse, armed 
with lances, and wearing cloth doublets of the same 
colours, and each Burgundian was followed by a page 
bearing his lielmet and lance, mounted on a fine 
charger. Then came His Majesty's gentleoier 
in-waiting; all in full aimour, and doublets anc 
mantles of different fitsliions and devi<Nis, accord-, 
ing to their own taste and fancy. Behind th« 
gentlemen came His Majesty's pages, wearing ca[ 
of yellow velvet, with velvet suits of these three" 
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colours yellow, grey, and purple, and they rode 
beautiful and graceful horses, jennets as well as 
others, all richly drape<J and harnessed, 

"At this raoment His Holiness descended from 
Hs palace, borne in )ii» chutr, in full pontifical robes, 
and surrounded by his cliiunbcrlaijis mid geuLlcineu 
of the bedchamber. The Ambassadors and all the 
most reverend Cardinals went on foot before him» 
walking two and two at a time, followed by inBmte 
numbers of bishops and clerg)% and mounted a wooden 
tribunal which had been erected on the steps in front 
of the church of San Fetronio, draped with white 
cloth. The flour under the feet of His Holiness and 
the Cardinals was covered with red cloth, and the 
other portioiLs occupied by less exalted personages were 
draped with different coloured carpets. On the oppo- 
site side of the Piazza cume the royal procession Jed by 
His Majesty's guards, tdl of them line-looking men^ 
wearing tlie sjimc livmcs as the court pages. Close be^ 
hind them were Cssar^s gitatc^t and fiivouritc courtiers 
on horseback, all armed, and wearing the richest 
doublets and mantles, which made a most bcautifu] 
and splendid show. Behind them, under a canopy of 
cloth of gold, bome by the cliief citizens of Bologna, 
appeared His Cf^sarean Majesty with one of his 
nobles — the Cmnd Manihol Don Alvarez, Mairquis 
Astorga — bearing his drawu *tword aloft befoie hiuL 
His Majesty rode a most beautiful white jennet, and 
wore a doublet and vest of gold broc;uie, and was in 
full armour, only his riglit arm and breast being un^ 
covered. At his stirrup walked forty young nobles 
of Botogiia in whito satin doublets, lined and slashed 
witli gold brocade, with white velvet caps and plumca 
and rose-coloured hose, who met him at the gate by 
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which Hts Majesty entCTcdt and aooompanicd hin^ 
on foot through the streets. fl 

" When he reached the steps of San retronio. 
His Majesty aliglited and presented himself be- 
fore His Holmess. who stood up to receive liiin, 
and aHer he had kisseil his foot, hand, aiid lips, he 
was very tenderly embntced by the Holy Father, who 
made him take a scat on hi» right hand. Tlie words 
whicli His MajoLy said to His Hulinos were these: 
* Tadre sancto, ioy vcnido a l>asar los pijcs de Vuestra 
Sanctitad, lo que es mucho tempo lo deseava, ayora 
lo compido co I'obra ; suplico a Dios que sea en su 
scarcio y de V.S-' ' Holy Father, I have come to kiss 
the feet of Your Holiness, an act which I have long 
wished to do, and am at length allowed to accomplish^ 
and I pray God ttiat this may be for the glory of 
His service and of that of Your Holiness/ And 
these words were sjiokcn by His Holiness in reply: 
'We thank God who has brought us to this day 
which we have so long desired to see, and hop<* that 
Your Majesty may be the means of gaining great 
things for the ser\"ice of God and tlie good of Chris- 
tendonL' After this His Majesty rose to his feet 
and ottered His Holiness a purse tilled with gold 
pieces, among which were two of 100 ducats and 
a great many others, making in all a sum of 1000 
ducats. Then all thase who were with His Majesty 
on the tribunal kissed the feet of His Holiness the 
Pope. So they spent some time together, but had 
little opportunity for any private conversation. After 
that, they descended the steps, and Caesar offered to 
conduct His Holiness back to the pakce, but was 
induced by His Holiness to remain behind, and be 
entered San I'etronio with four of the Cardinals^ 
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Cesarini, Ravenna, Naples, and RidoUi* who remained 
in attendance on His Maje^ity. His Holiness then 
returnee] to his rooms borne in his chair, and accom^ 
panied hy the other Mon*iignori on fool- And while 
the Emperor alighted and knelt before the Pope, and 
cnter^ San Pctronio, the proct:ssion of hi» guards 
continued to aflvance, chiefly light liorse and infantfy 
with a great number of guns. And when he had 
oifered thanks to our Lord God and performed the 
usual ceremonies, he walked, still on foot, between 
the Cardinals to the Palace, where his lodging!, are 
prepare<L I liear from those who have seen them, 
that they arc so near those of His Holiness, that only 
a single waJl divides one room from the otlier. 

**'rhis spe<*tacle, MfuUuaa ntia^ seemed to me so 
splendid that I confess I have never before seen, and 
can never expect to see again, anything at all equal 
to it. And if I had tried to describe all its details 
to Your Excellency, I ^ould have given you too 
much to read ; but this I mu^t tell you, that Ihruugh 
all the streets where His Majesty passed, gold and 
silver coins were thrown to the people in token of 
rejoicing and princely liberality. It remains to us 
to implore God that the conference held by these 
two great lords who have met togetlier here may 
produce those good results wliich we all desire, and 
lead to the restoration of universal peace in Christen- 
dom. I iK'lieve that Your Ilhistrious Highness will 
he informed of all these events, with perhaps even 
greater fulness, by your ambassadtn*. None the less, 
to satisfy the request which was made to me a few 
days ago by one of your gentlemen here, I have 
tried to give you this account by letter," * 
' D'Arctf, c^ oL 
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The sight which Isabella had that day witne 
might well rouse her enthusiasm. Tliere were many 
notJible figures in the great procession tlmt slowly 
wound its way tJirough the ancient streets of Bologna, 
Close to tlie monarch's person rode the grandees 
of Spain, with their haughty bearing and goT^-ous 
clothes, and chief among them the mighty soldier 
I^eyva. under whose iron rule Milan gixmned* borne 
high in liis purple velvet litter on the shoulders of his 
servants^ Cardinal Campeggto, the legnte, was there, 
newly arrived from England, where he had heen 
considering the vexed question of King Henry tlie 
Eighth's divorce ; and Ippolito dei Medici, the 
youngest member of the Sacred College. wbo$e 
strikingly handsome face and dark eyes are familiar 
to us from Titian's portrait, and must have 
reminded Isabella of his father, her old friend 
Gtuliano. There was the aged Admiral Andrea 
Doria and the boy Marquis. Bonifazio of Monferrato, 
the last heir of that illustrious race of Paleidoghi 
who had once reigued as Emperors in C*HistaritinnpleL 
And there, too^ were the German princes : the Count 
of Nassau, a magnificent-looking man, clad from 
head to foot in cloUi of gold, Albert von Branden- 
burg, who claimed kinship with the Gonzagas, and 
the Count Palatine of the Rhine. But the most 
remarkable figure in all that splendid train, the 
one on whom all eyes were fixed that day, was 
Caesar himsetf, tills young monarch of twenty-nine, 
oo whose dominioos tlie iun never set, and who held 
the fate of Italy in the hollow of his hand. The spec- 
tators were deeply impressed with the lofty air and 
majestic bearing, the fair locks and beard and fine Hue 
eyes of the young Emperor, and admired the statelj 
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courtesy with which he dofled his black velvet cap to 
the ladies on the balconies and at the windows along 
the route. Isabella, who alone among them all liad 
I>een present at the siege and sack of Rome, must hai^e 
Watched tlie meeting between Pope and Emperor 
with strangely-mingled feelings. The Pope, it was 
noticed^ turned pale when Charles knelt before himt 
and the tears streamed down his cheeks 3s he bent 
dottTi to salute the monarch. And when the Em- 
peror inquired after his health, Clement replied that 
he liftd felt distinctly better since he left Rome — a 
remark whicti made some of the Spanish courtiers 
sjnilc. llut these sad days were over, and Cardinals 
and princes looked fonvard, like Isabella, with high 
hopes to the amfcrcnccs tlmt were to dose tlie long 
tale of warfare and miser)% and bring back peace and 
prosperity to distracted Italy. 



CHAPTER XXXIX 



15«9— 1630 



IHuitriou* vixitors to Bologiu — Vctohica GamlHin nnd the huiii&D- 
ists — Itobelln'i polilicfil objects — Fcrnnte Goiuaga »erk« the 
hand of l&ftbclla ColonnA, who is alrcudy wedded to I'Uigi 
Etodomonte — Favour ahown to the M4r(|uiii of MatituA— 
FTatice3<^o Sforxft reoeives Uie invesUlurc of MlUn — Prodftm^- 
Uoo of universal j>eaoc — Florence alone excluded frtwn the 
Lengue— F^tcs and ball« at CbrisUnas and Ctmiv&l — Chajles 
V. receiver the iron crown of Lonibardy and Ihe goldtn ctowq 
of the Holy Roman Empire from Uit Pope's binds — Con>nAtion 
in San Petronio — TIjc Duke of Feirara cornea to Dologna, and 
Is reconciled to the Po|}C. 

During the next four months^ all the mo5t illustrious 
personages in Italy met at Bologna to assist at the 
Emperor's coronation or to pay him homage. When 
Isabella d'Este arrived^ she found V^eronica Gambara 
living jji the Palazzo MarsUio with her bnither 
Uberto, the Governor of ndogtia, while her other 
brother, Brunoro, the Imperial Chamberlain, arrived 
with Charles V> The Emperor hiniNclf honoured 
this distinguished lady wit)i trequeiit viMts, and her 
house became the meetiiig-place of all the humanists 
and poets who met in Bologna tliat winter, Conta- 
rini was there already a,s Venetian amlutssadnr, and 
in December, Bembo arri^'ed from Padua. Trissino, 
now high in tlie favour of Clement VII., aceompatiied 
him from Rome, and had the honour of bearing his 
train at the coronation ; while tlie historians, l^aolo 
Giovio and the Florentine Guicciardini, were both in 

8M 



HUMANISTS AT BOLOGNA 



SOfi 



attendance on His Holiness. The former availed 
himself of the Marc)iesa*s pi-esence to beg a favour 
of her, as we learn iVom the following letter which 
Isabella addressed to the Cu^tellaji, Gian Ciacomo 
Calaiidra: — 

" jCo\br JacopOf — Monsignor Paolo Jo^io, t>eing 
anxious to print some of his Dialogues, has begged 
us to help him in this iaudahlc enterprise by giving 
hin:! 70 reams of a kind of paper that is made in 
Mantua, as the meftsenger sent, hy him will L-xplairh 
And we, who love Messer Paolo greatly for his 
excellent learning, would gladly do him this service. 
Accordingly we b^ you to execute this ooinmisslon 
for us, knowing how willingly you will take part in so 
honourable an undertaking, and ask you to see that 
the paper shall be given to liis messenger. You 
can tell the p^pennakers tJiat the cost of this paper 
will be defrayed as soon as I reluni to Mantua. 
If they make dilTicuUies^ give them 2 ducats a week, 
so that they may be completely satisfied, and our 
steward will provide the money, fliesser Paolo asks 
to be allowed to bring this paper Ikere from Mantua 
without paj'mcnt €>f customs or any other tax. but I 
do not know if this can be nuuiaged, since all the 
taxes are already allotted,*' Ilolugna, Nov, 21, 1520. 
Meanwhile, Isabella's devoted scn'ant, Gian* 
franoeaoo Valier, arrived from Venice with her son 
Ercole's fincnds, the poets Antonio HnKrardo and 
Molza, who still addressed somiets to the fair Camilla 
Gonzaga, now the wife of Count Alessandro di Porto 
of Vieenza, and ^Vngelo Colocci^ the beloved com- 
panion of Bembo's Itoinaii days.' Once more the 
Marehesa welcomed tticsc old (ricnds under her roof, 
^ V, Cuui, L'n IMmnw^ &c.j p, US. 
TOL. U. IT 
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THE QUEEN OF NAPLES 



and reueweJ the plea^atil meetings aiid Uttrmry ■ 
sions wliieh she liod held in Kome, ain) sighed wil 
them over tlic mm of the Etemul City. fl 

But Isalwlla hat! graver cares than these to fillTi 
time and thoughts. There were many inii>ortjint pol 
ticnl cjuestions to be settled by the Pope and Etnpen 
in the private conferences which they held daily, ax 
most of these concerned Ual>cHa cloiicly. Next i 
importance to the interests of her son Federico, wei 
the affairs of Ferrara and Milan. There was tl 
quarrel of her brother ^Vlfonso with the Pope to 1 
made up ; and, although this clever prince had to 
no oppoiiunity of pajnrig court to the Emperor* an 
kept his tjiblc supplied with game and vcniso: 
Clemcut was still iuiplucable, and wuuld nut alio 
the Duke to eitter Bologna. And there was tl 
panlon of her unfortunate nephew to he obtain* 
from the Emperor, who \md not forgiven Frances* 
Sforza for taking up anus against him. and threateiu 
to deprive him of his State« The Pope, howevc 
c^pouircd this unlucky prince's cause warmly, an 
before many days a u]es?>uge was scut to the Dul 
of Milan desiring his presence at Bologna-' ^ 

Charles now proclaimed that he meant to reni 
peaec to Italy, and invited all those \^4io had grie' 
ances or complaints to come and obtain redress fi 
their ^crongs. First among tJiose who re^iponded 1 
this invitation was the exiled Queen of Naples, Is 
bella del Bal/x), tiic widow of Frederic II,, and la 
representative of the proud Une of Altamura. SI 

^ Gir>nlADO, Dctla twfuita e dijnoro m ihloffta tUi Sommo Pa 
Cleraent< VU. f^r la Coronativne di Vibrio F., IfSa An ihc doU 
of the cen-mony here j(wnt\ Are ftUfrplled in Uii» in-r1t«r b conelul) 
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came from Ferrara, where she was Ii\'ing in great 
poverty, and» throwing Iierself at the Emperors feet, 
begged him to hnve pity upon her two (iaughters. 
Charles received the widowed Queen with the courtesy 
due to her rank and niislbrtuncs, and not only com- 
forted her with promises of liherai help, but, before 
he lett Italy, arranged a marriage between her elder 
daughter, the Infanta Giulia, and the Marquis Fede* 
rieo Gonzaga. Everyday now brought fresh arrival 
and the picturesque streets of lUiIogna were thronged 
with gay c-avnlcades. On the IStli of November, tlic 
Prince of Orange arrived from t!ic camp before 
Florence, to inform the Emperor of the determined 
resistance which the Kepublic offered, and ask for 
order* him" to proceed. With him came Ferrante 
Gonzagiu hent on business of his ownJ It was hh 
intention to ask the Emperor for the hand of the 
great heiress, Isabella Colornia, whose father, Vcs- 
pasiano. hitd died oidy two years after Ills niarriuge 
to Giulia Gonzaga, leading Ms only child betrothed 
to the Pope's kinsman, Ippolito dei Medici, But the 
intended bridegroom soon abandoned his suit, having 
fallen in love with his afHanced wife's beautiful step- 
mother Giulia, and l^efore long his elevation to the 
Cardinalate put an end to his matrimonial schemes, 
Fcrrsntc felt that this was a good opportunity to 
secure the hand of the rieh heiress, and relied on 
the Emperor's marked favour and his mother's 
influence to obtain his wish. But he was too late 
in the field After Vespasiano Colonnas death in 
March 15S8, the Or^ni took advantage of the general 
confusion in Rome and Apulia to seize bis daughter's 
estates, and wages desperate war again:»t tlie Colonna 
^ <iiordju)o, op* ni. 
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foUowCTs. ITpon tJiis. the Pope sent Oitilia Oan 
zaga*a own brotiicr, Luigi Rodomonte, the gallan 
young captjun who bttd protected him in hi 
fl^t to Onieto, to the help of these distrcssw 
ladiof- After a hard-fought campaign, this bmvi 
knipht svKceedcd in defeating the foe and re 
cxjvering the castle of PaUiaiio for the Colonna^ 
Antonia del Bitlxo^s grandson was not only a mai 
of great strength and stature, who could Inrak rope 
and horbe*-shoes in lus hands, but a cultured an 
charmmg prince, a poet himself and the friend o 
poets,* The heiress pruraptiy fell in love with thi 
Paladin of romance who had come to her rescue, and 
before the hero left Palliano, he woji secretly marriec 
to Isabella Colonna. Fearing the Pope's angei 
Giulia Gou^aga and licr brother decided to keep thi 
marriage secret, and Luigi returned to hi^ po^t an< 
marched against Florence with the Imperial army 
Dut when he heard that his cousin Ferronte bat 
asked for the hand of the heiress, he hastened ti 
Bologna and produced his mnrriage contract as tbi 
best proof that Isabella was already his wife. Afte 
this there was nothing more to be said. The Pop 
and Kmperor both declared the marriage to be valid 
tlje hero received tJie congratulations of his friends 
and, when the campaign against Florence was ended 
he returned in triumph to Paltiano and claimed hi 
bride. Ferrante soon afterwards consoled hinisel 
with another wealthy Neapolitan heiress^ Isabella o 
Capua, daughter of the Duca di Tremoli, whom h 
married in April 1581.^ 1 

On the 20th of November, the Marquis o 

1 Afl%, f'Ua tM iMiigi Rodomonte, pfs 45, A«. 




THE MARQUIS OF MANTUA 809 

Mantua himself entered Uologna with a splendid 
train of courtiers, antl proceeded strai(fht to the 
Palazzo Manzoli, where he was welcomed affection- 
ately by hiH mother. The Pcipe*s hou-i^ehold rode out 
to meet him, and the Emperor honoured Federico 
with marlu of especial favour, and invited him 
to occupy rooms close to his own. Ilefore long, 
Charles V. graciously informed the Marchesa of 
his intention to raise her son to the rank of Duke, 
and furtlier intimated his willingness to visit her 
at Mantua on his return to Germany, Isabella's 
highest ambition waft thus gratiticd, and on the 15th 
of December, Federico left Bologna to moke prc^ 
parations for the fitting reception of his august 
guest.' 

Both Federico and his mother exert^ all their 
influence with the Fjmpcmr on behalf of Fnm- 
cesco Sforza, This prince had never recovered 
from the dangerous wound which he had received 
from the conspirator, llonifazio VLsconti, six years 
before. He could only travel in a litter, and when 
he reached Bologna on the 22nd of November, 
he was still so weak that he could not stand in the 
Emperor's presence. But Charles received hi m 
kindly, and it was noticed by the Duke's friends* 
as a good omen, that he spc^c to him in Ger- 
man, n language wliich his enemy, Leyva, could 
not understand, and looked at Francesco with 
a smile, while the grim Spanish general stood 
sullenly by. After prolonged conferences, tlie Duke 
finally received the investiture of Mikn, on pay- 
ment of an enormous tribute, which his unhappy 
subjects, already ruined by war and famine, were 
^ M. Sanuto, t^. dL^ lit 37(3. 



aiO THE DITKE OF MILAN PARDONEE 

utterly unable to rmsc, &nd Lcyva was granted tl 
city of Pavia for bis life. The Vejietiau «ivo 
Contarini, was next admitted to the Emperoi 
presencre, and terms of peace between the Signo 
and the Pope were arranged. On Christmas E 
a treaty dra%rn up by the Imperial ChanceU< 
Cardinal Cattinara, was Mgned by the Pope, tl 
Emperor, \'enice, Milan, Mantua, Savoy, and Moi 
fcmito. The Duke of Fcrrara's name woa insert 
in the treaty by the Emperors express wsh. b' 
the final settlement of his quaxret with the Po] 
was deferred to a ftiture date, Only Florence "W 
excluded from the League, and the unfortuna 
deputies who had l*een sient to plead her cau 
were not even allowed to enter the Emperors mt 
ence. ^ 

"Now indeed," cxc]auncd Cardinal Pueei, "1 
can sing the tJIoria with the angels, since peace ai 
goodwill are restored to men." 

The Emperor attended midnight mass in ti 
papal chapcsl, and received the Sword with the Thy 
of the Holy Spirit which the Pope had blessed^ at 
himself chanted the first words of the Gospel, " 1 
that time an edict went forth from Augustus th 
all the world should he taxed." Isabella d'Es 
mid alt the illustrious guests who were by this tin 
assembled in Bologna, were present at the solen 
moss at San Petronio on Cliri«tmas Day, when tl 
Pope wa-s tlie celebrant, and gave the Emperor tl 
kiss of peace. On the las^ day of the year, U 
papal bull proclaiming a general peace was public! 
read from the steps of the Palazzo Pubblico, at 
a solemn Te Deiim was chanted, after which tl 
Duke of Milan and all the great feudatories of tl 
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Emperor and the Church, succeeded by the foreign 
ambassadoi-s luid princes, kbsed Uie Pope's feet.^ 

On the 18th of Jonuar)*, the Emperor received 
a deputation from the Universitj' of Uologna, and 
conferred the title of Mother of Universities, tofjeUier 
with many new pri\il^es, on this ancient foimda- 
tion. On tlje sam<^ day tlie poet, Ginilwino di Caiio, 
Isab<^I]A*s old friend, received the laurel crown from 
tlie hands of the Kmpcror and the Pope. On the 
2dth, a magnificent enibfLssy of Venetian senators, 
clad in traihng rolics of black velvet and gold togas, 
and wearinij massive i^aU] eliains, arrix'cd in Kulo^(rm, 
and rode through the city followed by youths bearing 
larger bowls filled with golden crowns which they pre* 
scnted to the Emperor, who received them in great 
state seated on his throne in the Sala Grande- From 
Christmas till the end of the carnival, a series of ban- 
quets, jousLs^ mascjuerades, and balls were given 
by the Marcliesa Isalxilla, Veronica Gambara, and 
other august persons. Charies liimself was often 
present on these €)ccasions. and spoke graciously to 
the illustrious gue^its, and won golden opinions by 
his courtesy to all tJic ladies present. 

Unfortuualely Uicse festive gatherings did nut 

always tend to peace. As before at Slilan* the 

Spani-sh and Italian cavaliers qiiarretled over the 

brij^it eyes of Isabellas maids-of-honour, and more 

than once their revelries ended in bloodshed. The 

Spanish nobles were also very ready to quarrel 

with the German lords, and on the last day of 

L tlie year, when puux was publicly proclaimed in 

I San Petn)iuo» Alfonso d'Avalos, the protid young 

1 Marcliesc del Vasto, caught sight of a simply clad 

^|h^ > GiortUno, op. df- 
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man standing near him and pushed him violcn! 
away. He was told to his surprise tliat this was 
German prince* a brotlier of the Duke of Wilrtd 
berg, upon ivhic^h he declined to apolo^e, sayii 
that a nt>b]cman of his rank ought to know bett 
ttian to appear at court in such mean attire.* Tl 
haughty airs of these Castilian grandees and tl 
readiness of their servants to take offence constant 
led to brawls with the citizens of Bologna, whi 
tlie Gerinau landsknevhte plun<lcrcd the shops, aj 
one evening a troop of Lutheran soldiers thn 
down a statue of Pope Clement and burnt ti 
head on tJieir camp fire- But Charles V. and I 
chief captains did their utmost to restrain the 
excesses, and the Emperor himself set an e 
ample of courtesy and kindly toleration to alL £ 
simple Iiabit* and refined tastes quickly won tl 
hearts of the few Italian princes who were adniitti 
to his intimacy. Uc generally devoted the mor 
ings to private conferences with the Pope or 1 
Chancellor, but spent tlie afternoons in i-isiting ti 
oldest and most interesting eluirches in the city, ai 
examining the frescoes and paintings with u-hich th^ 
were adorned. As a rule, he took these expeditioi 
on toot, clod in bis plain suit and cap of black velw 
and attended only by a few courtiers, Sometim 
he was accompanied by the Marquis of Mantua, ai 
more often by his favourite, Alfonso d'Avalc 
Marquis del Vasto, the nephew of \' ittoria Colonnt 
dead husband. On tine days the Emperor woii 
ride out to S. Micbele iii Bosco, or other points i 
interest in the neighbourhood, and admire the, 
views from the hills round Hologna, 

1 Revmoot, i£om., p. S4& 
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At length aII the preparations for the great 
ceremony of the double Coronation were coniplete> 
and on the 22nd of February, Charles V, received 
the iron crown, which had been sent from Monza by 
order of the Duke of Milan, from the Pope's hands, 
A Flcnaish Cardinal, WUhelm Ilcnehoner. the friend 
and companion of Adnan VI., who had paid 40*000 
crowns fur his ransom in the sack of Rome, and still 
wore his Ijcard long in sign of mourning, anointed 
the monarch, and administered the communion to 
him on this occasion, while Hit Spanish Grand 
Marshal A^torgia bor« the royal sceptre, and the 
Mftnjnis of Monfcrrato presented the iron crown to 
the Pope- Tliat afternoon the Duke and Duchess 
of Urbino entered Bologna in state. Francesco 
Maria had led Uie armies of the League against the 
Emperor for several years, but as Captain-General 
of the Venetians and of the Church, he was now 
received with the highest honours. Both the 
Pope and Emperor sent their households to meet 
him, and all the illustrious visitoni a?»embled to 
greet the Duke and Duchess- No Getieral had made 
greater blunders or been more unfortunate in his 
campaigns. But on this occasion his martial air, 
and that of the captains who rode beside him, as 
well as the remarkable l>eauty of Leonom, excited 
general adniimiion. 

On tlic 28rd, the Emperor's brothcr-in*Iaw, Charles, 
Duke of Savoy, arrived, as well as the King of Hun- 
gary's ambassador, the Bishop of Trent* accompanied 
by a suite of Hungarian nobler, whose blaaing jewels 
and costumes of barbaric splendour attracted much 
attention*' 

^ Glordaoo, op* ck. 
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The Feast of St Matthias, being the Emperor's 
birthday and the anniversarj' of the victory of Pavia, 
had been chosen for the great function. The morn- 
ing broke clear and bright after a night of heavy rain, 
and all the bells in Bologna rang joyous peals from 
early dawn- One of the first to be up and stirring 
was Antonio de Leyva, who ordered his ser\'anti to 
carry him in a litter to tJie Pia2za in front of San 
Petronio, and himself superintended the disposal of 
the Italian, Spanish, and German guards who were 
to line the streets. The artillery wajs drawn up in 
the square, and the guards at tlie city gate were 
doubled. A wooden bridge was erected between the 
Palazxo and the church, hung with sky-blue draperies 
and wreathed with garlands of flowers, of myrtle and 
laurel houghs* and a double tile of tall Burgundian 
soldiers, Uie flower of tlie German aiTiiy, guarded tlib 
gallerj', along which the Pope and Emperor passed 
into San Petronio, First came the doctors of the 
Universit>% in their fur collars and gold ehoim, and 
the rector m Iiis purjile roh<^. Then the archbi^liops 
and bishops, wearing their mitres and violet copes, 
and the cardinals in scarlet, preceding the Pope, who 
was borne on the Stdia gcHtatoria^ hung willi cloth 
of gold, by the Papal grooms in red bverics. His 
Holiness wore the triple tiara* and his golden cope 
was fastened by a man^ellous jewel with a representa- 
tion of God the Father in glory, engraved by Ben- 
venuto Cellini, and containing the famous diamond 
worn by Charles the Bold at Nancy, and afterwards 
the property of Lodovico Sforza and Pope Julius II.* 

Then & mighty flourish of trumpets announced 
the coming of Cjesar. Before him came heralds 

1 B. Cellini, TWiofo, p. 50. 
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from all parts of liis vast dominions, fVom Naples 
and Sicily, Austria and Burgundy, Spain and Navarre, 
aJid ambassodon from Frantre, England, Scotland, 
Hungary, Bi^hemia, Poland. Portugal, and tlie dif- 
ferent states of Italy, Four great oflficers of state 
followed— the young Marquis of Monferrato ctad in 
scarlet velvet robes trimmed withcnninc, bore the royal 
sceptre; Piiilipf Duke of Ruvarla and Count Palatine, 
robetl in purjjle, carried the orb of the world; the Duke 
of Urbino, wearing criuison satin robes and peaked 
ermine cap, held the sword of state as Prefect of 
Rome. Last of all, the Duke oF Savoy, us Vicar of 
the Empire, clad in u nLagnifieent rolie of purple, 
embroidered with gold und silver, and glittering with 
jewels, bore the Imperial diadem on a gulden cushion. 
Alter these, escorted by a chosen suite of Spanish 
grandees and Neapolitan nobles, among whom tlie 
Grand Marshal Astorga and the Viceroy of Naples, 
Don Pedro de Toledo, were conspicuous, came the 
Emperor-elect, wearing a Howing mantle of gold 
brocade over his Imperial robc», and the ii"on crown 
of I^mbardy on his head. The procession was 
delayed for some minutes by a \iolent quaiTel for 
precedence between the Genoese and Sienesc ambas- 
sadors, who "from high words passed to blows and 
ciifi^" and just as the Kmperf>r set foot in the rhnrch, 
the wooden bridge collapsed witli a sudden crash. 
Great alarm was excited, and many of the guards 
were badly shaken and bruised, but no serious injury 
was done, and Charles presened the most complete 
presence of mind» " confident," writes Paolo Giovio, 
*' in his own good fortune." ' 
Then tlie iniposii 
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f^UboralA ritual of medieval days was fully observe 
The Emperor took the oatli of defender and protecb 
of the Church oa the Book of the GospcUr was consi 
crated hs a deacon, and received holy unction fix>] 
Cardinal Farnese at the high altar, after which tl 
Pope solemnly invested him with the Imperial ii 
siffnia, **Acctpe gludium mnctum^* were the won 
pronounced when thi,^ sword was fastened to his stdi 
** Acdpe virgam" and " Acvipc pamum^ were said J 
the sceptre and orb were delivered into his hand 
and "Acape sigimm glofiwr^ when at length ti 
golden diadem was placed upon his brow. Tl 
Emperor kissed the Pope's feet and took his seat c 
tlie ttirone, two steps lower than the Papal chai 
while the heralds proclaimed in a lotid voict 
'* Emperor of the llumaiu and Lord of the who 
world/' " Jtomanortxm Impcrator scmfKr auguHu 
muiuU iotiuJt lytwiiriux, urtihvrm Di/frunhf utrivers 
Prirtdpibus et I'ojmiijt semper x^yicramUts*' Then 
great shout arose from the assembled multitud 
"Fivat Carolus hnperatort Emiva Carlo Cesarei 
The tumult of acclamations drowned the ^und * 
the trumpets, aiid the nojjie of guns and belU to] 
the crowds a&scmbled in the streets and on the roof 
that the solemn act was eompletcd, and that a RonuJ 
Emperor had once more received the crown from tl 
hands of the Vicar of Christ, 

The newly-crowned Ca>sar received eommunie 
devoutly, and, after shaking hands with the Popi 
held the stirrup while His Holiness mounted his gre 
Barbary horse at the foot of the steps leading dow 
to the Piazza. Then Charles in his tuni niountc 
the white charger, suiK*rbly draped with pearl brocadi 
which was led up by Prince Doria and the Duk 
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of Urhino, and rode at the Pope's side under a 
baldaccliino, supported by the chief doctors and 
nobles of BologiiA. So the greut proce^ion wound 
slowly tlirough the gaily-decorated streets^ while from 
roofs, windows, and bulcuiiit^ rung tiie bumi: iiii^^hty 
cry: '* fiva Carlo r./ Imperator f*hrimUi^mus!^' 

On Im return to tlie Palace, Charles retired for a 
brief interval of sorely nee<icd rest after the fatigue 
of the long ceremony, and then sat down to the 
banquet prcpart-d in the Sola Grande. According to 
ancient eu;>tom, the Emperor sat alone at the high 
tal^c, wliilc the chief caitliiials aiul princes who had 
taken part in the ceremony were immediately below» 
and sixty other illustrious guests were entertained in 
ttie adjoining ImlL At the end of the banquet, 
Charles dnmk to the Pope's health, and Cardinal 
Ippolito del Medici, in the name of His Holiness, 
toasted the Empress and her infant son, the Prince 
of S|>ain. Afterward-s tlie Knipcror rcceivctl the con- 
gratulations of his courtierb, while his chaniherlaim 
flung gilded and coloured confetti to the crowds on 
tlie brilliantly - illuminated I^iazxa lielow. Several 
Italian princes of hi^ rank and station were, it was 
rcmarkt-d. ftl>sent from the oerenH>ny. The Duke of 
Milan was too ill to bear the fatigue ; Prince Fenante 
of Salerno was aiTrunted tliat, alUiough a kinsman of 
the Enipen)r, he Imd not been chosen to take part 
in the ceremony ; and Kederico Gonzaga excused 
himself from being present because he was making 
preparations to receive the Emperor at Mantua. 

On the 26tlu an ox was roasted on the Piazza, and 
the soldiers on duty were fea-stcd at the expense 
of the city of Bologna. On Sunday the 27th, the 
£mperor attended high mass in state at S. Giovanni 



818 BRAWLS OF SPANISH SOLDrEKS 

del Monte, and afterwards carefully exaiiiiiied Rap 
acl^s SL Cecilia ajid the (ine altar-pieec!> by Fnuu^ 
Costa, and Pcrugino, with winch this church was tli 
adorned. The same evening he invited twenty )frc 
ladies, ainonK whom ^vere Isabella d'Kste, hcrdaught 
Leonora* and Veronica Ganihara, to a dance in } 
rooms, and sent them all costly presents on tl 
foUowng morning. During the last days of cami\ 
a Mfries of brilliant fetes, niusques. cumedic?>, and bal 
were held- But tlie citizens of Bologna could i 
longer endure the daily imutts which tliey receive 
from the Si>uiiish soldiers, and Count Pcpoli, dctc 
mined to put an end to their insolence, t-ook up< 
himself to punish some of the most notorious ofFei 
dcra. A serious tumult followed, in wliich mar 
lives were lost, and Antonio de Leyva eompbuuf 
angrily to the Pope of the aflFronts offered by li 
subjects to the Imperial guards, Fortmiatcl 
Chmles intervened, and wisely ordered Uie Spani; 
troops to leave the town and encamp outside tl 
walls. 

On the 4th of March, the octave of the Coron 
tlon, the Emperor entertiuned all the princes at 
prelates at a grand banquet, and at five o'clock thi 
evening rmle out, attended by several of his chi 
guests, to meet his sister*indaw, Beatrice of PortugB 
Duchess of Savny> The arrival nf this princes 
wOiose beauty and charm made her a great favouril 
witli the Empcior, created a marked sensation. SI 
rode a white horse, draped with gold brocade, wea 
ing a robe of mulben-j-coloural satin, trimmed wil 
gold fringe, a black velvet (*ap with drooping whil 
plumes, and a pearl necklace hanging down to h< 
wcu£t, while her hair was caught up by a jewellc 
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fillet. In her train cAme eighteen fair maids-of- 
honour, riding white horses and wearing the same 
black velvet caps and white feathers, and thirty 
niutcs» with scArtct trappings, led by pages in red 
liveries- The Venetian envoys were prufouiwlly im- 
pressed both by the loveliness of the young Duchess 
and by the courtesy and gailantry of the Em- 
peror, who hini?4elf escorted his sister-in-law to her 
house- 

At the Kame time they M-eie much struck by 
the .small stature and ungainly appearance of her 
husband, Duke Charles of Savoy. "She is tall and 
very beautiful, and appears to be alwut twenty-two 
years of age ; he b small and ugly, and nearer fifty 
tlian forty." * 

The DuchftSH took up her abode in the P^IaK?^ 
Pepoli, clofiie to Isabella d^EstcV quarters, and during 
the next fortnight her rooms became the meeting- 
place of all tlie chief pcriunagcs in Itulogna. Charles 
V- paid his charming sister-in-law freciucnt visits, 
and at his request she repeatedly invited the Duke 
and Duchess of Urbino to meet him. Leonoras 
majestic beauty made a great impression on tlie 
Emperor, and he viidted her in the Palazzo Rossi 
lind held long conferences with Francesco Maria, 
whose opinion on military matters he valued highly 
in spite of his ill-success in the recent cam|iaign. 
Before leaving Bologna he offered the Duke the 
chief command of tlie Imperial armies ; but Francesco 
Maria declined the honour, saying tliat he was 
pledged to the service of the \^enetian Signory, who 
courteously told the Emperor that they were unable 
to spare him* Last of all, after dark, on the night of 
1 M. Sanuto, IMni, liit 45. 
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the 7th of Mflrch^ the Duke of Fcrmra arrived' 
BoUigiia, The Pope had reluctantly coa^eiitcd 
give him a safe^conduct, at tJie ui^cnt request of t 
Emperor, who on liis part wclcoined Alfonso irannl 
and invited him to assist that evening at the pc 
Ibrmimce of a comedy composed by a Luechese poi 
During the next fortnight Charles V, succeeded 
cfiectiug a reconciliation between the Pope and tJ 
Duk€» by which ^Ufonso was allowed to reta 
Modena and R^gio, on payment of large sums 
money boUi to the Emperor and the Church. Charl 
appears to have found Alibnso a very pleflxant coi 
panioD, and aftcr^^■A^dfi declared that the Duke 
Ferrara was the wisest and wittiest prince in ItaJ 
They often rode out togetlier, and one day Charl 
took the Duke to lisit the shop of Fra Damiai 
da Bergamo, the celebrated worker in intarsiatur 
*' Who is there?" asked the friar when the Empcr 
knocked at the door " Charles of Austria," was tl 
reply> upon which Fra Damiano opened the do 
pHHiiptly, but closed it again as quickly, on Jiccii 
tlic Emperor s companion. Charles asked him with 
smile why he refused to admit the Duke of Fefrar 
" Because," replied the artist, ** His Excellency maki 
me pay «iich exorbitant tolls on the iron car^'ing too 
M'hich 1 buy at Ferrara," Both Emperor and Dull 
greeted this reply with laughter, and when Alfon^ 
had seen Fra Damiano's work, he prumLsed to li 
him have his tools free of customs in fiiture, an 
was presented with a fine iniarsia by the j^tefi 
artist. 

After this I«iabella d'Rste had every reason to fc 
satisfied with the reimlt of the conferences at Bologni 
Her brother and nephew had made their peace witi 
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the Pope and Etiiperor. her daughter and son-in-law 
had received the highest honours from Charles V,, 
and now the Emperor was about to bestow a last and 
crowning mark of his favour upon her eldest son. 
On tlie 1 7th of March the Duchess of Savoy gave a 
briUiant fHc at tiie Pahi/^zo Pcpoli, to which Uic Mar- 
chesa Isabella, tlie Dukes of Ferrara and Miluru and 
the Duke and Duchess of Urbino were all invited. 
The Emperor was present durin^f two hours, and 
convei"sed pleasantly with some of the ladies in one 
saloon, while music and dancing went on in the 
other roomsi. Hut after his departure, the Savoyard 
courtiersj refuting the insolence of some of the 
Spanish nohles who took tilKrrtics with the Diirhesss 
lovely niaids-of-honour, drew their swords, and three 
Spaaiards were killed and seven of the Bolojfnese 
servants wounded. According to some accounts' 
IsalwIlH d'Kstc^s tadic!!i w<*re mixe<l up in thi« quiurel, 
Giordano says that no less than eighteen Spaniards 
were slain in tlic riot, and that, so much annoyed was 
the Marchesa by these scandals, tluit slie left Buh^a 
the next day/ On the other hand, Signor Uenier 
declares this to be an exaggeration, and says that the 
true caui^e of Isabella's hurried departure for Mantua, 
was the need she felt of rest and change of air after 
the fatigues of tliese prolonged fe«t]xittes> But, in 
any CAse, ^le left Bologna on tiie 21st of March, after 
taking tlie most cordial farewell of His Imperial 
Majesty, and rvceiving the Papal benediction for her- 
self and her whole family/ 

The Duke of Milan, who had also made a very 

1 Reni€r, itaiia^ p. U>. 

* GlortUno, op. cit., *nd D"A«o ta 4rck. S#,, A|>jx IL 
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favourable impression on Charles V. and 
improved his position, took his leave at tin 
time with the Duke and Duchess of Savoy 
the Duke of Ferrara hastened to Modena to 
the Emperor on his way to Mantua. 
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Ctuirle* V. at ManttiA — Th<r Marcjaic Fnkrico crciiled Duke, mid 
betrothed to the InfantA GiuJia — C4]itiire of Florence by 
Fcrmnte CSonsenga^Isftbello g^wft U> Venice — Tili*ii anploj*ed 
by the Duke to |HUiit & Ma^Alen for VlttoriA Colonnff — 
Death or Boiiiflazto, Marquis of Monferrvto — FudcHco brcnJu 
olT hU contract with Dtvniui (tjuIikj uid aika for the hsnd 
of Matui di Monrrrmlo^— D«ath of thra IVinccts — Fedcnco 
aak* for hoT sielcr Marj^heritA's hAnd^Goc* to Oi««lc for the 
wedding — Giulio Roedaho Adds new room* U> the CMtdlo — 
laabelljt itipcrinteodft their dc<^MKtifm, nod rceetvci the bride. 

On the Fea-st of the Aniiunciat-inn — the 25tli of 
March — the Emperor entered Mantua in state. He 
^va*i sumptuously clad in gold and silver brocade, and 
wurc the Nword and cap of Empire with whieh he 
had been inveMcd at Bologna. At his side rode the 
Papal legates, Cardinals Cibo and Ippolitodci Mcdiei, 
and immediately Iwhind was the Duke of Fcrrara, 
who had eseorted him on his journey from Modena, 
Federico Gonzaga rode out to receive his illustrious 
guest as far as the Porta PradcUa. accompanied by 
the Marchcsc del Vasto^ who had been at Mantua 
for some days, and all his own valiant kinsmen. 
Fifty noble youtlis, clad in while, ainl bearing long 
silver staves in their hands, carried a white satin 
baldacchino over the Emperor*s head as he rode 
through the crowded stn^ts, under a series of 
triumphal arches designed by Giulio Romano.* 

1 M.Saauto. ItU. 6a-IO». 
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The utmost ingenuity had been expended on thet 
decorations, Racli arch wa^ adorjicd with grouj 
of gods iind gfKldcwes, arul iuscrilied with Grcc 
and Latin verses- Mars and Venus, Menury an 
Pallas, saluted Cffsar in the words of \'irgil and i 
the name of Mantua. On the Piazza di San Pieti 
A colossal Victory held a erown of laurel over tfc 
Emperors head- The procession paused at th 
gates of iJic Duomo» and Charles entered tli 
church to receive the Bishop's benediction, aft* 
which he crossed the Piazza to the Castello gate 
where the Marchesa Isabella was waiting at th 
foot of the prand staircase to welcome him to th 
ancestral pahire of the Oonzagas,' 

Here Charles spent the next four weeks, enjoyin 
a brief respite from public business and State funi 
tions. He accompanied the Marquis on a series < 
hunting parties, whieh had been planned on 
splendid scale. On Stmday the 27th, &*« many i 
6000 riders joined in the sport, and 1000 guesi 
were entertained at a banquet ht Mnrmirolo, thi 
superb palace on which Giulio Romano had lavishc 
alt the treasures of his luxuriant fancy. AfU 
dinner the Emperor joined in a game of puHa, an 
slew a wild i)oar witli his own hand in the hur 
that followed. But the same day His Majest 
nearly met with a serious accident. He was pui 
suing a wounde<i stag, when his horse cjime int 
violent colIiMon with that of the yomig Cardinj 
Ippolito. Both riders were thrown to the groun< 
and Ippolito dei Medici received a severe blow 
"so that," as the Venetian, Marco Antonio Venic 
wrote, "one stag, in seeking to avoid death, almoj 

1 G. Diiliio, Crowura, In Arch, St^ App. iL p. ^3. 
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caused tlie death of an Etnperor and a Cardinal." 
Fortunately, no serious harm was dooe, and 
Charles V, expressed the greatest delight with his 
day's sport During the next fortnight he visited 
Uie palaces and viila*^ of tlic GoiizugaHr and en- 
joyed the refined luxur)' and high culture of an 
Italian court lie saw the tirasurcH of IsabdWs 
Grotta, the famous armoury in the Corte Vecchia, 
the triumphs of Mantegna in the palace of S. Seba^ 
tiano» and the wonderful frescoes of the storj' of 
Psyche, which Giulio Romano had painted in Fede- 
rico's new Palazzo del T^* But, more than any of 
these, he admired the portraits and Holy Families 
painted hy Titian, Uic great Venetiaui master, who 
was to become his chosen artist in days to come- 

It was a proud hour in lsal>eUa's life, and she 
did the honours of her son's house and entertained 
her august gue^t with all her wonted grace. But 
her proudi-st moment was on tlie 8tli of Aprils 
when, after signing the deed creating the marquisate 
of Mantua into a dudiy, by virtue of \ih Imperinl 
authority, and sealing it ^vith a gold seal, the Em^ 
peror publicly pnK'hiimed Federico Duke of Mantua 
from Uic hteps of S. Pictro, ui the presence of a 
large and enthusiastic as^tcmhly-^ On the same spot, 
a hundred years before, another Roman emperor, 
Sigismundt had proclaimed the present Duke's ank* 
cestor, Giovanni Francescu II*, first Marquis of 
Mantua. Many, indeed, had been the perils and 
troubles through which the 'Uttle State had passed* 
and great was the glory and prosperity to which 
the noble house of Gonzaga had attained. This, 
Isabella felt, was tlie crowiung triumph of her long 
> G. Dftluo, m. «!,, p. ad2. 
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life* the reward of her unwearied labours atid n 
sionate devotion to her family and country. ^| 

On the following morning, the Wtrothal of the DC 
Duke of Mantua with his cousin, the Infanta GiuJ 
of Aragon, was solemnised in the presence of Ctesi 
The Imperial Chancellor, Cardinal Gattiiiara, plac 
the ring on Uie bridogroom^s hand, and blessi 
anotlier ring, wliich tlic Diike of Fcrmra was cliarg^ 
to deliver to Uie princess. Alfon?*o took leave 
the Emperor the next morning, and on Holy Thui 
day Charles V, retired to the Convent uf S- Ben 
dctto, a few miles out of the town, and spent tl 
next three daj's in devout exercises. On Tuesdi 
in Easter week, the lOtli of Api-il, he finally U 
Mantua, and was escorted by his host as fur 
Guito, on his way to Trcnt^ The Imperial vi 
liad passed off in the most successful manner, ai 
Isabella could look back witli complete satislaeti( 
on these splendid and memorable days- Fortunate 
she did not know tliat these evcnte. in which si 
saw the fuUUtnent of her fonde*it hopes, were 
reality downward liteps in the history of Manti 
and of Italy, and that tlie Spanish mle would pro 
ere long tlie ruin of all that made life good aj 
beautiful in her eyes. Four months after Charles ^ 
left Mantua, the city of Florence surrendered 
Ferrante Gonzaf^a, who had succeeded to the cor 
maml of the Iniperijil armies on the death of tl 
Prince of Omiige, and the last bulwark of Italu 
independence was ?iwcpt away* ^M 

In May, Isabella went to Venice, and spe 
several weeks there, enjoying change of air and rc! 
After all the expenses of the fDtes at Bologna- 

1 M. SaduIo, Uii I3i 



p 



ISABELLA AT VENICE 



8S7 



Mantua^ tlie Marchesa found herself very short of 
money, and when» in June, she wished to make 
some purchases before leaving Venice, she was com- 
pelled to write in great haste to her treasurer, Paolo 
Andnenssi, hegging him tn send her 100 ducats on 
the spot Here she saw Titian, who wo^ engaged 
on several works for tlie Duke, and went to Buiogna 
at his request in July, to paint the portrait of a 
fmr lady whose bright eyes Iiad captivated the 
Em[jeixir's secretary, Covos, On Uie 19th of June 
Isabella returned to Mantua, and soon afterwards 
received a letter (ri)ra the painter, expressing his 
regret that he had been unable to pay her a fare- 
well visit before she left Venice, and saying tliat 
he had almost finished the little "travelling" pic- 
ture which she had ordered. At tJie same time, he 
b^iged the Marchesa to use her influence with the 
Duke on belialf of his son Pomponio, for whom 
he was anxious to obtain the benefice of Medol*,^ 
This request was readily granted by Federico, and 
the promise of this rich benefice proved a sensible 
consolation in the loss which Titian suflfered by the 
sudden death of his wife Cecilia. *' Messer Tiziano," 
wrote the Mantua envoy, Benedetto Agnello, on the 
4th of October, " is recovering hLs spirits, and hopes 
soon to come to Mantua.'* Whether he visited 
Mantua or not that autumn, he certainly executed 
several commi^MUOs for the Duke during the winter. 
One of these, in which Isabella took especial in- 
terest, was a Magdalen, which Federico intended as a 
gift to Vittoria Colonna. Marchesa di Pescara On the 
11th of March, the Duke wrote the following letter 
to this accomplished lady, for whom he and all his 

> Cl^^we c CarAkaacUe, TiCum, L 54S. 
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&tnily entertained so true a regard : " I hear fro 
Si^or Fabrido Maravnaldo that you desire to have 
beautiful picture of S. J^Iary Magdalen by the hand ' 
an excellent painter I sent to Veniw at Gnc*c, ar 
wrote to Titian, who is perhaps the best master no 
living, and is altogether devoted to me, beg^n^ hi 
earnestly to make a picture of this saint, as beautif 
and tearful as possible* and to let me have it directly. 
Titian, in his anxiety to gratify tliis generous patro; 
put all his other work u^ide tu begin Uie new picltir 
which was already well advanced by the 2*ind < 
Harcli, and seemed, in Agncllo's opinion, to be 
work of the highest excellcnee. On the 19Ui. I^bel 
wrote to Agnelio. saying how glad she and her sc 
were to hear that M. Tiziano had begun the Magd; 
len, adding, that the sooner it arrived* the better the 
would be pleased. Again, on the 8th of April, si 
wrote t«^ the envoy : " We hear from the Castellan 
Gian Giacomo Calandra, that the picture of tl 
Magdalen wliich Titian is painting is nearly finish© 
We are delighted to hear this, and b(^ you to Uian 
M. Tiziano for the pains and promptitude with whic 
he has served us, ultliough wc know that he ecu] 
not well do otherwise. And biuce we desii'e to ha^ 
the picture immediately, we send a courier to Veiii* 
forthwith, in order tlmt he may bring it back wil 
him. Please have the canvas carefully packed an 
covered up, so that it rjinnot suffer injur>\ with tl 
lightest material you can find, in order that he ms 
cany it with him ; and make all tlic neces^^ai 
arrangements to prevent any delay at tlte custon 
huu)>c, and that he may be allowed to bring it fri 
of charge.''- 

> Crowe e Cftvalcasellc, op. at,, I. App. 
* Gaj«f Carirggio, U. li^o. 
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The picture was ready, but hod to be kept two 
days longer to allow the varnish to dry. On the 1 4th 
of April it WBfi finally despatched \n Mantua with & 
letter ^m the painter, saying tliat he had put his 
who!c strcn^ into the work, *' If only my hand 
and hrunh/* he adds, '' had u^'rced with Uie greaUicss 
of my dream, tlie result would have satisfied me 
better ; but this, alas I has not been the case by a 
long way, and a jfrcat space still remans between 
my aspiration and my achievement. The Magdalen 
herself has promised to beg your forgiveness with 
bunds folded on her breast," ^ 

Butii Uie Duke and his muUier were, however, 
delighted with tlie picture, and Federico wrote in 
glowing terms to tliank tJie painter. 

** M. Tiziano. — I have received the picture of Uie 
Magilalon, which you have painted for us, and which 
I quite expected to be a beautiful thing, knowing 
that nothing cbc could proceed from your hand, 
because of your excellence iji painting, and all the 
more, be<-ause you were doing the work for me, whom 
1 know you like to please. But I find it far more 
perfect and beautiful Uian I ever expected^ and, truly, 
of all the pirturps which I have e\'cr seen, I do not 
remember one which seems to me more bcautifuk 
I am indeed more tlian satisfied- And Madania lUus- 
trissima, my mother, says tJte same, pronouncing it 
to be a mos-t admirable woric, and confessing that it 
is efjual to the finest pictures of the kind wliicii she has 
seen and enjoyed. And these, as you know, are very 
many. Every one who sees it says the same, and the 
best judges of painting pr&t«*e it the most. Thus I 
rccogni^ that in tJiis magnificent work you have 
1 Giije^ op. OIL, IL t^ 
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tried to express at once tJie love which you ch 
for mc and your own rare excellence The*ie 
ttuiig%» httve enabled you to produce tins uii 
parable ti^ire, which is so lieautiful that it is 
pw>!dblc to desire anjiJiing finer. 1 cannot say 
grateful I feel, and can only assure you that I i 
never forget this and all the other pleasure which 
liave given me, and shall ever reniaiik at your 
vice."' Mantua, April 1^ 1531. 

The Magdalen was forwarded, without dela; 
\'"ittoria Colonna, who expressed the warmest g 
tude for tlie priceless gift, and stmt the Diikt 
exquisitely- wrouglit casket fillet! M'ith rare pcrft 
and cnHmetic nf roses. In his letter of thi 
Federico replied that he would not fail to tell T; 
how much Vittoria admired his picture, since 
would doubtless incite htm to fteah efTorts, ar 
his art should attain a new perfection in the fill 
it would be her doing-* Isabella and all her child 
more especially Leonora and Ereoie, were de 
attached to Vittoria Colonna; but, in tliis instil 
the Duke and his motlicr had a fiirther motive 
their anxiety to gratify hci\ It was, they fell 
the utmost importance to secure the goodwill o£ 
nephew, the aU*powerful Alfonso d'Avalos, in cei 
delicate matters regarding Federico's marriage. 

Before the Emperor left Mantua the hetrotlu 
Federico with the Infanta Giulia had t>een fonr 
announced. Charles \^ promised tlic bride a dc 
of 50,000 ducats, and the maniage contract 
drawn up, to the great delight of the widowed Qi 
of Naples. In the weekly letters which Isabelli 

< Gaye, op. ciL, p. ^^^. 

* Luzio, Riv'aia Mantm^nat >- 3-8. 
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ccived from Ferrara, we find fre(juent aUusions to her 
future daughter-in-law, who now bore the title of 
Duchess of Mantua. The novelist Stabellino, writing 
to tlie Marchesa on the 22nd of May, desrnhing a 
{He given by Rente de France in the beautiful hall 
of the Schifanoia Palace, remarks: "Tlie Duchess 
daucol hand in hand with tlie daughters of the Queen 
of Naples, and Don Ercole with Madame de Soubise's 
daughter. Then Don Francesco d'E^te led out the 
Infanta Giulia, and many otlicrs followed daneing, 
and talking sww^ly of love," The usual minute? 
particulars of the princesss drcHs and appearance 
follow.' Dut greatly as Isabella desired her ^on*s 
inarriagL*, she dues nut apfiear to have felt much 
satisfaction with Uie bride whom the Emperor had 
chosen* The Infanta was considerably over thirty 
years of age, and the Marchesa may well have felt 
some misgivings with regard to tlie marriage, 
especially wliile the Dukes mislrcss, Isabella Bos- 
clictti, still retained her old empire over him. 

Suddenly an unexpected event altered tlie whole 
aspect of affairs, The young Marquis of Monferrato, 
who had so lately played an important part in the 
imperial Coronation, was killed by a fait from his 
horse when he was out hunting, one day in June. 
He was succeeded by his uncle. Bishop Giovanni 
Giorgio, an elderly and infirm prince, who was in 
deacon's orders. Since he liad never married, and 
was Ukely to remain chiUUess, his elder nieee, Maria 
Paleologa, the very princess who had formerly been 
affianced to Federico Gonzaga, now became heiress 
to tlie rich principality of Monferrato. Both Isabella 
d'Este and the widoM^ed Marchesa of Sionferrato had 
1 FoQUntt, ^€1^ d4 frmtXf f. 144, 
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always wishwi for this marriaj^, ami now the 
bimsdf was equally anxious to obtain the hand of 1 
biidc whom he h»d once rejected. He lost no ti 
in renewing his suit, and sent envoys to the Kmpe 
and the Pope bogging to l>e released from his i 
gagement to the Infanta, on the ground of a pre\i< 
eontract, and the srmples which he felt with regard 
marriage with a first cousin. A conference was h 
at Mantua, in which the chief lawyers and ccclcsiasi 
of tlie Slate unaiiinioujily gave tlieir opinion iu favt 
of the validity of the first contract, and tlie DuS 
subjects presented him with a petition, beg>{ing h 
to repudiate the Infanta and many Maria Paleolp 
who, being younger, would be more likely to b 
him an heir. In the midst of these negotiations 1 
pour young princess Maria died aft<;r a few dfl 
illness on the 25th of September 15S0. The Dl 
at once proclaimed a geneml mourning for hisui 
and promptly asked the Marchesa di Monferrato 
the hand of her only sur\'inng daughter^ Margheri 
This princess, who had just entered her twenti^ 
year, now found herself courted by the most exall 
personages. The Emperor pressed the suit of t 
Count Palatine, the King of France tried to sect 
the hand of the heiress for his second son, while t 
Man^iit^a di Monfcrrato Iierself was anxious to mai 
her daughter to the Duke of Milan, But as usi 
the Gonzogos triumphed, und Isabella had her wi 
The Pope wa:s induced to anniU the contract wi 
the Infanta in March 1581, and although Charles 
still tried to persuade Kcdcrico to fulfil his pledj 
and take Giuliu of Aiagon for his bride* he at leng 
recognised further opposition to he useless, and gs 
his consent to the Duke s marriage with JMargli 
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Paleologa, On the 26tJi of July the contract was 
fuinlty sigtie<) at (Tasati?, and <H)iigratulaUons Howed in 
from all sidefi. 

Bernardo Ta.sso composed an Epithalamium in 
honour of the happy event, Vittoria Culonna strut 
the most «)rdial good wishes, with two of her latest 
sonnets from the island of Iscliin, and Paolo Gio\io 
wTote from Rome that this illustrious lady was so 
genuinely attached to the Duke, that she could not 
wish her own Marchese del Vasto greater joy and 
good fortune.^ 

Titian received a letter from Federico himself 
informing him of his marria^, and wrote on the 
81st of July, to conjfratulale liis noble patron in the 
wannest terms; " My dear Lord,— I cannot express, 
cit-hc-T hy words or writing, how great was my 
delight on reeeiWng the letter which you were so 
kind and gnu!ious as to send me, and which con- 
firmed and explained what I had already heard of 
Vour Excellency's most happy marriage. This news 
has filled me with the most unbounded joy, so that 
I can liardly contain myself. And I pray that 
our l-ord God may keep you, and give you all 
prosperit}', and fiilfil all your desires for intinite 
years to come-'* * The Uukc in his letter informed 
Titian that the benefice of Medola and its revenues 
had been formally granted to his son, a foct which 
added not a little to the painter's satisfaction. 

This time Federico was determined that no 
unnecessary delay shvuld hinder his marriage, and 
he prevailed on tiie Marchcsa di ftfonferrato to 
allow the wedding to tiikc place early in October. 

I Lnjdo in lihista Manlctam, L 5-41. 
* Crowe e CairakucUe, rifum, i App^ 
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Barly in the last week of September* he se 
from Mantua, with a brilliant suite, which inc 
his kinsnieD, the ambassador Francesco Goi 
lAbate Lodovico, and his younger son, Gjanfrai 
Cajfiiino, the Count of Caiazzo, who had man 
daughter of Pint) Gonzaga. and his favourite, ( 
Nicola Maffei, as well as tlte papal legate an< 
penal ambassador. The party travelled by 
to l*a^'ia, where they spent Sunday night ii 
bishops palace, and were met by two envoys 
Casalc, On Monday morning, after hearing 
the Duke went out on a hunting expedition 
Count Maximilian Stampa, and spent the 
jit Vigevano with his cousin, the Duke of B 
"This illustrious Duke,** wrote the secretary 
sent I»ibclla a full account of her son's we* 
journey, "rode out with all his court to mee 
Signer^ and receis'ed him in tlie most kind 
honounil)le marmer. Indeed, as long as we 
in the dominions of the Lord Duke, we wen 
CGcdingty well treated, and could not have 
more royally entertained."^ Francesco now 
nounced his intciitiun uf accompanying his o 
to Casale for the wedding, and on Tuesday, 
another hunting expedition, the two princes 
companied by the redouljtable Antonio de 1 
and twenty^five Milanese nobles, reached Cj 
The old Marquis of Monferrato received the I 
groom outside the city gates, and Federico en 
the towu on horseback between his host and 
Duke of Milan, attended by an escort of a tboi 
men- As soon as he reached the Castello, he 
conducted into tJie presence of the March* 
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was ill in bed, "And so great was the crowd/' 
Writes tlie Waiitiian secretary, " at the doors of her 
heclrooin, that I, who had gone in with my Signor, 
found it quite impossible to fjct out agsun.** A 
magnificent suite of apartments, the first bung 
witli gold brocade and green velvet, tlic second 
with silver broc^adc, tan-coIourcd velvet and tur- 
quoise satin, and the third with gold and silver 
brocade, had been prepared for the Duke of 
Mantua, close to the Princess Margherita's rooms, 
Federico, however, insisted that his cousin, the 
Duke of Milan, must occupy tliese apartments, 
and the door which led into the bride's chamber 
wa5 hjistily sealed up. But Francesco, not to be 
outdone in courtesy, quite refuswi to occupy tlic 
bridegroom*!) roonts, dcc*Iarin^ tliat he hod come to 
the wedding uninvited, simply out of affection for 
his cousin. 

The wedding took place that same evening in 
tlie Marchesu'^ bedroom. Antonio de Ley^'a M'as 
carried in by his sen'ants, and quickly followed 
by tlie bridegroom, who had changed his riding 
lioot^s and dusty travelling dress for a splendid suit 
of gold brocade. Fcderico was supported by the 
Duke of Milan and attended by a*i many of the 
nobles and courtiers as the little room could hold. 
Ah soon AS the Marchcsa saw him she held out her 
arms, and with tears in her eyes embraced him- 
" Vour Excellency," wrote Isabellas correspondent, 
" niay imagine how tenderiy she kissed him." Then 
the bride entered, clad in white satin embroidered 
with silver, witli a higli collar and sleeves sown with 
pcarU, a jewelled girdle round her waist, and a white 
^tin cap studded with diamonds. The Bishop of 
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Vcirdli spoke a few words, and tlie nois<^| 
great that only tliose who »ttood n«ar him 
hear a word, '* So my lonl wedded her with 
rejoicing, and when everj'^ one had done kissir 
Lady Duchess's hand, we all went to Kuppcr. 
this Madama herself left her bed to accon 
the bridal pair to their rooms, and gave thei 
ble^ising with such loving words that all who 
her wept for ghidnps*^ (Jod grant that they 
both enjoy the happiness which we Itope am 
sire for tltem, siuce tlic bride is beautiful, gra 
kind, wise, and virtuous, and I am quite certain 
Your Excellency will be delighted with her. 
morning the Magnifieo Fnuit^esco (Tunzaf^ 
the bride my lord's gift of jewels . . - and t 
there is a festa in the Ca^itello, and all tl»e i 
of Cosale are coming. As soon as he was di 
this morning, my !onl went to sec Madama 
trissima, and again after dinner and before st 
and they are all t^ gay. And I only re] 
adds the secretary, " that I cannot Iwrttcr tell 
Excellency the things of whicli it is my duj 
inform you."' 

Meanwhile Isabella once more administered 
State in her son's absence, and superintt 
the final preparations for his bride's rece] 
Throughout the summer Giulio Romano and » 
of builders, artiste, and decorators luul lx*en wo 
at the Castello, where the Duke had decide 
take up his abode. A new suite of rooms, k 
as the Falazzina, was built for the use ol 
Duchess, to the right of the drawbridge leadii 
the Ponte S. Giorgio. These apartments wc 

< M. Suiulo, c^. <^, )>. 41, 
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uected Willi IsobcUiiS uld ruoitis near the Caincrs 
degli Sposi by a corridor, and ihe roof was adorned 
with a terraced gardai and open loggia overlooking 
the lake- On the 7th of October, IppoUto Calandra 
wrote to tell the Duke of a visit which his motlier 
had paid to the new building, and of the great 
satisfaction which slie hml expressed. " Yesterday 
Miidama iUnstrimnm came to the Castello, and 
wished to see everything. She was much pleased, 
and went out on the new terrace, which delighted 
her as much as po!v^iblc, and stayed there for more 
thnn an hour, expressing the greatest admiration 
for the magnificent view, * If in my time/ she 
exclaimed, 'there had ever been such a fine terrace, 
I should never have complained of having had 
to live in the Castello I ' Her Excellency visited 
the garden and loggietta, whicli she praised greatly 
as a tiling excellently contrived and admirably de- 
signed. She then wished to go down into the 
room<>, but had not courage to descend by the 
wooden steps, although a railing had been put up 
fur protection, ^^ Isabella and Muduimn rnula went 
douii with the maidens, and Isabella aften^'ards told 
Mndjuna exactly how the rooms M'crc arranged. All 
this pleased her exceedinglyt and she said that Voiu* 
Excellency could not have made a better or more 
convenient addition to the Castello." A few days 
aftenv'ards, Ippolito wrote to tell the Duke that 
Uie Marcheba had visited tJie new rooms again, to 
an^ange the hangings and furniture, and had in- 
spected the rooms prepared for the Duchesses ladies, 
and tlie new court looking over the bridge. " Once 
more she expressed the greatest satisfaction, and 
laughed as she said to me : * Ah ! Ippolito. if in my 
VOL. II- y 
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time I nnd my ladies haH ever enjoyed such lodging 
as these, we should indeed have iliought ourselves 
lurtuimte ! ' " ^ 

On recei\ing his moUier s report, Federico wrote 
fiom Casale, frying tliat a covered passage must be 
made from the oM Studio to the new rooms, as he 
objected to the wooden staircase, and further ordered 
a Hionc Hight of steps to be constructed leading up 
to the terrace and lianging gardens on the roof. By 
Giulio Romano's advice, tlie walls of the new rooim 
were not painted, but only enamelled in white and 
adorned with pictures, while the doors and mantd- 
pieces were hung mth Spanish leather. •* By this 
means/* wrote the master, '*the roonw will be reufy 
when Your Excellency arrives, and Her Highness 
tlie Duchess can enjoy them thi-* winter, Inrcau^ ihey 
really look very well, and when the fine season comes 
they can be painted,'*" Messer Giulio and Isabella 
devoted great pains to tlie choice of tlie pictures with 
which the new rooms were to be hung. On the 14th. 
Giulio wrote that the wiitdow;* were all tilled with 
glass and the paintings hung on tlie walls iti tine 
gilded frames, A fortnight later, Ippolito Calandra 
sent his lonl a list of the masterpieces which had 
been selected, with Madama's help, to adorn the 
new hall or Camera delle Anne, as it was called 
from the armorial bearings of Francesco and Isa- 
bella, and of Federico and his wifc, which were 
painted on the walls. 

" The pictures in this haD," writes the chamberlain 
in a memorable passage,' " are Me&ser Giulio s poi 

1 & Dftvuri, Arch. Sl Lomb., 1895. 
> Gijc, Carieggio, H. 3S8. 
* Pungileonif Ehgic di Eaffa^U, p. IS9 \ Laski, Ar^ rf, 4rit^ 
I IS], 
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of Your Excellency, timt of Tope Leo by Haphael, 
which was ^vcri you by His Holiness Clement 
VII., the portrait of Your Excellency by Messer 
Tii^inno, and the one which Raphael of Urbino 
painied in Rome of Y'^our Excellency, as well im 
IhttL picture, which was given you by a Venetian, of 
a Lady and her child, and was so much praiiied by 
Messer Giutio, and tlie splendid St. Jerome in oils 
that was painted in Flanders and bought by Y''our 
Excellency- All tlie pic^tures are in ^Ided frames 
and look very beautiful. In the Camerino of the 
Duchess we might perhaps have six pictures — Man* 
tegna's Cnsto in Srurio^ Mcsscr Ttzianu's St. Jerome, 
M> Giulio's Santo Catcrina, and the Leonardo da 
Vinci that was given you by Conte Nicola- These 
would make a fine show in the room." 

These few lines have been frequently quoted^ and 
throw conKiderable light on the famous pictures that 
were in the Gonzaga collection during Isabellas life- 
time. The portrait of PojKr Leo X. and his two 
Cardinals had, as we have already said, been pre- 
sented to Federico Gonzaga by Pope Clement VII. 
in 1525, and wa^^ not the original by Raphael, but a 
copy by Andrea del Sarto.' The portrait of Federico 
in armour, by Titian, was the noble work which the 
Venetian master had painted in the spring of 1580* 
and which excited the admiration of Cliarles V. 
more than any otlier picture that he saw at 
Mantua, Unfortumitely Unh portrait, which, in 
X'^asari^ words, ** seemed the life itself,' * and 
which was valued at 150 ducats in tlie inventory 
L of 1G27, disappeared in the &aek of Mantua, and 
I was not among the works of art sold to Chaties I* 
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Next to this masterpiece, Cakndra mentions 
precious little portmit of Federioo as a boy, paii 
by RapliacI iu llome, wliicli, as we have aheady s 
had been recovered by Castiglione a few years 
fore,* The St. Jerome by Titian was sent to 
Duke from Venice in March 1581; while of 
Leonardo given him by Count Nicola Maflei we 1 
no certain knowledge, and can only suppose it t* 
the drawing of "a Woman's IIead» with dishev< 
hair" {.scapigliata)^ wliich is the only work by 
masters hand mentioned in the inventory of li 
Lastly, in the portrait of the Lady and her child, b; 
unknown Venetian artist^ which won Giulio Ttonia 
pniisc, we may recognise a picture whicli has I 
sometimes supposed to represent Isabella d'Este ! 
self and her son, chiefly bctrausc the lady wears 
turban-shaped hcad-dress which the Maixlte^ 
introduced, and which had become fashionable I 
in Milan and V^enice. One example of this port 
is in the Gallery of the Hermitage, Another i 
M. Ludwig Munds collection in London, while ol 
replicas are to be found in Italian galleries. ' 
work is certainly of \'cnctian origin, but lias no cl 
to represent the Marchesa, althougli theorif^nal h 
for many years in the ducal palace at Mantua, f 
The preparations for the bride s entry were ano1 
subject which occupied both Isabella and Me 
Giulios thoughts. Federico Imd given orders 1 
the decorations and festivities should be planned 
a lavisli scale, and a voluntarj" tax to defray tl 
expenses was levieil under the name of the Du 
wedding-gift. This, ho%i'ever. excited a good < 
of grumbling among his loyal subjects, and Cas 

« VoLii. j6i. 
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Uones mother, Lui^a Gonzaf^ was one of those 
who excused tiieni-selve> from payment. Isabella, as 
usual, entered keenly into the discussion of every 
deUuL. "Madama," wrote Giulio Romano to the 
Duke, "is of opinion that a ^p^icious covered bridge 
shouki be erected ft'om the Ponte S. Giorgio to Uie 
Castello." He, on his part, proposed that a per- 
manent Hight of steps should be erected, leading from 
the shores of the lake, where the bride was to land, to 
A portico where AlaJama and her ladies would receive 
her. The walls of this portico might be painted 
white* and huag with festoons of verdure and blue 
draperies, witii some embroi(]eries. so as to look well 
for the day^ without entailing any great expense, and 
a triumphal arch, as finely panelled and painted as 
those lately erected in honour of the Emperor's \"isit 
might be raised <m the side facing the Castello, 
*' Here,'' he writes, "there would be plenty of room 
for MaUaiua and all tltc gentle ladies uf Mantua, and 
if it rains, or thunders and lightens, they would l>e 
under shelter, and there could be large and fine 
windows lo<>king out on the Like, so tliat they might 
be able to see tlie arrival of the inuch-de^red saiK 
Here all the clmriots can be in wailing, and. im- 
mediately after the bride's reception, the ladies can 
drive without delay across the Viazzato the Duomo/*' 
But before this plan could he carried out, a terrible 
inundation, such as had not been knowTi for many 
years in Lombardy, suspended all festive prepara- 
tions and created a genei-al panic. A week of heavy 
rains set in at the dose of Octolier, Hie Pn, which 
WAS unusually low for the time of year, suddenly 
rose several feet and dooded the whole country 
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between Govemolo and Mantua. The MtnJ 
the Oglio broke their bounds ; Sacohetta and Be 
forte were submerged, and many villages and he 
were destroyed. The injury to pmpcrty was iintxu 
and Mantua itself was in great peril for some t 
** And still the rain rnntinues,*' wrntP Iiene<3 
Agnello to the Doge of Venice, " and still had t 
comes in from all sides. The upper course of all 
rivers, we hear, is swollen, and not only have sei 
touTis been flooded, but many buildings have I 
destroyed, which makes me think that God in 
anger has allowed thi-s to happen for the chasti-sen 
of our sin*j," In this cmcrgt^n^y l!;al>ella showed 
usmd courage and presence of mind. She summc 
the chief officials, apjiointcd special commis^-qoi 
and gave the necessary orders for the rcpaji 
the dykes and the preservation of the t 
** Madama i/JujUruunma,*' wrote j\gneUo, "as 1 
Sublimity can imagine, has been in the gret 
distress in the world, at the sight of the 
rtble ealanai^ which has so suddenly befallen 
state. More than all, she is grieved to hear of 
damage which you and the gentlemen of Ve 
liave suflered by the bursting of the dykes of 
Po at Sacchetta, and has taken every possible 
caution to prevent the extension of the miscl 
An infinite number of men are working day 
night to repair the dykes at this point, and if i 
in mortal power to prevent further hami) Your j 
liniity may be certain tliat it will be done, 
God and I'ate have willed this* and it is not in 
hands to resist them/' ^ 

By degrees the floods abated, and the don 
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WAS as far as possible repaired. But the entry of the 
Duke and his bride was put off, and did not take 
place until the 1 6th of November The Duchess 
had been seriously unwell, and tlie ceremony of 
her reception wa^i con^^Jderabty curtailed in eon- 
sequence/ The Duke of Milan, who had been 
invited to aKust at the festivities, remained at 
Vigevano, and Isabella alone, surroimded by her 
faitliful subjects, welcomed Fedcricos bride to the 
splendid home where her coming had been long and 
anxiously expected* 

A M. S»QUU>, Irl ISS, 
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IsabclU tkt Venice — Dcatb of Marghcrita CAntclmn. — MatHai 
FcfTanta Gotifiigiii^Duohfiss MArf;henta PaleologA — -Ai 
mad Bcm^rdo Touto send the ^farehevi tbeir poem* — Vti 
the RmpcTor Chju-lc* V. to Mnotu^t — MarrUge «tui dot 
the MarquiM at Munferrttto — His State vioexed ta MahI 
Birth of a fioo to Duke Fcdcrico— TitUo p«iats Itahi 
portrait Ircini the original by Fraiicia. ^M 

Thk marriage of her eldest son was Uie last occas 
on which Isabella took any active part in pii 
afiairs. Her vigorous frame beg&n to sliow sj 
of decay, and :ihc became slowly conscious 
advancing age. In August IMl, she made her w 
and in the following spring, besides taking her m 
trip to Venice, visited the baths of Albano for the g^ 
of her health. On the 22nd of May, the March 
lost one of her oldest friends. Margherita, the wi<j 
of Sigismondo Canlelmo, Duke of Sora, who 1 
spent the last years of her life at Mantua. 1 
lady bequeathed a coasiderable fortune to Isabc 
begging her to found a convent of canonei 
for the help of poor ladies of rank, and to erec 
monument in memory of Sigismondo and his sons 
the church of S. Maria della Presentaaone.* Bi 
of Margheritn's las-t wishes were faithfully can 
out» and the imposing tomb of the Cantelmi^ 

' Lurioe Eenier, Maniavo,p^ SSS. 
■ D'Arco, Notizie d'habelia, p. SSh 
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was executed from Giulio Romanos designs in I5^i, 
is still pieserved in a chapel of S. Aiidrea. These 
two objects naturally absorl)ed the greater part of 
the fortune which Isabella inherited from her dead 
friend, and she was jus-tly annoyed when her son 
Fcrrante wrote to beg for an advance of money, 
on Uie strength of this large legacy. *' If I did 
not sec," she replied, "tlrnt you e\idently share 
the popular fallacy that Signora CantelnWs bequest 
has greatly enriched me. I should be extremely 
surprised at your boldness in daring to ask me 
for 8O0O ducats. You know that it lias never 
been my hubit to hoard money, although certainly, 
if repuil spuke true, 1 should have no diiliculty in 
satistying you I"' Ferrante had always been the 
most extravagant of Isabellas sons, and the most 
unscrupulous in his demands upon his mother's 
purse. But, he had lately married the wealthy 
heire^ Isabella of Capua and had bought the prin- 
cipuhty of Ouastatlu, to Uie south of Mantua, from 
tlic Turelli faiiiilyt so tluit Isabella felt justiiied iu 
resisting hLs importututies on this occasion, 

B<>th her sons* marriages, however, turned out 
happily, and Isal>c!la became foT>dly attached to 
her daughter*in**law, Maigherita Pateologa- This 
gentle and nrtuous princess, without possessing any 
remarkable talents or making herself in any way con- 
spicuous, soon w^an the love of her husljiand and sub* 
jecLs. In the first years of her married life the young 
Ouche^s suflere<l from tlie insolence and hatred of 
Isabella lk>scliettj, who still retained, in a measure, her 
hold upon Federico. IJut licfore long this old intrigue 
ended in a tragic mamie]\ It was reported in Mantua 
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that the Duke s mother-in-law, the Marchess A 
indignant at the slights which her daughter rccc 
had tried to poison Fedcrico's mistrcss. Upon 
her husband, Francesco Gonzaga, entered in 
conspiracy against the Duke, and was betrayjd 
put to deatli at Ferrara,^ fl 

In the autumn of 1531, the Marchesa went 
to Venice, and wliile she was staying there ho 
friend Ariosto sent her a copy of the ttiird editi< 
his Orlando Furioso^ When her son Ferrante 
bom, in 1507, the poet had read her ivome cantos 
his unpublished poem, and when the epic was 
printed, in 1516, he came to Mantua in person 
offered her the first copy. Now he gave her this 
edition, contaijiing the famous lines which 
added ui tier praise : — 

"D'opere iHustre e <Ji bei itudi amic* 
Cb'io non so brn kc piil IrgguutrA c bcllA, 
Mi dcbbn dire, o pul saggia c pii<tlcA, 
Libcrale e mAjiciUQiiru ]&«beUa. 




Per I'avvenir no che cin-scuru cir^ggia, 
n nome tuo, ria di i^ub]imc inge^o 
E sJa bclU, gcntJl, cortcsc c »aggiA, 
£ di vera cnestftdc amvl al segno \ 
Oodc mnterift &gll scrUtori caggis 
Di cclebr'ire i\ tmuic iticlllo e dogao> 
Talch^ PaTDiuo, Pmdo ct EUcone, 
Sempre Issbella, IftAbclU HauotiA."' 

The Marchesa replied on the I6th of Co 
in the following cordial terms ; " Your bool 
Orlando FuriosOy wliich you liavc sent me, is 
welcome in all respects, and most of all, imic^j 

1 G. B. Tntra In Arch. Sl Lomh., 1BS7. 
* Cfintoi xui. 59 And ikix. S6, 
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tell me, you have newly revised and enlarged it I 
shall no doubt find new pleasure and delight in 
reading the poem. I thank 3'ou, more than 1 can 
express, for your kind aUusions to me, and you may 
be quite sure that I shall always be ready to serve 
you, whenever an occasion presents itself, because 
of the grent affection and admiration which 1 have 
always felt for your rare talents, which are indeed 
deserving of the highest favour. So, from my heart, 
I place myself wholly at your disiwsal.'' ' 

fsahelta was as good ns her word, and when, a 
fortnight later, Charles V. again visited Alantua, 
Ariosto wa3 invited to meet him, and presented His 
Cwsarom Majesty with a ctipy of his Orlando. Seven 
months later, the great poet died, on the Gth of July 
1538, and Girolamo da Sestola inibrmcd the Marchcsa 
of his death. ''Yesterday, at seven o'clock in the 
evening, our Messer Lodovico Ariosto died. He is 
certainly a very great loss. May God receive lum I"' 
Isabella replied a week later in a warm letter, full of 
rt^jrct and affection. " All Fcrrara/* sIk! writesi, 
"must weep for him, since we have lost in him not 
only a gentleman who was full of goodness, but one 
whose rare and excellent talenbi made him the greatest 
ornament of our country," 

Another old friend, Bernardo Tasso, the author 
of the Am(tJi/p\ sent Isabella a copy of his poems, 
entitled // IJ6ro dcgti Amori, on the 5th of Decem- 
ber isai, with the following graceful epistle: "I 
should care Uttle for the small praise or blame these 
verses may bring me, were they not submitted to the 
judgment of Your Excellency, which is [lerfcct in 

' D'Aroo, op. ci*., p, 3S4, 
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these matters, as in many other honourable th 
If tJiey are fortunate enough to deserve your p 
they will be far more dear and preciouii to tne 
they now are. I beg Your Excellency to ac 
them, and, when you hare a spare hour, take t 
up tn yoitr liand, and, as you read my poor re 
gently exeu-se my follies, rememl>ering that 1 
childhfM^] I have been Your Excellency's sen 
and shall ever remain so, as my aatinn<; will 
witness, if a Uttlc more time on earth is allowed 
And so I commend mywlf humbly to Your E: 
lency, praying that you may enjoy a long and hi 
life-"* 

Isabella, M'ho had become inUmate with Toss 
her frequent visits to Ferrara, greatly appreciated 
attentions, as the following letter shows ; — ^ 

'* Dearest Friend, — I have received and ^ 
read the greater part of yom- love-songs in the vu 
tongue, which you kindly scut ine, and I think £ 
so well chosen and gracefully expressed that i 
elegance not only demands my praise, but com 
me to thank you for the pleasure and delight w! 
your noble present has afforded me. I send you infl 
thanks, and repeat that nothing could have ^ver 
more pleasure or filled mc with greater desire to I 
you. I only await an occasion of showing you i 
warm is the love 1 bear you, and place myself at ] 
disposal with my whole heart/* 

Bernardo was afteru'ards appointed Govemc 
Ostiglia by Isabella'^ grandson, Duke Guglielm< 
1563, and died at Mantua six years later in the i 
of his greater son, Toi-quato Tasso,' 

In November 1532, Charles V. once more cro 

^ D'Arco, op. alt p. $2S. * Luxio, op. dk 
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the Alps, and entci'ed Mantua on the 7th, bringing 
with him a great truin of Buignndian giiarris, bag- 
gaget horses, and sporting dogs. His pleasant and 
affable manners made a great impression on the 
Venetian envoys. He went out hunting or rode 
out every day incognilo with the Duke, and walked 
about the town, unattended by hi^ guards and fre- 
quently unrecognised. Often people were puzzled how 
to distinguish him from Alfonso d^Avalos, who was 
generally at his side and wore the same S)Kuiish suit 
of black velvet embroidered with gold* until Charles, 
hearing thera ask, " WTiich is he?** would raise his 
cap with a smile. Ferrante and his cousin* Lujgi 
Goiuaga of Bor^furte, were the Emperor's constant 
companions, and talked and kiighed A\ith him in the 
most familiar way ; but tJie Venetians noticed that 
he always spoke of war and politics with the Duke of 
Urbino, and only discussed hunting and other amuse- 
ments with Federico, This time the Duke resolved 
to give a series of theatrical performances in the 
Ca?>tello, and asked his mother to allow her suite of 
rooms on the ground fioor of the Corte Vecchia to be 
fitted up as a stage,' The preparations were on a 
grand scale, and cost iSlesser Giulio and Calandra 
no small amount of trouble- At Federieo s request^ 
Titian sent him a skillful and " very pleasing artist," 
called Vinccnzo of Brescia, who painted a large 
canva^f with villages and houses and an Rmperor 
on horseback attended by guards on .Arab steeds, 
which was suspended from the roof by gold silk 
cords.* Messer Giulio. ** although little versed in 
such matters, also di^iplayed rare skill and ingenuity," 
» M. Sanuio, Diarii, IvJL MT, Ac 
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and painted, we are told, the most beautiful 
spcctivcs and scenery. "Never," exclaims V 
*'wcrc tnBM]ucradc:4 so splendid^ or costumes so v 
as those which this master designed for the j< 
pageants, and toumaoients that were held on 
occasion, and which the Emperor Charles an 
present beheld with amazement"' H 

Tlie maguificcnt paintings in the new haB 
the CastcUo, and above all Titian's portrait oi 
Duke, made a ^tiU deeper iniprc^stun upon the 
loving monarch, who repeatedly declared tha 
should like this master to paint his own port 
Upon which Federico sent an express messengi 
Venice, liegging Titian to come to Mantua at ( 
and witli a touch of his motliert; practical n« 
added a postscript desiring the painter to bring s 
fresh supplies uF fish with him. Titian, howi 
was unable to leave Venioe, and agreed to join 
Emperor at Bologna, where he was to meet the 1 
in December, On St. Andrews Day, a sol 
mass wa^ held in 5. Andrea, at which tlie Duke 
Fcrrara, Urbino, I\Iilan, and Mantua were all prcj 
aud the Marchtr^e del Vasto was invested with 
Order uf tiie Golden Fleece, On Uie 5th, a ball 
held in the Castello, and the Marctiesa IsabcLU 
at the Emperor s table, her daughter-ui-law bein 
delicate health and unable to appear. When ' 
had finished supper, Charles took his hostess by 
hand and led her to tlie tables where the o 
guests sat, and himself waited on tbcro in tbc i 
gallant fastiioti in tlie world. A final hunting p 
had been fixed to take place at Gonzaga, but 

I nu. ^%. V. 535. 

» p. Arctino, L<U<re^ i. «7. 
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stopped by a hcavj' fall of snow, and the Duke 
ordered sleighs to be prepared after the German 
fashion. But news came of the Popes arrival at 
Bologna, and Charles could not tarrj' any longer, 
'^AU the ladies*" says the Venetian, "were looking 
forward to this new amasement with delight, and 
cursed the Pope for disturbing thrir pleasures," ' To- 
wards the middle of the month, Charles started on 
his journey, escorted by Uie Dukes of MantiiH, Fcr- 
rara, and Milan, and proceeded to Bologna, stopping 
on the way at Borgofortc, Gonzaga. and Correggto, 
where he was the guest of Verouiea Gambara, 

Before leading Italy, the Emperor arranged a 
marriage l>etween Donna Giulia of Aragon, the Duke 
of Mantua's rejected bride, and Giovanni Giorgio^ 
Uie infirm old Marquis of Monferrato, Tlie mar- 
riage WHS celebrated wth great pomp at Ferrara 
in ApriU and on the 21st, the bride entered Cas&le 
in state. But the poor old bridegroom was so ill 
that he could not leave his room, and died eight 
days afterwards. The Infanta returned to her 
mother at Fernira. and the male Unc of the Paleo- 
loglii came tu an end. Tlie Duke of Slautua now 
claimed Monferrato by right of his wife, the only 
survinng child of the Marquis Giiglielmo, and m 
spite of the opposition of tlie Marquis of Saluzzo and 
of the Duke of Savoy, finally attained his object. In 
15S6, an imperial decree was issued by whicJi Federico 
and his heirs obtained the title of Marquis of Blon-* 
ferrato, and Uiis rich pro\ince was annexed to ftlantua. 

On the l»th of March 1588, Duchess Margherita 
gave birth to a son and hctr, who received the name 
of Francesco and was held at tlie font by his grand* 
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mother, Isabella d'Este- The long-desired eveni 
celebnited by public rejoicings which Insled 1 
days, and the riotous youth of Mantua gave vei 
their exultation by making; a huge lx)nfire, in m 
the doun> of Uie shups, the scats uf tlie Pulaz^ 
Giustizia, witli the documents which they conta 
and c\cn the chairs of the Uuorao, were all 
suraed.* 

In this sonie month of March 1588, Isa 
addre&sed a letter to a certain Messcr (viovanni Ti 
who was scerctarj' to Alfonso d'Avalos, Marches 
A'usto. This powerful favourite had twice vi 
Mantua with his imperial master, and had foi 
a close friendship H-jth the L)ukc« who enipl 
Titian to paint the well-known ^roup of D*Ai 
and his family. This fine work was long one of 
ornaments of the ducal collection, and after the 
of Charles the First s pictures, passed into the h 
of Louis XIV. It now eanjc to the March 
knowledge tluit Del VasUf had expressed a wis 
acquire her own picture of Ihe Magdalen for 
aunt, Vittoria Colonna. In her anxiety to ol 
her son's influential friend, IsaMbi promptly scnl 
picture in question, with the followuig note, to M' 
Tucca :— || 

'* Some time ago, I saw a IcLler wbicti 
wrote to my friend, Count Nicola MafTci, in w 
you mentioned tluit the ilhistrious Signer Marc 
del Va.sto wished to have my picture of S, 
Magdalen, that he might give it to the Sig 
Morchesa d\ Pesoara. Since there i* nothing in 
world that I would not give His Excellency, I 
tlie greatest i^ti^ifaction on hearing of Lbi^i his dc 
^ M. SitnutOj op» nf. 
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and would have sent him the picture at once ; but 
as I wished to keep a replica of the vrork, it was 
necessary to wait until the painter was able to copy 
it Now it is finished^ and I .send the picture 
to you by the bearer, praying you to present it 
to the Signer MarehcM; in my riame, saying how 
much I wi^h it were even belter tlian it is although 
if it pleases the I-^Hdy Man;hesa, it cannot fait to be 
very beautiful And pray assure him — what, indeed, 
he knows already — that an>lhLng ebe which I possess 
is at his service." ' 

In parting with her choicest picture* to gratify 
the Emperors favourites, Isabella was only following 
the exjimple of her brother Alfonso, who allowed 
the Imperial secretary, Covos, to choose several of 
the finest Titians at Ferrara, inchiding his own por- 
trait and that of his son Ercole, But it would be 
intcrf^sting to know who was the painter of the 
Magdalen which passed into the hands of Vittoria 
Colonna. This accomplished lady hml already, as we 
know, one Magdalen of surpassing beauty, painted by 
Titian at the Duke of Mantua's request, and it is 
doubtful if she wished for another. On the other 
liand. a copy of a Magdalen hy Titian is mentioned 
in the inventorj- of 1627, and the relations of this 
manter with the Gonzaga^ were so frequent that 
Vittorias picture was probably his work, and may 
have been copied from tiie smalt tnivelling-piece 
which he painted for tJie Marchesa in 1530. 

There is no doubt that Titian executed another 

commis^on for Isabella about this time. This was the 

fine portrait of herself now in the Imperial Gallery 

at Vicuna. Tins picture, which represents the Mar* 

> LiuiO ia RiwitUi Mmiovtma, L 19- 
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chesji in the full bloom of her beauty, although i1 
pAinicd in l^no, when she was already over sixty 
alwsys been a puzzle to critics aud historiaas. 
Dew documents from the Archivio Gonzaga hare 
recently brought to light by Dr. Luzio, which 
plain the enigma, and make the whole case cl 
Titian had already, tks wn have seet}, painted a 
trait of Isabella at the age of fifty-five^ when 
fare and figure had lost thdr youthful grace, 
the Duke, who vra.H fondly attached to his mo 
naturally wished to have a picture of the Marc 
Bs she appeared in the flower of her age* by 
hand of his favourite master. Then Isabellfi 
memhered the portrait by Francia which had 
cited fK> much admiration when it was paintei 
1511, and which, to her great rcgret> »hc had g 
to Gianfrancesco Zantnclb. At her request, 
brotlier of the Ferrarese collector, into whose hi 
Francia's portrait had passed after Gianirance 
death, lent Titian the precious picture, which 
great ma-ster promised to copy as soon as poss 
The negotiation was effected by means of on 
IiiabcUaS constant correspondents at Fcrrara, 
humanist Stabcllino, who generally signs hie 
"Apollo" or " Dcmogorgon " in his letters, 
the 8rd of March 1584, this writer addressed 
folIowinjT letter to her from the Schifanoia [la 
where he was staying with Duchess ReD<^. beg, 
for the return of the portrait : — 

'* Dear and most honotirod Lady^ — ^About t 
or four months ago. Your Excellency desired 
I should ask Zaninello, the brother of the 
Giovanni Francesco Zaninello, for your 

1 Luiio iu Eriiporium, IQOO^ pu 432, 
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r order tliat T mtf^ht sen^l it to you nt Mantua, with 
the promise that it Bhould be returned to him in 
About a month s time. I asked him for the picture, 
and be gave it me glndly, and I sent it to Your 
I Highness. But the portrait has never been returned. 
Zaninelio has asked me several times alxiut this, and 
has be^ed me earnestly to write and ask you to send 
his picture back, if j'ou have no objection, since he 
wibhc^ to keep it for your sake, and in remembrance 
of the devoted attachment wliich he has long borne 
and still bears you.— Your ser^'Wit, Ai-ollu." 

On receiving this note» Isabella wrote oil' at once 
to Benedetto Agnello : — 

"Since the lender of our portrait which Messcr 
Titinn had to copy l>egs earnestly that it may be 
ruturncd, wc desire you to recover the picture, and 
Send it to us by a discreet anil trusty person, packed 
in such a manner tliat it may not run any risk of being 
injured/ Mantua, March 6» 1534. 

But Titian, it is plain, had not yet begun the 
portrait which he was to paint from hVancia's «m- 
ginal, and two whole years passed before tlie vork 
was finished. On the Slh of May 1586, when the 
Emperor was m Italy again, and Uic Uukc of 
Mantua went to meet him at Asti, Isalxtlla once 
more renewed her ofl-repeated entreaty, an(] begged 
Agnello to ssk Titian to return the l>orrowcd portrait 
The ambassadoriKTotc in reply from Venice: "Titian 
i^ not here; he sljuted for Mantua some days figo, 
and followed the Duke to court, intending to return 
with him to Mantua, where Your Excellency will 
see him before 1 do, and can speak to him yourself 
about Zaninetlo's portrait, and order him to return it 
as soon as he reaches home.** 
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On tbe 29t)i of >Iuy, IsAbelhi wroU; Lu 
ledge the receipt of Titian's portr&iti wbicti ligd 
Iragth reached her: — ^ 

"Our portrait by the hand of Titian pleases 
so much that we doubt if we wpre ever as beaut 
as tliis, even at the age at which he has represen 
us. Wc have been thinking of making some ret 
to Titian for the trouble which he ha^ had, but b 
decided to wait until he sends back Zaninello's j 
trait, which you will beg him to restore, in order t 
it may be given back to those gentlemen who h 
been expecting it so impatiently, and, it must 
owned, with good reason." ^ fl 

Tlus second portrait of Isabella by Titian ^ 
also copied by Feler Paul Rubciis when he was 
Mantua in tJie early years of the seventeenth ccnti 
and his replica was engraved by Vorsterman, wb 
print bears the inscription: IsabeUa Estcnm, Fr 
dsci GonzagtE, Maixh. Mantaixr^ y-j:or, E, 7W 
protoiypo, P, P. Rubens ex. The engraving agi 
exactly with the portrait by Titian, which came 
Vienna in the Arcliduke I^copolds collection^ i 
there can be no doubt that this handsome and ricl 
dressed young princess is Isabella d'£ste> as she ^ 
when Francia painted her twenty-five years befi 
The features bear a marked likeness to those of 
daughter Leonora ; the blue eyes remind us t 
Isabella had found fault with the Botogna ma: 
for not making her eyes dark enough, and 
wavy hair retains the golden hue whidt Equicola i 
Trissino compare to the radiant locks of Petrar 
I-aiira- On her head we see the favourite jewel 
cap, while the old pattern of interlaced lir 
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signed for her by Niccolo da Corrcggio and I^con- 
ank> long ago, is rtrpcatcd in the gold and silver 
embroidery of the pale blue sleeves. A black velvet 
canmra or pelisse, trimmed with ermine, is thrown 
over her shoulders ; a white muslin chemisette and 
frills set off the dazzling fairness of her skin, and pearl 
earrings and u pearl brooch in her head-dress are her 
only onmmcnLs, This portrait, admirably painted as 
it K» naturally lacks the life and character of Leon- 
ardo's drawing, and Is without the force that distin- 
guishes Rubens"s copy of the earlier Titian. We feel 
that the beautiful >Iarchesa herself never sat for this 
pirture, and thut first Frttneia, and after him Titian, 
worked from another artist s de^gn, M^e admire the 
grace and elegance of Uabclla's attire, and are able 
to form some idea of her features, but we miss the 
keen intelligence and .simrkling vivacity that were 
the most iitriking marks of her vivid and brilliant 
personality. 
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Rd&Ui>u cf lAftbclU «Hth Femn— SUheUlno'i letten — Da 
B«n^ And her cbiM Aitiui d'Kati?— t>eflth of Hake Alfoi 
lubelU's trip to the Luke of Ganla-^Hrr farourito dwa 
Th« ^vfrnmrfiit r>f Solnroto — hoonan o/ Vrhtnn — H«i 
Guklobaldo'ft niAniAji^rt^MuiufikCliire of cBibroUlrrei) «tnfl 
eapt &1 Mantua — lftabcll«'a Bu^olJra diiiMrr 9ervk«»^PUl 
the Musco Corrcr duid BritiUi Muteuca— ^^rdinal Goi 
sends liia mother & medal of Aristotle— Her itttcrcxt in 
denlng— The K^f^^^ns at Porto — ^Trtssino htf^ the help oi 
^rdener at hU villa of Criooli ^M 

The strong family alfection wtiich was so strikk 
feature in Isabellas character Ijccame deepened 
intcnsificci in her declining years. Nothing h n 
remarkable than the warmth and coust^icy i 
which she clung to her old hovne and IHcnd^ 
Feirani, in these last days. She ittill paid freqt 
vi*iits to her brother's court, and received w© 
letters from Girolamo da Scstola, while the w 
novelist Sta)>cllino kept her fully infonned 
everything that happened at Ferrara. Now 1 
Duke Alfonso had at length recovered Modena 
Rcggio, a new era of peace and pm.sperity set 
and tlie coui't resumed its old gaiety, SLabcUi 
letters abound in descriptions of the f^tes that ■% 
held at the Schifanoia, and of the costumes worn 
Duchess Ren^ and her ladies. Isabella, as us 
was anxious to hear every detail^ and the nav^ 
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did hxn boiit to sftiisfy ber curiosity. He tuUs her 
how one evening the Duehess entertained the ladies 
of the coxirt at the Schifanoia, and appeared in a 
blue satin robe with a high collar in the French 
&shion, but with sleeves slaslied to " show the white 
chemisette, Kuch as our ladies wear/* a gold fillet* 
little hUck velvet cap with a white feather on her 
head. Six of her ladies wore black satin, and 
six were robed in crimson* wth the »amc velvet 
capi and gold fillets, while the Queen of Najdes's 
daughters were clad in Italian fashion with low-cut 
bodices and b«re necks- A week afterwards Renee 
appeared in the park at BelHore* wearing a black 
satin robe in the French style, but a gold cup of 
Mantuan cut, wliich, not being a French fashion* 
greatly exercised the tongues of her guests, although 
Stabellino remarks : " It is said she wore this cap to 
hide her ears, or perhaps from fear of cold/' ' A few 
months later he reiK>rt^ that Madame de Soubise has, 
it is plain, persuaded the Duehess to give up the 
Portuguese fashion then in vogue in Italy, and return 
to the French style of dress, " ^Vll our ladies," he 
addh, " arc on the tip-toe of expectation to ^v^ wliat 
fsshions she adopts, and are ready to follow her." 
Unfortunately the influence of Madame de SoulHse 
extended to other matters besides dress» and became 
the cause of serious troubles, which ended in her dis- 
grace and return to France But, as long as Duke 
Alfonso lived, Ren^ remained comparatively tnuiquiU 
and in November 1538, ilie birtli of a 5on, who re- 
ceived his grandfather's name, and had Pope Clement 
V 1 1, for his sponsor, was the cause of great rejoicings. 
Two yeais before this, the Duchess had given birth 



to A daughter, who was christened Anna, after 
grandmother, Anne de Rreta^c\ and was said to 
A striking resemhlfince to her great-aunt, Isabella 

On the 24th of January 1532, that kindlj* 
go&Nip, Scstola, wrote to Isabella: '*As our £ 
Duchess rode to-day in her litter, to see the tou 
ment at the Schifanoia, she called me to walk by 
side, and asked me what I thought of her b 
who is indeed a beautiful child- She told nie 
ourSignor had said that she was a little like 1 
Excellency when you were a child. I replied th 
thought so too, and that I had seen a portrait of'\ 
Signoria at Mantua which certainly resembled 
Uttlc girL The Duchess immediately tokl me to v 
to Your Excellency, and beg you to send her 
portrait, whidi is one that I saw in the house o 
lirogTuiy when we went to see her hahe cbristej 
The portrait is one of Your Highness as a child, 
remember right, wearing a garhind or wreath on 3 
brow, with a clasp in tiie centre of the forehead, 
think that you must have given the picture to Broi 
because you showed it to me when we were at 
house* Will Your Excellency kindly ask Bni 
for the portrait, and let me hare it ? and when 
Ducheu has seen it, I promise to send it back sal 
The Duchess never lets the baby gu out of her hij 
and she is certainly a very fine child."' 

Isabella sent the portrait by the next couriei 
Ferrara, with the following note: " I send my ] 
trait to gratiiy the Duchess, and think this must 
the one you mean, because it was taken when I 
about three years old. Vou wiU be able to ju 
if it bears any resemblance to Her ExccUcc 
1 Lwrio In Emporiwti^ 1900, pL Si5. 
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little daughter, and if. please God, she is at all like 
mc in the Duke's opinioa, I shoM be greatly de- 
lighted. I have given another portrait, which was 
taken after my marriage, to the court painter here, 
to be restored, and will send it to yon as soon as this 
IS done, hut should be glad to have l>oth of them 
back again. Commend me to the Duchess/' 

On the 8th of February* Cirolamo ^vrotc to say 
thai botli titc pcjrtraits had reached hun safely. " I 
took them at once to the Duchess, who was more 
delighted with them than I can say, and w*e went 
to look at the child directly. Certainly, my dear 
lady, the portrait of you is very like her — from the 
nose downwards, her face is exactly your own. Every 
one who ha» seen your portrait saj-s that it bears tlie 
stix>Dgest reseuiblanee to lite child, and so Her Ex- 
cellency has begged to be allowed to keep it for this 
carnival-" ' 

Before the portnuts were returned, the Duke 
ordered tliem both to be copied, so that some likeness 
of the Marchesa should remain at Ferrara, and that 
he should keep these recollections of his ^sLstcr before 
his eyes. Isabella was higlily gratified, and took 
especial interest in this little Anna dEste, who 
was, one day, to become the wife of Duke Francis 
of Guise, and hand down the yellow locks of Lucreria 
Borgia and the charm of the Este princesses to the 
heirs of the house of Lorraine, 

In May 1584, Alfonso d'Este went to Milan for 
the wedding of his nephew Francesco Sforza, accom- 
panied by his favourite master Titian, who, on this 
occasion, painted portraits of the bridegroom and of 
his youthful bride, the Emperors niece, Christina of 
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Denmark, In tlic following autumn, Duke Alfonso 
died very suddenly, on the 81st of October 1581, only 
three months after his enemy. Pope Clement VIL 
But the loss of this brother, to whom Isabella had 
been so tenderly attached from her earliest childhood, 
made no difference in the ties which bound her to 
Ferrara, The Marchesa's relations with his children 
remained fu; intimate ns before, and when in the 
winter of 1530 Renee was ill, and sutterin^ after the 
birth of her second daughter Lucrczia, Duke Ercole 
wrote to his aunt, hej^ng ber to sjK'nd carnival at 
Ferrara, and amuse his sick wife. Isabella gladly 
responded to his appeal, and on the 80th of January, 
wrote to tell the Marquis FedCTico of her safe arrival 
at Ferrara. "To-day I arrived here half-an-hotv 
after nightfitll, and was received by the Archbi&hop 
[her nephew Ippolito] four miles from Ferrara, 
and found the Duke and manv nobles and ladies 
awaiting me on the banks of the river They 
escorted me with lighted torches to my lodgings 
in the Corte Veechia of the Castello, oppasite 
the Church of San Donienico. Soon afler^'ard^ I 
visited the Duchess who bus had a touch of fever, 
but nothing very serious, and tlicn went into the hall 
to see the dancing begin.** A few days later she 
wrote again, and spoke of enjoir-ing the company of 
the Duke and Duchess, and of a supper given by 
Ercole in the new rooms of the palace* *' which was 
followed by a concert of varied and excellent music^ 
and afterwards by dancing till bed-time.'** 

Isabella, it is evident, bad lost uuue of her powers 
of enjojnnent with advancing age, and the high 
spirits and keen interest with wliicti slit entered into 
^ Fontana, op^ dL 
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the amusements of the joun^r generation, made 
her prescDce wclcofne. Her love of travel was still 
as f^reat as ever In the spring of 15^5, she took 
another expedition, aecompaincd by her favourite 
ladies and t-ourtiers, to the shores of the Lago di 
Gaida,^ and one^ more visited Semiionr and Sal6> 
and all the lovely Riviera where she and Klisa* 
bctta of Urhino had spent that happy spring-time 
iung igo. Od this occasion her pet dwarf, Mor- 
gantino, was one of the party, and his tricks and 
pleasantries delighted the people who Uved on 
the shores of the lake Sometimes the peasants 
crowned him with flowcni and Iwivc*, and he danced 
moresixia on the shores of the lake, or joined in the 
dances of the country folk, to their great delight. 
One day as he drove from Cavriana on the box of 
the Marchesas coacli, a violent storm of rain came 
on, and if Morgaiitino had not promptly taken re- 
fuge inside the carriage he must have been drownedt 
remarked one of the party, " like a fine chickt-n ! * 

This Morgantino was a very &votiritc dwarf, 
who acconipanic<l the Marchcsa to Uomc in 15!£7» 
and charmed Cardinal Pisiuii so much at Venice in 
1580, that Isabella allowed this reverend prelate to 
keep him for several weeks. He and Delia may 
have been the Nanlno and Nanina to whom we find 
frequent allusions in the Marchesa's letleis at tliis 
period of licr life, and who became the parents of 
a race of pet dwarfs. Nanina was sent to Uotogna 
when Isabella was there for the Emperors corona- 
tion, and two years afterwards, tlic Marchesa ottered 
Duchess Renee one of her children, who bmic fair 
to be as small as herself. " Four years ago/' she 
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wrote to one of Renee's ladies, ** I promised Mad 
Ren<^ to give her the first girl who was bora to 
dwarfs* As she knows, th^ pultirtu is now two y 
old, Atid will uo doubt remain a dwarf, although 
hardiy gives hopes of being as tiny as my I>i 
She Is now able to walk alone and without a gu 
if the Duchess wshes to have her/* Another "i 
Namrm" was sent by the Marchesa to Fern 
Gonzflgn's wife in Octntier 1538. »nd the yo 
princess wrote a gmteful letter to her mothci 
law^ saying that the dwarf was tlie sweetest 
gentlest creature in the worlds and afforded 
infinite amusement"* 

In these Ust years Isabellas travels were chi 
limited to Ferrara and \^cnice, and only occasion 
extended to her Uttle fief of Solarolo. The &^t 
iettern which she adclres-sed to the governor 
magistrates of thi^ favouix^i town are stilt preser 
in the Archivio Gonzaga,* and are said to 
models of wise and far-sighted administrat 
While she did not shrink from r^resdng riot . 
disorder sternly, she insisted on the most scnipul 
regard for justice, and neglected nothing wl 
could promote tlic welfare of her subjects. A 
Isabella's death the Uttle principality passed to 
younger grandson, Luigi Gonzaga, who inlierj 
the Duchy of Nevers through his wife, ao^g 
Solarolo in 1574 to Pope Gregory XIIL* fl 

Isabella's affection for her daughter Leonora 
never been as great and absorbing as that which 
cherished for her sons, and after the death of 

1 LuEloe Kenierin Kamta Anioiagia, I8p], p. 134, 
» Ueio in An:h, St. ijomh., IJK)!, |x 146, 
* LltU, FwmgUe, vol iit lav, 55. 
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Duchess Elisabetta, misunderstandings often arose 
between IVderieo Goiizaga and his hrolher-in-law, 
which made a division between the two families. 
But in her la:>t ycar^ Tsahclla became more closely 
drawn towards Ijconora, and lier heart yearned over 
this daughter who had left home so young, and had 
known so much trouble- After her return from 
Rome in 1527, when Leonora was taking the baths of 
Albano^ Isabella spoke very aflTeetionately of her to a 
Doiiiinicnn friar, who reported the conversation to 
the Duchess, "The other day»" he wrote, "Madama, 
your Illustrious Mother and my honoured mistress, 
spoke of Your Excellency and of ail the miseries 
and ill-health which you have endured, and ex* 
pressed the greatest distress and anxiety on your 
aecouut. Twice over Her Exctllcncy repeated 
these words : * The poor child has really been cruelly 
tormented by fortune 1 She ho^ really never had 
any happiness ; I cmly wonder s\\e has not died of 
grief I' And she repeated these words* as if she 
herself shared your sufTcrings, so that I can tell 
Your Excellency I felt quite consoled, and could 
see that ?ihe spoke from the bottom of her heart 
I have always known her kind and Io\ing to Vour 
Excellency, but now I sec how much deep ofTectiou 
and sympathy she feels for you. ... So Your Ex- 
cellency must take courage, and together with the 
benefit which you derive from the waters and your 
prayers, this good news may help to give you long 
and happy days,"* 

In 1538, Leonora spent the spring months at 
Mantua, and gave birth to a son named Giulio, 
who entered the Church, and aftcru'ards became a 

1 Lonae Henier, 3fi»toiaj i>. SSI. 




866 COSTUIHES AND FASHIONS 

Cardituit. hi Uie following year her eldt 
Gu](lol>aldo, the boywbo bad received his first less* 
in \'irgil at Im gnuidniotbers kiice, was married 
Giulia Varttiia, tlie heiress of Cainerina Isabc 
had always been on friendly temis with thi*i fami 
and kept up an actire correspondence mtl\ i 
Duc)k:ss of Canicrino, who was related to the hoi 
of £ste. The bride's trousseau, on tliis occasion^ n 
cliiefly made at I^Ii^ntua, under the personal sup 
\'ision oF the Marchesa, who wrote to tell the Duchi 
that the embroideries were all Id haiid, and shoi 
he finished hs soon a.s possible, " I quite hope^" s 
adds, " that tlicy may be as beautiful and perfect oi 
should wTshf since, as Your Hif^hncss knows, tht 
are, in this city, persons of f^al skill and knowled 
in this branch of art," * Thus, even in her old aj 
Isabella maintained her reputation for elejjancc ft 
line taste, and foreign queens and princesses s4 
lookrd \o Iier as the glass of feshion. The Ffgd 
Queen warmly appreciated a gilt of a dozen pal 
of j^ovcs which Isabella sent her one Cluistuu 
and the gold-eiiibroidetvd cai>s or scuffioiii whfi 
were nrmde &x)m her patterns at Alantua, beeat 
famous throughout Italy. When Lucrezia Hoi>! 
first married she begged for one of these caps, m 
when in later years Duke Alfonso was grouping hal 
Bartolonieo ZUiolo asked Isabella to send him son 
very beautiful caps, elegantly worked in gold as 
silver, which he had seen at Mantua, and receivi 
live of the best specimens which the Warchesa cou 
lay bands on, by express.* Again, in 1518, wc fii 
lUphael and Castiglione's friend the historian, Andr 

^ Luxki In Xugta Antoti^gia, ISfKx 
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Navagero, thanking Equicola for the gold saiffiotfo 
which he hits wnt his innnmorafa^ «mt wliich Uiis 
fur lady wears with all the more pleasure because it 
is made after a new fashion which has not yet been 
seen in \'enice. In those days when the Court of 
the Gonzagos had gained a world-wide celebrity, a 
baiid of Mantuan erabroidercTS emigrated to London, 
and settled at the Court of Henry VIH., where 
they found speedy employment. 

The word *' Mantua-maker" is said to owe its 
origin to thasc Italian emigrants, and it was tlie fame 
of Isabella d'Este that inspired Leigh Hunt's well- 
known lines : 

" Mftnlu* of cv^ry «g« tikc long r«»own. 
Thai now i VirgO giv'ct, And now % gown F" 

Another artistic manufacture which Isabella 
patnmi-sird throughout her life, and on which she 
left her marie, wui tlie mujoUea of Urbino. Many 
comnu5:aoiui for this beautiful ware were given by 
her to tlie wurkert uf Ca^lelduraate and Pesaro. 
In 152:^ Alfomo dEste sent an artist named 
Antonio da Faenza, who was working for him at 
Fcrrara, to lits .sister at Muulua» wiUi several tine 
dishes and plates of hts manufacture. " If you vi'ish 
for similar works of e<]ual beauty," wrote tlie Duka, 
"you liavc only to give your orders to Maestro 
Antoniot wlio will not fail to satisfy you."' And 
in I5<K>. when Calandra niote to order a dirmer 
service, or credenza^ Hcenardi, the poet who fre- 
quently corresponded u-ith the Marchesji, replied: 
" I have lieen to Urbino, where I saw many ad* 
miraUe pieces of majolica, painted witli landscapes, 

1 BertolotU In Arek. 8L Lomb^, twL SS2: 
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IWbles, and stories of surpasfiuij^ beauty, 
quired about tlic service which you ordcrec 
is impossible to give any idea of the price w 
knowing the quality and quantity of the 
required. But they tell me that one of the 
diiiihes would be about two and a half ducat 
the smallur ones a ducat, or a ducat atid i 
each. Bowbi aud round dishes are three o 
ducats a-piece, according to the style of woi^ 
ship, which varies considerably in excellence." * 
Many pieces of the niagnificcnl dinner s< 
which once belonged to Isabella are still in 
ence, and n;ay be seen in public and | 
collections. There are seventeen platen i 
Coner Museum at Venice* bearing the Est 
Gonuiga arms, and painted Mith gracefiil n 
loffical figures — Apollo playing the viol, and Oi 
charming the ^\'i)d beasts with his magic sor 
which Morelli recognised the hand of Rai 
master, Timoteo Viti. Another plate, painted 
Isabella's favourite device of oiusicul nvtct 
rests, may be seen in the Bologna Museum; 
several richly -coloured dislies are in the 1 
Museum. The last-named pieces all l>car the 
and GoTizaga arms, suppfirtfd by winged boyi 
the motto A^er Jtpe nee metu. Two of the Ij 
dishes are decorated with groups of Apollo si 
the Pj^hon, and Daphne turning into thdf 
bush as the Sun-god lays his hand upon her.' 
the finest of all is the scxydeUa or bowl ij 
Alphonse de Rothschild's collection in Paris, ^ 
M* Jacqueraart has called the masterpiece of I 

' Canapori, \oluir, tct., p, 1 1 1. 

* LcrmoUcff, GaOtrie tu B€H%n, p. «J9f 
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majolica,^ Here the ground is blue, and the IVfarchesa's 
«mm, induding the fleur-de-Iys w)it<*li the Knte were 
privileged to wear, are bbizoned in colours on a 
shield, supported by putii, while below a troop of 
winged boys are represented, with banners in their 
hands^ and a scroll inscribed with the words, Xiv 
spe nee meitu Both for elegance of shape and 
quality of paste, as well as for the grace of the 
painted figures and charm of the whole decoration. 
thiK centre-piece, which once adorned Isabella's 
dinner-tablc, remain?* unsurpassed. All of these ex- 
quisite specimens are now recognised to be tlic work 
of Nicolo I*cIlii>ario of Cnsteldurante, who lived at 
Urbino Ixrtwecn 1520 and 1530, and many of them 
still bear the monogram of this fine artist, whose 
rare merit our ^larchesa wa^ quick to di<»eover itnd 
turn to good acoount. 

Dut fbnd as Isabella was of fine majolica and 
rich stuffs, of el^ijant costume*i and delicate em- 
broideries, the love of anti<|ues remained her ruling 
passiorL Of all her contenifxiraries none was more 
fully dominated by that ** foolish nwidness" to which 
Ziian Francesco Vnlier referred, when he sent her 
an antique mnrble head which had just arrived from 
Rhodes, aiul wa^ greatly admired in Venice, although 
he fears it may seem a rile thing among the trcftsures 
of the IJrotta, Isaliella thanked her Venetian friend 
in rapturous tenns, which made him say that if tl>e 
head had l>ccn made of diamonds and rubies, slic 
could not liftvc expressed mon." gratitude- 

Her delight was still greater when, in August, 
1A30, Cnrdiiial Ereolc, the one of her sons who 
inherited the most of his mother's scholarly tastes, 

1 OAitUe d, B. Arf4, %i%. 507. 
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sent her a cart: of a portrait-medal of Amtotle v 
had lately l>ccn discovered in Rome- Pompon. 
old pupil apprtrciatcd tlie worth of this rare tro 
to the fuU, and felt sure that his mother n 
understand the deep interest which he felt in 
tenipUting the features of the great philosopher. 
Most illustrious Lady, and dearest Mothi 
Since a x'ery ancient medal bearing tlic hea 
jVristotlc has lately been found here, a numbi 
ca-^tH and iiuprewoik<i have hecu taken frou 
After a great deal of trouble I have at le 
succeeded in obtaining one of these, which I 
send to Your Excellency, so that as it is in: 
sible to obtain the medal itself* wltich is no to 
here, you may at least have a ea^ that shows the 
of t]ii?i divine man. And certainly, if ever 
re^ente of u uiedul was suitable and appropriat 
Is this figure of the Goddess of Nature, concer 
whoni -flristotle reasoned so well that he seti 
to penetrate to the very marrow of her bonei 
shall be pleased if this cast satisfies Your Excelle 
whose hands I kiss humbly, knowing that the J 
of my hnnd'writing will show you that I an 
good IicalUi, in spite of the excessive beaU" * 
Rome, August 17. X^ati. _ 

To the lasl this wonderful ivoman retained 
ovemiastering love of beauty, alike in art or nai 
which had di^itinguished hor frcmi ejirly youth, 
spring lovebness of the shores of Carda and tho 
waters of that sunny lake still excited her enthus 
as keenly as of old, and she was never tired of 
proving and adorning the gardens of Porto. 
thcM: lust years of her life she spent much 

> B«rtolotU, Ar^tti, &c 
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this favourite retreat, which was so closely connected 
with her hitppiest days. Here was the Casino which 
Biogio Ro?^setti, the Fermrese architect, had reared 
on the pattern of the sunniier-hou^ in her mother'^i 
garden* and the Bosohetto which «he had plojtted in 
the year her father died. Here wa^ the *»umptuous 
marble fountain, with its reHefs and statues, desig!ic<l 
by the I^ombard sculptor who had wrought Beatrices 
tomb, and the log^a where Castiglionc loved to 
linger on summer evenings, and the gieen hiwns 
and quiet places which soothed the sorrows of the 
good Dominican scliolar who was torn away from 
his beloved books. Here, too, was the shady grove 
of plane trees on the banks of the rushing stream, 
where HandcUo loved to sit on Uic fine ^hort grix^ 
telling his storic?i to princes and humanists, while 
Isabella and her ladies rested in the hot noontide. 
Here were the s^ylvflii arbours nnd Arcadian haunts 
sung by Xiccolo Libumio, the parish priest of S, 
Fosca ill \'euicc, who dedicated his piistonJ poems 
to the Blarchesa. *• I sing the praises of the de- 
licious gardens of l*orto, green with perpetual ver- 
dure, musical with the voice of waters glowing with 
luscious fniits and sweetest flowers."^ They were 
dead and gone, those brilliant guests whose gay 
voices once wukc the echoes of the rocks and tilled 
the wootlland glades with music and laughter. But 
tlie flowers wliich the Venetiaui poet had sung, the mre 
plants and choice exoticrs which Isabella had collected 
with so much pains and expense, were stilt the pride 
of t!ic gardens. The grass was still as green and 
the sound of tlie running wat<?rs fell as pleasantly 
on the cor, as in tlie days when Elisabetta Gooziiga 
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And Emilia Pis walked faood-in-htuid together , 
the trees. 

The Mardiesa herself took great interest in^ 
practical side of ganlcriing, and was careful to ; 
that the fruit-trees were pruned and the box t 
yew hedges clipped at the proper season. She of 
sent her gardener to see the finest gardens in Veni 
and occasionally allowed him, as a great favour^ 
give advice to her friends. In April* 1537, the < 
humanist^ Trissino, wrote to tell Isabella of 1 
neglected state in which he found his garden at Cric 
— " A villa," he explained, " no farther from A'icer 
than Poilo is from Slantna'' — and begged that I 
gardener might be allowed to come there for two 
three dayii and teach him how to trim his br 
trees and give hini advice " as to many other thin 
which tlic garden needs sadly,^ The March* 
graciously complied with her old friends reque 
and sent the gardener to Cricoli with the followii 
note : " Dearest and MagniJicent Friend. — My natui 
wish to oblige you renders me prompt to satisfy yo 
prayer for a visiit from my gardener. I send him 
you to-day, only liegging that, as soon as he has do 
what is necessary to your trees, you will send hi 
back at once, because my place at Porto is in grc 
need of him just now. Let me know if I can i 
an>'thing else to help you." April 4. 1537, ^ 
At the end of six days the gardener retiuiieff 
Porto, hearing with him the following note firo 
Trissino : *' Most Illustrious and £?&cellent Lady,- 
The coming of Your Extellencys gardener h 
proved of the greatest value to me, espeeially 
the weather has been ver)- rainy of late. His advi 
has been of great use to my garden, which has ba 
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put into thorough order by the man whom he 
brought here. For this I render you infinite thanks, 
because the greater tlie need, the mure grateful and 
agreeable to mc his visit has been. I know not what 
to give or offer you in return for your kindness iji 
sending him so promptly; but since myself and aJl 
that 1 possess have long been placet! at Your Ex- 
cellency s ser\ice» I con only repeat that I hold 
myself ever at your disposal. I send back the 
gardener forthwith, so that your garden <if Porto 
may no longer be put to inconvenience," ' 
^^ > B. MonoUn, G. G. Trwato. 
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fini of Lw>noni, Dttohdm of t^rbtno U> Mnntnt — ^TltlAB ♦ p*M 
of tli«? Duke and D4chcii«^I)c«th of Prukcnoo Marli 
Francesco Sforrn. Diikc of Milan — Of Luip Rodomont 
AntnnU del Balw>— Visit of Pictro Bcmbo — Tlie collc-cU 
the GrolU — Paintings snd UhTnij of luUrlU d'Este — Vl 
ColoniiA — Lust visit of iHibclk d'Rste to Femm — Hcfl 
for hrr ^rumldkililreii — Duke Ercole lends her hi« p^li 
Venice — Ht-r kst illnesg and death — Her tomb in S. Fru 
destroyed by the French — Dcatli of Duke Federioo- 
Mantuan collections sold and the CaateUo sacked'-^^ChK 
of Isabella d'Kttc. 

Is May, 1537, Leonora^ Duchess of Urbhio m 
unexpectedly at Mantua, to the great satisfactic 
Isabella, who wrote on the SOth to tell her son, 
rante, that he alone of all her children was at 
from tills family meeting, "The news which I I 
to give you of myself to-day is that for the presc 
am quite well> and all the happier because I have 
uue\peL-ted delight of enjoying the prc^ncc not 
of Monsignore Reverendissimo (her son, Cardinal 
cole), but of oiu dear Duchess of Urbino, who an 
here three days ago, and from what she says hei 
as well as from her appearance^ seems to be Ie 
best of health/' M 

Leonora came from Venice, where her husbmS 
just Iktcji appointed Captain-General of the cornb 
armies of the Emperor, the Pope, the Signoria, 
was to lead tlie forces of the League against 
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Turks. Here the Duke and Duchess both sat to 
Titian for tlic noble portmits which may be seen 
to-day in the Uffixi, and which Pietro Aretino cele- 
brated in two somiets addressed to Vittoria Coloniia- 
Both painting are iruisterpieces of their kind, and the 
olive tones of Francesco Maria's face, his martial air 
and gleaming armour form a fine eontrast to his 
wife's refined grace and rich brocades. Here at least 
tlierc i^ nu ultcnnpt to hide the ravage:^ which time 
and trouble had wrought on Leonora's once lovely 
face. The charms and graces of youth are gone, and 
the Duchess, we arc reminded, is already a grand- 
ra<ither and a matron of seven • and - forty years. 
Within a year Uie was a widow, for on the 22nd of 
October, 1588, Francesco Maria died very suddenly 
at Pesaro* 

Death, which had already carried off most of 
Isabella's contemporaries, was now busy with the 
younger generation. On All Souls Day, 1585, 
only a year and a half after his marriage, her nephew 
Francesco, Duke of Milan, died and Uie grave closed 
over the lost prince of the great house of Sforza, 
Nearer home, among the Gonzaga princes, there 
had of tate been many deaths. The venerable 
Antonia del Bairo had already lost two of her 
sons, the brave Federioo da Bozxolo and Pirro, 
who, with his wife, Camilla Bentivoglio, had long 
held a brilliant court at Gazznolo. A madder and 
more uncxpc<-*tcd blow was the death of the gallant 
Luigi Rudoniunte, who died at Vieovaro in Decem- 
ber, 1592, of a wound received in fighting against 
the Orsini, leaving one child of a year oW. This 
little boy, the sole issue of his fatliers romantic 
marriage, bore his grandfather's name of Vespasiano, 
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tt Ferram. That Lent, Fra Itemardino Ochin 
preached a course of sermons in the Duomo, an 
witiiia tJie last few months Ren^ had received botl 
Clement Marot and Calvin at her court, but noi 
Duke Ercole, in his anxiety to distract his wife 
thoughts from these subjects, gave a series of Rte 
and toumamenbi in honour of his Ulustrious giie«ii*i 
AnotJier very different lady, TulHa, the illej^timai 
daughter of the Cnrdinul of Aragon, was also a 
Fcmu'a tliul suuiuicr, and ctinnueit all the E!>ti 
princes as she had charmed the Cardinals in Rom 
and the ambassadors of the Imperial Court at llolognu 
Ippolito dei Medici wrtite sonnets in her praise. an( 
all the wits and scholars of the day were at her feet 
Stabcllino's letters to Isabella are ftdl of Tulliai 
charms, " Your Excellency," he wrote in June, 1537 
" will have heard that a noble Roman lady, callec 
Signora Tullia. is spending some months here. She h 
vcr)^ gentle, discreet and clever, and endowed with th< 
rarest gifts of body and mind. She sings all mannei 
of songs, reads music at sight, and her conversatimi 
h altogether unique, while her manners are so 
charming, that there is neither u man nor a woman 
here who can hold a candle to her, nut even the 
Mosl Illustrious Marchesa di Pescara. This lad} 
knows everything, and is ready to talk with others 
on any subject they may chcxise. Her house is full 
of the most learned men^ and the donrs are open to 
alh but she is abundantly supphed with money and 
jewels, and has in fact eveo"tIung that she requires." ' 
Vittorift Colonna was still nt Ferrara when, aftci 
Christmas, Isabella paid her usual visit to Ercole's 
court, and attended the Carnival t^tes. On the 
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Palazzo del T^, with all Mc^scr Giulio's frescoes 
and decorations. Tliere was ilie r&lazzino, where 
the young Duchess lived, arid the iuperb Sola di 
Troja, which Messer Giuiio had just completed in the 
new wing of the Corte \'"ecchia. and for which Titian 
was painting his great series of tlie Twelve Cffisars, 
Tliere were the Marclie&a's own rooms, the new 
apartment of the l*arHcti?«o with iUt charming decora- 
tions, and the lovely \iew over the lakes and the 
green slopes of \'irgirs home. And there was tlie 
fair Cortile of tlie Grotta, with it^ slender marble 
eolumns and pavement of majolica tiles, each with 
a separate device and meaning, iuid the :idjoining 
Studio n'ith its priceless ti^easures of painting and 
sculpture. Majiy were the new pictures and marbles 
which the Marchesa had to show her old friend, 
many tlie precious objects with which she had 
enriched her collection since the first visit which 
Bemho liad paid to Mantua thirty years before. 
Here, in marked contrast to the nohle severity of 
MantegnaV fpimiiliet and the clasiiical beauty of his 
Parna-vsus, were the graceful allegories of Corr^gio, 
with tlieir solUy-rounded forms and dainty grace, 
the last word which the Renaissance had to say 
before the iatal age of decadence set in. Here 
were the brightly-coloured dreams of Lorenzo Cas"ta, 
theokl Court-painter> who had only rndcrd his long 
life two years Ijefore. and the Holy Family by his 
friend, Giau Bellini, and those quaint fancies in 
which the Fcrrara master, Oosso Dossi, seems 
to have cauglit llie very breath of old romance. 
Here above idl were Titian's magnificent creations, 
those unrivatletl portraits, otid splendid array of 
Holy Families and SainU^ painted in the same 
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illustrious ^ests who vi^toti their father's coi 
When* a few years Uter^ l*opc Paul III. came 
Ferrara, they a(?ted a Lxtin comedy, the Adelpfu 
Terence, for the amusement of His Holiness^ Ai 
taking the lover's part on this occasion* «jid I 
youngest brother Luigi, a child of four» appearing 
the part of a slave.^ ^ 

Soon after this festive evening, which haid jP 
lier guests M> much pleasure. Isabella returned 
Mantua and spent the summer quietly at hew 
\Vc catch one pleasant glimpse of her in a let 
addrc:«sed to Duke Fedcrieo* in which she dw< 
with all a grandmother's delight on tlie cliarmu 
cleverness of his children. | 

"1 have just returned,'' she wrote, "from \ 
\"illa at Helfiore, where 1 spent some days, with I 
greatest benefit to my health. I may say, indei 
that having gone there seriously indisposed, I hii 
returned by the grace of God in good heali 
Yesterday t went to tlic Castello* and visited t 
Illustrious Duchess, your wife, and my daught 
whom I found togetlier witli the Marchese and t 
other princes in tlie best of heattlh All I saw th4 
gjive me the greatest pleasure and amusement. T 
Marcliese, who is gro^*ing up beautiful as a flow 
recited thirty or forty lines from Virgil, in the p 
sence of his mother the Duciiess, with a grace aj 
clearness which were simply amazing ! I saw Sign 
Guglielmo. with his fat baby-face looking as innocc 
and as merry a^ possible, and both he and his sw< 
sister Donna Isal>ella are in my eyes a picture of i 
the joys the world c^n give"* Two year* lat 

> Luxio c Rcn*«rf Gkm. Sior., 1899, p- 36, 
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majolica,* Here the ground is Hue, and the Marchesji's 
arm*i, indiiding the fleur^de-lys whirh the E'ite were 
privileged to wear, are Wnzoned in colours on a 
shield, supported by ptittu while below a troop of 
winged boys are represented, with banners in their 
handsr and a scroU inscribed with the words, iVev 
xpe nee mdu. Both for elegance of shape and 
quality of paste, a.s well a-s for the grace t>f the 
painted figures and charm of the whole decoration, 
this centrc-pieoo. wluch once adorned Kabella's 
ditincr-tttblc, remains unsurpassed. AH of these ex- 
quisite specimens are now recognised to be the work 
of Nicolo Pellipano of Casteldurante, who lived at 
Urbino between 1520 and 1330, and many of them 
still bear the monojn^m of this fine artist, whose 
rare merit our Marchesa was quick to discover and 
turn to good account. 

But fond as Isabella was of fine majolica and 
rich stuffs, of elt^Hiit costumes and delicate em- 
broideries, tlic love of antiques remains! her ruling 
passion. Of all her contemporaries none was niore 
fully dominated by that " foolish madness,^ to which 
Zuan Frnnecsco Valier referred, when he wnt her 
an antique marble head which had just arrived from 
Rhotica, and was greaitly admired in Venice, although 
he fears it may ^«em a vile thing among the treastu-es 
of the Grotta isal>ella thanked her Venetian friend 
in rapturoufi tenns, which made htm'say that if the 
head haxl l>ccn rnmle of diamonds and rubies, she 
could not have expressed more gratitude. 

Her delight was still greater when, in August, 
15S0, Cardinal Krcolc, the one of her sons who 
inherited the most of his mother's scliolariy tastes, 

1 Gitt^t d. A Artt, xix. ^!>7. 
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this favourite retreat* which was so closely connected 
with her happiest days. Here was the Casino which 
Biagio Rossetti, the Ferrarese architect, had reared 
on the pattern of the summer-house in her mother's 
garden* and the Bosohetto which slie hud planted in 
the year her father died. Here was the sumptuous 
ntarble fountain, with its reliefs and statues, designed 
by the Lombard sculptor who had wrought Beatrice's 
tomb, and the logj^ia where Castiglione loved to 
linger on summer evenings, and the green lawns 
and qniet places which soothed the sorrows of the 
good Oonunican scholar who was torn away from 
his beloved books. Here, too, was the shady grove 
of plane trees on the banks of the rushing stream, 
whei^ Bandellu loved to sit on the fine short grass 
telling his stories to princes and humanists, while 
Isabella and her ladies rested in the hot noontide. 
Here were the sylvan arbours and Arcjidian haunts 
sung by Niceolo Libumio, the piLrish priest of S. 
Fosca in Venice, who dedicated his pastoral poems 
to the Slarchesa. " I sing the praises of the de- 
licious gardens of Porto, green with perpetual ver- 
dure, musical with the voice of waters, glowing witli 
luscious fruits and sweetest flowers."' They were 
dead and gone, those brilliant guests whose gay 
voices once woke the echoes of the rocks and filled 
the woodland gUidcs with music and lauglitcr. But 
the flowers which the Venetian poet had sung, the rare 
^^Jaiits and choice exotics which IsaMla had coUei-ted 
h so much pains and expense, ucrc still the pride 
of the gardens. The grass was still as green and 
the sound of the running waters fell as pleasantly 
on the car, as in the days when £lUsabetta Gouzaga 
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Boiardo, the sonnets and axnzoni of Pistoja 
Niccolo da Correggio I With what keen delight hi 
must huve turned over the pages of lUuininatec 
manuscripts of Petrarch and Boccaccio, and examinee 
thcM? ourimis Books of Fortune and Dreams on wliicli 
therultnn'd ladits of Lhosc-days set so niur-h storel 
He niUKt have looked with even greater reverence 
on the rare copy of litistathius which l*ope Clement 
VIL sent to b*>rrow in 1525, because the Greek 
scholar La<iairis had told Alberto V\o that Isabella's 
manuscript was the most correct version in existence.^ 
The Revelations of St. Bridget and Prayers of SL 
Catherine were prolmbly less to the scholar^s taste, 
but we wonder if he paused to glance at Savonarola's 
Senuom, or nt the Comraentury on tJic Fifly-first 
Fsaliu which the great Dominican liad written in 
prisoa* More fajniUar to Bembo\s eyes were the 
Aldine classics, which had been mostly produced 
undei" his own direction, and of which the Mar- 
chesa we know poi^sessed a complete set. Here loo 
was her choice collection of French and Spanish ro- 
mances, and of Lutin translations &om Greek authors* 
Among these Bembo found the famous Icnnt^ of 
Philustintus which had supplied the greatest \'ene- 
tian painters with subjects for some of tjieir finest 
works, and which Isabella lent to her brother 
Alfonso, when Titian was painting his Bacehanals 
in the Castello of Ferntra. In the Kaine hall 
Bembo saw the tcrrestiial and celestial gloi>cs which 
had been made after the pattern of those in tlie 
Vatican libraiy, and the Mappamondo which con- 
tained the latest discoveries of Columbus and 

1 Bibliojiio, i. 26, 
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put into thorough order by the man whom he 
brought here. For this I render you infinite thanks^ 
because the greater the need, the more grateful and 
agreeable to me hi& visit has been. I know not what 
to give or offer you m return fur your kindness in 
sending him so promptly ; but since myself and all 
that I po>ssess have long been placed at Your Ex- 
celleucys service, I can only repeat tliat I hold 
myself ever at your disposal- I send back tlie 
gnrdener forthwith, so that your garden of Porto 
may no longer be put to iiiconvenience/' ' 
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at Ferrara, and was urf^ntly pressed by the A(n 
and her sons to visit Maiitua, This was V 
Colonna, who came to visit Duchess iien4* 
sIock) sponsor in June to tier new*born dau^ht« 
Leonora of Tassos love." One great object 
Marchcsa di Pcs«ira's journey W4,s to introdur 
great prcat'her Fra Bcniunliiiu Odiino to lier I 
at Ferrarat and to obtain Duke Ereole's prol 
for his new Order of Kefortned Friars, I n Lent 
Agostino Gonza^ had sent Isabella a long 
fn»n lionie. describing the enthusiasm whi' 
Friar's sermons were excitir^ in Rome. "I 
man of most holy life himi^elf, and bis sennoos 
devoted to Uie cxposili^Hi of the Gospels. Hi^ 
object is to teach men liow to wjUk in the s 
Chi'ist, and he has the most adniiralile fer\'oui^ 
as a most perfect voice. He is not afraid ol 
what is good for his hearers, and aim^ his) 
chieHy at those in high stiition^ no that all 
flocks to hear him. The Jlcicrcfidisritm} M 
never absent from his sermons, and mosti 
Sacred College are to be seen here. My J 
(/immo {V^rcole Gotkzaga) has been here twice^j 
beyond measure delighted with the sennons ^ 
heard, so I think be will continue to attt 
course/' In the same letter Agostino tells ' 
'•that the Marchesa di Fcvcara is always pn 
these sermon^s, and is living in seclusion M 
Sis-ters of S, Silvestro. receiving no visits, and 
the humblest of habits^ and is so devoted to i 
exercises that it is expected she will soon 1 
veiL"* Vittoria Colonna wrote herself to 

I Friz**, Sloria di Frrram, iv, p, 321. 
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Gonziiga from Ferrara, asking him to give his 
sanction to the new Order founded by Fra Ber- 
nardino, in whose teaching she saw " a return to the 
true and holy life of St, Fmncis,*' On the 18tli of 
June the young CiirdinnI answered her letter, hogging 
her to come to Mantua, ond assuring her that she 
would find lar niore spiritual and teuiporaJ delights in 
tliis city than at Ferrara, There is a hospital Delia 
fllisericordia, which would, he is certain, abundantly 
satisl)' her charitable 'zeal, atul the Duke and all his 
family would rejoice to welcome her. Besides 
which, he continues, "this city in more Imperial in 
its sjTnpathies than the Emperor itself, and more 
devoted to the Marchese del Vasto Uuui niiy other in 
Lombardy, all of which seems to claim the honour of 
your presence. And 1 can promise you the company 
of my two sisterSt who are nuns, in whose society 
you will find as much consolation as you would have 
found in the company of the Holy Women who 
stood at the foot of the Cross on Calvary." In a 
postscript, the writer adds " tliat in Ids joy al the 
thought of seeing her, and his longing to enjoy her 
sweet conversation, he sees that he has forgotten to 
answer her question about Fra Bernardino/'^ 

Another inducement which Ercole held out to 
the Marchesa di Pesciira, was the prospect of the 
Cunneil which Pope Paul III. had summoned to 
meet in tliat city. But tlic Duke afterwards raised 
objections, and the idea was eventually abandoned, 
^''ittoria, on her part, intended to visit V^enice» and 
had dreams of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, or to 
theshnne of St Mar>' Magdalene in Provence, hiii 
in tlie end ?Jie remained witli her beloved Duchess 
^ G, Cuapori, At^ c Mtmrnc, iii. pt. li p. S. 
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at Ferrara. That Lent, Fro Bemanlino Odiil 
preached a course of sermons in the DtiomObH 
witlmi the last few montlis Ren^ httd received Itf 
Clement Marot and Calvin at her court, but w 
Duke Ercole, in his anxiety ta distract his wif 
thoughts from these subjects, gave a series of fct 
and tournaments in honour of his illu-strious gatS 
^Xnother very diflerent lndy> TuIIia, the illegitinu 
daughter of the Cardinal of Aragon» was also 
Fcmira. that summer, and charmed aU the Es 
princes as she had charmed the Cardinals in Rot 
and the ambassadors of the Imperial Court at Ikilogi 
Ippolito dci Medici wrote sonnets in her praise, a 
all tlie wits and scholars of tlie day were at her fe 
Stabellino's letters to Isabella are full of TulU 
chann:}. " Your F.xccllency," he wrote in June, 151 
*'wtll liave heard lliat a noble Itoman ludy, call 
Signora TulUa, is spending some months hei-e. She 
veiy gentle, discreet and clever, and endowcti vrith tl 
rarest gifts of body and mind- She sings all mann 
of songs, reads music at sight, and her eonversatH 
is altogether unique, while her manners are i 
charming, that there is neither a man nor a womi 
here who can buld a candle to her, not even t] 
Most Illustrious Marchesa di Pescaniu This lac 
knows everj'tliing, and is leadyto talk with othc 
on any subject they may choose. Her house is ft 
of the most learned men, and the doors are open i 
all, but she is abundantly supplied with money ar 
jewels, and has in fact everything tliat she requires,' 
Vittoria Colonna was still at Ferrara when, afti 
Christmas, Isabella paid her usual \isit to Ercok 
court, and atteniled the Carnival fifties. On the 

I Luvio, liivUla 3f«nl(wtfiia, t 3J- 
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of February, 1588* she took leave of her hosts, and 
the Cardinal of llaveruia, Benedetto Accolti, wrote 
the following letter to Ercole Goiiziiga :— 

''Thi<i morning, the Sigiiora Marchesa di Pescara 
started for Boloxiui, to tlie incredible gvief of His 
Excellency the Duke, of myself, and of the whole 
city. \W liavt indec<l been dixincly entertained by 
her presence, and can only comfort ourselve-s with the 
promises which !>hc has made to return before long, 
IjBsi night we enjoyed a rare treat. The Duke and 
I, as well as the JMarchesa, supped with yoiu- most 
Illustrious Mother, and after supper the Marchesa 
read us five sonnets of her composition, which were 
so beautiful tliat I do not think an nngel from heaven 
oould liave written anything more perfect. After 
these recitation?), which gave us all infinite plcasurCi 
the ladies of Madama, your mother, appeared, and 
with them Signora Anna, who played some pieces 
on the griwiccmbiiio excellently. Then Morgantino 
came in with Delia, and jumped and danced together, 
and did great tilings with their little persons, 
Signom Anna tlien joined them, and danced several 
dances allu f^t^UunUiy which gave the Marchesa di 
Fescara, and the Duke, and every (Mie, tJie greatest 
pleasure. We were all of us convinced, that if the 
Goddess Xature herself had danced liefore us, she 
could nut have danced ijt more pcrfcet time, and with 
more exquisite grace."* 
I Signora Anna was the Duke'H six-year-old daugh*- 

' tcr, the bright and intelligent little girl who resembled 
her gR-at aunt so stnmgly.and had evidently inherited 
the Marchesa's musical tastes. All Duchess Rente's 
I children were trained to act and diuice before the 

I ^ O. CuupiHl, Am f Mrwtnru^, iiL pt it- p. 1& 
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illustrious guests wbo visitcil their futherV 
When, a fbw years later, Pope Paul III. 
Fcrrara, they acLed a Latiu comedy, Uie ^d 
Terence, for the amusement of His Uolines$ 
takin^f the lover'?) part on tins occaj^o»> a 
youngest brother Luigi. a child of four, appet 
the part of a slave.^ 

Soon after this festive evening, which hm 
her guests so much pleasure, Isabella rctui 
Mantua and spent the summer quietly ai 
We catch one pleasant glimpse of her in! 
addressed to Duke Federico, in which s 
with all a griuidmotliers delight on the e 
clevcniess of his children. 

*'I have just relumed," she wrote, " 
villa at Bclfiorc, where I spent some days» 
j^ale^t benefit to my healtlt I may sa; 
tliat having gone there .seriously indisposi 
returned by the grace of God in g 
Yesterday I went to the Castello, and v 
Illustrious Duchess, your wife, and my 
whom I found together with tlie March 
other princes in the best of hadth. All I 
gave me tlie greatest pleasure and anmseiuei 
ftlarchese, who is growing up beautiful as 
recited thirty or forty lines from ^'irgil, in 
sence of his mother the Duchess, with a 
cleames!i whirh were simply amazing! I sa) 
Guglielmo, with his fat baby-face looking as 
and as merry as possible, and botli he and ) 
sister Donna Isabella are in my eyes a pictt 
the joys the world can give." ' Two years 

* FrisKi, op. cit. 

> Luiio c Ilcnier, Giom. &or., l&gpi p* 36l 
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little Marchese, Kranccscot who could repeat \'irgU 
at the age of five, succeeded his father as Duke 
of Mantua. In 1549 he married the Archduchess 
Catherine of Austria, a niece of Charles V., but died 
a few months afterwards, from a fever brought on by 
falling into the lake when )ie war* shuuUug wild-fowl 
fit>m a bout/'' Isabella, who was bom in April, 
1587, became the wife of Francesco d'Avalos, while 
her brother CJufjIiclmo, then an infant of a few 
months^ grew up to manhood, and reigned long and 
gloriously over the realm of the GonxngaSp 

Already Isabella d*Estc \vatched her eldest son s 
fuilifig health uith anxiety, and in a letter to her old 
fViend Trissino, wlio had begged her intercession on 
behalf of two gentlemen of \'erona, she speaks of the 
Duke as seriously indisposed and unable tu attend to 
business* A month later she peniuaded him to ac- 
company her to Venice for change of air, and gladly 
accepted Ercolc d'Kste's offer of his palace on the 
Grand Canal, which he placed at her disposal during 
the next two months. This fine old house, where 
Beatrice d'E^ite once spent a joyous May-time, had 
been thoroughly restored and sumptuously decorated 
for the reception of Duchess Rent^ when she went 
to \^cnice in 15S4, and Isabdla was delighted with 
the prospect of occupying this mAgoificent palnzso, 
" AVc arc coming to Wnice.*' she vrruttr to Hciiedetto 
AgncUo on the 2:Jrd of September, "to spend all 
October there for our amusement, and our nephew 
the Illustrious Duke of Ferrara has kindly placed his 
house at our disposal until November."* 

The Maichesa, indeed, was so happy at Venice, 

' LitU, fm%/tr, uL Ut. 5. 
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and WIS so warmly welcomed and honouni 
tained by her fnends in this citj% tiiat she 
her stay there until the end of Noveti^ 
the weather broke up before she left, 
jonmey hack to Mmitim pnwed too mue 
failing strength. On the 20th, she wrol 
widowed daughter Leonora : *' My rcti 
Venice took place in very rough weathei 
caused some disturbance in my system, so 
now I Imve not ventured to leave my r«or 
still in some pain/' That Advent, Vittoria 
fiiend, Fr» Iteniardino Ooliino, preached 
of stirring sermons ut Mimtuo, but Isa) 
unable to be present- Tl>e?>e gastric paij 
' ^ haul been the cause of her niottier s death, < 

to trouble the Marvhesa throughout the w 
: in JaTuiar)- she found herself still too unw4 

I her yearly vnsit to Fei-rara, But she Ic 

j. new?i of her dear ones in the old home, aru 

I eagerly to the letters wliidi told her of i 

I and Duches^T and tlicir litUe daughter Ac 

the 18th of January, Stabellino wrote to \ 
her health, and told her of the latest Canii^ 
" Here we are enjoying tournaments and maa 
and banquets, I-*ast night the Cardinal of j 
entertained the Duke and most of the Cou 
Schifanoia I'alacc. A very amusing farce I 
cinu was performed, afler which Uiere wua 
up till ten o'clock/'' 

So Isabella di^w slowly to her end, retai 
possession of all her faculties, and heating wit 
of pleasure;; wliich she could no longer sha 
followed the parting injunctions o£ her old 
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Matteo Uandella the Domintcan story-teller, and 
lived joyously to the last Four years before, she 
had made her last will, iti \^'hich not only her children 
and ladies-in-waiting, but itU her servants mid depen- 
dants were thoughtfully remembered. Even her pet 
dwarfsp Morgantino and Delia, were aflectionatcly 
commended to the care of the Duke and Duchess, 
and provided with a yearly allowance of fifty ducats 
if tl»ey would not or could not remain in lier son's 
sernce. Now she took a lender farewell of the 
children she had loved so well, and on the night of 
tlie 13th of I'^ebruary her great soul pu^ised away. 

••On the I3lh of February, 1539," writes the 
chronicler of the Franciscan convait, "there died 
in Mantua, Madama Isabella d'Este, or rather, it 
should be said, her soul took flight to its eternal 
rest- She had always l>een devout and humble in 
her lifetime, and on her deathbed she begged that 
slie uuglit be buried privately, and without any 
pomp, in the grave of her husbaud in Santa Paola. 
This was done, with tike tears and lamentations of 
alt the people/'' 

The great Marrhesa was burie<l by her hiLsband's 
side in tile Cappella dm Signort, in the Church of 
S. Francesco, sometimes called Santa Paola, from 
the neighbouring convent founded by the Marchcsa 
Paola, wtierc Isabellas own daughter had taken 
the veil, Duke Kcdcrico ordered a noble tomb to 
be raised to his mother's mcnior}* in the sepulchral 
chapel of the Gonzaga princes. Before it was com- 
pleted, the Duke himself died, at his favourite villa 
of Marmirolo, on the SRth of June, 1540* leaving 
his tittle son France:^co to the guardiajuthip of bis 
' DonccinoDtll, Stoha iMtsmtka 4f A£«toM. 
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brother. Cardinal Krcole, and hiR wife M 
lie was buried, according to liis last wifihi 
mother'!* side, in S. Francesco. But when 
the French took Manttia after a lon^ fi 
church, wliich contitirved more than SOO mow 
the OonzAgas fuid otlicr noble fuimUcs, was 
Then tht! frescoes and painliiig^ which ad 
walls were mined, the tomb^i were broken , 
and the ashes which they contained were 
to the winds. To-day this once stately ( 
rich in historic memories and treasures oi 
been converted into a barrack school, and ni 
lsat>ellft dTiStc's last rcsting-placc can now b 

The Castclio suffered terribly at the i 
the German soldiers who were sent again 
Carlo L by the Emperor Ferdinand 11, 
and who sacked Mantua during three whi 
A short time before. \*incenzo IL had sold ■ 
of his splendid gfdlei^' to our King Charles , 
the painttnj^s by Mantcgna, Perugino, aiii 
which adorned Isabella's Grotta, were boui 
after the siege by Cardinal Richelieu. The I 
apartments which Isatjelhi planned and ador| 
so much taste were stripped of their deoi 
and the priceless works of art which they oi 
were all scattered abroad, l^he small nunibt 
escaped destruction passed into foreign galley 
a few scanty fragments of jwintii^g and carvii 
here and there a device or inscription beat 
name, are the only traces of Isabellas pj 
now remain m Mantua, 

Fortunately* the greater part of her coi 
dence has survive*! the general wreck, and i 
record of more tlum common value. 
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dons manuscripU of the Archivio Gonzaga give us 
a faithful picture of a period that must be for ever 
memorable in the history of the human race. And 
they nrveal, with a fulne^ that leaves nothing to 
be desired, the character of a woman who was in 
a rcnijirkablc degree t)'pical of the age in which 
she lived. Both in her faults and in her virtues, in 
her noble Kims and generous ambitions* in the 
doubtful methods by which she strove to attain 
her ends, and in her easy toleration of vice and 
ialsehcKMl^ Uabella d'Este was the cliild of her 
timcH. She did not sliare tlie mystical tendencies 
of her kinnwomcn, Vittoria Colonna and Rcmfc dc 
France; die lielonged rather to the earlier genera- 
tion, which took U^e facts of life more simply, and 
accepted the faith of the Church without question- 
ing, if without enthujiiasm. But a strong sense of 
duty, a passionate devotion to home and kindred 
governed her actionji, and kept her in ilic right 
way. Her nature was singularly complete and 
well-))alanced, and it may be said with truth that 
«hc saw life sieadily* and saw it whole. In her 
radiant vitality and keen enjoi,Tnent of living, in 
her worship of beauty and wide culture, in her serene 
temper and .stainless purity, thi^i great-souled lady 
remains for us the noblest and most perfect type of 
the Italian women of the ncnaissoncc* 



PoiTvcRiiT.— WhIUt thcftc ptgvs were going to pr«« tbc 
Mi I wring portnUl of P«;deriixi OvuwgSf iNtiiitcd b^ FraiK-im in 
July 1510, when be wax • boj of ten,' htu nost un«ipcot«dtj 
oomo to llf hi, AnA wtu «ihlhitc<l at th« BurUn|^n Pine ArU Club 
In \90$. Thi» pMiif*, whloh Mr. Hcrbrrt Coot was thr first 
to idenUfj (we Alhtmrum. Februftrj 7, 1903), b the property ol 

■ Am d««oribod in v«L L p^ 300. 
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Mr, A. W. LcAthatOr vhoA<: fktbcr parchwed ft from j 
Collection. It b in rcnmrkabljr good |)r«*«rTAUon, 
br no cUwbt th^t it U tli« wnrlt of Fniitria. THal>f*11a*2 
lented hoUlinjEC > dagger in hb lumt* luid wearing * b' 
DVPT a white fHU«d chcmUcttc, ftnd a bUck c«p s«t 
ooc &Ul€ of hU hcul, wtth a red riband faatcDcd wll 
carved go\d mednllion — fierbajvs Cai^ouo's work — wh 
when Rapbtel jmintH hu jKirtnit twoyean Uter in I 
brown ej«i and bright, intclli^nt face b»r a nurkcd 
Ills mother, and tbc long fair hair ha» cvhicntly beci 
as was dutHf, we kiiun, «l tlic Marchc«a'» ix^qufr^tp aud 
trace* of Utc original blond hue undcnicnth. The gn 
Kcapc background u ui Francia't luual dLyl^i the U 
fi>llAf^ arc hri|;h1cnrd with gnid, and th^ want fit ^U 
the deUUa bean witness to the ama^tig rapidity wItt, 
portrait vaa painted. We are reodadcd of laabelU' 
C^aaio : " It could oot be better or raore like him tha 
I marvel that ia lo short a time the tnaiter eoulH do * 
a thing, but It Is clear that he wUhcd to mHow all the 
of hia art" The lon^ loil portrait, we know, left Maj 
aiid a half later, and probably remained at Ferrara u 
broU|;lit to Frwice lunotig Napoleon 'a spuileL By a sti 
cidciMTc it hh* been rccovcrcdtat the end of four huiu 
uiJy A few monthx afti^r THkiM'n portrait of laabelU . 
once more been brought to light- 
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at Fcrrara. That I^ciit^ Fm Bemardin 
preached a course of sermons in the Du 
within the last few months Ken^ had recci 
Clement Marot and Calvin at her court, 
Diilce Krcole, in his anxiety to distrart hi 
thouglits from tliese subjects, gave a series 
and tournaments in honour of his iUustriou: 
Another very different Uidy» Tullia, the ille 
daughter of the Cardinal of Aragon, was 
Ferrara tlmt summer, and channed all tl 
princes as she had chamied the Cardinals i\ 
and the ambassadors of the Imperial Court at | 
IppoUto dei Medici wrote sonnets in her pr^ 
all the wits and scholars of the day were at I 
Stabellino's letter* to Isabella arc full of 
charms, " Your Kxccllcnc)\" he wrote in Jun 
''will have heard that a noble Koman lady 
Signora TuUia. is spending some months here, 
very gentle, discreet and clevei', and endowed i 
rarest gift^ of body and mind. She Miigs all 
of songs, reads music at ^ight, and her conv| 
is altogether unique, while her manners 1 
charming, that there is neither a man nor ar 
here who can hold a candle to her, not ei 
Jlost Illustrious Marchesa di Pescara. Th 
knows everything, and is ready to talk with 
on any subject they may choose. Her houses 
of the nio:d learned men, and the dooi^ are ( 
all, but she is abundantly supplied with moi 
jewek, and has in fact ever>-thing that she reqi 
Vittoritt Colonna was still at Ferrara whei 
Christinas, Isabella paid her usual visit to 
court, and attended the Carnival Pftes, On 
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of February, 1558. she Uxik leave uf her ho^Ls, and 
tlic CardiDAl of Ravenna, Benedetto Accolti, wrote 
the foliowing letter to Ereole Gonwiga : — 

"This morning, the Sijfnora Marchesa di Pescara 
started for Bologna^ to the incredible grief of His 
Excellency the Dnke, of myself, and of the whole 
city. Wc Iiavc indeed been divinely entertained by 
her presence, and can only coinfurl uurscrlves hiUi the 
promises which she has made to return before long. 
Last night we enjoyed a rare treat The Duke and 
I, as well as tlie Marchesii, supped with your most 
Iltustnous Mother, and after supper the Marchesa 
read ii<« five sonnets of her eoni portion, which were 
so beautiful tluit 1 do not think an angel from heaven 
eould have written anything more perfect. After 
these reeitations, whieh gave us all infinite pleasurCi 
tlie ladies of Madama, your mother, appeared, and 
with them Signora ^Vnna, who played some pieces 
on the ffrai'iremlHtlo excellently- Then Morgantino 
came in with Delia, and jumped and danced together, 
and did great things with t}icir Uttic persons. 
Signora Anna tlien joined them, and danced several 
dances alln gnf^Hardiu which gave the JIarchesa di 
Pescara, and the Duke, and every one, the greatest 
pleasure. We were all of us convinced, that if the 
Goddess Nature herself had danced before us, she 
eould not have danced in more perfect time, and with 
more exquisite grace." ^ 

Signora Anna was tiic Duke':« six-year-old daugh- 
ter, tlie bright and intelligent little girl who resembled 
her great aunt so strongly.and had evidently inherited 
the Marchesa's musical tastes. All Dudicss Kcnt'e's 
children were trnined to net and dance before the 

1 O. Cftnupori, Atti e Jj/cmorM-, lii pt it p. Ifi. 
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illustrious guests ivho visited tJieir {aOu 
\Vlien, a few years Later, Pope Paul IJi 
Fermrftt they acted a Latin comedy, tiie 
Terence, for the amusement of His Holii 
taking the lover's part on tliis occa^or 
youngest brother I-uigi, a child of four, a] 
the part of a slaves.' 

Soon after this festive evening, which 
her guests «to much pleasure, I^abcIU 
Mantua and si[K:iit Uie sununer quietly 
We catch one pleasant glimpse of her 
addressed to Duke Kederico, in which 
with all a grandmother's delight on the cl 
cleverness of his children. 

**1 have just returned/ she wrote, **i 
villa at Bclfiorc. M'here I spent some days 
greatest benefit to my health. I may sai 
that ha\1ng gone there seriously indisf 
returned by tlie grace of God in gooq 
Yesterday I went to the Castello, and vj 
Illustrious Utichess. your wife, and my i 
whom I found together with the Marchesd 
other princes in the best of health. All I j 
gttve nic tlie greatest pleasure and ainusemef 
Marchese, who is growing up beautiful as j 
recited thirty or forty lines from Virgil, im 
scnce of his mother the Duchess, with a gi 
cleamc-ss Avhich were simply umnziiig! I sai 
Gugtielmo, with his fat baby-face looking as i 
and as merry as possible, and both he and 1: 
sister Donna Isabella arc in myeycsapictu 
the joys the world can give,"' Two years I 

1 Priui, op. at, 

* Lu£ioe Renier, Cionu Star., l^dS, P- 
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Iittl<T Marchcsp^ Kran('ewx>, who miiUI rrpfat ^^irgil 
at the Age of live, succeeded his father ns Duke 
of Mantua. In 1549 he muricd the Archduchess 
Catherine of Austria, a niece of Charles A'., but died 
a few months afterwards, from a fever brought on by 
falling into the hike when he was shootuig wild-fowl 
from a boat/'* Isabelk, who was bom in April, 
1587* became the wife of Francesco d'Avalos, while 
her brother Cugltclmo, then an infant of a few 
months, grew up to manhood, and rcigncd long and 
gloriously over the realm of the Gonzagas. 

Abeody Isabella d Este watched her eldest son's 
failing; health with anxiety, and in a letter to her old 
friend Trissino. who had begged her intercession on 
behalf of two gentlemen of Verona, she speaks of the 
Duke as seriously uidiiiposed and unable to attend to 
business. A month later ifhe persuaded him to ae- 
company her to Venice for change of air, and gladly 
acceplc<i Krcole d'Kstcs offer of his palace on the 
Grand Canal, which he placed at her disposal during 
the next two months. This fine old house, where 
Beatrice d'Kste onc^ spent a joyous May-time, had 
been thoroughly restored and .sumptuously decorated 
for the reception of Duchess Rcnec when she went 
to Venice m 1^4, and Isabella was deUghted with 
the prospect of oecup>ing this magnificent jjalazzo. 
" We are coming to Venice," she ^Tote to Benedetto 
Agnello on the 23rtl of September, "to spend all 
October there for our amusement, and our nephew 
the Illustrious Duke of Ferrara lias kindly placed his 
house at our disposal until November,"' 

The Marchesa, indeed, was so happy at Venice, 

* Litt«, Famiglif, iii. Uv, A, 
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And wiLs so warmly welcomed and hutiu 
tained by lit? fritnds in this city, that sli< 
her stay there until the end of Nov 
the weather broke up before she I 
jotimey l>ack to Manttia pro\'ed too m 
iiuling strength. On the Mth, she wrJ 
widowed daughter I>conora : *• My rc' 
V^enice took place in very rough weatlR 
caused some disturbance in my system, sc 
now 1 have not ventured to leave my n>o 
still in M>me pain/" That Advent^ Vittoi 
friend, Fra Itenmrdino Ochino^ preach 
of »itirring i^ennons at Mantua^ but I 
unable to be present- These ga-stric p, 
had bet^n the caust; of her mother ?> deattii 
to trouble the Marche:^ tJiroughout the i| 
in Jaiujar}' slic found herself ?jtill too unn 
her yearly visit to Ferrara. But she 1 
news of her dear ones in the old home, an 
eagerly to tlie letters wineli told her of t 
and Duchess and their little daughter Aj 
t}ic IHth uf January, SlubelUiio wrote tQjl 
her health, and told her of the latest Cami 
" Here we are enjojing tournaments and ma 
and banquets. Last night the Cardinal of 
entertained tlie Duke and most of the Cou 
Schifanoia Palace, A very anuising farce 
cino was performed, after which there was 
up till ten o'clock."' 

So IsalwUa drew slowly to her end, retai 

possession of all her faculties, and hearing wit 

of pleasures which xlie could no longer slia 

followed the parting injunctions of her old fi 

1 FQRUDji, Gp^ »r.,p. 89> 
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ilatteo Banddlo* the Dominican story-teller, and 
lived joyously to the last. Four years before, she 
had niiide licr last will, hi which not only her children 
and ladics-in-waitinj;, but all her aen'ttuts and depen- 
dants were tliuuxhtfuUy reuieiiibenKl, Kveji her pet 
dwarfs, INIorgaritino and Delia* were affectionately 
eommende<l to the care of tlie Duke and Duchess, 
and provided with a yearly alh>wance of tifty ducats 
if ihty would not or could not remain in her koh'k 
liervice. Xow she took a tender farewell of the 
cliildrcn she hod loved m> well, and on the night of 
the IStli of February ber grcnt ?.uul passed away. 

"On the 13Ui of February, 1539/' MTites the 
chronicler of the Franciscan cHinvenl, •* there died 
in Mantua, Madama Isat}el1a d^K^te, or rather, it 
sho^ild l>e said, her soul took flight to its eternal 
rest* She had alway*^ been devout and humble in 
her lifetime, and on her deathbed she begffcd that 
she might be buried privately, and ^vitbuut aity 
pomp, in the grave of ber husband in Santa Faola, 
This was done, with Uie tears and lamentations of 
all the people-"' 

The pTeat Marchcsa was buried hy her husband's 
side in the Cappella dei Signorl, in the Church of 
S. Francesco, !K>mctimet called Santa Pnola, from 
the neighbouring convent founded by the Marclie&a 
Paola, where tsat>eUas own daughter had taken 
the veil. Duke Federico ordered a noble tomb to 
be raised U> liis mothers meniorj* in the sepulchml 
chapel of the Gottzaga princes. Before it was com- 
pleted, the Duke lumself died, at his favoiurite villa 
of Marmirolo, on the HHiU of June, 1540, IcaWng 
his little son Francesco to the guardianslup of his 
^ UoQcaiMJCidi, Storia EccUjiattua di JUimCOMu 
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brother. Cardinal Ercole, and his wife Mi 
He was buried, according to his last wiiihei 
mother's side, in S. Francesca But when, 
the French took Mantua after a long d 
church, u'liii'h contained more than »0O monu 
the C»onzagas and other noble families, w^as 
Theu the Crescocs and paintings which ad<] 
walls were ruined, the tombs were broken U 
and the allies which Uiey contained were i 
to the winds. To-day Uiis once stately si 
rich in historic memories and treasures of 
been converted into a bamu^k ^hooI» and no: 
luibella d'£ste's last resting-place can now be 
Tlie Ca^tello suffered tcrriUy at the li 
the Gennan soldiers who were sent againa 
Carlo I. by the Emperor Fenlinand U, i 
imd who sacked Mantua durinj; three whoj 
A sJiort tijne before, Vinceiizo 11. had sold ^ 
of hi^ splendid gutlery to our King Charles | 
the painting?> by Mantcgiia, Pcrugino, and] 
which adorned l?^bclla*?i (irolta, were bou^ 
after the siege by Cardinal Richelieu- The hk 
apartments which Isabella planned and adorns 
so nuicb taste were stripped of their decoi 
and the priccles?* works of art which they c<a 
were all scattered abroad. The small numbei 
escaped destruction passed into foreign galleri| 
a few scanty fragments of painting and carvinj 
here and there a device or imcriptioii bearii 
name* are the only traces of Isabella's prcseni 
now remain in Mantua. I 

Fortunately, the greater part of her com 
dence has survived the general wreck, and lb 
record of more than common ^'alue. The 
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cious nmniiscripts of the Archivio Gonzagtt give us 
a faithful picture of a period that must be for ever 
memorable m the history of the human race. And 
they reveal, with a fulne*i<± that leaves nothing to 
be desired, the character of a w*oman who wa.s in 
B remarkable degree typical of the age in which 
she lived. Both in her faults and in her virtues, in 
her noble aims and generous ambitions, in the 
doubtful methods by which she strove to attain 
her ends, and in her easy toleration of vice and 
falsehood, lobelia d'Este wiw the child of her 
times. She did not share tlie mystical tendencies 
of her kinswomen, Vittoria Colonna and Rcntlt: dc 
France ; die belonged rather to the earlier genera- 
tion, which took Uie fact^ of life more simply, and 
accepted the faith of the Church without question- 
ioff, if without enthusiasm. But a strong sense of 
duty, a passionate devotion to home and kindred 
governed her actions, and kept her in the right 
way* Her nature was :ungidarly complete and 
well-balanced, and it may be said with truth that 
she saw life steadily, and saw it whole. In her 
radiant vitality and keen enjoj-ment of U\ing, hi 
her worship of lieauty and wide culture, in her serene 
temper and stainless purity, this great-souled lady 
renmins for us the noblest and most perfect type of 
the Italian women of the Renaissance. 



PotrtcaiPT,— WhUst th««e p^gc* were going to prcn ihc 
ntUcin^ poTtr&it of Frderico QvEU4gSj jHiluleil by Fnocta In 
Joly 1^10, wbcn he trai a bcf <tt Icn,^ luu iimmI tinirxpecteiUjr 
come to ligbt, fuiH w« oxhibited at th« Burlington Virte Arti Club 
in 190^. Thin pMiirp, which Mr. flcHrrt iloak ww the finit 
to UeDUf; (ice Aiicrtmm, February 7, l$D5). b tbe jjroprttjr of 

> A« dewHbc^ in v»L L p. SOX 
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Mr. A. W. LciUiini, whow Cither piirclwM:d H fnmt tb 
CblUxtkm. It iH in rcttiarkiilrly i^ovd prove rv Alto ti, aui 
Ik no doubt that tt in the work of FrAnctn, Isabella'^ ■ 
BCQtcd holding a dagger in hu huml, uid wearing a blj 
ftT9f tt white fHlf^ ohrmiM^t^, am! a hhu*k rA|> 4^ 
ooe tide of hi» hc^wJ, with « red rtlMod fact«ued wit) 
earved f^ld mccUllitm — perhniM Caradofisa'a wo?k — whi 
when lUpJiAcI p^mtcd hiH portrait two jr-nn Iat<fr in ft 
bfown eyes And bright, intelligent (mcc bear n nuu-kcd 
hte mother, and the lon^ fjdr hair hM evidently been 
4fl trv done, ve know, Ht the Nfarehe»'s request, and 
tfoee^ of the original hloml hue oiidemeath. The gr«i 
Hoipc iMckgronnil b in PnuicU'ii UMiol vLytc ; the Ug 
folUj^c Are hcfifhtencd with gold, And the wont of cht) 
tho lUtJiiU bc-HTA wUnoui to the Am.-utinf^ ntpt^lity with 
prirtniit wmi paint^tl. We nrr reminded of lutbfrllA'ji 
Cu*o: '*It could not be bette.r or more like him than 
I niarvct that in «o short a. time the lUJUter coiiM do m 
A tbinjc, but It Is eleir thnt he wished to show all the | 
of hitt nrt." The loiiglosl poKrait, we know, left Mai 
and A lulf Uter, and prDbnbl/ remained al Ferrara 11 
breu^ht to Kranee umon^ N«|Tolean'» s|]oil!&. By a ^ 
cidence It has been rcci^vercd, at the end of four hunt 
only Jt few tiiontliA Jillcr TitiKiib porlmft of Isabella 3 
once moic been brought to U^ht- 
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Bt|^eln, trC4t J coDcludod ftlj L S 

B&lHci, UontA, ii, Kr7 

Bttio, AnIoDiaaol,!. 2E3: iL 34, 334; 
bot nurrlKn; L 47 ; lDtlm4«7 vllh 
Is&bclU d'Bpicv 48; ber tute for 
lYooch romucet, n; death of lior 
hnibuidi 140: mAirian of her 
clauehter, IL 147 

n«lx(^, IfsLoll* iIdI, CuuutOBi of 
Acorra, t'A: IL 30fl 

B*ndollo,Matteo, ililfi; ii. iJfi, 140; 
At the DomiDLcBD «>nvcDi i>f Mah 

tnti lUi bU gift of jtoiT-tclIiiigH 
14ti MUtloni witb 1»L«U» d E«ta 
»iLd pl«tnr«a of ihaCoitrt, 14S-1CU) 

utUfDOnUl of bii obUMCOr, IfiO; 
oration to mtracrj of tbo H^rquii 

of Ifmotot. 1G1 : rnri^Dlnncu, ir>2; 
JiTotpelfei 9DS il. 217 >i. : on Che evil 
ijinijoiicv i^r fuibflla BuauhuUl, 340 
Subariffo* AfiOBtJAfX Doge of Vcoioo. 
LIQO 




BMbarcs ZaoiBriot 
Bafbo^ UcBMr PftoJo, L ! 
But«JoiMi« onlry into, IL 
oiua 

of tbe New World, 
Boti, D>ob«M of, L 4 

d'BoM 
Don, Frttoconco, V 

mkth llio UILAQ«ae, 

Bofono, tfao i^mt^r, L 
BoacticK A., Afdtf JA 

2* n.: JnA«*io 

S4 <L, 40 IL 1 Ar^. 
Iteirwi*, MKT^iat ofj 

L 90 ; Ai)p6ftrui0<^ ~ 
BawIo. I'blbp, Dnlio 

utioa ol CW:o>i V,, \ 
Bavarli, Sfgl«inond, E>n] 

■urlRgo or bU dAQ^ 

BooMgolo. AlmM\ tt. J 

B^aor<L L 9 1 

BotlAj. IK rraach i 

Bcia«, U KG 

Bollloi. Q«ol4le. L Itfii, 
UaltJ. 100 ■ 

D*lUBLGioTuBi.L l«4 
to tho GouocU Hall 
IL SS9 ; on A loaj) oj 
cniTim&idloEt to pwol 

iho Gtottt. Ml ; ; 
nodonolEo cbo 4Kn>4 
in n*t«ro tho 
order for a Katitil^, 
of J»[«<Utj<i, 34* 
deloT* 9^: ooai 
KaiUii;, 8S1 ; ord. 
S4d 

B^loL Jacopo, L 

BoUow FraocoiO^ 
Mtoio. L 1L47 

Bclriffnanio. I UT, SfiS 

Jldlramo, L 150 

B*frw1ero Apolto, IL 

Bdrodoro Palaco, IL 

BolTodetCi -lUAcf, L 
Bonbo, riot to. L 4' 
btcrrtkfT lo Popo 
Moc&ta, 37), fi7»; 
li. 3?t^; Lrtlorlo bubo 
273; hb cffotu to t« 
to puat a ^I««-M, 3&4 ; 

U. 13 ; cn tbo prOMBot 
)u Rotse, 114; bla 
C«maU Gooat^ i4T 
tlto momorr of KUnbo 
tli« ruiD of Bome, BTO ; 
SOi 
BenodKto. CoovcDt of 8 
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Bwtivoffllo. CouQl Ann]b«J«. t57. H, 

!12; ail m4iTtA£«. 13 
Jtftn tivMlLo.Mt4Ht Ad tonic OaIoVxO, 

BMtlfoclio, OlOfaaal, L 13, 17; bit 
flffftit. sitt. S94 : At Mftiitom S0d 

ding, M ; OQ b«r mit to LDcrcoft 
Bo^tU: hBrdMUi,U.Sta. to 
Oonast 
B«sUfvflki. Lwwib^ 1. 113, 30S 

Bmmw^ B., L T9 n. ; " Tb« Dnv- 

B<rMino, Fn Duiikno d^ il 3S0 
Jbvyvarva CUew£ar. fL 195 n. 

doff Anr^ il. U j ode od Vcderiao^ 
«] 
B«rt. Moai- Philippo, Fianob Ab< 
bMMclcr. L SMj •BttitAjntd bj 
lMb«Uft IXBaU, 209; t^t* to tb« 

briiKSll 
BtftoloUL A., iPdL AL iMik, U- M7 

li.. 307 H., «M Ik, 370 *. : Xa JyWte 
•U« c:vftt <M «W<MV^ I. 10 ft. 
Bt«tii.«lli. lhbo», on Ui« BtDiUo of 
lb* UrotU, 1.159; />£b<fttT«t A 

BibbKOA. B«rnArd« Dorol of, OM Ut 
ilLsHv, ii, 37 ^ «Q tb« ehacv* of 
Uoaon. 37; i? M BbrMrrfo, 49; 
OD r»ckrto^ tt; AttbtOoa(r««or 

M«nta«, 8A; «D IbovlafitioBof Lao 

X..:6;cnftiodaOudiiul,Tfi; bb 
ooiii«dj C^lmdriu^ tllk I88i MUT 
to tiftb«lU D'Bito, 118-110: o»Uw 
dmb of QMUillM<r0 vUt, ifT; 

BlikMeo,LfO 

BlioagtlA, AUbiuo, Dok* of. bfa mar - 

rU^o. L 1»7 ; MfWtflod, li7 

Biii^ADO,Priaoaof.U llfi 
BicigTiftoo. PrlaoiM of, L St7, ttv 

BloU,!. lUi ILlSd 

Booeaoot^ Ua i)»c — t raa c , L M; 



BolAfda. Al^ tL «1 : dUmidal. 97 
fidiwio, lUtlao. Ei 87: OrUmiU 

BelOfWkAlbmoda. L«3,116, 161 
Bolofu. Aolooto dK, L £37 
Bolccoo, L tt, 08 1 a Sllj lOVRift- 
iD«Bt ■!, t 7] I rkUto, IIIl ttit^ 



ol Pop* JttUaa IL, 2MI. 191; 

oapturod bj tb« FrvDcb, il OS; 

b«a«i:od. 56; confvrtnco al, 297: 

itPto entnr of Cbarlca V. kod Pope 

Ckmact VIL. SdS 
Bolo|[iLi Mascvin* iL 3£^ 
Bc4oi;na UoWenitj, tle^utiou tttaa, 

a. 311 
Bol««Dft,ll. 110 
Boluao, Vmctiua, 1. 33U 

BOMttEl. Aleuinilro, i\. G 

Bconirtt. &t the tiett of Uibn, U- 

Bo<uS<liori» FrancMOO. I. KfO : bl« 
4ltAr-pl*c« of tho Vmloo of tbe 

BmU OAanii»« 70; dDcorftllcai U 
Ifamlroio. 107; bU portimlU of 
fiatullo. IH F«iTuL^ 14Q, 
Platoio,3»l 
BordooL, bIad«Mu1|iUDD of ib« B«lv#- 
d«r«nutco,iL&a 

BorfU. Aloxudtv. fiUcud Pop*, L 

Bor(la» AnK*'^ t >>«' >**<lt S^^i 

pf«MDl«d witb « obaiD, SI J 
Borate. Omv. bb Mtbhifd t» ftUih^ 

L 73; OTfttod Dqke of Voioo' 
tlnoii, 153; bl* morrUft, 1&5; 
m«raM«, 17a ; «baf«iot<r, I7t ] 

loflQMMO OTOf Ibo POfOk Ittl 

■ftOBJOT, 179 ; mnrdera tbe Dnka 
<A BlMgtbk* 187; ooMDta of 
HMBOgiu, IKT I bl« TiMidh aIUm. 
Its I ptofiovvd bttroUial of bk 
duwb|«T, SS7 ; Mitura of Ibo 
Vmj ot UTbibc^ 128 ; Dokv of 
Roou^iu. 2S0i prc««DUttoatouwo 
of Tmoo oBd Copld to bobditt 
4%K 133 ; waloont fmn LovU 
XIL, g> ; »>wiCK of etnigatfia, 
SU; mwr^tr of bit coUaogoM, 
Mi; eoogntuhUobt ob bk no* 
o«M««. X4h; pr«»<iDt of ttMlaw 
IM; bU ]«U«r of Iboski. M; 
aum4eo[ f«r«r,S»;dwb of Ui 
f>tbar, 153 ; ittder tb« nIoctloD 
ol Uo Franoli itipr- 150: obx1«j 
looooofllaU ilioPope,2CD; mart* 
S«l ; Ub «od, tef i oUtnirt lo 
BM»n 6oiD priooa. 389; adBfla^ 
iLite 

Botffto, DooBft UWronl^ L 904 
BoTfio, I^cnda. dlMobtkn at bu 
iaanttc«i 1- 197 : Mooud muriwra, 
U7 ; nordar ol W bMbwd,lff; 
propoood lUrd vwrlK^t A*^i 
oboncUr» IW ; oo&uoet. 181 ; 
down, 1« ; toiuNMi, W; 
vodOKDir, IH; jovnortoFtfTUM. 
lie. BOO; roetnliMi, 10l\ 105i 
oe«4uM. IDl, 901: ippwfUiM^ 
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WM. sua; IQUT, Wn-KlS; 
fl-tt^ ^"'' Blft^ fll; b«r *•- 

buov wiUi Immia d'Sn*. SIS: 

cWUntt, iU; Unli of ■ chad, 
330. IL I&9; UU#r of ooadoloDM 
oe tbd d*aUi «f tiM Mtrquto of 

BoTKokn*. i, 270: li. )40: mh- 

Borao^LS 

BovebttU. iMboU*, toer tvflitM* 
ATtr r«d«ric>o G«n>Mfft, iL 189, 
SB, MO; U€ twvfniS. W: 1ft- 
»ol«vm sod balnd of lb* Dui4i«m 

BoMO, CfaDioh «f & UkfaoU, IL 

ftlS 
Bo«KHU>o«d1bOlISC8 . 

Bo«i, lUtUo, Aiboi of Fl«nl«, T. 

Bo4tlQ«IU, Suidro, i 380 

BonrboD, D«g Ciivlw ilOr L SOT; 

ttS: reftt*oa to accept t«nni^ 2SA; 
nraiaca bl> muoti MiroM i^« 
AMnalBeiU »S; al Vitarbo, BU; 
■dvuooa ft^aiiui Bon«r 156; d«- 

NUBda m fntt pufgtT to N»]^«, 
tK: ftl Ibt liAB^ of Kom«, S«: 
dMth,2fi9 
BonrbojB,. It U UUwd <lo. L lifi: 
Iftken pri90o«r, ISO; Mot u» lUn- 

Bonolo, F*^vri<TA Gonttwi of, 1i. 

13S, 1S2, W. 148, 744 ; ft£ Viurbo. 

BW; lxU[l«Aili.;:fU 
Bonolo, QbttfruioMM of, Ui diith* 

Ll«0 
BoMolov Lodotloodl, a liS 
Bondo, FtoTO di. ii. HT. 11^: bii 

defttb, 875 
Boudlo, pridcipAlitT at. L ST 
Br«cci&ao. fortroM 'of, L £50 
BnAirom, W., drchivia VtmSo. 1. 

ftb A.; e;m>^ii. di Eruii. Arl^ 90 

n., 127 n ; iL S^l ft. : ^omaiiM, i 

Bfftcjiinifi, iL 44 

Br«:iilQjitiure. AJtwrt von. L £<; tt 

Brudooburg. B^rbftre ron, hotioftn 
rtaffQ, I U I lotler to her von, 33 ; 

BtHOft, Erumo. L 14V 

BrMcIt, rmooH At. 1. ti3 ; louniamcRt. 

H4; rAk«n.]L nfi 
Brencfa. VbccQzo ot. iL <H0 

htvwct. Lmtra, iL l'J& n. 
Britub MuiouiD. ij. 308 
Britlflnj, Queen Md« of, L 79 



BfOCCftfOo, AdtofUo,! 

bua EUAnwnt*. IL Jl 

306 
BvHiift, ni&tiJ'Of-b« 

d*fclfc t73 
Blo^niiiA. IL 1^1 i 

8G, 1S« ; <J^a 

b«rport,B43 
&fO|nold, Lodof » 

Bronolo, Zotvo, Li 
auvlioas trota U 
7(t 

Bnteh, P/^pai J% 

BruaaUnoOi i, ; 

BnuorowCoiml 

BaoBM»l»J. d«f 

DMNuaOei, H. _ 

Bftlfftbdr, CInrlfi* 
of.L£» 

OAQU, L 239 
CbfDlDObGb 

Lnovda BorglA, lI 
CUtno, Pouot of, ILL 
Oil&brU, Alfoow. Di 

voddlu;. BS I 

CiUbrU.! !:»«; w&r 
Cklajidr^aao (Hftc4 

on Ututlo^A'a bi« 

S65; libAriu io 

ILXl 
CnUncIrm, TppolHo, 

tb« D<ik« of UrbiQfl 

MldlUon to tliv 

of idciilMik S88 
Cbbmdn, BilvMlrot I 
CUoicdId], Ootto, L 

Du Sro9le Stntal. I 
CklmvlB, L ITO^ 187 
CbIvL r«bia. IL itl 
OtlvLiL, ttt Perrarm, tL 
C3ilrUftDo, Oount ot, IL 
OftabfBj. LMgDo of, { 

of. 293 J 

C«oi«r« dwli 8po«i \M 
CuneriBOh Dmliea* o^ 
Cu&*Hbo, Olowuit M 

pedttUm ftAloit, I. £S 
CampefiglOk CwdloftL bj 

from tho Pop«, IL 887 

tot 
Ounpori. G.. ^ Ui « ITma 

L 112 ft. : ^fluir M 

lAOiL, 1G0«. 
Cumrr lnUnrlvc II. 734 
CvtmeloJ. 4»; Aoooa of 
Cinonft, CoiLDt, L SH 
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0«yiW», LodoHoo «!», 1. 36T ; II. IGO 
C^notsa. Slmoti« do. «bimbcr1ftlQ Ut 

thf Huku ?if CilnbrJA, I. »3 
CbiUlmit, Manc^konta^, 1. '/-O. it^2 i 

It I; liCf ]llnf»»". 3 ; t.yU Tritoircp'^ 

JtilraUi, mi; her dcftlh, I^U ; bo- 

qoofl. &I4 
CtAt«lino, SipAtnondo, on the tb«4Ltrc 

4llluluA,t 1H9-I«at rwiUttoo^ 

MS 
Cvpfflb. Alvl>^,l. 21B 
Ckl>cUQ, nik|.)Mj.l. £22 
Qifi«lJo. FroiLCcaco, 1. M. !>4 

CBpiilac4, DeDc«3eltt>, L 103, 14(L SI? i 
on KlinbetiA QouagS*a wtMJfig, 
14; htr m-b«*ltti, 45: On tbo 
MMptioti of Iub«i:4 d'bt* kl 
Utw, 114; on hsr iDtarvJow 

witb Uis VvDouu oaioT*, :£i2-:n4: 
on ih* grM of Ui« DdqImm trt 
Uririao, 30S; n ti« Mor? of 
TaniuU) mA Locraib, 11, 141; lii« 
d«ftth. 158 
O&paa, lMb«IlB of, li 345 ; bar nv- 
rlue,808 

Oundow^ hie bowl uid inkiUnd, It 
S; ittkf.S06 

Ctonvigglo. Vurqaii of, J, 374 

Oudlwlih n«w» appoi&tad. it ^66 
Cftnlnna^ lUjmcmd ilv* Vloaro^ of 

BCaplM, UdifM BoJoffOA, U. U t 

u U)» Congnv ot Mantoa, 46, M ; 

atllil&D,81 
Caraw. Kloalw, on ihtt deaaUilovi of 

lull-, ii. &7S 
CvloL.Dqka. tL390 
OarotObUiMtnUt of Bliabciu, L 391 

CWpMoio. tab pfttntlHi^ U. S39 

On^idnnof.lLiS 
CnmbK OolcMlo ai, tL I W 
OMftkkl 1W.90O: II. iis,au 

OunliMffflon, a M, I4T 

Oftilo, OirobisD <I^ L 375, ST9 : U« 
wnsM on LeoQudo dA Yfttd'a 
f itmfr. 330 ; lettarvcQ OoalANttd 

?Mnck, STO; Ml t IIM «l vtidM 
rtoo q rad for lMibatl% 388 1 hll 
vphoph OQ Oristoforv, 11- II i r^ 
cvTit ttk« bani omn. All 

OMtfIa, Oft tbo laumtw betwoen 
iMbaUft dtiM and tb* Biabopol 
i>nrk. if, 51 

Canolltuaoo, Sufio da, I. 389; Ua 
rdotar^of a^M«fL390 

CaiMllo, atU dl, Mlaad. L H4 

Outi^la OvstMao dl. C^pUiB of 



Caiilgllana. Daldusatre. I 49. 153; 
HttlM It Trblno. ^70; furtiktdcn 
to Tieit U«Dtua, ^70; bunnamAge, 
ij- 131; on tb« fflHj of TaT<|ola 

&nd Lucrtalft, 142 1 on BaphaoTa 
d«ilgn for tba lfu<inUot Mantaa^ 
fcmb, ItiO : biA o(T(.rU to obUfa a 
piotaTO b^ IUrha4L JrKI; on th# 
trial of Ixjnga«U» ]«ii; bl» la- 
flaenno «t Ibe VatioAn. 165, 324: 
(Ivath of hU wlf«^ |8^t lajaltj 10 
Dochcu KUhaU'Ua, i:K>; on lh« 
flaaUi of Lau X-. VA ; d«ctioa of 
tba Pope, 194 ; on ibc r«>totMloti 

of tU Duke of MiUa. 100; bb 
loltori ffooi Itonie, 2<)« ; b V«ii«c. 
22l^ ; on l\ir IfA^'uc a^alitpl Fntnc^, 
9:^1; bla mltmUa lo lUdrld, 3UIS, 

Ull ; on vlaUliw iba ilirbia of 9. 
J«copo dJ tiaUda, £41 : bla daalb, 

a:i 

Caatigbonei IppoUta, ber deatb. 1L 
IGft 

Caatif lloocb 8abU da, i. 83. niJ. 16i t 
IL 297 ; on iha UUnd of Rbodai. 
II; biA Utorary pontniu, 15 ; 
Acadamj, 14; FOTSLiailoa to •««<& 
fcr anoktit trtamfes, l€ ; fliDaOT, 
If I rocolM to BODDOt 19; a^ 
potntod Prior of a booaa of Kolgbla 
TtBiplan, IS 

CMdcUoM itl Ai«ao, Inpafia] cAinp 
anL»5 

OUtaiMOb F«darieOb itm Iba taxt^m 
of the I>tik4 of BfaOMHa. 1. 181 ; 
QD tb« pvniaiUoca for Lncfvaia 
Borv^'t «addia«, ]>1 ; on tba daaib 
of lb* Pope. £U ; iba vkH of lU 
Doko of Urblao to Uaalva, 310 

Catitau, L tt, AX 310 ; villa of, iL 

Colbal. CoataMadi. II. ISO 
CaltlBl, Baaraaoio, U. «»; IV«aai», 

ai4ffc 
OBTW&n. ytdarlco. 11 24 
Car«>ar*w Fariae da, I l«t 330; ii. 

I4!> j bii/Miudt, Lsn 
C«ri, B«n«o d^ In oomnand of iba 

papaJ foRWi^ IL 354 ; rcpqbM tba 

laporfai^U, 264; 1oil«« troop*, 

»5 
Carl, f onnaa of. L 380 
Oorlcnola, rictoij at. L 280 
Owi. Ovdtaal dl. II. 3T8 
Cbakw^T-,JWidH,l. ^m. 
Chajtoa U Klnc oE btted, hl^ ool* 

toctloa of pkama, iL Ht 810 
Cbafle*V.,Banpator,altla ro !lo,H5i 

tfj'M. LUUnb, I. i;S( laocvada 

tb« SnprOT MaxloklllH, IL IH S 



INDEX 



tnatT -mtk Um FM, tS3, tt»5; 
•CftUut Fnusoe, S81 ; 

<iilOulifliOb»,f7t; LaodiiAiG«Q<ii. 
SM I Ui trioBplial aou? hnU Bo- 
laCiiA,tg7-S00,asit iMstin^iHUi 
Ui*Pop«, aoO; on reiUMlif Mftc» 
toluljr, aoe^ rwwiTw Um QuHo 
ofHft}aM.30T: htonvtscf Unw 
to th« VartiuU of Muktnft. 800; 
pvOvufl the UqU ttt MiUo. S09 * 
praoluBUion of poK», SIO ; OOD* 
nn irivllego* mi th« UnlTwil^ 
of BolofDVL, >U j raa*iT«a Tmu- 
Moaton, 311 : hit courMx 
I^VAtioit, iU; TMMlTei Um 

&1I-S1T; b*nqiMt«317; rooopUoa 
oritel>a]worr«mrm.8t0; vUla 
•nfery Into )Uat«A, 323 ; kod4«fit 
o«t boatlDg, 331; crmxm F«d*- 
Hc9, Dvlw of Ukniuft, 025 ; M tba 
OomTtbl of S. BM«d«U0h 338 ; d»- 
putart, 52S ; eirt of poenM from 
ArtMUN 3«T| vibt to llADti^Mfl 

Cbul«a VnU Klnr of Pranoo, hit 

rdpoal'Lnihit 1laTi|nfpt of llRntiift, 
ll3;orTi'rfLluIv. li:]; UoikfcAt 
AtTnro. 120: LTOAt? of pcMc wllh 
thi Take of UIIad, I2:i ; hii »- 
trMM2«: death, )49 

Cbaumant, Mooa. do. li* 14 

OhuUr, ii 177 

OhUrunoi^le. Count of, hi* buqwt 
tolHhvlln dV.no. iL iia 

CbienoktiH Fr:tDC«ttoa, li. V3 ; Uia 
pipttJ NuqcLl>, IT3; bli *"m»tU0 
<in th« Hifttor; «f Cbttifo." iTt; in 
Eogbnd, I7H; bU dnceiptloD of 
ttia court onionT7 VII J^ fT3-lTft; 
«ip«flaTioo« in trclaoil. ITl^lSOi 
linprcAiioiia of, \S0: on th«arir*ftt- 

Home. 1^ : on vho troftlj belWMQ 
CbnrWH V, »nd tb« Pope, IS3; U 
the Diet of Niimbflrg^ 33ij od tbo 
Lvthornn movemottt, S2i ; oo Ha- 
gdUan'a ]ourii«7, 22& : ftt tUo V»ti- 
o«B, a«7 

Cbl^rot, Moiu. <ls. ii, 103 

Ohif I, AgoiUno, 11. 4S, 03 ; U* molio 
on tb« corooittton of L«a X.. TO ; 
•ntcrtAloa l^bdEa d'&to, 1)1 

Chlld*rlii» Count tf, il. IBO 

Chlogiru, I. 98, 131). Sltt 

CiaD. V, (JiHjrn^ 5(of-.» tl 16* n., STft 
n,» 37r4 fUn 3B7 «i» ; A^uovi dort(4*M<^ 
lu i^tTfflwnaf^'. £20 t^; l/n De- 
etnnio. JfOS n- 



CfocuA bif performM 

L£12 
aoooft. Low, L SW I 

rtPlPTTL »tt 

Otorra or h<t«, L H 
CiTiuT«oeliiA.iL Me j 

CUiMBt Til., Fope, I 
6I1««U1 CMou«l of 
Ordor, >T6; oUot^d 
bUpotloT, »«,S38; 
Uone U Wdrld, 33 
to r«44la Ui« frte 
llBf^ids of li»Ptttm, 
UoBs vllb Lftiuor, 
tru«tr Sl'4; dJalMo 
CM : JBiplartta tho 

Dote of Ufbino, 
p«w CAi^lBoka, 36C 
Boii«» M*; wttn 
£97-300; moMtn^w 
$00; oolabnM* oaa 

troUo. 810; at Uio 
Cbvloi v., 314-31 
383 

Olerk, John, oa Um i 

Pope, II. 1»6 
niog^hw, li, 177 
Coffo, Nlooolo dti, I 0' 
CollwiiiodOL PrndoiTo, 
Ocllttoiil- Bftnolomin«e 
OoUooni, CftMudrv, 1 

horhuU&a, 319 
Colocai, JLncolo, fi 1 1] 

tfae LiuoiuiD poou, 

Uoo of bla ooU««tto 

£70; mt BoTognft. 3DI 
Coloabo, tb» ttettanui 
GoloDoa, Jl«Duilaf n. ft 
ColonnA, Fftlirtalo, 1- 11 

tftkan prtKOiOii DT 
ColoQcO. UAbdiA, het 

307; m&rnag^ 306 
ColuiiJiH, H«fc AotunU 

LI, [44 
CoionnAii Cnrdital Poi 

OD hi* relurn to Rom 
ColoODft, IVMpero^ ioi 

eAj.ii. ISO, 193,379 
Co1oiiD«, VMpantano:^ il, 

di&g.35S 
OoioDitft, rmoriA, Mm 

«m, L lit IL £S0 

gotnn from tbt Dn 
iT. 330 i ooDfistal 
DurHwo^S33; At Fa 
Frft BvnMrdko Ochl 
Colambuis ntom tntn 

Oomooobio, Diftrtboi ol 
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a. 7£. 194. 333 

OraUrini, AItIm, at UmIo*, \u 136- 

CoDt&hni. Tftd^to, L 8B0 
OoDUilDl, ZuMvtft, L 96 

CooUrlnl. VcD«tUa unb«Mdor. OQ 
r«d«noo G'jDtftgM, U' 133; at 
Bol«^«, »C>4 

Con'nri. Ra«thc« dd. L &X. 53 ; hor 
IMUr* to tbo UftrqoU, S5; ilLii««i, 
55 
Cordota. Do« AlIodio da, iJ» S43 
CocdoTk, OoDvJvo dl, t. ISA : u Ctl^ 

iW , af rMU Omht Borglft, Ml 
Oonwo^ Qdiui OaUiiiMitl lOOL iU 
Ooraaro^ U«Har rnnowoo. bli oobd- 

mMou to Andnft Vaatigiiai L 

3a«,37| 
Ooniuo^ Oloifto. 1- 1»H 2£t 
OoiMo, OMOtl AdrUao (U. L «3 
OocpM Dovalnl. oooTeat of , L 14 
OomdU OlmUtto, L S«> 
OocncgtoL ADioDto Uigrlt hb Mc- 

Corrcggio^ Bono (li, 1, 10 

Oomnio. <itonmlMWQ, on bto 

Otfn«Blo.^^mto da. 1. 14. 81. 114 i 
eowusr aod po«i, ei i bli Caui«, 
A2: MTTca la Ui« van agaioat 
Venice-, H'l; taken prt*OD«r. SS t 
bU itt^tMbl pUf OgU* and o4li«v 
vorka, 83, S3 ; MtUat at HUam BS i 
bU dvToUon \a baMlft d-KaM, B, 

|«8| &Mda to PnaM, tS; hda 

Ula of rar«b«. M ; i»t«r Irra. 
Ml U* oiDiaia "MopM and 
ntt^^^hD*,** M : daatb of bU Rioihar, 
114; at Oorrivff|o. ICT; bb LUl» 
Diona, loa; at Fatrara, 188; loa- 
oau. IBH. 169; marH^a of hb 
ftOQ, 1G0 ; «a tha walooma bf Laoli 
XIL ol C«nv B«siia.ftM|Ottth« 
quanal b«l«a«B Ipf^lto and 
Qtotto. Stt; hi* death, 313; 
daBi^.U'»S 
OoiT8r, OfOBorio, Abbot of 8, Z«no 
of Varaw^ ilodkailoa of Ua iffMilai 

Oorto. OMtalk dl. L IT; doconUoD 

oCUior«OM,aT; 11. 100, 804 i tb« 
^tofadMa.S» 

avrraBdaro^lL 



CoMa, Andraa, IL 3KP 
C«ata,Lor»DUKl. XMl ti-t6l:llnUMi 

tbe ComuAv I STl i ooniniHioa for« 

td(»tuia, Zl^i tllaav, 814; Irianjib 

of Pootrr. 375; at UaatM. &T8; 

bi« dcooratlooa of tha palaoa of St. 

ScfcttMUi. 3TT; potliAlu.. 977 
Coitabai, H. Antoaio dt, L J4T, 179 
Coslanr^ chanl of &. ti, 5D 
Ooitaiau, l|adoaa», i 310 
OotfOM^ HarobM* di, 1.10^217; on 

Uia apptacwooof tcabelu dStitft, 

toz 

Corn. ii. 327 

Cra(<rw, ii. 114 

Cnsdi. Lorcffixc di. I, tTS ; bla triotwa 

ol tb« Mflff'lAlon, 389 
Croiffliiott, " HiftoTj of iba Papacj." 

11. 13S a., 251 a. 
Ctemoca, Gloraool da, on tha ad- 

mL radon ax dtod bj luballa d'bta. 

ii. 133 
CraAOoa, Zoau Pttro da. i. 3tii 
Cranoaa.'mifffrmctfet.L 39; rraacb 

iattr«l«^U. 190; tak^n. S£l 
CSravatcora, Aatovtlo da, hii plctara of 

fi«lt.L88& 
Criatoloro Bomano, Giomaoi, L IHw 

ifa,s43j a 1-14. 
OriTttUi, Lncftata. L I&4 
OrooOi Olacono Baati, impciaotted. 

L948 
OranolD or crvolbla, d«vloa of tba, i 

lU; 166 
Oram • OivalcaatlU, Titimm^ II. ftSS «, 

Sn ■-, 333 >.» 383 a. 
CnltwLI. mm, "UBtof yaatfsM." 

llfifla. 
Cspld. itaMt of, I. S90-SM 
OaMtfth Bcltnolaohl. « ; oa Iba la* 

talUfanoa of HadoaMlaaboUi, 4 
Cnna, BMm of , L t 
CTpnib CHaaa nf, L 18P, tt3 

DAIXO. O.. OvMM, a 146 a., SOT ^ 
3S4a. 

Dafari. &, ifdL 3L toa^, I, SSS a. ; 
Ii M m ^ m it 4i Ai-aMa O^aiM, 
1. 33 >. I £«nM fatfdfto dif ^UkfaaaMi 
I1231il: UMmtim t^M^mk^m^i, 

i'yn..hi^t aisfifh 
DalLa, IL $L 115 
DaUa,Uwd»arf«iL163 
D«ab4««a. "M«aMfa« of iba Dabaa 

of Urbfoo,- 1. US a^ SOT a. I U. 

IIS a. 961 a. 
Drntnatb, CbriatJaa of^ bn w«4diag. 

fL Ml 
Daamafb, Qaaan EktfolbM of, L 88 
Dan. U^b, U ITS 
I DoMnaao,L60 
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DIdot, A. r, Atdt MvmuM, li M «l, 
tVB 

DcUb^ FJariuio, on Uit chmcur o( 

Donfttalk, bU bait «i Ledorteow L SS 

Done«Doadl, A«W« AaCei di Ma* 

•m^ i 7& A., ITT Ik, UC •, t IL 

Dcort, Tao <l«rt bU <iatalOfa* of pAo- 

tuT««, iL ICL E5T, ■. 

Doria, AdralT»l Ai»df«tt M BologikA. 

D«Mi, DoMO, 1 191 : at Ufttttom 91 

Doini,lLl80 

DvonDmti- ITT 

DabUa^U-irr 

DttAddk, IL in 

DejttBO, Oouiaa dA, IL 17ff 

BjWTLAXK, Udf. ii. 250 

Bmool, Oouni, L InS 

BqolooU. Market Ma, 271; IL 119; 
Ah tb* appAaraaca of bah*l]a 
rirta* 1. 9; hli tftMi«. ^«fl »c 
«» auHM, 2S0 i at Hantua, S<i ; 
aaontanr lo tha Marcbeaic 1^ 
0, 159 ; bU i]tiArr4l «ith Tateldao, 
$7; vaisaa k|CJiLu(. 6R i oa lb« 
piLfl7tEtia4c«i to SalnU'HaoiDa, 133 i 
on tba itorT of Tarqaln ana 

mecif in tb« Ca#ldlo, 307; bia 

4aatb,»I 
MmniiA. LL Ififl; cm thft ruin af 

Bona. tTO 
But?, AlUttedM 16, 198 
Eite. Alfonso d'. nuk« of Ftrran. 

I Z n, 16; bU carriage. SQ; 

•alrj Into PairaiA, C7i oa a 

tovmBjncnt at Bolog^Uy 71 ; on 

the libcoTvt; or H mw blaad, 71 ; 

d«th af hln wiU, 134, H3; hSi 

Moond ii>ftrH&^^ US. IBO; fn- 
Tai»C«<t vlUi a contccratorl CBp and 
•worcL ^^; jtift- i*f a ^iM. 211 : 
daath of bi» fitbcr. i!ii& ; *ooc«eda 
XQ iJitf llUfl, £0C ^ cliatacivr, S6^; 
var trtth tbe Pope. JL iT; retirva 
to F49rrara« 57 ; Sn Iionj«,6l ; vUlU 
lb« SintiBi^ fi^l Abulvcd by ibo 
Pope. 63; r«r«»w bin Iftm», *» ; 
•BCaiMia from lioinc, ikf ; bii grief 
at tha <l*aih uf hf^ miir. IM -. de- 
dfnH of tbe Fop« Bgainit bloi, 
ltf£l; hii joj «t lUo nov« of Iba 
daath of T-^o X,. If>] ; r#onnn 
Ragglo, 235; rontifval of tha alli- 
afiCt^ltb FrauoU I-, Z9U; ireddlog 



of bk aan. 28« : 
v.. t»it raoM 
dUaiKKt iHtb 1 
Hllan. 3S] : hi* 
Anna d\ b 
rwambUpo* to 
liaballs. MO^ Z 
UaM,t89 

bto, Bfttiiioa 4\ 1 
5; portrait, 12; 
Iboaaiw U; blri 
bardaatb, I4CV 

Irta, fitaacB d*. L Q 

Brt<^ CainllU d\ 
au 

bu. Dufca EraoJt 

d.t>|;bl«r. L 1 ; 
2; paaca o&d n 
ttotbal «f bla da 
«tptioti of »^a Mil 
6; bii derocJonu 
11; library. II: o 
Oourt-pftJt]ttT¥. I: 
bl* dVfJubtar Li 
IntctToniion od 
GftluUAi djkH, 
witb LoqU Ml 
i:lL&r>r:ter of Lttor 

bJo Rift to her oi « 
ISi; oott of iba 
%im, 106; r>ltan 
2<4:aaatb, S6d 
bu. ErcoLa II. d\ 

t>7^ ; b«D>li)Bt, ^ 

E*t<. Fvnanta d', 
wtcldlng of Lacra 
1M; oomptraoTagi 
366; imprwofied, ' 

Etu, GIuJId d', L S 
wlUi IppolHo. S 
againM. 26€ ; 1b 
1LG3 

bic, Cardinal IpfoU 
at tha v«ddlng of . 
192, 194; bb g1 
ffLiin WMla, sa 
wuh ULdIIo, Z^i 

S»t«. tppalito d', 

Mlbu>» IL tH» 
K^. babella d', 1 

ptfanti^ 2; b«troi 

l«lU||«o9ii, I; por 

leo. IT), sn, SBI 
3£3-3f'0 ^ Ant ma 
fotniv bntWt&d, 5 i 

acpairaDccv 9. 40 
SHi adooatlon, L 
moiriol CutM, lO 
sarronndtd bj wo 
pieparaUonn foeJ 
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h«r girdlo. II : ^wr^-, 15; e«ld- 
tiatl^Q of lb« wAd^lof. 16: 
baoqaetp IS: dlo&er^Mrviioo, IS; 
lU MIL; nlr? inio Mftaioft, L IQ; 
fttntirilioa. IT ; ^hMcip* at Andram 
lUaUfD^ 17; htt cbftivoUr, 4T, 
4t t tL 3^1 ; iDtlDa«j vlib Antoot* 
d«l Bftlio, C 4«; itiaUoutwlth ber 
bnibftnd'ii fftmUt, 48 ; mflectiou 
for BLunbtCL*. i«. GT ; txcvndva* 
10 tbo Ugo dl 0»iti*. M). 53; ii. 
MKSj bUoKof b«r dcpftitan trotn 
book*, L 01; l«t(«r» to bor tntort, 
CI; vUlU U) Korrmra. &£, U, 65. 
IIS. 114S. liO. !«». 10^ IM. S&l. 
112: iL t6T. 962. HM; MUcki of 

r«r«T. L 02. an, 3S4; ii i ua; 

4llsvciuii tat b«v hwbniitl, S, A3; 
pra|)«iMii>n4 foi b«r Joorotj to 
MIttt, &4, ^3; hoi «&cr»a or 
■MWtU, Si ; tbo wedding *^t hor 

■Urttr Bcftirico, fiu ; of h«c broAher 
AirooAo. 06; Mi tfai Qm««ft of 
Fkvla, S4t t |p>T«niB HatotiM, t&, 
1 1 T. 343, 2M» : a. 8M ; OB Oftkotto's 
d^ke, L &«: M Ullu. 6I-«I. tl«, 

l»-aoi : tt flC^ M, loa ; TocMitioa 
uOanc»,LM;t1lDd«oflMT0ilar, 
44; faor clwvlc«J mm&Am, MHIT. 
laV; tL1»: oBUMpootpOMDMat 
of EliMbeitA>< Tfait,X ef-«»; oor- 
respandcnco, TO i oHor* for 5<rv«t*, 
71 ; comaUiicai, TS-TftE wul of 
moMjr, ?G, S4fi; IL ItO; rsiM* 

ISOM, 1. Tfi; tnlalteotaal totiro^ti^ 

T6 ; tOTv of books, ffi-TS ; rehrtJono 
vlUk ftten, Tft; Mtachnont lo 
(kkou dol An4r«fe*i, 79; litUnM 
fcl OofiMMDo and fiBroiiftroI% 80; 
Id pooUji, ft) : T ora w. Rl i ■dolni' 
tloo for HIeoolo dft ComgKiOh Bl ; 
«oli»po«oiolPvT«l>o> 84; onibo 



ItMMki, M; doconiloo of Ur 
foOM 87. IST; IL S0a-t06t &«r 
4ivI£bIb, L 8n : ihivAtooo Uovb^l, 
«d; oaUioportmhoftboGoaBtMB 
cj 4MCT«, »|; oo titf MxUi of 
Bofttric*'* MB. H ; r«ffr«l at UftTin^ 
CllnbeM. 97 ; 4t Viftico. 9l» 117- 
224; IL ttO. 234. S», 844. »«, 
IHT; T«0«p«l0Q br Iho Doso, I 
B8-100: oaUioonovflOoorVeaioo 
wiib tbo m^ 100; bor dwrv to 
Utob portnkl of lb* Dofro. ICl ; 
at Padoik 101 ; rvlont li) 3luilu, 
102,112, 115.214.224; kL »!. 117. 
SaH, tftt, ni, >l«. 288; ftt ibo 
TUlm 9t Forto. 1. lOti dooUi of 
bor Bolbcr. tdfl; bCfUi of ■ 
diMf y«r. IM ; obibuntn^ . 101 : r^ 
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oovorj, 104 i {dlgrliDftgo lo Loroto^ 
149 : 11. 19U i Ai Gflbb^o. 1. 10» i U 
Orblno, 109; A»UL 109; on tbo 
pftUo« of UrUoo. 110; ftt Bologna, 
1 13 ; il 296 ; ajmiAthiM vfth iho 
VVofiOb. I. 113; oa pl«ddO|r bar 
Jowcfa. no, 137; OQ tbo EaiUo of 
ibo Tba, tU; poaaAoQ. 121 I 
anxiotr for bar boabaad. 122; 
on t6n UAdoQOA <i«lla Viuoria. 
136 ; conoaposdeooo vltb Loroaio 
dL Farfft oa « elavlcbord, IS9-18] ; 
a Lata. 131 ; frivolooa ■■iiiaatiiaiilB 
|3t3; bar d«mrft afid olowoa, 183 ; 
on «bo daatb of HaU«Uo, 154 i bar 
doga and cata. 1U; bbth of a 
•mod dauhtar, 138) daaLh of 
hm iiat«r. 140; aA Tuviu, 142; 
Iraaboaot of bar hoalwod. 144 i cm 
Ibfr Duke of UlUa'a riim 147 ; 
Di?)£Dii4tiu&f, HA ; betrothal of 

b«j daugtiur, litt. 2CT ; oa pra- 
aaoitng bar poitAU to Ijaballa of 

Angu, llOt toniloiuy to Moot 
naaa, 151; Mtooipta to OMclllftl* 
Um Fmob, 163. 106 ; fclndpoia to 
tfat Ukluou oTUci, 1S4 : attlMla 
iiiierr^'s, 1£7; havStadboftba 
GniLUL l^»-14a ST2 1 oollac^OQ of 
wacki of art U8. Uf ; A. 0, IT. 
ttH, 277-3191 Baialan aad lottl^ 

lora, L iet"l«. 170; h«r h^U, 
185 ; porUalt-Bodal. 146 ; od Ibo 
UtiD molio, 16:4. 200; poata, 18^ 
l?>: her *cb«DH for tba vraetloa 
of a ataiaa to Vtrtil. XUi birtb 
of a aon, U; ; carnlTal f4Ui at 
MAntM. \m birih of a third 
daagbft«r. IM; aJTactknn for bet 
■oot 188, 207 ; oa tbo lualalaiKij' vi 
Wmaa^ 188 ; oa tbe propoaod mar- 
tUf of bar broibar mm Lacfatk 
Bovi*. 120; ib« vaddioir tmtkwi- 
Uaa, lOS-SOJ : Am ttMttaf witb 
Iba brMo. 200; anlfr, m-208; 
ioaap d oa> 908; coaoadlaa and playt, 
90& 2mSIL 881: fL 8S: faapa- 
Uiaoa to ratuia bono* I- Sofl ; 
onuvtaiot tha Fraaeh uofaaaaador. 
202 ; tnurrlaw aitb tba Vomtlaa 
00*070, 212-314 ; reUtian* wlih 
UerMia Bori^ 21fi. 241. SI81 bcr 
iDcoma 4od oip«ndfiiar«,328; flXjCO- 
tioaiou on tbo b**nlba1 of Mr 
BOO, 1ST, 243; at Porto^ 217: Ob 
UN Bouora of tbo docbj ol Urbtoo. 
329 i bar raqM^ for tba itatnaa of 

Vaaaa aad DoiM. 230) faar* for 
bar baaluiri «foij, 228; lottar 
fram Qmtm Aana of Bnttattj, 
141i ontbaeoaqwiiaaBdniaidon 

2c 
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otO^HBof«iB.t44-94Ti barfill 
of m^akK IM ; eoDfntuWlloM on 
Ut ■ceotww, SU; dtfttb of ber 

«hMr-ltt-lftv, aM ; UrUi of ft fonrth 

9GS ; fnpruOttovaK ot bir brMb«rt, 
SM I bn-p*TfaiD«ii,tO0i ftbaaJ on * 
Imt jotratjr to Bom, SS9 ( tU4 oI 
Pum fi«mbo, ITS I ol lUehltt- 
TsIU, £74; on U>» ftppotftiacEfit d 
bcr biubutd to Um poit of 0^' 
Uki-g«ocnl of Ois lUp«bMc» (74 : 
OK tbt dMtta ot Soor Omum, 175 : 
btnb of ft OTooed boj. SH, 866 ; 

279; pnwnt of a umkIm, Jv«e 
M Mf witv, 3^ ; tm nti\0r^g tlia 
CWhh i>^««i, *«S I nlaifov 
vfth hv htAluttd, «I8 I on tb* 
oopj ot U« JtaiiM, :90 ; oo Ui< «iu- 
rdotoiu of ih* Vfiniiuii, 191 : tha 
Fopo'4 «ntr; itito Boloinui, SSI i 
blith i>f « third Bonr 190 i on tbs 
iriiLt of AiUMo. 2M ; rec^Akn far 
LooiB Xtt-, 297; on ttio Fnodi 
ooortfeSM; invited to rrmac«,S03; 

b«r Jor itc lbs pMapvcL 3r>i ; <t«aih 
of hot chlW LtriA, 3lie ; illiiM* of 
bar faatftaod, 396: Hnb of h*r 
yoimg«M dftught«r 3QJ ; ar«*«ou 
from th* Dak* of Urblno, 311 ; on 
tbfl po«iiui4 of Nkfviolfi lU CorrfCfto, 
ail; rvUdoni wltb irtift^, HIT; 
L«uQ*ra« lU VUol, 817^94): btr 

UflMr lo Fn HtUo dft KDT«lhi«. 
31H : on Lor«Q»odci ll«dld'anJM<^ 

S2Z ; letter to An^cLo del TovwlU. 

324: to Uoaudo, aS4ia3»; tel< 

IQ^ wilh I^UflB^ 3241-MO; In- 
ulriwtjofii f»r th* pi«lar*, 331- 
333; crlllGUait.&39; dftolinff* vltb 
CilDTuml UeUUil. 2^l-;K,2l laUt- 
fftdllon vith lijs pic urd. the 
KUivitj, 3fi3 ; ae^oriiticiai for ;l 
^torit, 9»»-^0tij un :hv »^« ff 
TlMi«llo^attM«tf«o,360: App«iii for 
bolp fron M*ritegQ&. 3fi4 ; bur>bU 

biial of F«uBtin*, 'AG' i cimploj* 
Cojica lo Anith Ibe CoEatU, 371 ; 
directioni for ft pJctQi*, 3T4; por- 
%n.\t of h«r ion V«d«iioo, 379, 11. 
It; i:lft or I'UtoK' POMAI, 1. 3$7 ; 

SMCDU poTCralui to ZuiiacllOt 
4; bnr wUh to pooMM Qlor- 
^ioru^'s .Vorfc 3[J0- on OftndoMo'a 
cup BQil lukiUfid. iL 4; b«r l«u«r 
to Crist^fuio. 4 i ftorjiiifn Ib« 
Copicl of Pmiuio^ <l : hn jimoU- 

cftl jalcD ciD Aroiino, 10; borllbfftrj, 
Sa 379-:i3l E tho Aldin* cluilc^ 
21^2C: pTo*«atcf bookifromAldo, 



»:blctb ot A , 
priiottitMnt of 
MUf Ift ftftlrob 

obMlo bJa r»l«a«i 
of hot dftftjcLior 
p f «w nf to Cbftl 
Xhm QiH«n of Fti 
lof w&tb b«r ftOD 
oa id* adncftaoo, 
of bar doff Anrft, 
of u«T<«*iHi i I 

ShlutftlloOft CO I 
odtd, 83; CM 
PoptUoX^na 
«»l dofvMe of 
p ft t kttCiwfahbl 
mkfnl of hwr wm 
«iitlM«oDdao4of 
fttCft«Mlo.&4; { 

» : tfaft Iteia ^l 
101: glttoTTrUi 

lOG; >t Odgoft 
lonltrof tbttMO 
to h«f |«i:«. los 
110-na. iiG, S44 
Slvftft, 117; t^ 
RoDU^ ll^l£Oi 
Mai«-Bftnm«, i 
VftDoUu uabM 
co«rtI«n bm] sob 
for Bftod«Dow 1 
150; lottn- of 

drJklh of bef hiisl 
ftsd fUiii of 
dofttb of bar ti 
l&di ftppolntalCa 
reqqMlft 1t»bftift 
ptomra, 16f-L60 
170: b*r irtidoB 
1S4 ; iDQaODOt ftt 
on tho «fipoloti 
Fodorioo to tho 
QtiflOTft) of the I 
■iue to b^ oo 
FrftDGliUieai « 
by Yktovj, eOO; 
bopbov, PnoooM 
MTiooo to Un, 
of llioOorUVeoc 
AmdiM, 9nn i d«i 
9a«L»0; offortft 
dlDftl'i bftt for hm 
237.S4l;«athft< 
310-21S ; on tbi 

JolUa, SM I oa T 
OroiD«. 2$9 ; dcR 
1n<1ftw,ftDdUiwt 
wLUi L^boUft B. 
Peuro, 24^;lfttib 
24«; b« 
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ItlMbtiu, U9 i r*ta«i 10 Imt* 
Bo*E«. °5«: fofttfiw bar rftlsM, 
£36 : At the iJ«e* dT RottB, CM-9G1E : 
At o«ti&, :£fu; ; loM of bar ftotMn 

lUpUel ol t'rbUo, Sti-STiii od 
M4»Uuio del rtuoitirfi |)ortral( ot 
h«r lOii EfC«1e, 276; piotnr«« of 
Corrvfoto, StiS; reocpcUc <tt the 
brida Bcii^, £07 , hoc toUrano*. 
;i1>: rtUrtoni vUwt, 290; at 
SoUroIo, 2i>6 i on tha aUU «IU>7 
«c4 a*«iinK b«t<r*wi Cb*rUfl V- 

Tcccptton of ChATlci v., SXii on 
h«r *on cnuMd {Hkm of lUnttA. 

1£5 ; on TtioQ't pktaro of Uw 
UutUloD,3t9,UO; li«4ioilua *Dd 
wodduv of bcr *oa. V^dHtoo. IM 
S35 i OD th« ntw PAlaulikB, Sn ; 
HfAiMlo«i4 Bar Uw brido'* OMii?, 
MO; dfBft of Advuidns ftfft. M* t 
bw will; »4. 389 1 ftl tb»l«al>« of 
AJbuiA, 311 1 dMth of b«r frUbd, 
Hn^wriU CUfiUtins. 314 ; K^ft of 
nrimi from ArlMto. 31C; Ibuo. 
S4Ti bArportrali hy Kmnobcottdod 

au: iiuDiir ftSeouoK. vst tcmu' 

blUM Ui horffroift-oAoe^MaMl ; 
da«Ui of borbnMbttrAtfoiUO,8CS; 
odnlDlrtntJoa oJ SolaraU, 9«l ; 
■fltatkm forbndMKlitot. Uoeora, 
366 1 b«r lalOffMt tn oeabroUMiM. 

3'rTL b*« of UAli|OM, »»| of 

bitire. j;u ; b«r pmcoB M Porto, 
tTi:>-37:* ; SnMr««ft in nrdmf Vf, an ; 
lOM of rfilftUTw, 375; h«r iloiUi, 
»74^ SW ; luft TblLCoroRWi, 8M; 

4it«eiioa tor bv gnadeUidnB, 
»6; IriU^ boolth. S8Bj dadno- 
tloa of bar lOBib, 300 

£)tD. Doko UoncUo d\ ). S, bu 
i^ppMnoco, I; OD Ibo cdraBtOfM 
of VUt4riBo'« IfiMnutkiD, S 

S«to, I>DOliMi Uooorad', 1 1 ; birtb 
of a dAi^bur, 1 : hor daUgbl ol 
roorivlMff AadrsA UuiMiua Ma- 
don&a, 9 ; t«ToiiritO aaUion, It i 
at tfaa waddinic of liar daofbtvi 
BfOCrietb A4t Ol PoHa. M; to- 
OopUoD ol bir oo« Alf 0000** brido. 
ST i laiMn ho« UaboS^ Tl t o« 
Oooanofto'A fvoiM ol bar, eO; ot 
Vooloo. lOti bor d^tb, UOj 
boDDwt nd (riba4««, 10) 

Ktfo, Loobom d-, bor bfnb. IL Stt 

BMO, LocrtUo d', L ST I bet &or* 
viaM, It I en FimncAo'a poctntt ot 



ttU, OoohoM Loor*«lo d', herirod- 
ain«. L ifHi U /Xm Ad^yM, SIS ; 
roWiiooa wltb iMbolU, 3L& &V 
Borvla 

Eai«, Lodwfa d*, bor bitib. Li. SOt 

X*4«, Mcoolo d', bU |ilot to ooin 
ibo Docboao Loooorm, U t 

&t«.FollMud'. L» 

E«te, DochuA Itoo^ d\ hor froddiD|:, 
a. UriC. E«oot<t;oD at F«vnr^Saf- 
SM 1 oppooroDCO. 289 : clkarooior, 
fi«9 ; iTlBpoUij wltb tbe rtformcrs 
fiSO t bw ooalBnaa* iS^ ; Mrtb of » 
O0tt» !»; btitb ol bor dugUor*. 

K»tc, CiTf^lnnl filptv&oodod', L tlS 

BrangtlivtA, i. Hi 

Ejcb. Tao, bb ptotuoa. t S«0 

rAcrso, AJfoiwo,ll. l&l 

FHlIm* Utacono, L lOfl 

PooQXA. iL SO. 2fiT ; loabtoaco of, t 

l><^; tunODdor, ISS 
y^vtitM, Ar.lDclo da, iL 34? 
foleono. bU ooEncdr. "Gog oad 

UagOff." tibial 
Foooollt, ChivtL. L saa 
ruooUl Loco, L Sii.X^,3S6; 00 t^ 

dJacoTorj of tb« Ifow World, l^l 
Fkno, L IS8 
Portiooi, Cbrdiaa], oondidato for tJM 

P-pftOT.fi. ISO 
Fodall, EtooU. iba |:old«n1Ui, I 7S ; 

bio fold oad iilTOf worb, 73 
PoUoo. Modcvo^ U. Si bar wadding, 

Lies 
Foltrot Pn B«ro«rdl^ da, i. to • bis 

fanaral aarmoH on Iho daatb of 

Doohaaa Loooom, lOfl 
Paltrv. VlUorbw da. totor to tba 
GoBngo pvioooo, L 31 ; hU iTOlfs 
of odooatko, 11 1 popJb. t^U i 

Forditt»D<l 11. H Bmpctof, U. 390 
PocToiiio \U. Kiog.hit portfmlt,L ISO 
Parronk, Dak« iUfooao d*ZM«. Aa 

bto 
PerrofOt Ptg Fronoaaoo lU, VIoof* 
OoDool of tba DMnlnloMi Ordw, 
IL 130 s OS llAotao. HO: on tbo 

SkUaaof Kuto, 1*0; PHoc ol bla 
rdar. 140 
Pomn.Poaol of Bl Goorgo ot, L 4, 
110.140; aooalnolorS and loan* 
iag. n ; voddbe at, Ifi : booqoet. 
IS; f««oa AS, SI. SOS; iL W; 
ojooidia* oftd |dAy*> L Ifta, OOCygig. 
SlK Sn. Mi; rifbU oC 907; 
•Anglo OMDbos, UO; plognft tS8; 
fUBirolfn if^Bt. iL SO} lOMlnii 
of. Ai popJtoirisw igotort^ W 
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Heme, ItTOi kcipor ol Um Pfepd 
f*i^U. TO; davMios to (ba Harqiik 
of Mjuto*, TO 

Vten, Baulua, L ITS 

fknbneciD, ntaancm <fK i 76 

ntoVo, iotor lo I^od•Hoo OoniaA, 

IUbiqUo W*7, 1. £» 

ttim iha L«iiff04, 11.310; nntadcr 
of,SS€ 
rote GttMoa d«b '■cb BrwoW 11. fi€; 

Fulx. Oanmtnt d«, i »0£ ; c-u tli« 

Fol«afo> SiiciRnondo, FodcaU ol 

FoliE&o, i. lire 
roDdi. 1. 139 

Ramit dt IVwfr. U. »» n., 8BI n.; 

Jult' iNM»rMlk/cl. IL 231 tl. 
FonUl'iOAhlMii. li 2MI 
Fprli, UuIoDCkfr Qf. I, IDS 
Fbtivj* Oianffiuictttoc^ U. Sl$ 
FomOTO. baul« Of, I. 3». ] IS. 124 
FoM*. torn d«llm I. EOO 
FoMDOibtoiie, li. 11 

FiMiiiM, Sticnor i 5^ ]» 

Franco, 1^if;D£ Af^EiJBiil, 1. 110; 11. 
S'dl i &ri£]Lirlf« wLtli V«cl1c*, K 138 ■ 
EteJtt^ nith Votiioo, l&I 

Frftoce, Atiun <>e BreUgQ«, QaoVD of, 
hrr cifTt<r to h<Jn tho Dnrliaia of 
UrbJoD, 1. MO; Utior to iMbtUs, 
343 i bor coKiDiiXloA, 2QR; prwoDl 
frooi luibcMii. i\. 3f>; on occoni' 

Fl^noOk l'HDC«jfl Hcn^ de^ her atxi* 

OOM, Ifi ; alUr.piwt, S9l> 
FnuiMMo, Kra, li. U9 
Frmno«»co, Churci) of £L, aepnlchTBl 

chape] of tha Odduirb prmt^r*. ti. 

38V : jriUu«d bj th« FrcDcb, »L«? 
KnucbutU, BHrun, i, STl 
Fnmcia ofi«ni U> i:taii]t ftpiotura for 

lubdla d'RjiC*, I, atH; hU fraacoaa 

lo tb< Gbapal ot 8c. €ecllla, S7S; 

portTRlc of Fodarloo, »79-Sei; of 

libb«l]a, 3M-S87J JL SU 
Vrftsola L, ttia a««BvabD, ti. l£^ i *t 

UUui, 1S3 ; OD tho lialiAQ fjiabloD 

of (tfipAH, IH; eutUmtt) t to »M 



F«darko GoniAirft? 
to Hlkn. 233. iX 
P»«te,iaSt faUdcfv 
Ml i Jtimm^ SSI i 
allluK« wUb tba Di 

Vrad«ricli II.» Krapsra 
Fr«coao,a. Id:£ 
Frucon of iba Cotott 

i» 

Friara llloor, Istuiil oi 

FrioloL NIooolo, L £91 J 

bQrti.£98 : 

FnuUo, iWdwuf, L I 

FHul, J9iuri« rfi Am 

■^ -. tt RfS iw 
Fraft^bttg.1LttSj ai 
Fnrlo PM, 1 2S» 

GABii;o:Trrj. Arcbdai 
Oabrkte. U. Soft&M. t 
Oaillo,eto*io« II. 6» «t I 

orthtriop«>u.7Si t 

ai llott^ TO 
GwtL otrracdo**, L II 
Qaluto, tbo FTmofa el 
Qaflda, S. Jaoodo «U, 

OaUemii. C«dll4« L 1.- 

berponralt, t A«l 
OaD«7-aI«Tf«, iLCB 
Oalltno, Jftoapo, toto 
d'E«to,i. 9; oaberj 

Oittbftn. Bra&cro, In 
b«rlftln, \L :f01 

Oambats, G Luf iahmm 

Qanbvs. UborUs Ooi 
loctM. u. im, a«H 

Gvnbu«. VtroDJos, If, 

«• Comnlo'a ttigd 

QADnfEanGUf. Lt. S38 
Q^Stt. Uke of , L !3 } . 

to,1. ^. GU; il. 3ti3 
Oirieliano, batUo of lb 
tiaUlrjin. UftMlQA], fa 

oallof, SL S10;ociUi#i 

sao 

Uaruffo^, -SpaBlita 
UtMffa," 11 801 «. 

GaT«. Carimio d'JffA 
»>OiL, «M fi; a 11 
Mia. 

Oaciaolo, L 37; li9t 

Gaaoukno, 1. ^T 

GfinuBuio, Fr« Maikn 
mom, L SO; on tbo | 
IjiBbolUd'bta,AO 

Qaao«, h. 135, »«; ?! 
si«feoC3!>5; «a 
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Gcnn&lD. fit, 11286 
Ohlftf' Add« orVkiU. U. 31 
OhUA, Oirio, U. STI 
GMwITo^ ttcfutt^o, L 12G 
Ohivin*A<«, i. $40 : on tb« •keUoD of 

tht Fop«, ZiC 
ffi)u:fm]<:rK.-v r.Prlocv of MjkBtlU. 

1. ai; bid refonu, 20^ pAtr^a ^f 

Gibftrto 1., lortl of Corwgio, IL £90 

Otorffo, fil«taopOioTUiiii, Hvqai* o! 

Moatrmilo, U. 3:^1 
Gtoifs1<^ Bftik bfftd(» or, L SO 
Oionloii^ Ui d««h, L 33t8 ; bU plc- 

OfoTlo^ r«ofo, L 1^ »»i It Il8»ia9: 

IMU /•wvnt, fiOft ■». : OB tti« 

dMb of Addw TL, ta i Oft Uk« 
daTioeadopUdbvUftUlU.2IO;ftt 

tb« Vtticftn, li: : I'llrt P. C^ff.-^. 

S59 N. t ku of kU Ub&, 2:0. fti 

BologiMi,aH 
Ginnio, i, Itt 

OioMlnin, A., Ditfrntot lU^n- 
dnMinlnt UaicuAaniot aiu««QI of 

hU nntooi, tl. EA4 
Oitutisia, P^UBO dalb, II. 23» 

OdoU. a. <7wJu(ai U. KT >». 
G«lb^L26,fiO;lL»6 
OoItbehnUlt, IL Lmold. U. »6 n. 
0«Uo, ffigiiaoodo, L ««, ISd 
GoniacB, AmdAO, iL 16S: on tlu 
MraoD* of Frm Btm^riJlno OoUdo, 

a<mua, AlMADdto, L !3: ft, HS^ 

kbohaniciicr, 231; at U« alegv of 
Ron*. 261 
Oocxi^, BirUfm. bcr obftnoMv, L 
StI I ««fQirrBg«nf«ot of ih« «k4h 

masubolorc. 2»: k>ve f«r btt 
MtM«d«Cwuj,29; ^«rdAa(hl««, 
SI-i3; on Um M ioti m b«iifM«i 

DctfoicA «ftd OBkBQo, 32; d wib. 

0«nMB, UftdoaM CunilU. fL M. 
243, 10ft: >i» w»d<tif]g, HT; Id 

GaiiUff«bCM(o.LaH 

OoDuc>. CmUK P«|4J Of VHwrtoo, 

Conrant of ConxM Drailal, 24; 

OonMftt, C««n, avIllaA »l t'tttiioo. 

t 2?l; lA d«tr •! Hod«M, £T1 
OVDiWA, CbiAt% DMbw «r Meal' 

|HMir. fair DATriog*, L H; st 



Uutoi. 43, US, 131. U8; doMh 
of livr liubftuJ. 140; bar dvatb, 
208. St* Uoi;lp«ow«r 

OoniwSt DoroM, bor d#ronDhj, L 
11; b0tMtluU,3],sa^ dttlh.»l 

G<inxu», Elbalwiu, tc Farrua, I. fl : 
connnnfttka, S: dsIioniCT, 36; be- 
tnnbal, 42 ; afloctloo to* bvr bfi>«b«r 
FiVAOOiOo, 4A; ^aravj bo VrtdnoL 
43 i raMpdon, 44 ; v«ddb^, 44. 
JSvXJtWbo 

GoautfA, BrooLr. lit* btrth. i, 271; 
conttcntod Bi»bop, it SD»; r«- 
«Oblion AC BolofEU. SIS-SIS} U« 
toton, 2)5; tnSi^, 2t6-2]«. SIS; 
omtuoovDU, Sltt i Atuok of agmo, 

Sin : mflooCfon fof PompoiuttLBC^ 
2S1 ; mFpolatcd Oudiiul, SM, SST t 
liU ]io«li»lt, TTSl la«« of ut and 
l«ttpri. 2T9- on the c&*t of a por- 
IcttiMnffUl of ArbUHl*, 170 

Oonncs* FoAorkc hU matrlanw L 
30iU^«taof l£4n4w,r;d«BUi 
of lib vlfe, 'S!i orbUa>olbtrp»; 
lovofor hUiiautiivrv^SSi aboukoa 
front Ifuiu*. fe ; n^pkymmt of 
A&dmllofti<|na,40; d««U^, 41 

GoDVCA, F«derin>, Dnk* of If vitt*, 
UTbktb.LUTiobfUunlM ITS: 
BodfatbK^ 178; tvopoM bo* 
trotU. 22T: fcnmu 3TB-881 ; 
a e3w T2-T4. 161. BM; mi to 
liboan M lw«l«c«, iii lodg«d !■ 
iba BalTedcro, (4; bb cdnoalkiii, 
4fi ; Ufa In Heno^ 46 ; llborftljir. 

47; at Bolt^u, 47, BOO: U.-blao, 
it; (Mm, M; hi* letiMDO* over 
Um FVfie, U, 5A| vWU tbe 
oh««h«i,JM; on tb« d«atb of the 
Fo|M, Uj MrmMoo to nnmn 

IriXnv, 74; hbcbftra«4«r, Ul ; oda- 

cttUoo,ISl-12ai BlUlUB, 123:nt 
tbo rnnob oonrt, 1£4 ; bU oeoi- 
d(«il,lS4| bM«Aliftl,ia^>ML3SI; 
■MOMdi 10 tbo liilo, l£«i m* 

SbM CM«tD-a«nor«l of •&• 
iirch. 146. 1««. 231 i al V««k«» 

lt», S17: bk dsToOoB to Ivbolb 
flooeboiU, 1«0, S9K MO; !■ dob- 
uand of Um pml UoopiL ISO; 
ttfiUro* HlftB. ibo; MfotkiUw 

■itti Fruicln i, rnS^ d«boo* of 

PftvU, lE'S ; l«U«r to bit cflvlm, 
SOa ± muQ to HsAlDA, 294 : bnnkA 
otf Ml «aBU«»0M, 240* on tbo 
dMtb of Oloiuiid deUt SUidt 
Nero.SU; blovtbUKCmnliratta, 
S31 r ona«6 Dokoof lUaim. SOO, 
80; pt««ntioB4 for ibo rblt of 
Cb&rtw v., 300, 517 ; rrOfpUoa of 
hkn, SS3; fonownl of bb txAl lo 
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lUtte FAltetegft, WOT; u CMtot 
S3«£ Ui tr#ddU^, S34-330; Mt- 
l«odOtt ol pteUM, 839; cUiou 
MMircfTUo^ 551: Urtli or a Km, 

OMiaKBi Fvmiiia, bU blnb* 1. S93; 
b^ibiiiiiM, ;i. tST : lntetl^t4l: 
Jolbs the 1cQi«riaUMft,9&Dritih« 
■!«(« U lUwc 300| >D««aaff vfcb 
Ua BoUur, fliSS; m bor MMp* 
tnm Rott*. >99; Bwcb«* agillMi 
FUmotw, SOS; sC tbi Im|wrial 

on t M mtTccdttr of Oortoiat ^^ > 
vtnnftb el faU foroM, 89fi: nwtri- 
oieaU Mbeao*. S)Tt iMrrlm 
SOe. Mis lo POminand ot lb* Im- 
p«rU «fnl«i» SK; cottmiMtoo to 
TUUn, sn-33D; bolrHhiit, ISO: 

i1<«anr1> tot omcot, 34£ 
OoQU|pi> FnnoMKiOv Hflrqoii ol Hui- 
ioft, bii beUothal. L S, 38 : at Y^r^ 

tan, 1^ 8 I aUontloM U bk brick, 
6 1 ffih ^ ^ plctan b? Maotcpi'ik 
0-3; on iba Tiait «f Lofcttio M 
HodLcd, 3^t; nhftracUT, 41. Id: re- 
■aid for MauU^s, 43 ; alTectioa 
for hit ftitun^ iS, 45; apwdatad 
cApiaia - ceafral of the venftiaa 
anal**, 4S. 1£^, S7I; apManAO^ 

41r 1 pottrall*. 46 ; diaMnakas whh 

Ml «ncl<t4, ir; ktuf 10 bb vlftt, 
n3; a£ llologaa. Gs ; Milan, GO; 
Ktiantk vb« t»cn U Broivsla, 63; 
bla iword of »uie, Tft ; at Vcntoc. 

rcquoit for i nmp of Pad». 107; 
afltction for bbfuofrUrer Leonora. 

lit, ISO : on tbu UTjvjil of VHncb 
uttbaMadorn, ]]?; Muno pra- 
poiaJt of Cbarlcs Vli:., MS; ap- 

wriMd oaptnln of Ibo L«a«n]«, 

ll&t on tb« battle of tbo Taxo. 
119; bk provoa*, 1^; al Nofmra, 
1U; laoraaH of bin ^10*7, 1Z1 : 
rao^itton by ChMlos VIII., 153; 
tr1aiD|)tiaI rntrr imo iraDtuB. iZi : 
mMnortal. 12* r in Ronw. iftT ; pre- 
■entod witS lite lE'iLdeo roH, 13T; 
attach of fcior, |Ai4; rattrni booie, 
183, 563; dUmlml. HI; d«v|o«, 
142, :6fi; Biotto. 143: oiTotta to 

pr^llaW tlo Sl^orv, H3 ; bU 

matriia, 144; t&rtiiou«potkj,14G: 
offored tho command oX the altM 
foroa*. 1 46 E b1« ovvrton^ to LouJ* 
X1I„ 151 : VDoetinf at Uilati, 152 1 
ht» aiuipIcloDi of Cv^ar Bori^a. 
tfi(> : anjriatj for hb ulttcr'n ufety, 
leo: ttmm for bU Itfc, *36? de* 
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DMRo*f Cfevar 
<iUaik«, »o 
tbo dcaib of 
bla cwapa%n la 
•ijpki Ua ooviinii 
aaatcDooi a^os 

iTcciiaa thr jxjM 
of Ibo lUpobUf 
Pope at PerntlA. 
into BologOMi, I 
tbo n^Mn 2Kfl 

tfaire of 0«Doa 

Onind UavtvT oi 
Hlobel. 295; bli 
f«, h;, 91: t«i 
cnptiritt'. 3J»; 

KlDtedGonfiallofl 
; bla irrttiBbdll 

daaib, 155; fvoe 
Oooupk Fraooooo 
Itone. U. 133, e>{ 
of EUiabotta, 241 
ef ttie Dttk« of ] 
Vfilnfy aninttt B 
lod*atb,94< 

Gma^ riuiovat 
151 ; aaocaad* t 

maniaeo aoddoi 

Oonn^ Fruioaao 

sitj of Pavlak li 

CanUBLl, 30; ]tf 

aaiiqiM, 83; 

Ugau^Af ; autrj 

QoinagB, OUafratii 

AftMob, ^ ; bo^ 

cIpuitT of Botaol 

S7 : hU EBanittffij 

tafimiiiot. 4T 

0«ttngik Qlaulnold 

OoouKa, Oloraauil, 

ForlaftbcUa d'Ki 

d&nff. U ; on tbo 

reaSar of Lo4ov 

deadi of tl)0 Dab 

UidMb, 11. 332 

Oenaasa,G!OTanRl ' 

OoaiM^OiDiraflLi 

iTSSi 
QoatagA, Qlella bii 
Goniua, GicUdtti 

ii-BBT 
QonnflO. IppoUUi I 
QoDUCa, I»b«in% 

837 
G«ouga, I^nTi, I 

BootKoffllo 
Oonaua. Ixw^jra 
h^Urth, L 104 
batrothal. Ml ; | 
tneallRf wttli tb« 
810; appcanwo«i 
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to VrUuo, IL S5; izoprMrioa «n 
tbm^^on. ST. S*f Drbloo 
Gocugs,^ LEr&A, h«r bEnh, I 1S6; 

StI ; r9w«d U> tbe dobt«r, 3)2 

Booii*co)»i, IV ; pDpil rif Vltlorino, 
2S; St the c*mp of FilipfO VU- 
«coU, £4j nixiCfilLklioflk with bb 

Ouitti 11 ; inioicst in nutufU hta- 
IfltT, fG; diKontioD of klfl wil- 

iQTt of AfttSqtttlj, S7 ; klnclMM to 
AndrteUaat4vojL,V7: hbn(ro.S3; 
dfto^fatfn, Bl-33; «oa«, 33; bU 
dMtfc, 91 i dtiiflloo of bb SUio. 
B7 
GoDUgs, Lodo*ic(\ Bifliop of Uut- 

t«^ L .ta i baqo«Atb«d Obuiu>Io> 

87; kit «0ortj to obtain UitCftrd]. 

nart b«t» 47 ; hu <]«ftUi, 291 
OODtt^fe, Bisbop LqbIb, I. I7IX STI 
QoMum tocUp L t 
OODMt», Lul^l, L 170 i U, 1S7, Ui 
GOMMtfA, Lui^ U. 841 
OoeiBSK.lUindt«, U Urbiuc U. 48 ; 

Ooangs, UjrabtrtlB, L 3 ; Ur per* 
tnit, 3; ctLifB&e# of ber Lfttin 
IttUon^XS 

Gou^ft. UkfghcHf*. bv biri^ I 

OoDiasm, DucbH4 HtrgharlUfc, Bm 

flniMOT Mi^*iTiiii L S«; hoc b«- 
tmSftl 4S ; BivriMiv. 45 ; inddoB 
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